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- Hollywood Originating Over 907, 
Of Radio Personality Programs 


Hollywood will be originating over 
90% of the personality programs on 
NBC and Columbia by the middle of 
October. Trend coastward has be- 
come so pronounced that only two 
top air personalities, Major Edward 
Bowes and Kate Smith, are to be 
left holding forth from New York 
during the next three months. In 
the case of CBS, particularly, about 
35% of the night time commercial 
programs will emanate from the 
film colony. Last season it was half 
that. 

About the only shifts back east 
expected to take place during the 
winter are the Rudy Vallee, Fred 
Allen and Phil Baker shows, all of 
which personalities have picture as- 
signments. Eddie Cantor is also fig- 


- ured to migrate to New York some 


time during the winter, but his stay 
will be limited to a few weeks. 

Even with these switches, the per- 
eentage of personality shows coming 
from Hollywood won’t change much. 
Ruthrauff & Ryan hope to add a 
Walt Disney fantasy and a program 
with William Powell and Myrna Loy 
to their coast list, while Lord & 
Thomas has just sent out Thomas 
McAvity to line up personality ma- 
terial for possible presentation under 
the Lucky Strike and Pepsodent ban- 
mers. 

Outside of Miss Smith, the only 
vaude show impresario remaining in 
the New York sector will be Al 
Pearce (Ford), Of the novelty con- 


(Continued on page 14) 


EDDIE CANTOR WEEK TO 
NATIONALLY HONOR HIM 


Eddie Cantor’s silver anniversary 
in show biz will be nationally ob- 
served with Oct. 24-30, set aside as 
Eddie Cantor week throughout the 
land. Climax of the week will be 
the testimonial dinner Oct. 28 at the 
Hotel Ambassador, Los Angeles. 

Active committee for Cantor week 
includes Joseph M. Schenck, chair- 
man; Postmaster General James A. 
Farley, Will H. Hays, Gov. Frank F. 
Merriam, Paul Muni, Darryl Zanuck 
and Louis B. Mayer. 

Honorary committee includes 100 
nationally famous men and women 
from all walks of life. 


Nazi Rally Wants Air 


Indie small-watt stations around 
Greater New York are being asked 
to carry, as a commercial, the rally 
next month in Madison Square Gar- 
den of German-American organ- 
izations alleged to be Nazi. 
ing will be of those groups which 
Cperate the summer camps flaunting 
Swastikas and sponsoring _ spiels 
eulogizing the political tenets of 
Hitler. 

First station approached, WBNX, 
Bronx, broadcaster which 
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What Price College? 





Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

National Broadcasting Co. has 
gone rah-rah in the lower 
levels. Five page boys hired 
last week all boast college de- 
grees, 

They came from the cam- 
puses of Yale, Penn, Santa 
Clara, Ohio and University of 
California at Los Angeles, 


Move On to Curb 
Benefit Gimmick 


Throughout U.S. 


On Oct. 7 the N. Y. Theatre Au- 
thority will move to extend its con- 
trol over actor benefit performances 
and charities from coast to coast for 
the purpose of influencing all 
branches of show business and crea- 
ting new benefits and insurance for 
performers by attempting to align 
all outstanding groups. A _ special 
open meeting has been called by 
Alan Corelli, executive secretary, 
at which will be present all officers 
and execs of present member or- 
ganizations as well as the non- 
affiliated officers of the screen, radio 
and concert organizations of national 
scope. 

Meeting at the Majestic theatre in 
N. Y. will be attended by Leo 
Fischer of the American Guild of 
Musical Artists, Kenneth Thomson 


(Continued on page 14) 























+5 FILMS GIVEN 
I-FIGURE BUDGET 


Heavy Coin Poured Into 
Production by All Big 
Studios—2 or 3 May Pass 
$2,000,000 


KEEP WICKETS BUSY 





By JOHN C. FLINN 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Encouraged by the bullish box- 
offices, Hollywood is going after 
bigger and more expensive film pro- 
ductions than in any previous sea- 
son. No less than 35 features will 
cost $1,000,000 and upwards on the 
1937-38 releasing lists. Of these, 
two or three are pointed to pass 
$2,000,000. Once the dream of a 
desperate press agent, the ‘million- 
dollar picture’ has become common- 
place. 

In the list, which includes all 
major studios excepting Columbia 
and Universal, every type of story 
material is represented. Probably 
10 of the big ’uns will be in color, 
The range of literary source en- 
compasses westerns, historical, bio- 
graphical, musical, dramatic, adven- 
ture and speetacle. 

Although production costs have 
mounted in every studio department 
to a total inerease of 33% over last 

(Continued on page 62) 





$850 a Week Stripper 


Ann Corio augments road burley 
at the Jacques, Waterbury, Conn., 
Oct. 3, at $850 for the week. 

Miss Corio is currently in her 
ninth week at the Apollo, N. Y., 
where the ace stripper has not 
brooked official censure through re- 
adjusting her peelers to the new 
order of things around New York. 








H'WOODS $1,000,000 CYC 


Vet of 46 Years on 





Prop Bites Man 


—_———— 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Fire on a street scene set at 
Metro brought studio apparatus 
on the run, 

Hose manipulators tied up to 
so many prop water plugs that 
by the time they got around to 
a real aqua gusher most of the 
set burned down, 


Emergency Radio 














Educ., in Chi, May 
Stay Permanent 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 


Enthusiasm with which school 
lessons via radio are being received 
currently, during the infantile par- 
alysis epidemic, has so moved the 
Board of Education, that it is laying 
plans to make the idea a permanent 
set-up. 

Idea was inaugurated 10 days ago 
when, because of the epidemic, 
schools were forbidden their fall 
opening. It provides that the six 
volunteer radio stations and all 
dailies co-operate to give regular 
classroom lessons under the sponsor- 
ship of Board of Education, latter 





Bway Analyzes 


Why the Old Street Will Never Die 


- 


By EPES W. SARGENT 


When one Hollywood columnist, 
an ex-Broadwayite, wrote recently 
that Broadway was dead and the 
former inhabitants had all moved 
to Hollywood, he merely sought to 
explain why he did not care to be 
recalled to New York. But every 
columnist and plenty of outsiders 
took him up and argued pro and 
con, 

That columnist was right, from 
his personal point of view. His own 
Broadway, the authors, songsmiths, 
actors, directors and whatnot have 
all migrated to the land of the un- 
usual climate, finding there a rate 
of remuneration they never could 
approach in the metropolis. Sidney 
Skolsky (the columnist referred to 








furnishing speakers and material. 
When, and if, the system becomes 
permanent, education will be aimed | 
at adult audiences. 

During the present time, three and | 
a quarter daily hours are devoted 


(Continued on page 50) 








Staggered World’s Fair Traffic Won't 
Tax N. Y. as Much as the Legion Does 


| NVA’s Comeback Try 


nading gave Times Square at night! tors, ®%r removing signs from sur- 


While New York's hotels held up 
nobly under the strain of handling 
100,000 American Legion men or 
more in town for the national con« 
vention, it is doubtful if any single 
week or day at the N. Y. World’s Fair 
in 1939 will be forced to take care 
of such a huge guest list. Though 
a definite check will not be made 
until after the cnovention has wound 
up its sessions this week, the man- 
ner in which Legionnaires were 
taken care of is expected to show 


capacity of hostelries as adequate 
for the biggest world exposition 
throng. 

Hotels were taxed to capacity, 


with some offering facilities as far 
north as 16l1st street and Grand Con- 
course and eastward to Forest Hills 


many Teuton-tongued programs, re-| and Brooklyn. 


fused to air the affair. 


The informal parades and prome- 








the appearance of the wildest New 
Year’s eve, with the same milling 
around, explocing firecrackers 
miniature cannons, informal 
and crap games and so-called jollity 
which the visiting ex-service men 


| 
} 





face cars and busses. 


Broadway niteries like the cinemas 


are faring poorly because of the 


and | Mardi Gras show in the streets, sur- 
card | passing indoor entertainment. 


The 
nicer element of legionnaires have 
been chased eastward from Broad- 
way and are helping the 52nd street 


indulged in, such as halting cabs) and east side niteries, and are also 


and tying up all traffic. 
had predicted that the Legionnaires 


Those who enjoying greater sanity. 


| Khaki kids aren’t at all interested 
had grown older in their ways were] in attending radio studio broadcasts. 
baffled by some of the stunts pulled | Ogling the ozone shows in action 
by certain elements in the American! seems to have been deemed too tame 


Legion, such as tossing toilet tissue| by the boys. And they think of the 
rolls out of hotel windows, bags or| picture houses more readily when 


pillow cases filled with water and 
wrecking some hotel furniture. 
Most New Yorkers failed to cotton 


much to the visitors’ idea of hop-| half day 


ping on top of cabs and private mo- 


they want to park their wives for a 
| while. - 

Film companies gave employees a 
off Tuesday for parade 


(Continued on page 14) 


|ing Wonderful 


} 


above, who started all this debate), 
feels more at home on the Holly- 
wood boulevards than he would be 
were he to come back to the old 
home town. So far as Skolsky is 
concerned his Broadway has moved 
to Hollywood almost en masse. But 
each year Broadway sees a new 
crop of aspirants knocking at the 
gates, and if they move on later 
to Hollywood or elsewhere, still 
other new recruits come to fill the 


(Continued on page 11) 


NO HONEYMOONING IN 
A TRUNK, PAIR CANCEL 


Cornell Wilder and Patricia Wilder, 
young legiters, quit rehearsing in 
‘Antony and Cleopatra’ this week 
when they learned that employment 
in the show would disrupt their 
planned marriage next week. 

Pair, currently appearing in ‘Hav- 
Time,’ were re- 
hearsing in the other play when no- 
tified of show’s planned barnstorm- 
ing itinerary before hitting N. Y. 
Opens in Rochester, N. Y¥., Oct. 14, 
and will play one-nighters and split 
weeks for three months. 

Prospective pair didn’t want to 
spend a honeymoon packing and un- 
packing nightly, so they walked, 














National Vaudeville Artists is at- 
tempting a new expansion plan 
which calls for moving to larger and 
more pretentious quarters, a mem- 
bership drive, resumption of socials 
and charities formerly operated, and 
institution of group member insur- 
ance. New president, Louis Handin, 
theatrical attorney, who replaced 
Henry Chesterfield, is responsible for 
the changes. 

Clubhouse, now occupying a loft 
in a seedy Eighth avenue building, 
will be moved to West 46th street, 
right next door to the old NVA Club, 
lo occupy an entire floor. Name of 
building is being changed to NVA 
Building, and additional space will 
he taken when other expiring leases 
permit, 
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DR. GIANNINI $1,000,000 BANKROLL T0| * 
BRITISH PRODUCERS HEARTENS THECITY’ 


Viewed as Strong RE to Revive Confidence in JESSEL SETTING WB’S 
British Film Production—No Secret That ‘The! 
City’ Bankers Laid Off Bankrolling Pix | 


+ 


London, Sept. 21. 
Dr. A. H. Giannini, president of 
United Artists, and himself an im- 
portant American banker, gave 


British production considerable im- 
petus, according to inside sources, 
during his stay here, by aiding in ar- 
ranging for American financing of 


certain Brtish film production. It 
is understood that the initial sum 
which Dr. Giannini arranged 


amounted to around $1,000,000. 


This is viewed locally as a strong 
stimulant for reviving confidence in 
British production. The move is 
significant, especially in face of the 
fact that, as has long been known in 
‘the City,’ local financiers have de- 
liberately abstained from further 
financing of British films. 

This financing of British produc- 
tion by American capital is ge 
as a most encouraging sign. 


likely to make local bankers perk | tint 
and take stock of the general situa-| had 


tion, when foreign capitalists in- 
dicate greater faith in British film 
production than British factors. 


The quota situation being a hot 
topic at this time, Dr. Giannini’s act 
is calculated to have a most salutary 
effect on the entire British studio sit- 
uation and aiding considerably in 
better relations between British and 
American interests in this field. 


The more imaginative minds of the 
trade see an eventual alliance of 
banker forces here and in the U. S. 
for greater cooperation between pro- 


ducers and the branches of the in- 
dustry in the English speaking 
countries. 





Krims Finishes 7-Month 
Job on ‘Gamblers’ Script 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Completed script of ‘The Gam- 
blers’ has been turned in at Warners 
by Milton Krims, who has put in 
seven months on the job, writing and 
consulting with Max Reinhardt, who 
will direct. 


Bette Davis, Edward G. Robinson 
and Errol Flynn will be top-billed. 
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Back to Standard 





Standard Timg displaces Day- 
light Saving Time nationally at 


Set your ticker back one hour. 
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GOVT.'S DALLAS 
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ACTION STARTS 





Dallas, Sept. 21. 
of R. A. Cole, presi- 
dent and mediator 


Testimony 
for Independent 


Theatre Owners of Texas, revealed 


is | in Federal Court. today (Tuesday) 


theatre 
the 


independent 
instigated 


owners 
Government's 


| civil suit against the Interstate The- 


atres, Inc., in which the Karl Hob- 
litzelle circuit of theatres is charged 
with violation of the Federal anti- 
trust laws. 


Government: contends that Inter- 
state contracts with major Holly- 
wood producers prohibits indepen- 
dent theatres from running double 
feature programs or from running 
pictures for less than a minimum 
admission of 25c at night when the 
pictures in question have been 
screened first-run in Interstate 
houses. The Government charges 
that such contracts deprive inde- 
pendent theatres of Class ‘A’ pic- 
tures, 

Hoblitzelle through his attorney 
will show that his pictures are 
copyrighted and the Federal Gov- 
ernment permits the value of a 
copyrighted article. He will also 
show that due to the large number 
of pictures released annually com- 
petitors have a wide variety of films 
to select from. 

Defense attorneys showed that 
Interstate has to pay from $1,500 to 
$5,000 for first-run pictures, while 
independent competitor pictures for 
subsequent runs run from $20 to $30 
each, 

Two independent theatre owners 
from Houston and Ft. Worth testi- 
fied that they were unable to buy 
‘A’ film since Interstate’s restric- 
tion clauses were injected into 
clauses with the producers. De- 
fense attorneys drew from one 
Government witness the admission 
that he had been able to buy all the 
pictures he needed for his house. 





‘HAYM SOLOMON’ PIC 





Warner Bros. is serious about 
making ‘Haym Solomon,’ despite 
Muni having disapproved of 
himself. It will be 

first production 
and will probably 


Jessel’s 
WB 


| have Claude Rains in the title role. 


in N. ¥. for a week mak- 
ing 13 transcriptions for World 
Broadcasting (DeSoto Motor is the 
client), leaves for Chicago tomorrow 
(Thursday) to lay the cornerstone 
for a Haym Solomon statue near 
Lincoln Park. He then proceéds to 
the Coast. 


NOW ITALIANS 
AFTER WILCOX 


London, Sept. 12. 

Still scouring the world to find a 
producer who will teach them how 
to make pictures, the Italians are 
now after Herb Wilcox. He admits 
having had offers to produce in 
English, French and Italian versions, 
with guaranteed finance and other 
attractive facilities. 

Wilcox is sufficiently intrigued to 
declare his intention of dropping in 
at Rome on his return from the New 
York premiere of ‘Victoria the 
Great,’ which, of course, is the cause 
of the Italian enthusiasm. 

Since the Walter Wanger deal 
seems slow in jelling, offers have 
been made all round. Among others, 
Alex Korda has an open invitation 
to shift his production activities to 
Rome any day he wishes. 


SAM HARRIS MAY GO 
PIX YET, COL’S IDEA 


Sam H. Harris may wind up in a 
production berth at Columbia. Harry 
Cohn, prez of Col, has been talking 
to the legit impresario to come to 
Hollywood and tackle it. 

Cohn is now in N. Y., having got- 
ten in over the weekend (1) to see 
his new nag run at Belmont, and (2) 
to 0.0. ‘You Can't Také It With You,’ 
which Harris produced . and. which 
Col bought for almost ‘$200,000 for 
1938 release. It’s to go.into work as 
soon as Cohn returns ta the Coast, 
which will be the end of this week. 


Jessel, 

















Condor Picts’ Creditors Urged 
To Play Ball With Co.; Cowan GM. 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Creditors of Condor Pictures met 
in Hollywood Monday (20) with 
Glen Stephens, Madison, Wis., attor- 
ney, recently elected board chairman 
and heard several plans of operation 
outlined. After the session, Paul At- 


_kinson of RCA was chosen to repre- 


| sent 


| Security Act, 


unsecured accounts in future 
dealings. Stephens said $180,000 is 
available for production under the 
new management, provided the cfed- 
itors play along with a plan for pay- 
ment of accounts from rental liqui- 
dations of films already made. Only 
$13,000, due the State under Social 
would be made avail- 
able on past accounts under the new 
capital setup. 

Acceptance by Lester Cowan of 
the general managership of Condor 


new funding. Stephens said com- 


pany owes $141,000 on unsecured 
accounts and $190,000 on secured 
loans. Declared both RKO and 


Grand National would make new re- 


leasing deals, depending on cred- 
itors’ attitude. 
New coin is said to be coming | 


from Automatic Products of N. Y.. 
plus $150,000 loan and $30,000 from | 
present stockholders. 





| 








TOVARICH’ IN AFTER 66 


DAYS, $1,400,000 COST 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Director Anatole Litvak brought 
in “Tovarich’ at Warners Saturday 
after 66 days of shooting. 

Production hit a budget figure 
of $1,400,000. Claudette Colbert and 
|Charles Boyer are co-starred with 
Robert Lord as associate producer. 








Coast Prod. Deals 


Hollywood. Sept. 21. 

The Pantages and RKO Hillstreet 
theatres closed a deal to get selective 
list of Columbia pictures first run 
dates. ‘Lost Horizon’ comes in as 
first under the new setup after clos- 
ing of U's ‘100 Men and a Girl.’ 

Partmar Corp., operators of the 
Paramount and Downtown theatres, 
L. A., had been involved in a con- 
troversy with Col over ‘Horizon.’ 
The Par previously had the selection 
of Col films. The new deal was 
|elosed in N. Y. by Nate Blumberg, 
Rodney Pantages, Cliff Work and 
Fred Meyer, film buyer. 





Best Selling Pix Scores. 


‘Can’t Have Everything’ (20th). 
(Gordon- Revel.) 

‘Artists and Models’ (Par). 
(Koehler-Young-Arlen-Hollander- 
Rubin.) 

‘Varsity Show’ (WB). 
(Mercer-Whiting.) 

*Vogues of 1938’ (UA). 
(Brown-Fain; Loesser-Sherwin.) 

‘Double or Nothing’ (Par). 
(Coslow - Siegel; Johnson - Burke; 
Lane-Freed.) 

‘Mr. Dodd Takes the Air’ (WB). 


(Warren-Dubin.) 








BANKROLL 
FROM US. 


London, Sept. 21. 
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aid of Alexander Korda, 





By JACK OSTERMAN 





Cleveland, Sept. 21. 


Well, we arrived here oKay... 
drew a half a buck in advance to 
get through the Holland Tunnel and 
drove through Pennsylvania to the 
Buckeye State. Every small town 
in Pennsy has a monument and a 
cannon in the center of the town... 
didn’t find out the angle but it-seems 
that the policy must have been years 
ago for the pioneers to first find a 
canon then build a town around it. 


We were very much intrigued by 
getting a load of some Quaker girls 
on the way...the McCoy, too...pale 
faces, black bonnets. and all...some 
of them looked like N. T. G.’s gals 
leaving Dave’s Blue Room at six in 
the morning...but don’t get us 
wrong, we love Quaker Oats! 


Cleveland isn’t as dead as Skolsky 
said it was...or did he say it was 
..no?...then that’s where we heard 
it. First thing we did was to visit 
the much talked of Aquacade which 
is in its last freezing week...don’t 
know how the girls can take it. Vin- 
cent Lopez is furnishing the music 
with Vince’s pan colder than ever, 
which gives you a-rough idea. He 
is using an icicle for a baton. 


We got down on our knees and 
shook hands with Billy Rose...the 
highest paid plumber in the world 

.-he turns on a faucet and out 
jumps Lake Erie with a production 
...right now he’s thinking of put- 
ting in a heating system and holding 
the show over for the winter. He 
emphatically denies he intends tak- 
ing out Niagara Falls as a _ unit. 
Right now, also, he is trying to find 
the fifth dimension, ignoring the 
fourth entirely. Johnny Weissmuller 
and Eleanor Holm are the stars... 
Tarzan’s theme song is, “There’s No 
Place Like HOLM.’ But don’t get 
us wrong, we love Fannie Brice! 

One girl missed a show the other 
night so they deducted from her sal- 
ary pro rata of one sitting dive and 
two backhand strokes. 

This Mayfair Casino where we 
open tomorrow (Thursday) is even 
larger than our Broadway French 
Casino...the kitchen is so far from 
the main dining room they pipe in 
the ketchup from Youngstown. 

They have three huge bars be- 
fore you enter the Casino proper.. 
the Hawaiian cocktail lounge and 
two others...but don’t get us wrong, 
we still love Coca-Cola! 


FED TRADE COMMISH’S 
PAR PROBE NEARS END 


Washington, Sept. 21. 

Preliminary Government probe of 
exhibitors’ complaints about Para- 
mount’s alleged withholding of 
scheduled pictures is nearing a fin- 
ish with indications that Federal 
Trade Commission will hand down 
complaint ordering the company to 
submit formal answer to independent 
theatre owners’ beefs. 

As Commish proceeds in typical 
secrecy, conference between an un- 
dercover man and leaders of the in- 
die exhib faction last week was dis- 
closed. Understood the F.T.C. leg- 
man received names of several dozen 
theatre owners who are willing to 
testify they booked Par product last 
season on strength of representa- 
tions that output would include the 
deferred features. 

How soon the informal probe will 
be finished could not be estimated, 
but snoopers were described as vir- 
tually ready to submit their report. 
Unofficial predictions were that 
Commish will be handed a recom- 
mendation that formal show-cause 
order be served on Par, with formal 
hearings threatened if the company 
does not present more convincing 
evidence than has been obtained to 
date. 











A BROADWAYITE: 
LEAVES BWAY 


|a substantial amount 
|for his production activities 


American bankers. 


Samuel Goldwyn deal 
of United Artists. 


privately and in his own behalf. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Edward Alperson. 
Ronnie Ames. 
Bill Bacher. 
Joseph Bernhard. 
Mary Brian, 

Joe Cooper. 
Rosita Diaz. 
Harlan Dixon. 

S. Charles Einfeld. 
Madge Evans, 
Larry Fox. 
Kenneth Howell. 
Eddie Kane. 

Sam Kerner. 
Marc Lachmann. 
Al Lichtman, 
Bill Lyon. 

Lee Marcus. 
Zeppo Marx. 
Allen Norman, 
Frank Orsatti. 
Rodney Pantages. 
William A, Pierce. 
Jed Prouty. 
David Rose. 
Robert Taplinger. 
Jack L. Warner. 
Billy West. 





N. Y. to L. 


Don Ameche. 
Clark Andrews. 
Joan Bennett, 
Harry Cohn, 
Edwin Daly. 
Sidney R. Fleisher. 
Lou Goldberg. 
Frank Gilimore. 
Dr. A. H. Giannini. 
Henry Jaffe. 
George Jessel. 
Conrad Nagel. 
Shimen Ruskin, 
Ben Rocke. 

Joseph M. Schenck. 
Barbara Stanwyck. 
Walter Wanger. 
Patricia Wilder. 





SAILINGS 


Sept. 29 
Norton V. Ritchey (Berengaria). 


Eddie Foy, Jr. (Washington). 


Sept. 22 (London to 
Louis B. Mayer (Normandie). 


Sept. 22 (New York to London), 
Stuart Doyle (Bremen). 


Sept. 18 (London to New York), 
David Sarnoff (Paris). 

Sept. 18 (New York to Los An- 
geles), Barbara Stanwyck (Virginia). 
Sept. 18 (London to New York), 
Peter Donald, Jr. (Georgic). 

Sept. 18 (London to South Africa), 


Mr. and Mrs. Ben Lyon (Stirling 
Castle). 





ARRIVALS 


Louis Epstein, Cotton Club Revue, 
Horace J. Parmelee, Emanuel List, 
Charles Vidor, Karen Morley, Ber- 
tram Mills, Frank Lawton, Eugene 
Goossens, Mr. and Mrs. Maurice 
Barber, Terrence Rattigan, Hilde- 
garde, Hal Roach, Corrado Pavolini, 
Mario Del Papa, Giorgio Polacco, 
Massimo Freccia, Constantino and 
Pietro Yon, Paul Cravath, James 
Warwick, Victor Prahl, William 
Kermell, Barbara Lamy, Penelope 
Dudley Ward, Marcel Vallee, Jac- 
queline Porel, Guy Middleton, Cyril 
Raymond, Wilfred Pelletier, Mildred 
Dilling, Claus Mann, Edwin L. 
James, L. K. Sidney. 





KORDA’S FRESH 


American capital has come to the 
It is re- 
liably ascertained that the producer 
has recently succeeded in obtaining 
of financing 
from 


This financing deal is in no way 
related toe the Alexander Korda- 


for control 
The financing 
which Korda has arranged was done 


(New York to London), 
Sept. 23 (New York to London), 


Sept. 22 (New York to London) 
Rosita Diaz, Mr. and Mrs. Reginald 
P. Baker, David Rose (Queen Mary). 


New York), 


Sept. 22 (London to New York), 
Jack M. Rubens, Hannen Swaffer 
(Berengaria). 
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* 1936 is going to be followed this 
_ In doing so they are pursuing the 
‘ companies which wish to duck the 


* heavy surtax on undistributed profits 
- still in effect by the federal govern- 


’ profits for 1937 will be. 


. the fact a few companies already 
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U'S TRI-CORNERED 





Pix Companies Already Mulling 


Year-End Extra 


Cash Dividends 


Rather Than Stiff Tax Raps by US. 


4 


The idea of year-end cash divi- 
dends so prevalent at the close of 


year by numerous picture companies. 


present policy of large industrial 


ment. ; 

Companies which have not figured 
in cash extras thus far in the current 
year probably will join the proces- 
sion as soon as they obtain a rough 
idea of what their undistributed 
Some finan- 
cial seers of film firms who, at this 
time last year, thought that the cash 
distribution to avoid paying this sur- 
tax was only to be temporary, now 
are inclined to think that the statute 
will not be repealed for twe years 
or more, if then. 

With such in mind, the customary 
extra melon cutting probably will be 
larger this year than 1936 because 
profits are running higher. Forecast 
of these extra servings was seen in 


have begun year-end cash distribu- 
tions to stockholders or have an- 
nounced plans for them. 

The federal surtax, which runs 
around 30% as a maximum, hits 
companies showing $500,000 or more 
undistributed profit the hardest. 
Companies intent on building a re- 
serve for lean years fail to see the 
percentage of keeping this taxable 
surplus wage or hold it in reserve 
by temporarily shifting to another 
fund. It is reported that some com- 
panies have been able to place the 
money in other funds temporarily, in 
hopes that the law would be re- 
pealed, but such temporary status 
cannot be continued for long. And 
with the law expected to be around 
for some time now, officers and di- 
rectors see payment of the tax only 
working a hardship on the financial 
future of the company. 

Few picture companies think it is 
treating their stockholders right to 
pay any 30% surtax on profits that 
have not been distributed because 
this heavy payment is in addition to 
the normal income tax, running 
around 12%. Any such 42% tax pay- 
ment is viewed as foolhardy espe- 
cially when 30% payment can be 
avoided and the stockholders made 
happy by giving them extra divi- 
dends. 

The surtax is so graduated that 
$500,000 undistributed profits is 
viewed as the sum when the higher 
percentage brackets _ start. The 
smaller company showing profits, not 
distributed, of $15,000 to $25,000 pays 
So much lesser tax. 


H’WOOD PAYROLL IN 
1935—-$95,725,000 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Picture industry paid out $95,725,- 
000 in wages and salaries in 1935 
according to figures released by the 
L. A. Chamber of Commerce. Film 
workers sharing in the total listed 
at 23,179. 
The entire L. A. County payroll 
in 1935 amounted to $245,100,000, 











Clark’s Trek 


John D. Clark, general sales man- 
ager of the 20th Century-Fox, will 
Soon visit the Coast to confer with 

arryl Zanuck, and later leave for 
a tour of the company’s exchanges. 

Clark probably will start for the 
Coast early next week. 





MG Recalls Chodorov 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Edward Chodorov returns to Metro 
aS an associate producer. 
He has been at RKO two months 


7 





Winninger-U Truce 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 





have ironed .out their difficulties 
over the actor’s part in ‘Young Mi’an’s 
Fancy’ and. Winninger has .returned 
to the studio, U taking him off the 
suspended list. 

As soon as he completes the role, 
Winninger moves over to Paramount 
for a featured part in Mae West's 
‘Every Day’s a Holiday.’ 


JUSTICE DEPT. 
SLEUTHS ON 
THE COAST 


Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 
Arrival here last week of Albert 
J. Law and Harold Collins, special 
assistants to U. S. attorney general, 
brought the immediate announce- 
ment that a showdown is due quick- 








ly on charges of discrimination in 
film distribution and exhibition. 

Law said producers and theatres 
either will be cleared of suspicion 
or federal indictments will be 
sought, 

Four accountants went to work 
at once checking the books of major 
studios, which freely offered co- 
operation. 


COOPER AND COLBERT IN 
‘BLUEBEARD’ CO-STARS 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Gary Cooper has been set to co- 
star with Claudette Colbert in Ernst 
Lubitsch’s Paramount production, 
‘Bluebeard’s Eighth Wife,’ which 
goes before the cameras Oct. 4. 

Cooper’s return to Paramount is 
part of a deal that takes Henry 
Hathaway, Par megger, to Samuel 
Goldwyn, probably to direct a 
Cooper film under the Goldwyn- 
United Artists banner. Cooper also 
has been ticketed to do one a year 
for three years for Emanuel Cohen’s 
Major Productions and Paramount 
release, first of which will be ‘What 
Ho!’ 


10% Suit on ‘Wind’ Castee 
Even Before Film Starts 


Birmingham, Sept. 21. 
A suit against Bebe Anderson, 
former college girl of this city who 
has been given a role in the movie, 
‘Gone With the Wind,’ seeking 10% 
of her earnings has been filed in cir- 
cuit court here by Charles Preston, 
staff photographer of the Birming- 
ham Post, and M. S. Suggs, former 

manager of the Alabama theatre. 
They claim she verbally promised 
them 10% of her earnings for their 
efforts to get her into films. Preston 











ternational and also to True Con- 


Miss Anderson second prize in a con- 





00 a scrip. ag assignment. 


test of find ‘Miss Typical America.’ 


Charles Winninger and. Universal |. 
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For Company Dominance— 
Crucial Meeting Last 
Night (Tuesday) by Rul- 
ing Powers—May Result 
in Resignations or Radi- 
cal Compromises 





5-YEAR CONTRACTS 





Universal Pictures Co., Inc., is 


embroiled in an internal battle for 
operating control of the company, 
involving R. H. Cochrane, president; 


Charles R. Rogers, executive vice- 
president and head of production, 
and J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman. 
This was to have been determined 
last night (Tues.) at a high conclave 
of the company’s board. Until late 
yesterday when Variety went to 
press, the question remained un- 
answered. 

Whichever way the decision runs, 
resignations may likely follow and 
the outcome is expected apprehen- 
sively by the trade today (Wed.), al- 
though a compromise result could 
occur, 

There has been serious conflict of 
authority among the chieftains al- 
most from the time that Cowdin, an 
outsider, came into Universal with 


Sime 





the departure of Carl Laemmle. 
Without any previous experience in 
the business, Cowdin became chair- 
man of the company’s board at a 
salary stated to be around $77.000 
yearly for five years. Cowdin’s en- 
trance into Universal is figured to 
have become possible only through 
the help of the American Telephone 
& Telegraph and Western Electric, 
via Electrical Research Products, 
Inc., and a certain finance firm 
which handled some of ERPI’s film 
investments, 

Cowdin forced many changes, it’s 
said, in the company. Among these 
was the retirement of N. L. Man- 
heim, export manager who was di- 
rectly responsible for giving Uni- 

(Continued on page 10) 


HELLINGER SIGNS AS A 
PRODUCER AT WARNERS 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Warners and Mark Hellinger have 
come to terms and the syndicate 
writer reports to the studio Nov. 1 
| as a producer. He quits all his news- 
paper scrivenings with the exception 
of the Hearst Sunday feature. 
| Starting date has been set for Nov. 
/15 at 20th-Fox for 
made from Mark Hellinger’s original 
|} yarn, ‘Six Girls in Death.’ Sol M. 
| Wurtzel will produce. 


Doug, Jr., Back at Radio 


For ‘Wonderful Time’ Role 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

















| Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., returns to doubtedly cost more than Hollywood 
claimed that he made numerous pic-/| the RKO lot for the first time in productions. 

tures of Miss Anderson which were | three years to play opposite Ginger | 
submitted by Suggs to Selznick In-| Rogers in ‘Having Wonderful Time.’ | looking 
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picture to be} 


| 


| 
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| Deal with Fairbanks was set via! 


wood and London. Pandro S. Ber- 


man will produce. 


fessions magazine, which awarded | trans-Atlantic phone between Holly-| eign circuits, feeling as long as he 





Jack Warners in N. Y. 


Jack L. Warner, accompanied by 
Mrs. Warner, reached New York 
yesterday (Tues.) and will sail for 
Furope after a brief stayover in 
home office territory. While away 
from the Coast, Harry M. Warner 
will take active charge of pro- 
duction. 

S. Charles Einfeld came in with 
the Warners yesterday but returns 
almost immediately. 


U. S. PIX EXECS 
LONDON MEET 
ON QUOTA 


American film companies have 
converged their foreign sales chiefs 
in London, where the biggest hud- 
dle on the foreign end of the trade 
is now under way, since the famous 
electric conference in Paris, in 











those early talker days. This time, 


the American company representa- 
tives are concentrating in London on 
the British quota. 

Filmdom is anxious about that 
prospective new quota law. And 
there can be no greater anxiety 
demonstrated nor interest than 
which is being shown by the pres- 
ence in London, at this time, of the 
foreign department chiefs of nearly 
every major company. Of course, 
the on-the-ground representatives of 
the companies are in the thing, too. 

The list of American company rep- 
resentatives now in London includes, 
among others, John W. Hicks, Jr., 
vice-president in charge of foreign 
sales, of Paramount; Sam E. Morris, 
v. p. and foreign chief of Warners; 
Joe Seidelman, foreign chief of Co- 
iumbia Pictures; Gus Schaefer, for- 
eign sales chief of Universal, be- 
sides Phil Reisman, foreign sales 
chief of RKO. This in addition to 
the presence in London of Louis B. 
Mayer and Adolph Zukor now and 
other big film execs within the past 
two or three weeks. 

These men are in London to get 
first-hand information and to ob- 
serve the situation directly and at 
close hand. 





Zukor Just Surveying 
London Scene, He Says 


London, Sept. 21. 

Adolph Zukor arrived here Mon- 
day (20) from the Continent. He says 
he will remain here a fortnight to 
consider local production activities 
with an open mind, but will not start 
production here on any important 
scale for another six months. Asked 
about the cost of big pictures com- 
plying with quota, when produced 
here, Zukor said they would un- 


Zukor says he has his hands full 
after production without 
bothering about ownership of for- 


produced good pictures all circuits 


IN. ROGERS London Hears Prudential Ins. Co. 
Backing Korda in Goldwyn-UA Deal: 
Also That Mervyn LeRoy's In on It 


London, Sept. 21. 

Prudential Insurance interests and 
Alexander Korda are indicated as 
awaiting the return of David Rase, 
United Artists official, from the 
Sta.es with a plan stated to have the 
blessing of Samuel Goldwyn. Re- 
ported Mervyn LeRoy, son-in-law. of 
Harry M. Warner, would be included 
in the deal by which Goldwyn and 
Korda propose to purchase control 
of United Artists. 

The LeRoy end would bring in 
one-third, or around $2,000,000, of the 
required option money. Rose, it is 
hinted, 1s heading this way in order 
to work with Korda for a setup of 
the new U.A. control on a three-way 
basis, Goldwyn-Korda-LeRoy, rather 
than just Goldwyn-Korda. 

Rose’s haste in returning to Lon- 
don is occasioned by intimations that 
on such a tri-deal Korda could sell 
Prudential, his backers, an additional 
chance to share in the U.A. control 
if and when. 

Of -course, it is intimated that 
Goldwyn can raise $2,000,000 on his 
own in America through American 
banker circles, thus covering one- 
third of his money end in the pro- 
posed control. Korda and Pruden- 
tial, if Prudential participates, or 
other British bankers would cover 
an additional $2,000,000 of the 
financing. 

Korda recently negotiated a pro- 
duction sustenance from Ameriea, 
but his part of the U.A. option 
money, it is indicated, will be the 
only part to come by way of the 








would be opened to them, 


British end, if so. 

While the LeRoy thing is on, it is 
indicated at the same time that the 
Goldwyn-Korda talks with American 
bankers of RKO relative to sponsor- 
ing the G-K-UA deal is by no means 
cold. 

H. M. Warner’s Shadow 

There is a broad presumption that 

Harry M. Warner personally is to 
(Continued on page 25) 


FIDLER TURNS ACTOR 
FOR WB; 506 IST PIC 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Jimmie Fidler has dottedlined with 
Warners to play featured roles in 
five pictures at Warners starting at 
$50,000 for the first. If he clicks he 
pulls down $60,000 for his second, 
$75,000 each for the third and fourth, 
and $100,000 for the fifth under the 
contract. 

Initialer may be a musical film, 
with Fidler’s ticket calling for him 
to start work within 30 days after 
Jan. 1. He draws top billing next 
to starring names and pact specifies 
that the pictures must be in the A 
classification. 


‘Robin Hood’ Crew Pitches 
Location Site for Month 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
By the end of this week, Warners 
will have an entire company of 
players, technicians and other pro- 
duction crews on location at Chico, 














Calif., to remain a month filming 
scenes for ‘Adventures of Robin 
Hood.’ 


Tony Gaudio heads cameramen 
and electricians who went ahead to 
establish the base and prepare for 


shooting. Principals, including Ere 
rol Flynn, Melville Cooper, Patric 
Knowles, Donald Crisp, Herbert 


Mundin and others move up to the 
location around the end of this week. 


Myers at Metro 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Zion Myers checked in at Metro 
as associate producer after leaving 
Grand National. 

Newcomer takes over the spot left 
vacant by Michael Fessier, who ree 
turns to writing. 
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PAR STRIKE MAY FORCE PHILLY DUALS; 
ALL PRODUCT BUYS SLOWED 20-90% 





Exhibs Most Cautious in Dealing with the Other Dis- 
tributors—Fewer Contracts Predicted This Year 
—More Reissues arid Indies 


+ 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21 
Indies’ strong date and buying 
strike against Paramount here is 
having. wide repercussions on other 
exchanges. -Tangled Par ‘situash and 
resultant publicity has set exhibs to 


much mére careful consideration 
than in previous years of termers 
with other producers with whom 
they do biz. 

And—as a result—buying, has been 


slowed up considerably. Many ex- 
changes which ordinarily would be 
practically’ all solid by this date find 
themselves. with contracts from only 
10-80% of their former clients. 

Conviction is growing among dis- 
tribs that there are going to be few- 
er contracts this season than for 
many seasons back. Exhibs are not 
only taking their time, but many 
have decided to buy from fewer ex- 
changes. Many of those houses 
which last year were taking product 
from three or four or more pro- 
ducers have cut out the one. that 
served them least well last season. 

All exhibs in this territory, with 
exception of just about three or 
four, made a comfortable living from 
their houses last year. . While few 
lost money, few really piled up any 
large amount of coin. And past 
summer was worse than 1936. 

So, faced with increased overhead 
as a result of unionization and gen- 
erally higher prices, they feel that 
greater film rentals this season will 
just about wipe out their com- 
fortable living. Thus the battles 
with he exchanges and the fights 
to keep rentals at a minimum. 


Four Ideas 


Various means are being adopted 
to peg outgo for product at lower 
level. Principal ways are: 

1, Extending playing time from 
four changes to three changes, or 
three changes to two changes a 
week. This means deals with fewer 
companies with resultant savings 
from pix paid for and not used. 

2. Use of more reissues. Indies 
finding they can buy a reissue or a 
revival of last year’s socko 40% for 
25%. While this in most cases won't 
burn up the b.o., it will provide a 
more certain reasonable net than a 
very ordinary program turkey. 

3. Use of more indie product. 
While small producers admittedly 
can’t supply same quality pix the big 
boys can, most of it makes satis- 
factory dual fodder. The Par situ- 
ash is thus more and more leading 
Philly along the path toward be- 
coming a double-feature town. Once 
almost devoid of the twinners, idea 
becoming more and more popular 
with small exhibs here. 


How They Rate the Product 


Situash at various majors here as 
seen by the exhibs: 

20th-Fox: Provided best product 
last season and pretty fair terms. 
As a result is most sold of the ma- 
jors today, with about 80%. 

Metro: Last season’s films not so 
hot as previous years, but satisfac- 
tory. Sold about 70%. 

RKO: Deals pretty well com- 
pleted on about same basis as last 
season. Product n.s.h. but ‘at least 
delivered what they promised.’ 

Columbia: Selling fair so far. 
Prices slightly higher than last sea- 
son. Pix brought no great returns 
in 1936-37. 

United Artists: Came through 
nicely on last season’s contracts and 
selling okay to date. 

Warners: Except for Par, worst off 
of the majors as far as sales go up 
to this time. Encountering difficul- 
ties selling because of terms that 
many indies feel are as severe as 
Paramount's. Asking 30-35% for 16 
pix, which exhibs think is too much. 
Showing no inclination to step down, 
and this is knocking buying off bad- 
ly. Many complaints on last season’s 
product that it was too short. Too 
many 60-minute pix driving exhibs 
to duals. 

Universal: Boys laying off buying 
here too because of poor pix last 
season. However, relaxation of sales 
policy in territory has hypoed sales. 
Now asking percentage on minimum 
of only four pix. 

Par Decision Oct. 4 

Paramount has sold practically 
nothing around Philly. It was au- 
thoritatively learned that the ex- 





But No. Payoff 


Aiea Sept, 21. 
There’s a horserace sequence 
in Metro’s ‘Thoroughbreds Don’t 


Cry,’ which Alfred E. Green is 
directing. 
So Green picked the jockey 


who was to win the race, sent- 
him to the Santa Anita club- 
house and had him don Green’s 
own racing silks. 











Duvivier's $220,000 
Metro Deal for 5; 


Films Set, Almost 


Paris, Sept. 14. 

Hotlywood’s grab for French tal- 
ent is still keeping up a high aver- 
age—but the latest dip into the Paris 
pool did not come out so well. 

It concerns Julien Duvivier, tops 
as far as French directors go. and 
M-G-M. Reports went the rounds 
that Duvivier had signed up, but it 
was not as fast as all that. 

Duvivier was asked and negotia- 
tions were well under way. Prices 
talked of named $40.000 for the 
French director for the first year for 
film, the same figure for two each 
the following year, and $50,000 for 
two each the third year. It ap- 
peared. then as though Duvivier’s 
John Henry was going on the line. 

Then Duvivier started making con< 
ditions. First he wanted clear pay- 
off, all taxes to be paid by Metro. 
Furthermore, he wanted to choose 
his own collaborators. and have a 
free hand in general. No deal. 








Straw Hatter for Pix 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 


Caroline Fisher arrived last week 
under contract to director Wesley 
Ruggles and may go into ‘True Con- 
fession,’ which Ruggles is megging 
at Paramount, 

Miss’ Fisher, a former Northwest- 
ern University co-ed, has been for 
three year co-director with her 
brother, Richard Wylie Fisher, of the 
Theatre in the Garden, summer stock 
group at Fish Creek, Colo. 





GUIZAR COMIN’ BACK 
Buenos Aires, Sept. 21. 


Tito Gulzar concludes his work for 
Radio El Mundo here around Oct. 
10, sailing shortly thereafter for the 
U. S. after having played eight 
weeks here on the radio and in El 
Mundo’s affiliated theatres. 

Singer is expected back at Para- 
mount studios the first of Novem- 
ber to appear in an undesignated 
film. 





week and they were with tiny sub- 
sequent-runners. Strike situation at 
status quo now awaiting decision of 
Circuit Court Oct. 4. Meantime 
there is no injunction in effect and 
indies are free to picket houses using 
Par product. 

Situash, however, was made clear 
in Independent Film Bulletin last 
week. It reprinted weekly programs 
of 113 houses in the territory as 
shown in each Saturday’s Evening 
Public Ledger. Only one spot had 
a Par pic. Indie Bulletin, under cut 
of the Ledger page, asked: ‘Picket 
Whom?’ 

As result of legal threats against 
them last week by Erny and Nolen, 
owners of the Erlen theatre, Warner 
circuit has entirely stopped playing 
Par products in spots competing with 
indie houses that were using Para- 
mount. It is reported WB so anxious 
to keep out of the trouble entirely, 
it not even using its half of the 
product in spots in which it has 
a split, such as at the WB Logan and 





¢hange got only two termers last 


Hunt’s Rockland, 








Par Debuting Imported 
Pair in ‘Lady of Tropics’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Initial starrer: for Isa Miranda, 
Italian actress, under her new Para- 
mount contract, will be ‘The Lady of 
the Tropics,’ Wanda Tuchock origi- 
nal. 

Lucien Hubbard will produce and 
Fred MacMurray plays opposite, 
with Rigaud, Argentine actor, in sec- 
ond male spot. 





Pollack. Mitchell Grind 


Out Eight Tunes at 20th 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Eight original tunes have’ been 
turned in at 20th-Fox hy Lew Pol- 
lack and Sidney Mitchell. 

Darryl F. Zanuck has okayed four 
of the numbers and they have been 
shipped to England for the Gracie 
Fields film, ‘He Was Her Man.’ Dit- 
ties are ‘My Only Romance,’ ‘If I 
Hadn’t. Done What I Did,’ ‘I’m So 
Glad You Asked Me’ and ‘Live and 
Learn.’ 

Other four, for Shirley 
starrer, ‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook 
Farm,’ include ‘Happy Ending,’ 
‘Alone with You,’ ‘Au Revoir’ and 
‘Crackly Cornflakes.’ 





Temple 





Par’s ‘Jungle’ in Color 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Paramount has entered ‘Her Jun- 
gle Love,’ featuring Dorothy Lamour, 
in the technicolor sweepstakes of 
1938, with production tentatively 
skedded to start early in November, 
contingent upon Miss Lamour’s fin- 
ishing in ‘Big Broadcast.’ 

Film will be shot in the wild Mexi- 
can country around Acapulco. 
George Arthur has been set as as- 
sociate producer, 





Forster Enroute 


Vienna, Sept. 10. 
Film star Rudolf Forster will pro- 
ceed to Hollywood shortly. 
He plans to finish his Vienna work 
speedily. 





Grant in Hepburn Pic 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Cary Grant draws the assignment 
as male lead opposite Katharine 
Hepburn in Radio’s ‘Bringing Up 
Baby.’ 

Cliff Reid produces and Howard 
Hawks directs, 





‘Folly’ Script Assigned 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Script of ‘Hubert’s Folly,’ which 
William Sistrom Will produce at 
Radio, has been handed to Helen 
Meinardi, 

Writer was responsible for the 
orig of ‘I Met _ “in Paris.’ 
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Jones Gets a Lift, 


wee 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

: Alten Jones returned to work in 
Metro’s ‘The Ugly Duckling’ this 
week, having smoothed out his dis- 
agreement with the studio over the 
importance of his role. 

Part written in for Jones was con- 
siderably strengthened. 


‘Damaged Goods’ OK'd 
In 2d Rebuff to Det.’s 
Police Chief Pickert 





Detroit, Sept. 21. 
Police Commissioner Heinrich 
Pickert received his second film- 


censor rebuff in a week when Cir- 
cuit Judge Guy A. Miller last week 
| granted an injunction to Cinerna the- 
atre permitting it to show ‘Damaged 

Goods.’ The downtown theatre’s 
femees had been revoked by police 
after Pickert ruled that the social- 
disease flicker was. improper. Judge 
Miller, however, declared police may 
prohibit showing of a film only when 
the flicker is indecent in itself. 

Previously, another circuit judge 
scored Pickert for deleting several 
uncomplimentary references to Hit- 
ler and Mussolini in ‘Heart of Spain’ 
opus, ordered the deletions replaced 
and okayed showing of film, 





Horace Jackson Accomps 


Marches to B’way for Play 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Fredric March and his wife, Flor- 
ence Eldridge, will play the leads in 
the Broadway production of Horace 
Jackson’s play, ‘Christian Hero,’ to 
be directed by John Cromwell. 

The deal for N. Y. production was 
closed by Jackson, who goes east to 
work on the play after finishing a 
scripting chore at Warner Bros. 


Hays Meet Next Month 


It was decided this week that the 
quarterly sessions of Hays organi- 
zation directors would not be held 
until October. Absence of certain di- 
rectors and fact that reports have 
yet to be completed on several vital 
topics prompted further postpone- 
ment. 

Directorate originally was sched- 
uled to meet early this month. 








Sealed Before Sailing 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Victor McLaglen was handed a 
new contract by Darryl F. Zanuck 
last week just prior to his de- 
parture for England to play opposite 
Graeie Fields in ‘He Was Her Man.’ 

Brian Donlevy also has a featured 
role in the film. 


Taking After Ma 


Hollywood, Sept, 21. 
Fanny Brice’s 18-year-old daugh- 
ter, Frances, gets her first picture 
job in Metro’s ‘Rosalie.’ 
Ma is at the same studio. 








Chevalier Quits Casino de Paris 


Revue for Pic: 


4 
+> 


Paris, Sept. 14. 

Maurice Chevalier’s departure for 
London to make a picture under the 
direction of Rene Clair caused some 
unpleasant repercussions in the 
lobby of the Casino de Paris this 
week. Until the time of his de- 
parture Chevalier was starring in 
the Casino revue, so the first after- 
noon he was not there the customers 
had the idea they had not gotten 
their money’s worth. 

So loud and so strongly did they 
express their indignation that police 
had to be called to put down the 
disturbance. One demonstrator was 
arrested and taken to the station but 
later released. 

Management states that the name 
of Chevalier appeared in none of the 
publicity of the house and the cus- 
tomers had no right to demonstrate. 
Some of the malcontents produced 
handbills to the contrary, but it was 
proven that these had been printed 
in the past. As far as could be 
learned, no admission fees were re- 
funded. 

Raquel Meller is now headlining 
the revue until it closes late in Oc- 
tober or early November, when Mis- 
tinguett will step in to top the bill 
in the new winter revue. Femme 
lead, Nita Raya, is still there. — 


Nearly Starts Riot 








Katherine Locke’s Pix 
Assignment In the Air 


Pending settlement of B. P. Schul- 
berg’s production plans, Katherine 
Locke’s Hollywood schedule is in the 
air. Actress is under contract to the 
producer, who recently left the 


Paramount lot. Miss Locke recently 
returned from a European trip with 
her husband, Morris  Helperin, 
Alexander Korda _ representative. 
She and her agent, Sam Lyons, ex- 
pect to have her next film assign- 
ment settled by the end of this 
month. 

Actress, who clicked in ‘Having 
Wonderful Time’ last spring, has 
been sought by George Cukor for 
the part of Melanie in ‘Gone With 
the Wind.’ 





Swarthout’s ‘Nightingale’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Paramount has set Oct. 6 as the 
starting date for ‘The Yellow Night- 
ingale,’ Gladys Swarthout and John 
Boles picture with H. C. Potter 
directing and Harlan Thompson pro- 
ducing. 
Supporting 
Barrymore. 


east includes John 


All Square’ at MG* 


Unique Opinion 


is 


-OK’s Breening: 
Nix on Sex Pix 


Denver, Sept: 20. 
Municipal Judge Philip B. Gillj 





am 
warned Denver theatres that if they 
show films that fail under the ban 
of the police court they face the 
possibility of losing their licenses. 
in a decision to cut several scenes 
from ‘Smashing the Vice Trust.’ The 
decision was made following pro. 
tests from. members of the vice 
squad. 

Following is part of a statement 
made by Judge Gilliam concerning 
sex films: 

‘Now and then, in Denver, a mo- 
tion picture is shown of the type 


commonly known as a ‘sex picture’ 
Such pictures are usually played at 
the third-run theatres, and are ad- 


vertised as being ‘for adults only.’ 
Whenever these films are shown 
there jis usually a flood of protests 
sent to the authorities to have them 


stopped. 


‘When parties involved are brought 
into the municipal court, for a viola- 
tion of the ordinance prohibiting the 
showing of obscene pictures, they 
claim that there is a moral lesson 
involved and that the pictures are 
therefore educational, 


‘For years the motion picture in- 
dustry has endeavored to show to 
the public the type of entertainment 
that appeals to the people. Several 
years ago the Legion of Decency 
started a campaign against these sex 
pictures, The industry recognized 
and appreciated the good work be- 
ing done by the Legion, and were 
convinced that the public did not 
want such pictures. As a result, 
practically all of the producers 
joined the organization and will not 
put out a picture that has not been 
reviewed in the office of Joseph 
Breen and received acode number— 
designating that it is suitable enter- 
tainment for the public. 


‘No discrimination is shown in this 
reviewing office, as they realize that 
there are many different types of 
appeals. Their purpose is not to 
discriminate, but rather to clean up 
motion pictures, 


‘In other words, the motion pic- 
ture producers have taken it upon 
themselves to improve their indus- 
try, with a view to supplying the 
public with pictures of a high moral 
plane. Why, then, should Denver 
allow the tearing down of this com- 
mendable effort by permitting the 
showing of such sex pictures—films 
that the industry as a whole is 
against? 

‘In my opinion these so called sex 
pictures are not educational. They 
are displayed always with an infer- 
ence of evil. I,- personally, do not 
think a theatre is the proper plaee 
for sex education. 


‘The people of Denver, as a whole, 
object to such films, and I think 
their objections are well founded. 
As long as I'am on the Municipal 
bench I am going to have these pic- 
tures stopped, and if they are again 
displayed the theatre managers will 
place themselves in serious danger 
of losing their license.’ 


2 Legiters’ Film Break 


Shimen Ruskin, WPA actor whom 
Marc Connolly put into his Broads 
way production of ‘Having Wonder- 
ful Time,’ is the only member of 
that show’s cast to go into the film 
version. Actor was signed after 
Pandro Berman spotted him in the 
show last week and flies out today 
(Wednesday). 

He comes from Yiddish legit but 
couldn’t find work there so went on 
the WPA rolls. Connolly spotted 
him in a play at Daly’s last season. 











Chicago, Sept. 21. 

Muni Seroff, Yiddish legit actor 
who clipped his name from Serebrov 
for his first English language legit 
assignment in the local company of 
‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ goes 
to Hollywood on call from Columbia 
next month for the film version. 


ANOTHER MARILYN — 





Tulsa, Okla., Sept. 
Marilyn Miller, 17-year-old Tuise 
girl, has been given a contract with 





Universal. 
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Bigger Keys Try Not to Drain Pix 


Too Much, Whenever That's Feasible 


+> 


In the bigger keys, where situa- 
fions-permit, the idea of dissipating 
film too fast is more or less scien- 
tifically tackled. It depends on 
what’s in or due in, and holdovers, 
forced or genuine, are accordingly 
handled. 

Since 20th-Fox took over the Roxy, 
N. Y., for example, knowledge of 
impending films, and a desire not to 


drain the film too much at one 
stand, has eased pictures out of the 
house despite their holdoverability. 
‘Thin Ice’ is an instance. Could 
have stayed a third lap at the Roxy, 
but since ‘100 Men and a Girl’ (U) 
was waiting for its turn, the house 
didn’t force a third lap. 


‘Vogues’ (UA) just missed a third 
week's stop figure at Radio City Mu- 
sic Hall by $200, but regardless the 
distrib welcomes release to Loew’s 
theatres, rather than have it drained 
three weeks at the mammoth Hall, 
On the other hand the current in- 
cumbent, ‘Zenda,’ had to go three 
weeks because of its heavy stride. 
In the case of three weeks for ‘Star 
Is born’ at the Music Hall, also a 
UA pic, Charles C. Moskowitz, 
Loew’s theatre exec, squawked that 
this drained the film too much to de 
his houses any good, and that busi- 
ness, accordingly, wasn’t all it might 
have been for him. 


Both distrbs and exhibs recognize 
the merits of such situations, but try 
to gauge ‘em intelligently. 


PAR’S ‘MARCHING HERDS’ 
WILL BE OUTDOOR EPIC 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Paramount plans to follow up its 
success with ‘The Plainsman’ and 
‘The Texas Rangers’ with another 
epic western, ‘Marching Herds,’ with 
Lucien Hubbard handed the produc- 
tion reins on a heavy budget. 

Film will be made, according to 
William LeBaron, production chief, 
on a scale comparable with ‘Covered 
Wagon,’ ‘Cimarron’ and ‘North of 
36.’ Gary Cooper, Randolph Scott or 
Fred MacMurraw are under con- 
sideration for the male lead, 


Astaire-Rogers Set 
In Pic on the Castles 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Ginger Rogers returns to her 
twinklefoot routine in her next 
Radio co-starrer with Fred Astaire, 


which has been set as ‘Castles in 
the Air,’ 


Story deals with the careers of 
Vernon and Irene Castle, first pro- 
fessional ballroom team to terp to 
fame and fortune. andro S. Ber- 
man will produce. 

















REALLY, MISS NEAGLE? 


British Star Tells the French She 
Hates Hollywood 








Paris, Sept. 14. 

‘Victoria the Great,’ starring Anna 
Neagle and Anton Walbrook, pro- 
duced by Herbert Wilcox and dis- 
tributed by RKO, had its premiere 
here this week under the auspices 
of the expo itself, in honor of the 
English film industry. 

Presented at Cine 37, expo hall 
Situated under the Tour Eiffel, the 
blowout was headed by Minister of 
Commerce Chapsal, British Am- 
assador Sir Eric Phipps, expo com- 
Misaires and under-secretaries. ] 


Anna Neagle and Herbert Wilcox 
came over from London specially for 
the presentation while RKO threw a 
Party at the English pavillion before 
Spening of the film. Wilcox stated 
a had no intentions of making any 

™s in Hollywood while Miss 





a stated she hated Hollywood, 
Nd would never make a film there. 





Shearer’s Return 





Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Norma Shearer returns to the 
screen in Metro’s ‘Marie Antoinette,’ 
which will be made in Hollywood 
and not in London, as first skedded, 
according to Hunt Stromberg, pro- 
ducer. 

Stromberg is now back at the M-G 
studio after three months abroad. 
Sidney Franklin directs the Shearer 
vehicle when given the starting gun 
by Stromberg. 


BILL HART FILING NEW 
$685,000 SUIT VS. UA 


Attorneys for William S. Hart ‘in 
a day or two’ will file a new suit 
in N. Y. supreme court against 
United Artists Corp. for alleged 
breach of contract. Action will re- 
peat the previous claim of $500,000 
damages, but will add a new claim 
for $185,000 for money ‘unlawfully 
held.’ Suit is based on UA’s release 
of the plaintiff’s picture, “‘Tumble- 
weeds,’ produced in 1925 at a cost of 
$600,000. 

In his forthcoming action Hart 
will repeat the charge that the de- 
fendant breached its contract by 
‘block-booking’ his product, thereby 
injuring its value and preventing it 
from showing a profit. Film’s ‘quota’ 
was allegedly set at $800,000 by UA 
and it grossed approximately $346,- 
000 on 11,369 contracts. 

New plea will ask the previous 
$500,000 damages for that alleged 
violation. Additional claim for $185,- 
000 will be based on the charge that 
UA knowingly perpetrated a fraud 
by making a contract it never in- 
tended keeping. Alleged the de- 
fendant thereby forfeited its rights 
to its 35% of the receipts under the 
contract, amounting to $185,000. 

Actor’s original suit, brought in 
1931 in N. Y. supreme court, re- 
sulted in a jury verdict of $83,000 
damages, plus $1,759 costs, for the 
plaintiff. Appellate division last 
July 16, in a unanimous decision by 
the five presiding justices, set aside 
the verdict and ordered a new trial 
on the grounds that ‘not sufficient 
evidence was presented to sustain 
the verdict’ and that the amount of 
damages was improperly reached. 

Plaintiff had the choice of carrying 
an appeal to a higher court or bring- 
ing a new action in supreme court. 
Hart's attorney is Frederick Hemley, 
of House, Grossman, Vorhaus & 
Hemley. UA is represented by 
O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery. 


RAYMOND, FRED STONE 
DROPPED AT RKO PIX 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Contract options on the services of 
Gene Raymond and Fred Stone were 
allowed to lapse last week, with each 
actor due to make one more film be- 
fore expiration of their tickets. Ray- 
mond’'s will be ‘She’s Got That 
Swing’ and Stone is to be featured 
in ‘Going, Going, Gone.’ 

Raymond is understood to have 
been displeased for some time at the 
type of roles handed him. 














Bing’s A-Comin’ 
Spokane, Sept. 21. 
Bing Crosby has put the song- 
writing team of Johnny Burke and 
Jimmie Monaco to work on a new 
pep song for his alma mater, Gon- 
zava University. 
Song will be finished in time for 
Bing’s homecoming here, Oct. 21. 





Glorifying Newsreelers 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Newsreel lads will be glorified in 
Metro's ‘Let "Em All Talk,’ with Jack 
Conway set to direct. 
Cast is topped by Myrna Loy, 
Clark Gable and Spencer Tracy. 
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Take Films Fast 


Ready to Swallow ’Em 
Up — Ship 62 Features 
Since Aug. 1 








RUN ON A’S 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 


With a flood of class-A features 
being readied for national release in 
the next eight weeks, the astonish- 
ing consumption of Hollywood’s out- 
put by first run theatres everywhere 
shows no sign of a letup. 

Virtually every major producing 
organization will have its share in 
the fall releases. . Glance over the 
lineup shows that the curtain is to 
be lifted on the new season with 
the strongest array of product ever 
issued. 

Nevertheless, theatres are using 
up this top-bracket output even 
faster than the studios can turn it 
out, and with a greed that threatens 
the structure of the business. 

Dual billing of features, realign- 
ment of competitive first runs in key 
cities, and refusal of theatre opera- 
tors to hold outstanding hits for 
longer runs are some of the causes 
sontributing to this situation. Vio- 
lent protests are already being heard 
from major producers. 

Film exchanges are desperate for 
pictures and home office sales man- 
agers have been tormenting studio 
execs for weeks with telephone calls 
and wire demands for early ship- 
ment of pictures. 


Heavy October Run 


Six majors have announced 21 
A films for release by around Oct. 15 
and at least four top-bracket features 
are skedded to go out the first 10 days 
in November. Los Angeles first run 
houses are booked solid with A prod- 
uct up* to Nov. 1, with the two 
United Artists releases, ‘Vogues’ and 
‘Prisoner of Zenda,’ heading the list 
at the day-date Grauman’s Chinese 
and Loew’s State. 

Metro will release in October 
‘Madame X,’ ‘The Bride Wore Red,’ 
‘Double Wedding,’ ‘Conquest’ and 
‘Live, Love and Learn.’ 

On 20th-Fox’s October releasing 
schedule are ‘Life Begins in Col- 
lege,’ ‘Lancer Spy,’ ‘Heidi,’ ‘Ali Baba 
Goes to Town,’ with ‘Danger: Love at 
Work’ and ‘Second Honeymoon’ fol- 
lowing in November, 

Warners’ October releases are 
‘They Won't Forget,’ ‘That Certain 
Woman,’ ‘The Perfect Specimen,’ 
‘Back in Circulation’ and ‘The Great 
Garrick.’ 

Paramount’s include ‘High, Wide 
and Handsome,’ ‘Angel’ and ‘This 
Way, Please,’ with ‘The Barrier’ and 
‘Ebb Tide’ tentatively skedded for 
November. ‘Stage Door’ will be put 
out by RKO in October and possibly 
also ‘Music for Madame.’ 

Double billing has exhausted the 
reserve that the majors have been 
accustomed to maintain to guard 
against possible emergencies, 


Ship 62 Since Aug. 1 


Since Aug. 1, Hollywood studios 
have finished and shipped 62 fea- 
tures, 15 of which rate as being of 
the highest A quality. Of this A 
product, United Artists sent out four; 
Paramount, Metro, 20th-Fox and 
Warners three each, and Universal 
one. Theatre bookings are crowd- 
ing film exchanges so closely that 
in many instances films are rushed 
straight from the express offices 
into the theatres without exhibitors 


having a chance to exploit them 
properly. 
National releasing organizations 


exhibition during the three 
started last Friday (17). 





to a week ago, and it was regarded 
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Turned Out and Cry for | 
More — Heavy October 
Release, but Theatres 


Plenty of Prizes at Venice Film 
Expo: Bette Davis Cited for ‘Woman, 
‘Winterset, Disney, Victoria Victors 





. Justa Coincidence 





Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Film. industry has gone 
Shanghai crazy, with the fol- 
lowing pictures skeded to go 
into work soon built around 
the locale of the war zone: 
‘North of Shanghai,’ Radio; 
‘Daughter (formerly ‘East’) of 
Shanghai,’ Paramount; ‘West of 
Shanghai,’ Warners, and ‘Shang- 
hai Deadline,’ 20th-Fox. 

In addition Par is reissuing 
‘Shanghai Express.’ 











Twin City Exchanges 
Laff Off Indies’ Idea 
To Cut Down on Pix 


Minneapolis, Sept. 21. 

Local exchange’ managers. say 
they’re not concerned over action of 
Twin City independent neighbor- 
hood exhibitors in voting to cut 
down their weekly changes so that 
they can dispense with the product 
of companies demanding percentages 
against which they’re warring. Con- 
sensus of opinion among the branch 
managers is that move is financially 
impracticable and that the theatre 
owners will be forced to return to 
present number of changes. 

J. M. Podoloff, branch manager of 














| Crosby on 








have listed 29 pictures for first run} 
weeks | 
Of these | 
29, only 16 had been previewed up| 


20th-Fox, one of the 
which is the object of the present 
percentage ‘boycott,’ declares that if 


companies | 


Rome, Sept. 21. 
Venice Fifth International Cinema 


Exhibition is over, and France 
came out with the most prized 
award, the Mussolini Cup for the 


best foreign film, accorded to Julien 
Duvivier’s ‘Carnet de Bal’ (‘Dance 
Program’). 

United States came out with three 
prizes: the Volpi Cup for the best 
actress accorded to Bette Davis for 
her work in ‘Marked Woman’ (WB); 
the LUCE Cup for the best photog- 
raphy given for ‘Winterset’ (RKO); 
and the cup for the best animated 
cartoon, which went to Walt Disney. 

England’s ‘Victoria the Great’ (dis- 
tributed by RKO) took the Cup of 
Nations for the best world-premiere 


pic sent to the Exhibition and 
Robert Flaherty (again England) 


took the prize for the best foreign 
director with his ‘Elephant Boy’ 
(UA). Flaherty took the same prize 
two years ago with ‘Man of Aran’ 
(GB). 

France took the cup for the best 
artistic ensemble with ‘La Grande 
Illusion,’ and for the best film sub- 
ject with Sacha Guitry’s ‘Perles de 
la Couronne’ (Crown Pearls). 
Germany’s Emil Jannings won the 
cup for the best actor with his work 
in ‘Der Herrscher’ (‘The Ruler’), 

To Germany also went the prize 
for the best documentary pic, 
‘Mannesmann,’ and for the _ best 
scientific film, UFA’s ‘X-Rays.’ 


Italy’s Prizes 
Italy took the prize for the best 





the exhibitors are to make the policy | colonial pic with ‘Bronze Sentinels’; 


of fewer changes per week pay 
they'll surely need the _ strongest 
product possible and they won’t be 
able to get along without his pic- 
tures. He thinks the action eventu- 
ally will work out to his advantage. 

Fred Ableson and Gilbert Nathan- 
son, managers of GB and Republic, 
respectively, assert there aren’t 
enough box-office pictures available 
to sustain a policy of decreased 
changes and that the exhibitors will 
be hit so hard in the pocket that 
they’ll soon cease ‘their present non- 
sense.’ 

Exchange managers generally are 
resentful at the indies for ‘stirring 
up’ things. If these exhibitors are 
wise, declare the managers, they'll 
let well enough alone, The mana- 
gers insist that film rentals for Twin 
City neighborhood houses are the 
lowest in the United States and that 
more of these situations are nfaking 
money than anywhere else. Whereas 
the rentals generally average from 
20-25% of the grosses, they’re down 
to 15% in the Twin Cities, according 
to the managers. 


BEA LILLIE AT PAR FOR 
FILM JOB WITH CROSBY 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Beatrice Lillie is due in tomor- 
row (Wed.) to prepare for her co- 
starring role with Bing Crosby in 
Paramount’s ‘The Badge of Police- 
man O’Roon.’ 

Miss Lillie also will appear with 
the Kraft Music Hall 
radio show Oct. 7. 











Tarzan’s New Mate 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Eleanor Holm, swimming cham- 
pion, will arrive here Sept. 28 to play 
opposite Glenn Morris in ‘Tarzan’s 





Revenge,’ to be produced by Sol Les- | 


ser for 20th-Fox release. 
D. Ross Lederman is set to direct. 





films will not be ready in time to| in the east. 


make their advance release dates. 

Studios view with 
alarm this rushing through of top 
product, fearing that undue haste 


jas a certainty that eight or 10 of the, will lower quality. 


for film ‘best interpreting natural 
beauty’ with ‘Condottieri’; and for 
the best educational film with the 
LUCE newsreel. Besides these 
prizes, which were won in competi- 


part in the show, there were two 
prizes especially offered for the 
Italian industry. Of these ‘Scipio 
the African’ took the prize for the 
best Italian film; and Mario 
Camerini with ‘Signor Max’ for the 
best Italian director. Accordingly, 
every Italian film entered won some 
kind of a prize. 

At the end of listing prizes, the 
jury gave honorable mention to the 
films submitted by countries with 
very limited international markets, 
citing the following: Hungary for 
‘Soeur Marie’; Czecholovakia for 
‘Battalion’; India for ‘Sant Tuka- 
ram’; Poland for ‘Barbara de Radzi- 
will’ and ‘Three Chopin Etudes’; 
Japan for ‘Kojo no Tsuki’ and Aus- 
tralia for ‘Flying Doctor.’ 

Several American pics which were 
to have been shown did not get there 
after all. Among these were Para- 
mount's ‘High, Wide and Handsome’; 
a U. S. government film, ‘The River,’ 
and the much-heralded Paul Muni 
interpretation of ‘The Life of Zola.” 
Couldn't get there in time. 

English film ‘Victoria the Great,” 
which won the prize for the best 
world premiere film exhibited, ar- 
rived only at the last moment, 





| direct from the studio. 


| 


Show lasted three weeks and 41 
pics were shown. 





Wanger Back to Coast, 


considerable /aimost 


| family affairs, 


Starting Prod. Pronto 





| Joan Bennett is on a hurry trip 


back to the Coast to arrange her 
Then rushes back 
east to start rehearsals in ‘Stage 
Door.’ 

Walter Wanger also flew back 
over the week-end with ‘Stand-In’ 
|and ‘52d Street,’ after cutting them 
He was to have taken 
| a layoff, but is resuming production 
immediately, starting on ‘A 
Kiss in Paris’ with Madeleine Car- 
roll. Male lead and director yet to 
"be set. 
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Inside Stu! Pictu 


Columbia has closed the majority of its sales possibilities on ‘Lost Hort- 


zon,’ which was roadshown during 
Montague, genera! sales manager, is 
a 1937-38 release. 


the summer, and according to Abe 
getting top rentals on the picture as 


Various chain accounts which bought Col last season 


(1936-37) and had a Frank Capra production coming to them at lower 
terms than Col is asking for ‘Horizon’ as a new season's release, claim 
they are getting it at terms comparable to those for the undelivered Capra 


feature under the ’36-’37 contracts. 


Montague denies that they are, but 


admits there was considerable objection and that Col took all complaints 
into consideration in writing new deals, going with accounts to some ex- 
tent on their assumption ‘Horizon’ is the Capra picture they didn’t get 


during the ’36-’37 season. Whether o 


r not chains with buying power were 


able to get ‘Horizon’ at last year’s terms, as declared, the picture in first- 


run engagements so far is justifying the higher rentals demanded. 


Where 


an account didn’t sign for Col last season, of course, there is no ground 
for bargaining against the higher terms that are being demanded in sell- 


ing the new program. 


While Par is getting its home com 
extreme difficulty in getting 
Japanese stru@gle. 


shots from the 
Arthur Menken, socialite cameraman, who was so suc- 


mentatory staff in order, it is having 
warfare zone in the Sino- 


cessful for Par in Spain and elsewhere when nerve and daring was re- 


quired, is on his way to China now, 


according to latest report. Menken’s 


hurried dispatch to the Orient was caused by another cameraman’s fail- 


ure to provide coverage. 


Earl Nelson, listed as field correspondent, was 


on boat bound for Shanghai but showed distaste for assignment on arrival 


in the Chinese port and on last repor 


t was not doing any shooting. 


A total of eight commentators, some from radio, have been herded 


together as narration specialists un 


der Gabriel Heatter for Paramount 


News. The voice staff, in addition to Heatter, will include Frank Knight, 


of WOR, on general news; Gregory 
Carter, of WMCA, on horse racing; 
on football games; Joe Bolton on ba 


Abbott, on disaster, war, etc.; Bob 
Bill Slater of the Colonial network, 


seball, track events, college athletics, 


etc., and Sidney Walton, Joseph Boley and Mark Hawley on spot news. 





Despite back dividends paid in recent months on the 7% annual basis 


which took care of payments to June 


Keith-Orpheum Corp., and subsidiar 


30, 1933, the trustee report on Radio- 
y companies, revealed that $24.50 is 


in arrears on each preferred share of K-A-O. Report showed this to be 


equal to $1,042,303 on the 42,543 shares of 


as of Dec. 31, 1936, when the consolid 
KAO on Thursday (16) voted a $1. 
the company’s 7% 


as of Sept. 27 next. 


outstanding preferred stock. The M 


% at present outstanding, both 
ated balance sheet was dated. 
75 dividend out of capital surplus on 


cumulative convertible preferred stock for quarter 
ended March 31, 1934, payable on Oct. 


1, this year to shareholders of record 


RKO owns approximately one-third of the KAO firm’s 
. J. Meehan interests are understood 


to own an amount greater than this, with something under one-third of the 


approximately 64,000 shares in the hands of the public. 


the KAO common. 


RKO owns all of 





First major victory for former Sta 


te Senator Frank J. Harris, president 


of Harris Amus. Co., as GOP chairman in Allegheny County was nom- 
ination last week in primary of Robert Waddell for mayoralty on Repub- 


lican ticket. Harris picked Waddell, 


heretofore known to the public only 


as a one-time assistant football coach at Carnegie Tech, to run against 
William A. Magee, former mayor and a seasoned campaigner, and political 


observers generally credit Harris’ 


almost three-to-one victory over Magee. 


shrewd electioneering to Waddeli’s 
In general election, the Harris 


candidate will be opposed by the-present mayor, Cornelius Scully, who was 


the choice of the Democrats. 


Scully stepped into the office more than a 


year a<2 when Mayor McNair, Pittsburgh’s front-page chief executive, 


resigned. " 





WB SEES PHILLY 
OVER-THEATRED 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 


Warner Bros. circuit here has 
completely stopped its building pro- 
gram and will buy no new houses in 
the near future. 


Reason for the cessation of activi- 
ties is conviction, according to a 
Warner exec, that Philly is rapidly 
become overseated and over-the- 
atred. With de luxe indie houses 
going up on all sides, WB foresees a 
number of failures in about two 
years when, Warners expects, it may 
be able to step in and buy. 


Attracted by tales of good biz at 
the boxoffice, the Warner exec siid, 
much outside coin is coming into 
the film industry. Many of the 
houses this money is erecting are 
being operated by seasoned theatre- 
men, while others being run by pure 
amateurs. Vets, it was said, are ad- 
vocating erection of houses in spots 
where they certainly wouldn’t risk 
their own coin. The prospect of 
somebody getting a managerial job 
at a fancy figure is leading much 
building money astray. 


LIGHTMAN TAKING 
OVER 7 WBS IN KY. 


Deal is exvceted to-reach conclu- 
sion shortly under which’ M. -A. 
Lightman peneirates the State of 
Kentucky by taking .over -seven 
houses operated -by Warner Bros. 
in Danville, Fulton, Henderson. 
Owensboro and Princeton. WB is in- 
terested in disposing of the theatres 
because they. aré not xonveniéntly 
ad‘acent to other territories. 

Lightman, ,Paramount partner, op- 
era'cs presently. in Tennessee, Ark- 
ans2s and. Mississippi. . He was in 
New York two. weeks. ago, and at 
thet time discussed preliminary: des 
tails on the takeover. 











AMPAs Start Off With 
Renewed B. R. and Vigor 


After a very sketchy career and 
several years of financial worry, the 
Associated Motion Picture Adver- 
tisers resumed periodic luncheon 
meetings Thursday (16) at Sardi’s, 
N. Y., under its new president, Ralph 
Rolan of the March of Time. Testi- 
mony to the possibility a new lease 
of life is in store for the AMPA was 
an attendance (all paid) of 120. 


There have been no _luncheon- 
meetings since last spring when the 
association held its annual affair 
away from the Astor for the first 
time, doing it in a more economical 
and less flashy manner at the New 
Yorker. Rolan was installed at that 
time, succeeding Gordon White of 
Educational. 


Lunches will be held weekly and 
honor guests will be the policy as in 
the past. Those at Thursday’s 
initialer included Stuart Doyle, the 
Australian showman; George Elcok 
of Odeon Theatres in England, Nino 
Martini and the Harvest Moon Ball 
winners. Walter Wanger was sched- 
uled but couldn’t make it. 

Trade paper representatives are 
not excluded, suggestion along this 
line last spring being voted down. 














Mrs. Kaufman Quits 


| Mrs. Beatrice Kaufman, wife of 
|George S., the playwright, eastern 
_story editor for Sam Goldwyn for 
|eight months, threw in the sponge 
| Monday afternoon (20): She handed 
in ‘her notice ‘without announcing 
any present plans, a 
Successor remains to be appointed 
pending advice from Goldwyn. 





Incorporations 





CALIFORNIA 


Sacramento, * 





Crenshaw Boulevard Theatre Caorp., 
| os Angeles; capital stock, 1,000 shares, 
{pare $10) permitted’ to issue all, Direc- 


kiors Chartes:, P.. Skouras,- Charles: A. 
| Buc kley, Albert W. Leeds, George Top- 
per and John B. Bertero, 





Producers Clash 
With Directors’ 
Guild; Ultimatum 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Statement issued by Darryl F. 
Zanuck, representing the Motion Pic- 
ture Producers: 

‘Indicating the willingness of the 
motion picture producers to have the 
controversy with the Screen Di- 
rectors Guild settled by the National 
Labor Relations Board or the courts, 
or both, a letter signed by Darryl 
Zanuck, vice-president in charge of 
production at 20th Century-Fox and 
chairman of the Producers Com- 
mittee, has been sent to the com- 
mittee representing the Screen Di- 
rectors Guild. The producers’ let- 
ter deplores the intimation of in- 
ternal disturbances as indicated by 
belated communication from the di- 
rectors committee and suggests that 
a civilized method of settling the dis- 
pute be undertaken. 

‘So that there may again be no 
misunderstanding on the part of the 
committee representing the Direc- 
tors’ Guild, the producers’ committee 
represents and speaks with the con- 
sent of the following producing com- 
panies: Columbia Pictures Corp.; 
First National Pictures, Inc.; Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer’ Corp.; Paramount 
Pictures, Inc.; R.K.O.-Radio Pictures, 
Inc.; 20th Century-Fox Corp.; Sam- 
uel Goldwyn, Inc., Ltd.; Selznick- 
International Pictures, Inc.; Univer- 
sal Pictures Co., Inc.; Walter Wan- 
ger Productions, Inc.; Warner Bros. 
Pictures, Inc.’ 

The producers’ letter follows: 

Sept. 17, 1937. 
To Messrs. Howard Hawks, John 

Ford, Edward Sutherland, 
Gentlemen: 

This will acknowledge your com- 
munication of Sept. 15, 1937. 


In reply we wish to assure you 
that the producers desire peace and 
harmony throughout the industry to 
the end that all persons in and con- 
nected with the industry may re- 
ceive the benefits which will flow 
from united and cooperative efforts 
to produce the best picture. Actu- 
ated by that desire, the producers 
are glad at any time to discuss with 
appropriate groups in the industry 
any grievances they feel they have. 
This attitude is entirely independent 
of any possible requirements of the 
Wagner Labor Act or any other law. 

There seems to have arisen among 
us an issue not of wages or of hours 
or of working conditions but of what 
constitutes a proper bargaining unit. 
Your contention is that the form of 
your organization does not properly 
concern the producers. We, on the 
other hand, are of the opinion. that 
your organization is composed of 
irreconcilable and inconsistent ele- 
ments and is the kind of organiza- 
tion with which’ We cannot and 
should not be required to deal as a 
unit, 


It would be most unfortunate not 
only to the producers and to mem- 
bers of your group but to the vast 
number of other persons whose in- 
terests are involved, and the public 
as well, if the controversy on this 
point should lead to any disturbance 
in the operation of the studios. We 
do not question that you feel that 
you are right. We feel equally cer- 
tain that we are right. When such 
a situation arises among. savage 
people it leads to war. Civilized 
people endeavor to provide some 
other and better means of determin- 
ing controversies. Fortunately, there 
are such inethods of determining the 
matter. There is, of course, a seri- 
ous doubt whether the Wagner La- 
bor Act applies to the present situa- 
tion, but either the National Labor 
Relations Board or the courts, or 
both, exist to determine the issues 
involved. Accordingly, we suggest 
that if you are unwilling to accede to 
our views as heretofore expressed, 
the question be left to determination 
by the appropriate tribunals. 

Pending such an adjudication, we 
repeat that if the directors feel that 
they have just grievances the pro- 
ducers will be pleased to meet and 
negotiate with any representative 
body of directors in an endeavor to 
adjust such grievances.. Likewise, if 
the assistant directors and unit man- 
agers feel that they have any just 
grievances, the producers will be 
pleased to meet with any representa- 
tive body designated by them in an 
endeavor to adjust such grievances, 

(Signéd) © Darryl Zanuck, 

Chairman of the Committee for the 

Producers, 
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. + The Girls’ Eye: View. 


By Marian Squire 











Campus Capers and Fraternity Fashions 

Enough goes on in ‘Varsity Show’ so that it doesn’t really matter if the 
co-eds look as collegiate as chorus girls usually look in college pictures, 
and the plot couldn’t happen—never in a million years. Audience howlg 
of glee drown out about two minutes of dialog after Ted Healy's ingenuoug 
crack about the college laboratory. 2 

‘Professors’ Roy Atwell and Walter Catlett, those two are enough to start 
anyone Atwelling, who think the minuet is pretty daring, try to keep 
effervescent Dick Powell from staging the college show . , . bubbling 
Johnny Davis abandons himself to Fred Waring’s music with a wild ligh 
in his eye .. . not to forget Buck and Bubbles, if anybody could. 

Extreme girlish simplicity reigns in the campus wardrobe department, 
Hollywood's idea of what the unsophisticated college girl will wear, 
Brunette Rosemary Lane, the girl of Powell’s dreams, and blonde Priscillg 
Lane, the cream in Johnny Davis’ coffee, both wear diaphanous white eve. 
ning gowns at the college hop. Brunette Miss Lane in starched organdie 
with a stand-up collar outlining the deep off-shoulder neckline, and blonde 
Miss Lane in swirls of net with tiny ruffles at top and bottom. The dark 
Miss Lane draws one song in which ‘eternity in’ rhymes with ‘fraternity 
pin,’ but you also get ‘Castles’ and ‘I’m dependable,’ so that’s all right. 


dancer who leads the finale in white satin bandmaster’s outfit. 
Cresby Creens Amidst Sequins 
With Bing Crosby on the screen and Shep Fields on the stage, the lads 
and lassies should be happy at the Paramount. The Crosby croon is spotted 
here and there through one of those eccentric film wills where perfect 


Martha Raye bounds about, giving little weight to west coast reports 
that she’s to be turned into a glamour girl.- And why should she? There 
are so many more g.g.’s than there are Martha Rayes. 

Mary Carlisle is the girl who doesn’t want her scheming family to gyp 
Crosby out of the fortune. 
she wears long black sheer with rufily white at the neck, and a bunch of 
white flowers perched on top of a piece of black hat. Incidentally, in thig 
number, Crosby turns on an auto radio without starting the motor, or ig 
that something new? And there are no station announcements or come 
mercial interruptions, which is certainly something different. 

Sequin embroidery seems definitely in the clothes picture. It’s employed 
in all evening gowns. Miss Carlisle is in sequined net over satin, and 
the girls in the sing-band wear tight black satin with sequin instruments 
appliqued on the bodices. Not judging by Miss Raye, who wears clothes to 
fit her personality—she’s an ex-stripteaser who goes into her act every 
time she hears her old number. She’s the victim of this phobia first, in 
long, fitted gown with sequin jacket and long sequin gloves. In her rowe 
boat scene, the girls appear with short sailor jacket and very nice legs— 
Miss Raye bearing, oddly enough, a strong resemblance to Katherine 
Hepburn. 

Fay Holden, Miss Carlisle’s social mother, who learns to talk ‘toikey’ se 
Andy Devine can understand her, wears sequin embroidery on a handsame 
chiffon dinner dress. Bert Hanlon, as a Greek night club proprietor, saves 
the day and Bing’s club, thereby changing the fortunes of Devine, who'g 
lost his all in a miniature golf course, and William Frawley, who fondly 
expected a gold mine to bear fruit. 

Par Stage Show Also Okay 

Shep Fields, looking handsome in a light beige suit, ripples his rhythm 
at the Paramount with some enthusiastically received assistance. They 
love Barto and Mann, who could get along nicely without that overdone bif 
they use—probably feeling that it is excused since the lanky Barto wearg 
baby costume and bonnet to go with it. 

Jane Pickens, the tall blonde of the Pickens sisters, sings in or 
white chiffon with floating sash of rose and green, tied in front. If yo 
catch the first show, you might find her in sheer black redingote cve? 
white, the coat decorated with bands of white circles. It’s nice to see h 
at the mike without clutching one ear, an affliction that attacks most rad 
warblers. 





Legal Nudism at French Casino 

Gorgeous scenery, undraped ladies, unicycle riders, a chimpanzee (real 
and a camel (manpowered), swarm all over Clifford C, Fischer's Frenc 
Casino revue. 

There’s a wholesale Apache number with 18 girls smoking 18 cigarettes 
under 18 lamp posts. Just as the customers think the Apache has taken all 
the ribbing it can stand, the dance team gets down to business in accept 
style. But this doesn’t go on very long. The husky female member 
the team suddenly tires of being on the receiving end and defies all tradi 
tion by using her man for a pingpong ball, punctuating the attack with 
authentic whacks over the head with a tin tray. 

Among the colorful pageantry and imaginative fun are girls enough to 
brighten the life of the weariest t.bm. They wear plenty of costumes, 
but with the nekkidest effect possible outside of making an entrance di- 
rectly from the shower. 

The rhinestones are quicker than the eye, with one glittering star cling- 
ing to a showgirl’s upper left hand side, apparently of its own volition. 
Doublefaced adhesive tape may be the answer, but it’s quite an effect. 
Showgirls in long form-fitting black satin, turn to treat the customers to 
a southern exposure ‘covered’ by a spider web of the satin. One girl rep- 
resents a rose in tight skirt, twisted vine for a bodice and large artificial 
rose for a head, with a huge padded hand gripping her, the fingers clutch- 
ing her hips. A dancer in three rhinestone postage stamps apparently 
floats through the air against a black velvet drop, and all in all there are 
more unexpected goings-ons than you could shake a stick at, if you should 
want to—which you probably won't. 





Pushovers for ‘Impressionists’ 
_ Why the average audience has round heels for the average (and below 
par) imitator is one of life’s major theatrical mysteries. The applause at 
the announcement of a popular name is natural, but what follows rarely 
rates the welcome it usually gets. 

Al Bernie, presented as a Rudy Vallee protege, introduces a novelty 
by doing Edward G. Robinson with a decidedly swish tone, scarcely suited 
to ‘Little Caesar.’ It would be an interesting experiment to do away with 
the practice of announcing the ideni‘ty of the one to be imitated. If you 
can’t guess that he means to be Ru“y Ve!lee without hearing ‘Your Time 
Is My Time’—if you have to hear ‘my litle chickadee’ before you have 
the faintest idea that he means W. C. Fields, and. see him produce a 
dummy before you get the idea thet he’s doing Edgar Bergen—then_ the 
imitator should go back where he came from—behind Major Bowes’ gong: 

Nick Long, Jr.'s, routines are worthy of respect in the highest tapping 
circles. And for extra, he’s a very nice looking lad. 

The Gae Foster girls make their initial appearance with a costume bow 
to the Legion convention, being decked out in a red, white and blue color 
scheme. They're in brilliant greens, blucs, red, yellow and purple for what 
starts out to be a Harlem number and winds up with a weekly. stunt. 
Rows of musical bells about their weisis and ankles, the girls ‘shake’ out 
a tune that is‘almost recognizable without the orchestra. 

In what was announced as a ‘Spanish Rhythm’ finale, the Foster girls 
remember that they learned to beat drums a few weeks ago, and trot them 
out ‘to Iend ‘a voddoo ‘note to ‘the Latin atmosphere. Costumes are attrac- 
tive with fitted white satin ‘basques and fringé skirts. But those drurhs get 
you down—the volume of sound is apt to brihg’ on one of four sick he«d-’ 
aches, 








Blonde Pricilla Lane is decorative in brief white satin bathing suit with- 
short swing cape, and specators heartily. approve of the dollish little 


strangers to the deceased come into a large share of his hard-earned cash, - 


In ‘All You Want to Do Is Dance,’ with Crosby, - 
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William Bioff's Background 








William Bioff, with the title of as- 
sistant to the president (George E. 
Browne) of the IATSE, won his 
spurs as a labor leader, an arbiter 
and an organizer in the town where 
he was born 44 years ago, Chicago. 
He was educated in the grade and 
high schools of Chicago. 

As a butcher’s helper, in those hec- 
tic days, there was much trouble 
jn Chicago among the street ped-) 
dlers and kosher butchers. Peddlers 
were daily stoned and beaten on the 
streets, and it was Bioff who won 
protection for them. Later he 
straightened out the peddlers’ situa- 
tion on the market streets, with va- 
rious peddlers being given defined 
streets, rights and privileges, putting 
every peddler on as equitable a basis 
as. possible under the circumstances. 

He then helped to organize the 
kosher butchers in Chicago, and so 
successfully that he was asked to aid 
in the organization of the kosher 
butchers in Philadelphia and other 
large metropolitan centers. Back in 
Chicago he brought order out of 
chaos in the waiters’ union. 

He had many opportunities to be- 
come head of various unions in Chi- 
cago, but he refused them all. In 
many union jurisdictional fights in 
Chicago he was picked as the third 
man, handling many ticklish situa- 
tions with consummate diplomacy. 

Bioff helped straighten out the 
motion picture operators’ fight among 
themselves which had been brewing 
for 15 years, or since the Tom Maloy 
regime. Jack Miller, head of the 
Chicago exhibitors, used him to arbi- 
trate many matters among theatre 
anitors, ushers, stagehands and op- 
erators. 

When George Browne was elected 
president of IATSE in Louisville, 
Bioff was tendered the title of as- 
sistant to the president. 

Between Browne and Bioff: they 
cleared up the New York local fight 
and reorganized the entire IATSE, 
bringing in Harland Holmden from 
Cleveland who was being recognized 
as a fine executive. 

The ‘strong’ heads of IATSE are 
considered to be Bioff, Holmden, 
John Nick of St. Louis, and Lou 
Krause of Philadelphia. 





Court Nixes Con. 
Film Industries’ 
Stock Increase 


Wilmington, Sept. 21. 

Chancellor Josiah O. Wolcott 
handed down an opinion in the 
Court of Chancery here last week 
declaring null and void a proposed 
amendment to the certificate of in- 
corporation of Consolidated Film In- 
dustries, Inc. A permanent injunc- 
tion against the proposed amend- 
ment was granted. The opinion was 
handed down in the action brought 
by Norman Johnson, of New York, 
a preferred stockholder. 

The corporation was upheld in all 
phases of the complaint excepting 
On the objection to the company’s 
proposal to cancel at least a portion 
of the accrued and unpaid dividends 
On the old preferred stock in an ex- 
change for new stock, in the Chan- 
cellor’s opinion. Consolidated ap- 
Pealed to the supreme court at 
Dover after an adverse decision 
Once before, the court upholding the 
Chancellor and sending the case 
back for final hearing on which the 
Opinion was filed last week. 

Chancellor Wolcott declared that 
the amendment had been approved 
by the requisite vote of the stock- 
holders but because of the prelimin- 
ary injunction issued in this cause 
it had not yet been effectuated by a 
i and recording as required by 
aw. 

The proposed amendment would 
have increased the preferred stock 
from 400,000 shares to 500,000 shares: 
accumulated dividends on preferred 

ad been reduced from $2 to $1 a 
Share; the preferred would have 
been eniiiled to one half of all tte 
dividends declared in excess of accu- 
mulative dividends; preferred would 

Subject to redemption at $28 per 
Share plus all accumulative and un- 








CHISELING THE EXTRAS 


Universal and Metro Pay Differences 
To Mob 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Trickery by casting directors is 
charged by the Screen Actors Guild 
which ordered a taboo on dictating 
the type of costumes to be worn by 
extras earning $5.50 daily. 

Universal was forced to hand over 
extra $2.75 to 153 supes who worked 
in ‘Hundred Men and a Girl.’ Guild 
charged mobsters ordered to report 
wearing dark suits, white shirts, 
black bow ties and photographed in 
long shots to give impression of being 
rigged out in formal dress. 

Subterfuge is charged by the Guild 
to get around $8.25 dress extra wage 
by issuing call for $5.50 extras and 
dictating wardrobe. 

Metro was also nicked for an extra 
$2.75 on 53 extra calls because it 
ordered a mob to bring bathing suits 
and beach accessories. 


CADU MATTER 
HAS SLIGHT 
SETBACK 


Possibility that the Commercial 
Artists & Designers’ Union would 
come to a quick settlement with 
the Max Fleischer | studios, N. Y., 
received a partial setback yester- 
day (Tues.) after agreement on most 
points when Fleischer balked at rec- 
ognition of CADU, claiming that five 
high-salaried animators in his shop 
would walk out if he signed up with 
the union. A question over which 
CADU and Fleischer also have not 
been able to agree is vacations with 
pay, union wanting two weeks while 
Fleischer is disposed to grant only 
one. 

The CADU is not insisting on a 
closed shop, but wants recognition 
by the Fleischer plant, and will take 
into its fold, on culmination of an 
agreement, anyone who is on the 
Fleischer payroll, including the five 
animators who, it is feared, might 
quit. 

Toward the end of last week Lou 
Diamond, Paramount’s short subject 
chief, appointed as mediator, suc- 
ceeded in getting both sides to- 
gether on a _ tentative agreement 
which would settle the protracted 
strike. The basis of this agreement 
was that Fleischer would recognize 
the union, that it would have the 
majority of his shop as members, 
there would be paid time and half 
for overtime, sick leave up to total 
of six days and one week's pay on 
dismissal for cause. Scale minimum 
of $17.40 now paid by Fleischer 
would be increased to $23. 

On most of these points there is 
no trouble and there is a possibility 
that at a meeting of CADU and the 
Fleischer people scheduled for to- 
morrow morning (Thurs.), the ques- 
tion of jurisdiction may be ironed 
out. Dave Fleischer, who has been 
representing the cartoon producing 
company, has indicated meantime 
that he will take the mooted points 
up with his brother, Max, president 
of the studio, who has been ill for 
sometime. 

















paid dividends; upon _ voluntary 
dissolution holders of preferred 
would have been entitled to a re- 
turnative distributional assets up to 
$28 per share plus accumulative and 
unpaid dividends. 





Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Herbert Yates, executive head of 
Consolidated Film Industries, is due 
in Thursday (22) from New York 
for conferences with Republic stu- 
dio executives. He plans to remain 
several weeks. 

While here Yates is expected to 
okay the new studio publicity setup 


with Hubert Voight moving in os | 


director. 





ICAL OF IATSE 





CAN'T SAVVY 
1 WOOD MOVES 


Claiming Jurisdiction 
Where It Doesn’t Exist— 
Putting the Show Biz 
Guilds in the Middle 





ANTI-CIO MANEUVER? 





Official action by the Associated 
Actors and Artistes of America on 
the recent move by the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees to assume jurisdiction over 
all workers in pix production, in- 
cluding actors, may be taken Friday 
(24) afternoon at a meeting in New 
York of the Four A’s board. Fig- 
ured the board will either officially 
ignore the IATSE move or will ap- 
peal to the executive committee of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
Both the AAAA and IATSE are AFL 
affiliates, with the former having of- 
ficial AFL jurisdiction over perform- 
ers in all branches of show business. 

General attitude of Equity, Screen 
Actors Guild, American Federation 
of Radio Artists and members of 
other Four A’s groups on the IA 
move seems to be one of puzzled 
amusement, First of all, it’s ex- 
plained, the IA can’t very well as- 
sume jurisdiction over a field in 
which it has no member-representa- 
tion. In the second place, SAG has 
a 10-year contract with the studios. 
What all agree on is that the AAAA 
and all its member groups will fight 
any IA drive to assume jurisdiction 
over the acting field. Members of 
the Authors League of America, 
parent body of the Screen Writers 
Guild, also privately indicate they 
will line up with the Four A’s and 
the Screen Directors Guild in the 
matter. 

Embarrass Guilds? 

Considerable mystery exists at the 
New York end regarding the motive 
behind the IA maneuver. Some see 
it is a move inspired by the Holly- 
wood studio heads to embarrass 
either the SDG, the SWG or the 
SAG, or all three. In nearly every 
case, the feeling is that the IA has 
some plan which it has not yet re- 
vealed. Figured it may be making 
this play simply as a bargaining 
wedge in some other direction. 

Possibility is considered that the 
IA may have some CIO angle in 
mind. For one thing, the threat of 
CIO entry into the film scene, as well 
as into radio and legit, was one of 
the prime ideas in the proposed 
alignment of the three inclusive 
show-business unions—the IATSE, 
the Four A’s and the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians. Figured that 
a vertical setup, such as that lineup 
would give, would effectively stymie 
any CIO wedge. 


CIO Angles 


Hinted in some quarters, however, 
that the IA maneuerv may be aimed 
to split the AFL setup in the enter- 
tainment industry, thereby permil- 
ting the CIO to gain a foothold. Or, 
it is claimed, the IA board of strat- 
egy may be toying with the idea of 
swinging over to the CIO. Many of 
its members in New York are Lewis 
sympathizers. 

Little chance is seen of the SAG 
withdrawing from the AFL to fight 
the IA push. For one thing, the 
entire performer body is a compara- 
tively conservative group; with lean- 
ings and sympathies distinctly op- 
posed to Lewis, his methods and all 
he represents. For another thing, 
withdrawing from the AFL would 
automatically play into the IA hands, 
it is argued. Such action would 
leave the AFL jurisdiction of the pic 
performer field open to the IA, 
which is the very thing aimed in that 
group's bid, 

Lingering Resentment 


It is known the IATSE resentment 
against the SAG, originating in the 
latter’s successful bid for a Guild 
shop contract with the studios last 
May, still exists. Figured the IA 
may be planning to appeal to the 


(Continued on page 19) 
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[A Seal on Pix Mildly Regarded 


In the East; Casey 


Awaits Mayer's 


Return; Other Execs Haven't Heard 





+ 
Metro and Par OK Wage © 
Tilts for White-Collars 


Hollywood, Seovt. 21. 

Metro and Paramount signed a 
new wage agreement with their 
white collar workers which call for 
a wage tilt, shorter hours, vacations 
and sick leave. A 10% increase is 
efiective immediately. 

William Koenig sitned three-year 
pact for Metro and George L. Bag- 
nall approved Par’s five-year agree- 
ment with workers. 





Lincoln, Sept. 21. 

Blossom and fade of the service 
union here, affiliated with the 
A. F. of L., was fast and furious. 
Ushers, cashiers and checkers had 
joined hands in the Lincoln Theatre 
Corp., a J. H. Cooper enterprise, and 
had obtained a charter. Tentative 
contract was submitted by a com- 
mittee which the lads and _lassies 
hoped would be considered along 
with the operators and stagehands. 
LTC suddenly decided to do away 
with the checking department, The 
union lost members so fast it was 
funny. The charter is on the way 
back to the A. F. of L. now. 


100% SAG SHOP 
IN THE EAST 
EXCEPT M. T. 


Guild shop in the eastern territory 
was set Monday (20) by the Screen 
Actors Guild. All the larger studios, 
with the exception of March of Time, 
either signed Guild contracts or 
promised to do so in the near future. 
Although it agreed to live up to 
Guild shop wage requirements and 
working conditions, March of Time 
refused to sign a Guild pact and 
was placed on the ‘unfair’ list. 
M. of T. heads stated the studio, is 
opposed to any written agreements. 


SAG has official word from the 
American Federation of Actors, 
American Guild of Musica! Artists, 
American Federation of Radio Ar- 
tists and other AAAA groups that 
they will observe the Guild’s unfair 
list. In addition, the SAG contract 
with Equity and British Equity calls 
for similar boycott of producers on 
the unfair list. As a result, March 
of Time will not have any Four A’s 
members in its productions, 

Unknown what, if any, position the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees will take in the 
matter. Understood the IATSE and 
SAG had an ‘amicable understand- 
ing’ for the former to support the 
latter if necessary. Recent friction 
between the two groups in Holly- 
wood, is figured likely to stymie any 
such action, however. 

While Educational, Mentone and B. 
K. Blake have not yet signed ‘Guild 
shop’ agreements, they have prom- 
ised to do so and are not on the un- 
fair list. Understood they are living 
up to all Guild shop provisions, but 
seek clarification of certain points 
before signing. They will confer 
with Kenneth Thomson, SAG execu- 
tive secretary, on his arrival in New 
York. He is due at the end of this 
week for a ‘vacation.’ Figured un- 
likely the Guild will make any con- 
cessions if such are sought. 

Eastern studios on the fair list an- 
nounced by Mrs. Florence Marston, 
SAG eastern representative, include 
Audio, Caravel, Castle, Paramount, 
Republic, Wadsworth, Warners, West 
Coast and Wilding. Number of 
minor ones not listed at present will 
probably be lined un later. 











Demand of the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
that all film in dis‘ribution carry the 
IA label starting last Saturday (18) 
and reports that producers on the 
Coast were passing the matter on to 
the sales departments, is arousing no 
immediate action in the east. Ac- 
cording to sources, Coast exvecta- 
tions that meetings would te held on 
the matter in New York with George 
E. Browne, IA president, now in the 
east, have so far met with no de- 
termination on any meetings in that 
direction. 

Nicholas M. Schenck, who with S. 
R. Kent and R, H. Cochrane were 
named in Coast despatches as com- 
pris'ng a committee to deal with the 
issue, stated it’s all news to him. Pat 
Casey, chairman of the producer- 
distributors’ labor committee, also in 
New York at present, is equally 
ignorant of any such plans, Casey 
saying it was his understanding un- 
officially that the question of stamp- 
ing all released film with the IA 
emblem was in status quo pending 
the return to Hollywood shortly of 
Joseph M. Schenck and Louis B, 
Mayer. Schenck is now in New 
York and Mayer is expected beck 
from London next week. They will 
probably head for the Coast in 10 
days or two weeks, Casev leaving 
about the same time or a bit later. 

The Sept, 18 date by which all 
film wayto go out with IA labels on 
credit titles, similarly stuck on as 
the Hays’ eertificate of approval, was 
ostensibly arbitrarily set with an IA 
view to getting rapid action. So far 
as reported, there have been no 
kickbac':s because film on exhibition 
since Saturday (18) hasn’t carried 
the IA insignia. 


Foreign and Old Pix? 

A question that arises in distribu. 
tor circles with respect to uniformity 
on the IA labeling of film is what 
will happen to foreign film produced 
by foreign rather than IA labor and 
what is to be done. if anything, on 
old film still in distribu‘ion, ine'ud- 
ing revivals that may not have been 
made by men carrying IA cards. 

While a similar situation may not 
arise elsewhere, the attitude that 
will be taken by independent opera- 
tors such as Empire in the Greater 
New York zone if compelled t> run 
off film carrying the label of an 
American Federation of Labor affili- 
ate (the IA), is another matter for 
consideration. The Empire union, 
in around 50 theatres in New York, 
has been picketing theatres which 
employ opposition A.F.L. overators. 

Greater New York is the only 
known territory where theatres em- 
ploy other than A.F.L. or non-union 
help, the C.LO. so far having made 
no attempt to invade IA jurisiiction. 

Around 20 years ago theatres em- 
ploying A.F.L. operators used to 
flash an insignia of the IA, together 
with number of the local union, on 
the screen. This was gradually 
dropped, 


SAG’s Inter-Talent Council 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

The board of directors of te 
Screen Actors Guild appointed an 
inter-talent council composed of 
Ralph Morgan, Franchot Tone, Eliza- 
beth Risdon and Robert Monttomery 
to confer with the screen directors 
and writers guilds on their respec- 
tive problems. 

At a meeting Monday night (20) 
the board avoided mention of the 
IATSE, which recently demanded 
jurisdiction of all film people. 











DEL MAR’S $80,000 NET 

A net profit of $80.000 was scored 
by the recent brief opening race 
meet at the Del Mar track in Cali- 
fornia for its film fleld stocltholders, 

Bing Crosby is the majority share- 
holder. 
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Heat, Tourist Exodus, Circus, Etc. 
NG for L.A., but ‘Dead End’ Neat 316; 
_ ‘City’ Limps, 226, Crosby, Durbin OK 





Los Angeles, Sept. 21. 


With the exception of ‘Dead End’ 
at the day-daie WB Downtown and 
Hollywood, trade in the first runs 
currently is mostly spotty, Com- 
bination of terrific heat that set in 
10 days ago, sending air-seekers to 
the beaches by the hundreds of 
thousands, plus resumption of school, 
Yum Kippur observance, circus in 
the downtown area and general ex- 
odus of summer tourists has been 
much too much for the flickers. A 
break in the heat over the weekend 
helped bolster business. 

Couple of holdovers, ‘100 Men and 
a Girl’ at the RKO and Pantages, and 
‘Double Or Nothing’ at the Para- 
mount are holding to substantially 
good returns. Metro’s ‘Firefly’ wound 
up a seven weeks road show engage- 
ment at the Four Star, leaving only 
one two-a-day attraction, ‘Zola,’ in 
town, at the Carthay Circle. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55- 
83-$1.10-$1.65 )—‘Zola’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Off in common with rest of town, but 
should do okay on second stanza. 
First week wound up with good 
$12,500, presaging substantial engage- 
ment. 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55-75)—‘Big City’ (MG) and ‘One 
Mile From Heaven’ (20th) dual. 
Singing the blues currently, lucky 
to reach $9,500. Last week, ‘Wife, 
Doctor’ (20th) and ’Chan On Broad- 
way’ (20th), satisfactory $11,200. 

Dewntown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Dead End’ (UA) and “Footloose 
Heiress’ (WB) dual. Got away to 
smash start, despite rest of down- 
town away off, and should wind up 
week with healthy $15,500. Last 
week, ‘Varsity Show’ (WB) and 
‘Wine, Women’ (WB) on holdover 
brought oke $5,400. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 55-83-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Firefly’ (MG) (7th-final wk). 
Wound up substantial run (19) with 
$5,800 in coffers for final take. House 
reverts to former policy of extended 
first runs ‘starting (22). 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65 )—‘Dead End’ (UA) and ‘Footloose 
Heiress’ (WB) dual. Trade big at 
start of this one so should have no 
trouble hitting big $16,000. Last 
week, second stanza of ‘Varsity Show’ 
(WB) and ‘Wine, Women’ (WB) not 
up to expectations, at $5,100. 


Orpheum (Bdway.) (2,280; 25-30- 
35-40)—‘Western Gold’ (20th) and 
‘Riding on Air’ (RKO) dual and 
vaudeville. Little on screen to at- 
tract interest, but with return of Al 
Lyons and band to stage may hit 
around $6,500. Last week, second 
run picts. 


Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
*100 Men and a Girl’ (U) and ‘Re- 
ported Missing’ (U) dual (2d wk). 
On basis of first week’s returns, sec- 
ond stanza should bring very good 
$10,000. Initial seven days, plus $2.20 
preem, brougkt big $18,500. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55—‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) and 
stage show (2d wk). Holdover week 
of Crosby opus started slowly, alon 
with bulk of town, but at $13,5 
nothing to be ashamed of. Flock of 
previews expected to help. First 
week, hard hit by heat, opening of 
schools, Yom Kippur and other com- 
petition, around $20,000 as anticipated. 

RKO (2.950; 30-40-55) -—‘100 Men 
and Girl’ (U) and ‘Reported Missing’ 
(U) dual (2d wk). Despite strong 
first week, house not hoping to over- 
come the weekend heat, so will be 
satisfied with $9,500, compared with 
initial week's take of $12,000 for full 
seven days. 


State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40-55- 
75)—Big City’ (MG) and ‘One Mile 
From Heaven’ (20th) dual. Disap- 

ointing biz at this downtown de- 
uxer with around $13,000 best in 
sieht. Last week, ‘Wife, Doctor’ 
(20th) and ‘Chan On Broadway’ 
(20th) held to $14,600 by heat and 
other obstacles. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100: 
30-40-55 )—‘Wife, Doctor’ (20th) and 
‘Chan On Broadway’ (20th) dual. 
Moveover of this brace isn’t too en- 
couraging with only $3,000 likely. 
Last week on continued first run. 
‘Thin Ice’ (20th) and ‘Hot Water’ 
(20th), very good $5,300. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 30-40-55-65) 
*Wife. Doctor’ (20th) and ‘Chan On 
Broadway’ (20th) dual. Trade about 
double that of its downtown day- 
dater, so looks like $6,000 in the tiil. 
Last week. ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) and ‘Hot 
Water’ (20th), excellent $8,700. 


LINCOLN LIMPS 


Polio Scare, Poor Pix—B’way Mel- 
ody’ Tops, $3,500 











Lincoln, Sept. 21. 
Emphasis is on ‘Broadway Melody’ 
at the Stuart this week, with it head- 
ing for the week’s best gross. Polio 
scare is still hanging on, a housefull 
of coeds being quarantined on 
change day which hit the papers 


hard and knocked the b.o. a bit 
more. Grade and high schools open 
(20), didn’t mean much because the 
kids had been dodging the theatres 
by parental restriction anyway. 
Newspaper-theatre ad-scrap is still 
on, which is n.g. for biz. 
Estimates for This Week 
Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15) ‘Dark 
Journey’ (UA) and ‘Princess Comes 
Across’ (Par) split with ‘Forlorn 
River’ (Par) and ‘Legion of Missing 


Men’ (Mono). Taking it prone, $700. 
Last week a laydown lulu, ‘Rose 
Marie’ (MG) and ‘Outer Gate’ 


‘Mono) split with ‘Range Defenders’ 
(Rep) and ‘Bulldog Drummond at 
Bay (Rep), supreme low, $650. 
House dealt mostly with kids, who 
stayed away during the epidemic 
scare in droves, and still are. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25) 
‘Emperor’s Candlesticks’ (MG). 
They’ve tacked on ‘The Mystery Of’ 
on the front of the title, but it’s still 
far from a knockout, about $2,300 
the top. Last week ‘New Faces’ 
(RKO) got $2,100, slim. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20) 
‘She’s No Lady’ (Par) and ‘Imitation 


of Life’ (U) split with ‘All Over 
Town’ (Rep) and ‘Michael O’Hal- 
loran’ (Rep). So-so, $1,100. Last 


week ‘One Mile from Heaven’ (20th) 
and ‘Married Before Breakfast’ (MG) 
faired $1,100. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900: 10-25-40) 
‘Broadway Melody’ (MG). Out for 
the best take, $3,500, not bad. Last 
week ‘Road Back (U) was a weakie, 
$2,900. 


Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15) 
‘It aeegente One Night’ (Col) and 
‘Girls Can Play’ (Col). Nth time 


for the first, but still able to bring 
them around; good, $1,100. Last 
week ‘Lady for a Day’ (Col) plus 
‘Public Cowboy’ (Rep), slumpy, $750. 


MELODY’ SOCKO 
$14,000 IN K. C. 





Kansas City, Sept. 21. 
Jubilesta week gave the pic houses 
a freezeout opening night, but film 
emporiums generally made nice re- 
coveries over Saturday and Sunday, 
due to huge out-of-town crowds, 


Public school openings have been 
delayed two weeks to date because 
of the infantile paralysis scare, but 
downtown houses haven't felt the 
crimp they expected. It’s the nabes 
that feel it. 

‘Broadway Melody’ at the Midland 
is showing the best strength. ‘100 
Men and Girl’ at Fox, all things 
considered, is getting a fine play. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox) (2,200; 25-35-40)—‘100 
Men and Girl’ (U) and vaude. After 
meagre opening, showed considera- 
ble weekend strength and may go 
to okay $11,000. Last week, ‘Thin Ice’ 
(20th) (2d week) was pulled a day 
early and trundled to the Uptown. 
Caught good $7,800 in six days of 
second stanza. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Certain Woman’ (WB) and ‘Annap- 
olis Salute’ (RKO). Having a strug- 
gle to mount weak $7,000. Last x 





‘Varsity Show’ (WB) and ‘Hideaway’ 
(RKO) went to fair $8,500 and bi 
was moved to the Newman. 
Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40), — 
‘Broadway Melody’ (MG). Single 
feature hitting at a $14,000 elip, Loca- 
tion standing this spot in good stead, 
with Jubilesta around the corner. 
Last week, ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) did 
average biz, $12,800. 
- Uptown (Fox) (2,020; 25-40) — 
‘Thin Ice’ (20th) (2d run). Good for 
nice $4,000. Last week, ‘Lady Escapes 
(20th) and “Trader Horn” (MG-re- 
issue) $1,500, terrible. 


‘Melody’ Socko $11,000 
Best in Indianapolis 


Indianapolis, Sept. 21. 

Strong competition in the first 
runs-and strong pictures are battling 
it out for the natives’ coin. ‘Broad- 
way Melody of 1938’ at Loew’s is 
leading the downtown sector with 
a top-rank gross, while “‘Doubie or 
Nothing’ at the Circle occupies the 
runner-up honors. Although feeling 
this strength at opposing box offices, 
the Apollo is still faring er well 
with ‘100 Men and a Girl.’ The 
town’s two vaudfilmers—Lyric and 
Keith’s—are lingering in or near red 
ink. 








Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave) (1,100; 25-40) 
—100 Men and Girl’ (U). Started 
moderately, but building to good $5,- 
200. Last week ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) in 
second stanza did excellent $5,400. 

Cirele (Monarch) (2,800; 25-40)— 
‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) dualled 
with ‘Flight from Glory’ (Par). For- 
mer given. national ad help and do- 
ing very well at $8,000. Last week 
‘Life of Party’ (RKO) on twin bill 
with ‘She’s No Lady’ (RKO) okay at 
$6,000. 

Keith’s (Kane) (1,300; 15-25)— 
‘Legion of Missing Men’ (Mono) and 
vaude. Estelle Taylor headlining the 
stage bill, but not drawing. Take 
looks poor at $2,800, which probably 
means shutters for the house. Last 
week revival of ‘Transatlantic 
Merry-Go-Round’ (UA) and vaude 
topped by Stepin Fetchit was also 
in the red at $3,700. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-40)— 
‘Broadway Melody’ (MG). Doing 
socko $11,000, which probably means 
an extra week’s run. Last week the 
second session of ‘Lost Horizon’ 
(Col) dualled with Louis-Farr fight 
pix was good at $5,700. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
‘All Over Town’ (Rep) and vaude. 
House expected the Olsen and John- 
son feature film to carry the load be- 
cause of the comedy team’s usual 
popularity in this spot. Stage bill 
lacks a name, however, and take is 
weak at $7,200. Last week ‘Think 
Fast Mr. Moto’ (20th) and vaude 
seeing Roscoe Ates was okay at 


‘LIVING’ AND ‘QUENTIN’ 
GOOD $6,200, SEATTLE 


Seattle, Sept. 21. 
Two holdovers and one moveover 
with changes at the Paramount and 
Orpheum, mark the week's m- 
mary. ‘Double or Nothing’ looks 
o along at the Paramount, r 
‘Easy Living’ is fairish at the Or- 
pheum. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (500; 16- 
7)—‘Can't Beat Love’ (RKO) and 
‘Happened Out West’ (20th) dual, 
Five days to $1,300, and jerk s 
‘Great Gambin|’ (Par) and ‘West- 
bound, Ltd.’ 








were okay last 


week at $2,400. 
Coliseum (H. ick - Evergree ) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Siave Ship (20) 


and ‘Big Business’ (20th) dual. About 





‘Wife, Doctor’ with Veloz-Yolanda 
Neat $26,500, Toast’-Bowes 256, Det. 





Detroit, Sept. 21. 
Zippy grosses so far the new sea- 
son continue quite general geur- 
rently, with all houses due for a 
profit. 
Top coin seems about divided be- 
tween Michigan, with ‘Toast of New 


York’ and Bowes unit, and the Fox, 
or bs I ‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse’ 
with eloz and Yolanda topping 
vaude. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Can’t Have Everything’ (20th) (3d 
week) plus ‘Man Who Cried Wolf’ 
dual. Former opus moved here after 
two weeks at Fox, and doesn’t ap- 
pear worn out at good $5,000. Last 
week around $5,100, good, on ‘Re- 
ported Missing’ (U) and ‘One Mile 
from Heaven’ (20th). 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65) — 
‘Wife, Doctor’ (20th) with Veloz and 
Yolanda on stage. Off slowly but 
picking up for fine $26,500 in view 
of competish. Second session of 





‘Can’t Have Everything’ (20th) and 
ditto on Rubinoff topping -vaude, 


goed for e $18,000 folowing 
umper $34,000 first stanza. 
ison (United Detroit) (2,000; 
0-40-65) — ‘Stella Dallas’ (UA). 
igures to do oke at $4,900. Around 
$3,800, oke, last week on ‘New Faees’ 
(RKO). 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
30-40-65 ) — ‘Toast w York’ 
(RKO) and Bowes unit on stage. 

lipping off about $25,000, nice. 
‘Confession’ (WB) plus Phil Spitalny 
band grabbed neat $27,5 last 
stanza. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 25-40 )—‘Confession’ (WB) (2d 
week) plus ‘When Thief Meets Thief’ 
(UA), dual. Former flicker moved 
here after big session at Mich, and 
combo figures to take in good $6,000. 
Last session slightly better, at $6,500, 
on ‘Varsity Show’ (WB) and ‘Blonde 
Trouble’ (Par), former opus also be- 
ing moved here from Michigan. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65)—‘Souls at Sea’ 
(Par) (2d week). Holding up for 


hefty $14,000 opening stanza. 





good $8,500 this session —— 4 
ay 


stick for another session, 


———$—_38 


Philly Good, but Not Big; OK Vaude 
Aids ‘Dodd’ to $21,000, End $13,000 





a4 


$3,000 for six days, okay. Last week 
‘Met Him in Paris’ (Par) and ‘Pick a 
Star’ (MGM) dual, nice $4,100. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850; 10-21)— 
‘Hideout in Alps’ (GN) and ‘Range 
Defenders’ (Rep) dual. House an- 
ticipates $2,400, ghonay. Last week 
‘Rootin’, Tootin’ Rhythm” (Rep) and 
‘Blazing Barriers’ (Mono) dual, five 
days, fair $1,600. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,400; 32-37-42)—Thin Ice’ (20th) 
and ‘Mile from Heaven’ (20th) dual 
(2d week). Paced at $8,200, wonder- 
ful. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 21-32-42)— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (2d week), Ex- 
pecting $10,000, great. Last week 
same film got socko $11,000. 

Music Bex ‘(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42)—Topper’ (MGM) and 
‘Think Fast, Mr. Moto’ (20th) dual 
(3d wk). Moved in from Orpheum 
and heading for $3,000 on five + a ha 
great. Last week ‘Broadway Melo- 
dy’ (MGM) (3d week) $2,700, okay. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,700; 32-37-42 pay Living’ (Par) 
and ‘San Quentin’ (FN) dual. En 
route to $6,200, good. Last week 
‘Topper’ (MGM) and ‘Think Fast, 
Mr. Moto’ (20th) dual (2d week) big 
$7,000. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,450; 16-27)— 
‘All Over Town’ (Rep) and vaude. 
Headed for $3,800, good. Last week 
‘Paradise Isle’ (Mono) and vaude, fair 
$3,700. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,106; 32-27-42)—‘Double or Noth- 


ing’ (Par) and ‘Wild and Woolly’ 
(20th) dual. About $6,000 in sight, 
good, Last week ‘Souls at Sea’ (WB) 
and ‘Blonde Trouble’ (Par) (2d 


week) $5,800, good. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— 
‘Wings Over Honolulu’ (U) and ‘Ever 
Since Eve’ ( ) dual. Likely around 
$2,300, fair. st week “New Faces 
of 1937’ (RKO) and ‘Last Train from 
Madrid’ (Par) dual, $2,400, fair. 


SOULS’ $14,500, 
BALTO BULLY 


Baltimore, Sept. 21. 
Nice going in town this week, with 
all houses feporting bullish biz and 
a strong line up of product the an- 
swer. Setting the pace, and using 
its large eapaeity to good purpose, 
Warner’s Stanley is ringing up a 
very soeko $14,500 on ‘Souls at Sea’ 
(Par), Hippodrome, town’s combo 
house, Is also ringing the bell lustily 
with ‘Life of Party’ (RKO) and Ina 
rg Hutton on the stage, garnering 
a hey-hey $13,000 for the combined 
effort, and very rosy. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55) — ‘Broadway Melody’ 
(MG), Fairly steady to about $11,- 
. Last wéek, ‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
“. unexciting at $10,200. 
ippodrome (Rappaport) (2,200; 
15-25-35-40-55-66)—‘Life of Party’ 
(RKO) plus Ina Ray Hutton on stage 
setting merry pace at rosy $13,000 


Tast week, second of ‘Lost Horizon’ 
(Col) was $9,400 after socko first 
seggion to $14,000. 


eith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-35-40-55 )—100 Men and Girl’ (U) 
(2nd wk.). Maintaining very steady 
play at $9,700, after wow opener to 


echanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 
40 ife, Doctor, Nurse’ (20th). 

pens emagroy | Woll.) after sec- 
ond week of ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) to 
seedy $3,300, following hey-hey 
3300 starter. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-30-40- 
55)—‘Souls at Sea’ (Par). Using ca- 
pacity to good stead and leading the 
town with a lusty $14,500, indicating 
wre holdover. Last week ‘Varsity 

ow’ (WB) dissapointing at $7,100. 


‘Horizon’ $11,000, ‘Souls’ 
$10,000, Top Montreal 


Montreal, Sept. 21. 

Another big week is ahead for the 
main stems, with the Palace and 
Capitol leading on ‘Lost Horizon’ 
and ‘Souls at Séa’ respectively. Both, 
on weekend biz, should reach five 
figures. Loew’s is without a stage 
show for a couple of weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)— ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col), Going over big and 
may gross as high as $11,000, very 
good. Last week’s h.o. ‘Artists and 
Models’ (Par) grossed a satisfactory 
$6,000 


Capitel (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Souls at 
Sea’ (Par). Outlook is for an excel- 
lent $10,000. Last week ‘Thin Ice’ 
(20th) and ‘Lady Escapes’ (20th) 
held up to the last day, grossing 
excellent $10, 
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Philadelphia, Sept. 21.- 

‘Flock of new offerings this week, 
with only one _ holdover, giving 
sector substantial eset with nothing 
particularly soeko, Cool weekend 
weather helped out nicely all around, 


Earle leading field again this 
stanza, although lack of high. 
powered flesh marquee hypo knocked 
biz off somewhat over records 
achieved during past few weeks. Pi¢ 
is ‘Dodd Takes Air’ with Ethel 
Shutta, Mitzi Mayfair and Henny 
Youngman for stage attraction, 


House always does better with name 
band. Cracked opening day record 
for two years with Horace Heidt last 
week. 

Stanley doing about average with 
‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse,’ while Fox 
slipped off badly in third week of 
‘100 Men and a Girl,’ which was 
burning wickets first two sessions. 


Events every night in cOnnex with 
Constitutional celebration hurt last 
week. Drew 200,000 Saturday night 
to water pageant, 100,000 Sunday to 
field mass, and 500,000 Wednesday to 
Mummers’ parade, which is bound 
to pain. Coupla grind houses along 
parade route picked up considerable 
trade, however, when marchers had 
passed. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,200; 40-55-75) — ‘Dead 
End’ (UA). Destined to do nice 
$13,000, which should entitle it to 
better than two weeks. ‘Stella 
Dallas’ (UA) did strong $16,200 for 
final 10 days of three-week run. 


Areadia (600; 35-40-50) — ‘Broad- 
way Melody’ (MG) (2d run). Hittin 
a satisfactory $2,500, after bruta 
$825 for ‘Girl Said No’ (GN) in five 
days; yanked. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65) — ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col), Will garner nicé 
$17,000. “Thin Ice’ (20th), which was 
figured to go hot here after other 
Henie pic, disappointed at start and 
was. even worse on second week 
with less than moderate $10,000. 

Earle (3,000; 25-40-55) — ‘Dodd 
Takes the Air’ (WB), with stag 
show emblazoning Ethel Shutta an 
Mitzi Mayfair at $21,000 this week, 
very nifty figger, suffering only from 
comparison with last six weeks. Last 
session, with Horace Heidt band and 
‘On Such a Night’ (Par), achieved 
red hot $23,600 after record-busting 
opening day. 

Fox (2,300: 25-40-55)—‘100 Men 
and a Girl’ (U) (3d week). Dipping 
to $10,000. With much interest here 
in preem of Stokowski as flicke 
star, pic opened to bango $24,000 ang 
did sock $17,000 last week. Out te: 
morrow. 

Karlton (1,100; 40-50)—‘Double or 
Nothing’ (Par) (2d run). A _ very 
okay $3,700. ‘Love Under Fire’ (20th 
made out all right last week at 
$3,100 for second run. 

0-50)—Thin Ice? 


Keith’s (2,400; 
(20th) (2d run), Skating to hot 
$5,700. fouse also was 


goin 
smoothly last week with second rub 
of ‘Varsity Show’ (WB), whie 
grossed good $5,300. 

Stanley (3,000; 40-55-65) — ‘Wife, 
Doctor’ (20th). Should finish wee 
with $16,000, which is okay. ‘Doublé 
or Nothing’ (Par) failed to show 
enough power to holdover with 
$14,200 last week, which, however, 
satisfactory. 

_ Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50)—‘Wind- 
jammer’ (RKO). Doing so-so $5,200 
for week. Was held up one day i 

deference to ‘Chan on Broadwa 

(20th) which struck nifty $6,700 in 
this action house, always a sucker? 
for ‘Charlie.’ 





Dodds Casting at Rep. 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Harold Dodds has been upped to 
casting director of Republic after 
three years with the role filling de- 
partment. 
He succeeds Paul Wilkins, recently 
resigned, 


——,, 





‘Love bing | Fire’ (20th) and ‘One 
Mile from Heaven’ (20th). No vaude 
show, will cut down gross which 
however, should be better than aver* 
age at $6,000. Last week ‘Supers 
sleuth’ (RKO) and unit; hit high 
Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—‘Con- 
fession’ (WB) and ‘Dance, Charlie, 
Dance’ (WB). Good houses at begin 
ning of week point to $7,000, very 
good. Last week ‘Topper’ (MG) and 
‘Under Gover of Night’ (MG) sot 
handsome $7,500, mostly on “Topper. 
Orpheum (Ind) (1,400; 34)—‘Kin 
of Paris’ (UA-Brit) and ‘Laughing a 
Trouble’ (UA-Brit). Good start 
should mean around $2,500, good. 
Last week second runs. 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Jeanne’ and ‘Loie FulleF 
Ballet.’ About $2,000, good. Last, 
third, week of ‘Nitchevo’ and ‘Lé 
Malade Imaginaire’ $1,500, very good. 
St. Denis (France-Film) ‘Blanch- 
ette’ and ‘Trois Artilleurs au 
Pensionat.’ This house is now * 
for the fall and winter and wh 
gross $6,000, very good. Last wee 
‘L’homme du Joyr’ and ‘C'est wh 
beau Temps,’ $5,500, very good. 





| 
| 


' 
” 
é 
4 
i 





Let se 0 ws “tt a ln 


i 


OM OE OR SS 


ae i et 


i 


: 
t 
t 
l 
‘ 
i 





te 


Oh 





a OREN Pat 


teers. ue eS Cte oe celia gy 


eS 


EE 


oF 


ah press ecg ie £295 





we 





1 ela per mt et lt ie 


« achal iP ee Re 


he Ratton es 


Wednesday, September 22, 1937 BP 


Loop Dips but ‘Lost Horizon’ OK 
With $42,000; ‘100 Men’ Strong 296: 
3d Stanza of ‘Dead End’ $15,000 





ICTURE GROSSES 














Chicago, Sept. 21. 

For some unaccountable reason the 
Joop is off. Slump is chopping about 
20% off of reasonable gross expecta- 
tions. Some theatre managers, scout- 
ing for any kind of excuse, blame 


it on the mixup of getting the kids 
back to school once more, ; 

As far as the infantile paralysis 
kid ban goes, this has been sliced to 
12 years top, where formerly the 
ban ranged up to ages of 16 years. 
Loop has been affected by the ban, 
6f course, but not as tough as the 
neighborhoods, This, naturally, is as 
jt should be, since the loop was never 
much of a spot for kid trade except 
youngster attractions. 

Plenty of repeat and holdover stuff 


.in ‘the loop currently, with the Chi- 


cago bringing in ‘Lost Horizon’ for 
its- pop run following roadshowing 

veral months ago at the legit 

rlanger. Picture is in for two weeks. 
Palace has ‘100 Men and a Girl’ pen- 
ciled in for four weeks, but’ neither 
the exchange nor the theatre is plan- 
ning on holding the picture that 
ong, due to other commitments. 

cinch for a fortnight’s run, how- 
éver. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Mr. Dodd’ (WB), Program musical 
doing a fair enough trade at the 
house, $5,500 pace. Last week, ‘Good 
— (MG) finally scrammed the 

op after its third booking at okay 
$5,100. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and stage show. 
Though starting slowing with the 
rest of the loop is perking nicely 
and will ride up into excellent fig- 
ures on building pace at $42,000, 
strong. Last week ‘Double or Noth- 
ing’ (Par) backed by Eddy Duchin 

and on stage banged in whacking 

8,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
-‘Double or Nothing’ (Par). Moved 
here from the Chicago and big take 
in the offing at $9,000. Last week, 
‘Artists and Models’ (Par), touched 
good $5,800. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75)— 
Stella Dallas’ (UA) (2nd week). 

emme flicker big money winner, 
Fried in a wow $36,000 last week 
or the start of new house policy 
and holding to strong $25,000 cur- 
rently. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
y-100 Men’ (U) and Block and Sully 
headlining vaude end, Flicker in 
ior at least two weeks. Headed for 
€@ high take on its initial session with 
indicated $29,000, with word -of- 

outh giving it added strength 
hourly Last week, ‘Riding on Air’ 

KO) with Bobby Breen on stage 
vor fine $20,000 despite ban on kid 

ade. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
5)—Topper’ (MG), Weakie of the 
oop, not getting anywhere, maybe 
12,000 for the first week at best. 

st week, ‘Varsity Show’ (WB) fin- 

hed last seven days of fairish stay 
to $11,200, oke. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 

-55)—‘Marietta’ (MG) and vaude. 
evivals have been doing bugjness 
ere, and this one no excé€Wion; 

ping to fine $15,000. Last week, 

light From. Glory’ (RKO) turned 
in profitable $13,600. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
85-55-65-75) —‘Dead End’ (UA) (3d 
week). Humdinger at the wicket, 
third week indicates excellent hold- 
jng power with $15,000, Last week 
Was strong $18,900. ‘Big City’ (MG) 
lated to follow and then ‘Broadway 

elody’ (MG), 

Erlanger (1,300; 55-83-$1.10-$1.65)— 
‘Zola’ (WB), House returned to legit 
Sunday (19) and forced this picture 
out after three walloping roadshow 
weeks. Could have continued in- 

finitely at the pace, finishing with 

13,000, practically as good as open- 
ng week. 





TCE” ‘GLORY’ $16,000; 
BROOKLYN BIZ OKAY 


Brooklyn, Sept. 21. 
City of Churches is experiencing 
€0olish weather and a flock of musi- 
fais at the principal downtown de- 
uxers. Week-end also brought some 
rain, which resulted in a spurt at all 
Major houses. Loew's Met with 
Ofues, Fabian Par with ‘Varsity 
AL in the second week and RKO 
ee with ‘Thin Ice’ are all doing 
agreeable biz. 
Estimates for This Week 
Pm ae (2,500; 25-35-55 )—Thin Ice’ 
(RK ) and ‘Flight from Glory’ 
} ged Getting a nice reception, 
a are score good $16,000. Last 
Wid Love Under Fire’ (20th) and 
3.0007 Woolly’ (20th) okay at 





Fox (4,000;  25-35-55)—‘Women 
nen Marry’ (MG) and ‘Ail Over 
con (Rep). Okay $14,000. Last 
e Drummond Comes Back’ 





(Par) and ‘Sheik Steps Out’ (Rep), 
about $13,000, satisfactory, 
Met (2,400; 25-35-55 )- “Vogues of 


1938’ (UA) and ‘Bad Guy’ (MG), 
Good $15,000 expected. Last week 
‘Topper’ (MG) and ‘Between Two 


Women’ (MG), near $15,000, good. 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55 )—‘Var- 
sity Show’ (WB) and ‘Killer at Sea’ 
(GN) (2d week). Will get pleasant 
$14,500. Last week fine $16,500. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-55 )—Danger- 
ous Adventure’ and ‘Legion of Miss- 
ing Men.’ Duallers will get okay $5.- 
500. Last week ‘Californian’ (20th) 
and ‘Public Wedding’ (WB) got 
$5,000, satisfactory. 


LENDA, $18,500, 
WIFE, DR.’ 126 
CINCY, OK 


Cincinnati, Sept. 21. 
Coolest mid-September tempera- 
ture locally for decades a b.o. boon 
for cinema chambers, swell biz, by 








and large, stretching into second 
week. Trade topper currently is 
‘Zenda,’ registering $18,500 for the 


Albee. Palace is in line for $12,000 
on ‘Wife, Doctor, Nurse.’ Lyric 
racked up $3,000 in first half on 
‘Borneo,’ pic giving way to ‘Lost 
Horizon’ for extended downtown 
run, 

Three-week run on ‘Lost Horizon’ 
at Shubert ended Monday (20). 
House followed with ‘Thin Ice’ for a 
21-day stay, to be followed by its 
regular vaudfilm season. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42) — 
‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA). Great, 
$18,500. Last week, ‘Dead End’ (UA), 
$17,500, swell. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42) — 
100 Men and a Girl’ (U). Moved 
over from Palace for second week, 
good, $6,000. Last week, ‘Stella Dal- 
las’ (UA) (2d week), $6,000, swell. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25) — 
‘Born Reckless’ (20th) and ‘Big Shot’ 
(RKO), split. Average, $2,100, Last 
week, ‘Hollywood Cowboy’ (RKO) 
and ‘Lady Escapes’ (20th), split, 
$2,300, big. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40) — 
‘Stella Dallas’ (UA), ransferred 
from Cap for third downtown week, 
$3,500, nice. Last week, ‘Broadway 
Melody’ (MG) (4th week), $3,500, 


dandy. 

Keith’s (Libson) 4,500; 25-40) — 
‘Dead End’ (UA), Switched from 
Albee for second week, $7,000, big. 


Last week, ‘Something to Sing 
About’ (GN), $5,000, fain 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42) — 


‘Borneo’ (20th), Four -qay stay, end- 
ed Monday (20), fetched a dandy 
$3,000. ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) opened 
Tuesday (21), — over from 
three-week run at the Shuber}. Last 


week, ‘Varsity Show’ (WB) (2d 
week), $4,500, okay, 

Palace (RKQ) (2,600; 35-42) = 
‘Wife, Doctor 20th), verage, 
$12,000. Last week, ‘100 en and 
a Girl’ (U), $15,000, large, 

Shubert (RKO) (2,130; 35-42) — 


‘Lost Horizon’ (Col), Closed 21-day 
run Monday (20) for total take of 
$28,500, excellent, Big for final seven 
days hitting $6,500. ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) 
started Tuesday (21) on three-week 
run, 


‘Zenda’ Tops Portland, 
$8,500; All Houses Up 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 21. 

All grosses are stronger than they 
have been for a year, “Thin Ice’ is 
big stuff at the Paramount. Parker's 
Broadway is going to town with ‘Big 
City,’ following a great 14 days of 
‘100 Men and a Girl.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-55) 
—Big City’ (MG) and ‘Dance, Char- 
lie, Dance’ (WB). Getting good play 
at around $8,000. Gast week, ‘100 
Men and Girl’ (U) and ‘Men Are 
Not Gods’ (WB) closed a big second 
week at $5,000. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
400; 30-55)—‘Naughty Marietta’ (MG) 
and ‘Hell Divers’ (MG),— Revival 
booking of two previous hits zipped 
this house above its average for okay 
$2,800. Last week, ‘Devil Is Driving 
(Col) and ‘Forlorn River’ (Par) only 
fair at $2,200. ; 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-55)—‘Varsity Show’ (WB) 
and ‘Big Shot’ (RKO). Answering 
to exploitation for a winning $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) and 








‘Lady Escapes’ (20th) held 12 days 
for strong $10,000. 
Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-55)—Thin Ice’ (20th) and 
‘She’s No Lady’ (Par) (2d week). 
Clicked from the start. Good $5,500 
this week after sock $7,700 last week. 
United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 
30-55)—‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA). 
Big stuff. Topping everything in 
town. Great: $8,500. t week, 
‘That Certain Woman’ (FN) and 
‘London by Night’ (MG) were tame, 
with weak $4,300. 


DOUBLE’ NICE 








Buffalo, Sept. 21. 

Business is still skipping along 
with nice grosses, and, with the cool 
spell holding on, things look favor- 
able for a continuance. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Double or Nothing’ (Par). Off slight- 
ly from previous peaks, but indica- 
tions are very nice $16,000. Last 
week ‘Dead End’ (UA) turned in one 
of the neatest grosses in weeks at 
swell $19,300. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Wild and Woolley’ (20th) and ‘Mr. 
Moto’ (20th) (2d week). Should do 
over $5,000, okay, Last week, hold- 
over of ‘Make a Wish’ (RKO) for 
three days, split the week, which ran 
to fine $8,700. 

Great Lakes (Shea (3,400; 30-50)— 
‘Varsity Show’ (WB). Drawing nice 
business and should deliver excellent 
$8,500. Last week ‘Souls at Sea’ (2d 
week) still showed signs of life with 


good $7,600. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘It’s All Yours’ (Col) and ‘Motor 
Madness’ (Col). Box-office seems 


back in the running, and indications 
are for fine $9,000. Last week ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) (2d week) came in as 
expected with excellent $10,000. 


$2,750 Jack-Pot Gets 
$6,850 for Pitt House; 
And It’s Called Good! 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 21. 

Biz down the line is still holding 
firm, despite the arrival of the grid 
season, market crash and a flock of 
other disturbing influences. While, 
of course, not quite up to sock takes 
the last few weeks they’re good 
enough to keep smiles fixed and 
hopes high. 

Apparently the Rainer-Tracy 
names are enough to overcome ad- 
verse notices and ‘Big City’ is do- 
ing very nicely at the Penn, while 
Dick Stabile’s band, a big local fave, 
is helping Kay Francis’ ‘Confes- 
sion’ over the rough spots at the 
Stanley. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Love Under Fire’ (20th). Got a 
swell start on strength of two con- 
secutive bank nites with $2,750 pots 
and will bring in at least $6,850, all 
right. Last week second of ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col), great at over $10,000 
and rated another h.o., but house 
yanked it because product was get- 
ting jammed up too much. 

Art Cinema (Hendel) (290; 25-35- 
50) — ‘Damaged Lives’ (Weldon) 
(1lth wk). No end to this one’s 
sticking powers., Figured to pull out 
for certain last week, but took a 
spurt and finished brisky at $1,150, 
which is profit. Will have to pull 
out, however, Sept. 29, when Gabe 
Rubin reopens his foreign film pol- 


icy. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—Thin Ice’ (20th) (3d wk). Knock- 
ing off real coin, with prospects of 
$6,500 or slightly more. Sticks for 
fourth week, and, with biz showing 
no noticeable let-down, management 
is visualizing another ‘Godfrey,’ 
which ran seven weeks at this site a 
year ago. Last week ‘Ice’ copped 
$8,000 on top of the $12,000 opener, 

Nixon (Erlanger) (2,100; 50-75-$1- 
$1.50)—Life of Zola’ (WB). Road- 
show wound up three-week stay 
Saturday night (18), getting around 
$5,000 on the closing session. Not 
particularly big, but total gross of 
around $23,000 paid for itself and 
everybody is satisfied. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Big City’ (MG). Cricks ham- 
mered this one plenty, but it had an 
unusually good week-end and should 
finish pretty close to $16,500, all 
right. Last week ‘Dead End’ (UA) 
was a solid smash at $22,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Confession’ (FN) and Dick Stabile’s 
band, Gracie Barrie, Shaw and Lee. 
Stabile seems to be bringing ‘em 
in. He got quite a local rep here at 
the William Penn hotel last winter. 
Considering cost of the layout, $18,- 
000 will be considerably more profit- 
able than last week’s $20,000 with 
Glen Gray’s Casa Loma outfit and 
‘Knight Without Armor’ (UA). 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Dead End’ (UA). Moved here after 
a sock week at the Penn, and still 
has plenty of stuff left. Should do 
an okay $8,000, or close to it. Lasi 
week ‘Meet the Missus’ (RKO) and 
‘Talent Scout’ (WB) was one of the 








time and got one of the poorest 
grosses; around $3,500. 








$16,000, BUFFALO 














poorest duals to hit here in a long | $2.20)—‘Zola’ 
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Legionnaires No Help to Bway: 
100 Men’ Sock $65,000, ‘Certain 
Woman’ 256, ‘Zenda, 3d Wk., 926 





Broadway thought the American 
Legion would be just what the doc- 
tor ordered for the box office, but up 
to yesterday afternoon (Tues.), day 
of the big parade by the former 
doughboys, it was anything but. Sen- 
timent of the managers is epitomized 
by Arthur Mayer’s crack, ‘I’d love 
the Legion in some other region.’ 
Even at his little slam-bang small- 
seater, the Rialto, where thrillers are 
the usual fare, the business is dis- 
appointing. 

Friday and Saturday’s take was 
good everywhere, but, with the Le- 
gionnaires rolling in Sunday, thea- 
tres just held their own that day, 
dipping considerably below Satur- 
day, and on Monday (20), when bed- 
lam broke loose downtown, things 
were as quiet at the ticket windows 
as on any average Monday, in some 
cases a bit quieter. There’s been too 
much of a show on the streets since 
Sunday (19). 

Most of the 
have been 


Legionnaires so far 
walk-arounds, but after 
yesterday’s parade and a_ couple 
hangovers, they may start coming 
into the theares. Managerial optim- 
ism isn’t high in this direction, how- 
ever, since about the only amuse- 
ment most of the visiting firemen 
have at home are pictures, and they’ll 
be looking for ‘other fun while in 
New York. It has been the history of 
Legion conventions everywhere that 
they hurt business more than they 
help, even if they themselves attend 
in fair numbers. Answer to this is 
that most natives keep away from 
downtown zones, where the Legion 
laddies are in wild abandon. As 
result the nabes do a little better. 
This is also true of New York this 
week. 

The best of the new pictures is 
‘100 Men and a Girl,’ at the Roxy, 
which looks a possible huge $65,000. 
Opinion is that without the Legion 
it would be $10,000 more. This one 
holds over. Runner-up among the 
fresh entries is ‘That Certain Wom- 
an,’ which may nudge up to a good 
$25,000. Cap is a weak third with 
‘Big City.’ Its chances to top a mild 
$20,000 are not good. ‘On Such a 
Night’ is another bad one for the 
Criterion, under $5,000, while ‘40 
Naughty Girls’ is also no dice with 
the Legion crowd, only about $6,500 
for the Rialto. Jimmy Cagney’s new- 
est starrer, ‘Something to Sing 
About,’ opened mildly at the Globe 
Monday (20), and on the week prob- 
ably won’t be more than about $10,- 
000, fair. Paramount’s six weeks’ 
run of ‘Souls at Sea’ ended here Sun- 
day night (19), final (6th) week be- 
ing $5,000. On the run picture 
grossed $50,000, a loss in view of 
what was spent on the $2 engage- 
ment. 

Holdovers are topped by a very 
strong approximate $92,000 for third 
week of ‘Prisonor of Zenda’ at the 
Music Hall. Equally potent is 
‘Double or Nothing,’ with the She 
Fields orchestra, on its third (final 
stanza at the Paramount ending last 
night, $34,000, plenty of profit. Hall 
brings in ‘Lost Horizon’ tomorrow 
(Thurs.), while Par debuts ‘High, 
Wide and Handsome,’ recent $2 pic- 
ture, with the Hudson-DeLange or- 
chestra, Yacht Club Boys and others 
today (Wed.) Fourth and last week 
of ‘Dead End’ at the Rivoli over $20,- 
000, also good. Riv today (Wed.) 
brings in ‘Make a Wish.’ 

The State looks to a good $30,000 
week with ‘Topper’ and Chick 
Webb’s orchestra, latter on repeat 
within a month, while the dual bill 
Palace is also better than average, 
about $10,000. ‘Zola,’ $2 item at the 
Hollywood, is dropping a little, as 
expected, last week (5th) being bit 
over $20,000, while ‘Firefly’ on its 
second week (last week) grossed 
only $10,200, quiet. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012: 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Firefly’ (MG) (3d week). Won't be 
here long, last week (2d) being only 
$10,200, just fair. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Big City’ (MG). Tracy-Rainer 
names failing to entice more than a 
mi! .. $20,000, and no holdover. Last 
week, second for ‘Broadway Melody’ 
(MG), over $20,000, okay. 

Central (1,000; 25-35-40-55-65-75- 
85-99 )}—‘Chan on Broadway’ (20th). 
Indications point to good $9,500. Last 
week, ‘Shadow Strikes’ (GN), $7,000. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘On 
Such a Night’ (Par). A poor $5,000 
won't be reached by this one. Last 
week, ‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par) 
(2d week), short of $7,000 but okay 
for the holdover. 

Globe (1,274; 25-35-65)—‘Some- 
thing to Sing About’ (GN). House 
returned to pop grind Monday (20) 
but off only moderately with new 
Cagney musical; maybe $10,000, fair, 
on the week. Final (6th) week of 
‘Souls at Sea’ (Par). on a $2 run, 
only $5,000, sloppy. 

Hollywood (1.454; 55-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
(WB) (6th week). 
More seats are now becoming avail- 
able; last week (5th) little over 


$20,000 but very good at this figure 
and stays on indefinitely. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Road 
Back’ (U) (2d run) and ‘On Again, 
Off Again’ (RKO) (1st run), dualed. 


Business good, probably around 
$10,000. Last week's duo, ‘Love Un- 
der Fire’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Con- 
fession’ (WB) (2d run), $9,500. 
Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—Double or Nothing’ (Par) and 
Shep Fields’ orchestra  (3d-final 
week). This show potent three- 
weeker, final seven days being $34,- 
000, much profit. ‘High, Wide and 
Handsome’ (Par), with Hudson-De 
Lange orchestra, plus Yacht Club 
Boys, in pit, opens today (Wed.). 


Second week for ‘Double or Nothing’ 
was $42,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65)—‘Zenda’ (UA) and 
stage show (3d week). Holding up 
powerfully well on final (3d) week, 
looking around $92,000. Second 
week’s take was $101,000, mighty. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55 )—‘40 Naughty 
Girls’ (RKO). An indifferent grosser, 
probably around $6,500, just fair. 
Last week, ‘Flight from Glory’ 
(RKO) close to $8,000, good. 


Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99 »— 
‘Dead End’ (UA) (4th-final week). 
But for pictures that have been 


bought and must be played, this one 
might have gone a fifth week; the 


final (4th) week, up last night 
(Tues.), over $20,000. Third week 
was $25,000. ‘Make a Wish’ (RKO) 


opens today (Wed.). 

Roxy (5,836; 25-45-55-75 )—‘100 Men 
and Girl’ (U) and stage show. A real 
smash in spite of Legion and maybe 
$65,000, huge, on the first week, hold- 
ing. Last week, ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) (2d 
week) benefited same as other pic- 
tures by bigger Yom Kippur than 
expected and ended up at very big 
$47,500. 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-75)—That 
Certain Woman’ (WB). Opened very 
strong but getting no help from 
Legion for gross that might other- 
wise have been higher; $25,000 or 
close the answer but. good just the 
same and holds. Last week, second 
for ‘Varsity Show’ (WB), under 
$15,000, disappointing. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Topper’ 
(MG) (2d run) and vaude headed 
by Chick Webb’s orchestra. A nice 
$30,000 week is in prospect. Last 
week not so good with ‘Artists and 
Models’ (Par) (24 run) and Jimmy 
Dorsey orchestra, around $24,000. 


MONEY’ CLICK 
$10,500, DENVER 


Denver, Sept. 2!. 
All first-rung except the Par- 
amount are doing big business. Stage 
shows at the Denver and Denham 
are responsible for most of their 
grosses. ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ is top- 
ping ‘Thin Ice’ at Aladdin, although 
‘Zenda’ trailed ‘Ice’ at the Denver. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA), after a 
week at the Denver. Fine $5,500 for 
10 days. Last week ‘Vogues of 1938’ 
(UA) dropped below expectations 
but finished with good $3,000. 


Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Thin Ice’ (20th) (2d week here after 
a week each at the Aladdin and Den- 
ver). At $4,500, a pleasure, Last 
week was very good at the same 
figure. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35. 
50)--‘Wild Money’ (Par), and stage 
show. Fine business at $10,500. Last 
week ‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) (2d week) 
did a fair $4,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50)—— 
‘It’s All Yours’ (Col), and stage show. 
Okay at $12,500. Last week ‘Pris- 
oner of Zenda’ (UA) easily topped 
the town at $16,000 and went to the 
Aladdin for a second week. 





Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-40)— 
‘Big City’ (MG) and ‘Riding on Air’ 
(RKO). For 10 days, $10,000. is 
okay. Last week ‘Make a Wish’ 
(RKO) and ‘Super-Sleuth’ (RKO) 
did nicely at $7,900. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,000; 25-40)— 


‘Borneo’ (20th) and ‘Marry the Girl’ 
(WB). Only $2,000 on five days, and 
jerked. Last week ‘Lost Horizon’ 
(Col) was fine at $4,000, having al- 
ready played a week each at the 
Denver, Broadway and Aladdin. 


Gottlieb Scribbling 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Alex Gottlieb, who resigned re- 
cently as publicity head for Walter 
Wanger, has moved over on the 
Republic writing staff. 

With Norman Burnstine, ex-flack 
is scripting ‘Smart Guy,’ which John 





Auer will produce. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 





Souls’ Dodd Click Dual, $20500 
In Two Houses, but Boston Dull 





- 


Boston, Sept. 21. 

Another medium week along film 
row, with ‘Souls at Sea’ dualing with 
‘Dodd’ at the Par and Fenway the 
outstander. ‘Thin Ice’ holds at the 
Memorial for a third frame, deserv- 
ing of that honor on basis of biz for 
the first two stanzas. 

‘Lost Horizon,’ soloing at the Orph 
and State, in its first pop price show- 
ing here, is okay, but not being 
extra. ‘Zola’ completed a_three- 
week roadshow date at the Colonial 
with a flash finish. 

Weekend opened with freakish biz 
on account of Constitution Day cele- 
bration. Afternoon parade dented 
film trade until rain dampened the 
town. Then they began to filter 
through the wickets and evening 
takes were very good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Naughty Girls’ (RKO) with Ozzie 
Nelson on stage. So-so $19,000 indi- 
cated, Last week ‘Happened in 
Hollywood’ (Col) and stage show 
featuring Ina Ray Hutton and Mitzi 
Mayfair, medium $17,500. 

Colonial (WB) (1,643: 55-83-$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20) —‘Zola’ (WB). Three- 
week roadshow ended Saturday (18) 
with good final spurt, around $10,000. 

Fenway (M&P) (1.400; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) (2d run) 
and ‘Dodd Takes the Air’ (WB) (1st 
run), dual. Whamming into big 
$7,500 week. Last week very sour, 
$3,000 for ‘On Such a Night’ (Par) 
and ‘Wild and Woolly’ (20th), dual. 
Yanked on sixth day. 

Hub (Grand) (930; 20-30-40)— 
‘Something to Sing About’ (GN) and 
‘Killers of Sea’ (GN), dual (2d wk). 
Will hit around $5,500. First frame 
was dandy $9,500. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
40-55)—‘Thin Ice’ (20th) and ‘An- 
napolis Salute’ (RKO), dual (3d 
week). Aiming at pleasing $13,000. 
Second week gaod $18,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—That Certain Woman’ (WB) 
and stage show. Oke at $21,000 
gait. Last week ‘Varsity . Show’ 
(WB) and vaude ambled in with fair 
$18,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). All right, 
but not sensational, $14,000. Last 
week ‘Broadway Melody’ (MG) gar- 
nered avery good $18,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35-55) 
—‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) (2d run) and 
*‘Dodd Takes Air’ (WB) (lst run), 
dual. Whamming towards very big 
$13,000. ‘Dodd’ is getting most credit 
since ‘Souls’ was only medium in its 
first run. Last week ‘On Such a 
Night’ (Par) and ‘Wild and Woolly’ 

(20th), dual, sagged to $4,200. 

State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-50)— 
“Lost Horizon’ (Col). Ideal for this 
uptown deluxer; should hit around 
$13,000, dandy. Last week ‘Broad- 
way Melody’ (MG) satisfied with 
$15,000. 


Crosby-Raye, $9,500, 
es 
Rainer-Tracy, $8,000, 
e * ‘ . . 
Topping in Louisville 
Louisville, Sept. 21. 

Bulk of biz currently will be di- 
vided between the Rialto and Loew’s 
State. The two big Fourth street 
houses have the cream of the prod- 
uct currently, with other first-runs 
coming in for pretty short rations. 
‘Double or Nothing’ and ‘She’s No 
Lady,’ at the Rialto, will lead the 
way, with ‘Big City,’ at Loew's State, 
nosing in a close second. 

Hirst burley try at the National 
going into second week, with biz 
just on the fair side. Pulled some 
biz from State Fair visitors over 
weekend, but balance of stanza n.s.h. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) (1.- 
500; 15-25-40)—‘Dead End’ (UA) and 
‘Can’t Last Forever’ (Col), dual. Re- 
turned here afier a big stanza at 
Loew’s State weck before last. Head- 
ing in direction of good $2,500. Last 
week ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) and ‘Mr. Moto’ 
(20th), dual, grabbed okay 32.400. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900: 15-25) — 
*‘New Faces’ (RKO) and ‘Easy JLiv- 
ing’ (Par), dual, split with ‘Nation 
Aflame’ (Tele) and ‘Thunder in City’ 
(Col), dual. Looks like fei $2,200. 
Lasi week ‘Ano*’-er Dawn’ (WB) and 
‘Slave Ship’ (20th) split with ‘Wines 
Over Honolulu’ (U) and ‘Sing and 
Be Happy’ (20th). dual, okay $2,300, 

Loew’s State (3.000: 15-33-40'\—‘Bie 
City’ (MG) and ‘I's All Yours’ 
(Co)), dual. Raincr-Tracy names 
mean somethin’ here ard should cop 
fine $8,000. Last week ‘Lost Horizon’ 
(Col), led the town, and landed well 
on the right side of the ledger at 
$7.500, oke. 

Mery Anderson ‘(J.'bson) 
15-23-40) —‘Certein Women’ 








(1.900: 
(FN), 


Critics had niece ih'res to sey sbont 
ic, but b.o. dreuct rhysent, Toao- 
ike neati lioht £9990 Test wack 


Varsity Show’ «WB) on = second 


week, plus Louis-Farr pic, which 
meant next to nothing here, fair 
800 


Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Colleen’ 
(WB) and ‘White Angel’ (FN), dual, 
split with ‘Hollywood Boulevard’ 
(Par) and ‘3 Married Men’ (Par), 
dual. Just about average $1,400. 
Last week ‘Hideaway Girl’ (Par) and 
‘Rainbow on River’ (RKO), dual, 
split with ‘Murder with Pictures’ 
(Par) and ‘Garden of Allah’ (UA), 
dual, okay, $1,500. 
Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-33- 
40)—‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) and 
‘She’s No Lady’ (Par), dual. Combo 
of Crosby and Raye b.o. dynamite, 
and should lead the procession by 
nice margin, $9,500 indicated, big. 
Last week ‘100 Men and Girl’ (U) 
and ‘Reported Missing’ (U), dual, ex- 
ceeded expectations with good $6,500. 
Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15-33- 
40)—Wild and Woolly’ (20th) and 
‘Borneo’ (20th), dual. Combo pull- 
ing strong with kid trade, nights 
finding b.o. traffic none too lively. 
Loping along to fair $3.100. Last 
week ‘Life of Party’ (RKO) and 
‘Flight from Glory’ (RKO), dual, 
embraced fine $4,000. 


TENDA, ‘WOMEN’ 








PROV. 


Providence, Sept. 21. 
It’s a big week for entertainment, 
but business is spotty. Most of the 
stands got off to a good start, but 
opposish is pretty tough all around. 

This stanza saw another stand on 
the main stem joining first-run 
houses. With reopening of the Em- 
pire as a combo house, that makes 
seven first-run theatres downtown, 
the most this town has had in years. 
Opening Thursday, Empire put a 
dent in biz at most stands, which 
were just winding up their week. 
Opening was oke, and providing the 
pace keeps up, the Empire should 
be among the leaders. 

‘Prisoner of Zenda’ at Loew’s State 
and ‘100 Men and Girl’ at the Majes- 
tic look like the best grossers. Loew’s 
should lead with a $13,000 gross. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50) — 
*‘Vogues of 1938’ (UA) and ‘Big Shot’ 
(RKO). Not bad at all; under a dif- 
ferent set-up gross would be more 
forte; house looks for $8,000, how- 
ever, oke. Last week, ‘Road Back’ 
(U) and ‘On Again, Off Again’ 
(RKO) took a slide; so-so at $6,800. 

Cariton (Fay-Loew’s) (1,400; 25-35- 
50) — ‘Broadway Melody’ (MG) (2d 
week). Not likely to make any real 
showing with the opposish around; 
maybe $3,500, so-so. Last week, ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col), also on_ holdover, 
ditto. 

Empire (Indie) (1,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Outlaw of Orient’ (Col) and vaude. 
First week of new policy off to nice 





FINE $13,000 IN 








First Runs on B’way 


(Subject to Change) 





(Week of Sept. 23 

Astor—‘Firefly’ (MG) 
wk.). 

Capitel—‘Good Earth’ (MG). 
(Reviewed in Varrety Feb. 10.) 

Central—‘Love Takes Flight 
(GN) (25). 

(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 18.) 

Criterion—'Shanghai Express’ 
(Par) (21) (Reissue). 

Globe—‘Something to 
About’ (GN) (20). 


(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 1.) 


(4th 


Sing 


Holly wood— ‘Emile Zola’ 
(WB) (7th wk.). : 
Music Hall—‘Lost Horizon’ 


(Col). 

(Reviewed in Variety March 10.) 

Paramount—‘High, Wide and 
Handsome’ (Par). 

(Reviewed in Variety July 28.) 

Rialto—Outlaws of — the 
Orient’ (Col) (24). 

(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 8.) 

Rivoli—‘Make a Wish’ (RKO) 
(22). 

(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 25.) | 

Roxy—100 Men and a Girl 
(U) (2d wk.,). 

Strand—'That Certain Woman’ 
(WB) (2d wk.). 

Week of Sept. 30 


Aster—‘Firefly’ (MG) (5th 
wk.). 

Capitel—‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
(2d wk.). 


Criterion—‘Sophie Lang Goes 
West’ (Par) (29). 
(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 8.) 


Globe—‘Something to Sing 
About’ (Col) (2d wk.). 
Hollywood— Emile Zola’ 


(WB) (8th wk.). 
Music Hali—‘Lost Horizon’ 
(Col) (2d wk.). 
Paramount—‘High, Wide and 
Handsome’ (Par) (2d wk.). 
Rialto—‘It Happened in Hol- 
lywood’ (Col) (1). 
Rivoli—’Make a Wish’ (RKO) 
(2d wk.). 
Roxy—'Life Begins in College’ 
(20th). 
Strand—‘Back in Circulation’ 
(WB). 
(Reviewed in Variety July 28.) 

















start; no doubt that this stand is 
going to take biz away from others; 
plenty of show for the money; house 
should take in $6,500, good. 

Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-50) ‘Lady 
Fights Back’ (U) and vaude. House 
now getting some real competition; 
opening not bad, maybe $7,000, better 
than average. Last week, ‘Wine, 
Women and Horses’ (WB) didn’t fare 
so well at $5,900. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 25-35-50) — 
‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA) and ‘Men 
Women Marry’ (MG). Swell start, 
and if continues, house should be 
leading town with a great $13,000. 
Last week, ‘Broadway Melody’ (MG) 
oke, too, at $13,500, but should have 
been better. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘100 Men and Girl’ (U) and ‘ivian 
Who Cried Wolf’ (U). This is type 
of show that brings in the dividends; 
looks like $10,000; more if pace holds. 
Last week, ‘Confession’ (WB) and 
‘Small Town Boy’ (GN) was n.s.g. at 
$6,800. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) and 
‘Sophie Lang Goes West’ (Par). Go- 
ing is oke, but not up to usual Bing 
Crosby pace; house figuring on $9,500. 
good enough. Last week, ‘Artists and 
Models’ (Par) and ‘Hopalong Rides 
Again’ (Par) came through with a 
bang at $11,000. 





Mpls. Sags; Double’ Fine at $11,000, 
But Francis $4500, Mild; ‘Party’ Off 





Minneapolis, Sept. 21. 

After a considerable stretch of 
pretty pickings for local showhouses, 
business currently seems to be taking 
its cue from the stock market and a 
slump has the loop in its grip. 
Mediocre array of attractions is 
probably the chief explanation. 
Aside from ‘Double or Nothing,’ the 
line-up rates below par. As for the 
Crosby-Raye opus, it promises to 
outdistance all opposition and. make 
the Minnesota theatre the one bright 
star in the firmament. 

Biggest disappointment is ‘Life of 
the Party,” which has the Orpheum 
down, but the Singer house can 
stand a jolt or two, because it has 
been on top of the heap for quite 
some time. ‘Confession,’ at the 
Century, also is no great shakes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
—‘Last Train from Madrid’ (Par) 
svlit with ‘Midnight Madonna’ (Par) 
(2d runs) and last three days dual 
first runs ‘Westbound Limited’ «(U) 
and ‘It Can't Last Forever’ (Col). 
Looks like good $1,400. Last week, 


|‘Anzel’s Holiday’ (Par) split with 
‘Riding on Air’ (RKO) and _ Inast 
three dav: dual first runs ‘Wild- 
catter’ (U) and ‘Western Gold’ 





(20th), $1,100, fair, 





Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 
25-35-40) — ‘Confession’ (FN). Ap- 
parently has strong feminine appeal 
and is getting a fair matinee play; 
mild $4,500 in prospect. Last week, 
‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) (2d weck), 
$4,000, fair. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; 
25-35-55 )—Double or Nothing’ (Par). 


Crosby-Raye combo is b.o. fuel; 
younger element in parsoues being 
attracted; good $11,000 indicated. 


Last week, ‘Broadway Melody’ (MG), 
got $10,000, fairly good. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890; 
25-35-40 )—‘Life of Party’ (RKO). 
Response to heavy campaign and 
impressive cast names extremely 
disappointing; will do well to hit 
poor $4,000. Last week, ‘Dodd Takes 
Air’ and Duke Ellington on stage, 
$14,000, good. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
40)—Think Fast, Mr. Moto’ (20th) 
and ‘Blonde Trouble’ (Par). Reach- 
ing towards pretty good $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Can't Have Everything’ (20th) 
(2d week). about $4,500, pretty good. 

World ‘Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Gow’ (Indie) with Capt. E. A. 
Salisbury in person. Gets only three 
days, poor $400 and out tonight 
(Tues). Last week, ‘Damaged Lives’ 
Undie) (2d week), $1,200, light, 


‘Doctor, Wife’ Socko $16,000, Varsity’ 
Oke $18,000, but Frisco Biz Spotty 
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Philly Nabes Experiment 
With Price Upping Idea 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 


Long-talked about price tilting be- 
ing experimented with here by sev- 
eral nabes. Exhibs dubious on 
whether or not it is bringing in 
better grosses. Most have come to 
conclusion it’s okay when product is 
strong, but hurts on the weakies. 
With predominance of latter in tiny 
subsequent runners, doesn’t appear 
likely upping will be widespread in 
nabes, 


First-runners in Allentown and 
Lancaster have upped their ad- 
mishes. - Wilmer & Vincent increased 


fees at Colonial and Rialto, Allen- 
town, to 30c. for matinees. Em- 
bassy kas upped tariff nickel to 40c. 
evenings. Colonial, Lancaster, pushed 
afternoon admish from 25c. to 30c. 
and raised balcony from 25c. to 30c. 
for evening shows, leaving down- 
stairs 40c. 





Lancaster, Pa., Sept. 21. 

With business very much on the 
up here, local houses have started 
their second b.o. boost of the year. 
Beginning Saturday (18), all first- 
run houses kicked all classes of ad- 
missions up a dime. If it sticks, 
daily prices will be upped within 
next several weeks. 





On the Hop Again 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Harry Sherman has placed his next 
Hopalong Cassidy, tagged ‘Cassidy 
of Bar-20,’ in production at nearby 
Bishop with Eugene Strong as asso- 
ciate producer and Les Selander 
directing. 

William Boyd is starred, with Rus- 
sell Hayden and Frank Darien sup- 
porting, Darien replacing George 
Hayes. 


U’s Tri-Fight 


(Continued from page 3) 

















versal Henry Koster and Joseph 
Pasternak, the two who made Uni- 
versal’s most successful film, last 
year, and another for this year, the 
Deanna Durbin pictures. 

Charles R. Rogers is in New York, 
from the Coast, having come on to 
attend the board session which will 
determine his future status. Con- 
trary to reports, Rogers was not 
summoned here. The meeting might 
have gone on without him but 
Rogers apparently wanted to have 
an opportunity to state his case and 
protect his interests. 


It is no secret that Rogers has 
been on the hot spot for some time. 
There has been almost persistent 
conflict between him and Cowdin 
and the home office over the manner 
in which production has been han- 
dled and the policy of the studio. 
But Rogers has a 5-year contract, 
same as Cowdin, and that’s some- 
thing. Cochrane also has a 5-year 
termer. 

Others who are in on Universal 
substantially are Consolidated Film 


(Yates) and Jules Brulatour (East- 
man). 


Universal has been angling for 
downtown coin, also on the Coast, 
and in Europe, but flagged none. 
Unless that picture has been altered, 
the only bank so far as known in- 
volved in the U picture in a sub- 
stantial manner is the Bank of 
America (Giannini), maybe for 
around $2,000,000, believed ade- 
quately protected by negative insur- 
ance and collateral. 


It is generally believed that Cow- 
din bosses the board and that Coch- 
rane and Rogers interests may align 
against him. Cowdin, it is under- 
stood, is making an effort at this 
meeting to gain fullest authority 
over operations which will permit 
him to alter the company’s operating 
setup, when and however he so de- 
cides, 

Cowdin’s trips abroad caused con- 
siderable trade comment, and the C. 
M. Woolf interests, represented by 
two members on the board, may 
prove to be the deciding factors in 
the situation. That remains to be 
seen. 


Involved in this crucial intra-com- 
pany fight are the careers of Willard 
S. McKay and James R. Grainger, in 
addition to P. D. Cochrane, R. H. 





Cochrane and Charles R. Rogers, 


San Francisco, Sept. 21. 

‘Doctor, Wife, Nurse’ has put the 
Warfield theatre back in the running 
again” after the. terrific nose dive 
which ‘Confession’ took last week, 
New Darryl Zanuck picture got off 
to a great start and seems to be 
maintaining its healthy pace. 


Estimates for This Week 


Embassy (Cohen) (1,512; 35-55-75) 
—‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) (3d week), 
Not doing nearly as well as at the 
United Artists theatre, where it js 
also playing, but will hold for a 
fourth week. Expect around $3.500 
for the current stanza. Last week 
good $5,000. 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75) — 
‘Varsity Show’ (WB) and ‘Wild and 
Wooly’ (20th). Expect $18,000, which 
is oke. Jane Withers, who is pretty 
gocd box-office here, accountable for 
some of the draw, Last week, ‘That 
Certain Woman’ (WB) and ‘Mr, 
Dodds Takes the Air’ did $17,000, 
which was below expectations. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 35-55- 
75)—Flight From Glory’ (RKO) and 
vaude, Will have to depend on the 
regular customers for what trade the 
house will get, pic having no names. 
Geared for $14,000. Last week, ‘Life 
of Party’ (RKO) and vaude got $16,- 
500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55-75) 
—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (4th week). 
Rather than risk a sudden nose dive, 
‘Horizon’ will not be held for a fifth 
week. When the picture folds to- 
morrow (22), it will have had a run 
of 16@-weeks down town, twelve of 
which were at road show prices. 
Final week at the Orpheum will 
bring in around $6,000, which is 
swell. Last week was very good 
$9,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2.740; 35-55- 
75)—Big City’ (MGM) and ‘Talent 
Scout’ (WB). Off to a fairly good 
start, this pair should garner a sub- 
stantial $16,000. Last week, ‘Thin Ice’ 
(20th) and ‘One Mile From Heaven’ 
(20th) (2nd week) did fine $13,000. 


St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 50-$1.50) 
‘Emile Zola’ (WB). Although first 
several days of ‘Zola’ were disap- 
pointing, picture gives evidence of 
being a builder, with biz increasing 
every day. At current pace, ‘Zola’ 
will do around $10,000, several grand 
less than ‘Good Earth,’ which also 
played at the St. Francis at $1.50 
top. Last week, ‘Double or Nothing’ 
(Par) and ‘London by Night’ (MGM) 
did average biz, $6,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75) — ‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) (3d 
week). Will close three weeks’ run 
at this house to tune of $5,000, which 
is very good, considering that ‘Stella’ 
is also showing at the Embassy, just 
a block away. Last week did fine 
$7,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 35-55-75) 
—‘Doctor, Wife, Nurse’ (20th) and 
‘Footloose Heiress’ (WB). Just what 
the doctor ordered, after terrific 
sinking spell last week. Socko 
$16,000 in sight. Last week ‘Confes- 
sion’ (WB) and ‘Dance, Charlie, 
Dance’ (WB) hit low for the year 
when it dipped under $9,000. 


HEIDT, ‘YOURS 
BiG $21,000, D. C. 





Washington, Sept. 21. 

It’s the vaude that’s saving the 
boys this week, with Horace Heidt’'s 
revue carrying ‘It’s All Yours’ to a 
nice take at the Earle and a lavish 
anniversary bill pushing ‘My Dear 
Miss Aldrich’ above a flop at the 
Capitol. 

Only other new pic on the main- 
stem is ‘Double or Nothing’ and lack 
of opposition will help it into a big 
week and holdover. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-66 )—‘My 
Dear Miss Aldrich’ (MG) and vaude. 
Judy Starr and build-up on Sammy 
Walsh as new emcee in big anni- 
versary show saving the pic from 
flop with fair $17,500. Last week 
‘Wife, Doctor. and Nurse’ (20th) got 
good $21,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,244; 35-66)—‘It’s All 
Yours’ (Par) and vaude. Horace 
Heidt orch pushing gross to big $21,- 
000. Last week ‘Varsity Show’ (WB) 
got rave notices, but couldn't help 
slipping to fair $14,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)—‘100 
Men and Girl’ (U) (2d week). Should 
hold to good $7,000. Last week pic 
took swell $13,000. 

Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40)—‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) (2d run). Second 
week of return after both pop and 
roadshow run holding to nice £5,500. 
Last week it built to big $8,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363: 35-55)— 
‘Double or Nothing’ (Par). Light 
opposition helping to nice $18,000. 
Last week ‘Stella Dallas’ ‘UA) dis- 
appointed after sock campaign, with 





average $15,500, 
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Why B’way Will Never Quit| 


«Continued from page 1)° 





yanks, It’s been thus for genera- 


jons. 
a that is not saying that Broad- 


way is dead. It is spread over 
greater territory than was once the 
¢ase, and spread more thinly. It 
jacks some of the flamboyant char- 
acters such as gave it color in the 
early days of the century. But there 
are more Broadwayites than ever 
before, more affluent, more sophisti- 
cated—and better behaved. Diamond 
Jim Brady would be regarded as 
somewhat of a bounder these days 
with his garish display of diamonds 
and his prodigal tossing of $100 bills. 
The oldfashioned wine agents would 
be distinctly out of place at—say— 
the Rainbow Room. White ties and 
tails are more common and there are 
fewer dese and dems to be heard, 
but that’s not to its discredit. 


The Broadway Skolsky refers toe 
js more a state of mind than a defi- 
nite locality. It is populated by 
showfolk and their friends, the 
sporting crowd and, of late, the so- 
ciety and radio contingents. It has 
no more definite boundaries than 
what is called Bohemia, and like the 
latter word, the term is often mis- 
used, But there is, always has been, 
and always will be a Broadway so 
long as there are good sports and 
lovers of good living. The com- 
ponents may’ change, some go to 
Hollywood, some drop out, but like 
the asphalt lakes of Trinidad, which 
replenish themselves through the 
night after a day’s excavation, there 
are always others to take the place 
of the dropouts. 


‘The Good Old Days’ 


This writer came on Broadway in 
1891, and for the past 46 years he has 
heard constant references to the de- 
cadence of Broadway and to the 
good old days of 10, 20, 30 years ago, 
according to the age of the speaker. 
And Broadway has not died, and the 
good old days are glorious only in 
retrospect. 


Broadway is bigger than any 
group of persons, It is the spirit of 
good. fellowship and _ that—please 
God—never will die. Broadway sees 
changes, but it is no more dead than 
Tin Pan Alley which once was one 
noisy block of West 286th street, be- 
tween Broadway and Sixth avenue, 
but today is merely a generic. term 
applied to the music publishing busi- 
hess which is scattered all over the 
Times Sq. area and into Radio City, 
instead of being crowded into a 
single block. 


Broadway keeps constantly on the 
move, to keep pace with the trend 
of the street of the same name. Time 
was when it was down around 


ay it has spread all over the mid- 
oy sector from Fifth avenue to 
ighth, with not a few of the live 
pote even beyond that territory. In 
t e last decade of the past century 
it was largely confined to the Union 
quare sector, with the Morton 
mee (which for a time boasted 
rover Cleveland as one of its room 
tlerks); the Union Square hotel on 
the east side of the Square at 15th, 
with the snootier Hotel Dam just 
behind it; the Everett House at the 
{7th street corner, the Clarendon, 
just up Fourth avenue, with the 
Fifth Avenue hotel and the Hoffman 
ouse on Madison Square, and the 
t. James and the Gilsey House a 
tew blocks above. Delmonico’s had 
moved up from the financial dis- 
ng to face Madison Square, but 
the prices were a bit too high for 

@ Broadway crowd. The Shanley 
prothers had a place just above the 

ilsey House, and were doing right 
well; perhaps the nearest approach 

the later models. 


Crossing the 42d St. Deadline 


By the turn of the century the sit- 
_ was almost completely 
anged. The theatre district was 
jnching up block by block. The 
festaurants made it in one long leap 
When Oscar Hammerstein broke 
‘own the invisible barrier across 
d street with his Olympia. The 
feanleys came up to a spot between 
42d and 43d (and then later diagon- 
ly across the street into the Put- 
ham Bidg.), and George Rector 
fame on from his Chicago cellar to 
Sive the Square what probably was 
it first non-theatrical electric sign, 
the Griffin, which the non-classical 
abitues referred to as ‘the winged 
orse,’ 
Around 1890 Shanley’s and Rec- 
ors were the hot spots, where peo- 


-asents were crooked, but enough of 





” went to see and be seen. New 
ork was still quaintly old-fashioned | 
and the 


Castles had not yet intro- 


@ dance craze. People went | 


they went home, save for a few of 
the more persistent to whom mid- 
night was merely the shank of the 
afternoon. 


People went to these two places 
to be seen, If, for any one of vari- 
ous reasons, they did not care to 
advertise their presence, they were 
more apt to slip over to Jack’s, on 
6th Ave., which also was favored by 
the newspaper crowd and the col- 
lege boys. For a Yale student to be 
tossed out of Jack’s by the famous 
Flying Wedge of waiters was a dis- 
tinction as honorable as the dueling 
sears at Heidelberg. Jack Dunstan’s 
success brought into being Burns’ 
two blocks above, and later Rogers’ 
midway between. 

But Shanley’s and Rector’s were 
not the only Broadway spots. The 
racing crowd seemed to prefer the 
Metropole, which stood on the site 
of the present Steuben tavern on 
42nd street, and those who cared 
more for food than the surroundings 
crowded into Sam Martin’s, just be- 
low the Broadway theatre. Across 
the street was Brown’s chop house, 
which, save for one afternoon a 
week, was as severely masculine as 
a monastery. It was the one place 
to which one could go and not be 
bothered by the women—and there 
were such diners. It was here that 
the once-famous Flying Squadron 
was born. The Vendome, next door, 
got some supper trade, as did the 
St. Cloud, forerunner of the Knick- 
erbocker hotel. Keene’s chop house, 
in 36th street, was regarded as too 
far downtown for the real Broad- 
wayite, though the Aulic, on the 
25th street corner, appealed to the 
noisy trade. The place was a rowdy 
joint with a fight practically guar- 
anteed before one o’clock almost any 
night. 

Prohibition’s Effects 


Then came prohibition and a com- 
plete change in the layout. Few of 
the oldtime places were geared to 
get along without the bar trade, and 
could not obtain the protection as- 
sured the less conspicuous places. 
By no means all of the Federal 


them were to give the speakeasy 
proprietors fair assurance they 
would not be molested, so the speaks 
sprang up all through the upper 40’s 
and lower 50’s, coaxing trade with 
excellent food and booze of less 
creditable antecedents. Some streets 
were so thick with the speaks that 
it is on record that one householder 
who refused to be ousted from his 
ancestral home, placed a conspicu- 
ous sign on his areaway gate. It 
read: ‘This is not a speakeasy. Please 
do not ring the bell.’ 


And the speakeasy brought an- 
other untoward development. With 
the coming of prohibition, drinking 
had become an adventure and in- 
toxication an achievement. Society 
deserted Sherry’s and Delmonico’s 
to flock into these resorts, and they 
have kept on coming ever since. To- 
day one can spot more socialites in 
any one of numerous supper clubs 
than could have been counted in a 
week in all the Broadway spots in 
1910. 


With the arrival of repeal the best 
of these spots continued and still are 


prospering. They have infinitely | 
multiplied the number of eating 
places, and have spread out the 
patronage. There are no longer a 


few favored spots that are virtual 
‘musts.’ There are dozens of good 
places for every one that existed be- 
fore 1915. The big Broadway play, 
of course, goes to the Paradise, the 
Hollywood and the French Casino, 
which made good on a policy tried 
years ago, by Jesse L. Lasky and 
Henry B. Harris. They were merely 
a few years too early. Broadway 
had not yet been educated to the 
idea. The new International Casino 
has just been added to the list and 
it may well happen that the idea 
will spread, though there are pienty 
of diners who regard it as a nuisance 
to have to give too much attention to 
the show. 

But it all works down to this. 
There are more spots catering to a 
larger patronage than ever before. 
It’s all a part of the Broadway that 
is. and much more lively right now 





than it was when Skolsky went west 


to annoy the producers with his | 
‘movie boners’ and his betrayal of | 
the behind-the-scenes secrets. It is) 


a bigger and better Broadway, and | 
with or without the cooperation of | 


the columnists, will continue to | 
| grow. 
The Physical Broadway | 

For the physical Broadway less | 


Int’] Cinema, Inc., Wants 
$250,000 Added Stock OK’d 


Washington, Sept. 21. 

Registration permit for $250,000 
stock offering to bolster financial po- 
sition was sought from the Securities 
& Exchange Commission Friday (17) 
by International Cinema, Inc., Hol- 
lywood lab. : 

Plans to raise $200,000 through 
Sale of convertible and_ regular 
tickets was disclosed in statement 
showing expansion ambitions. Com- 
pany wants $50,000 for new equip- 
ment, $100,000 to slash indebtedness 


and boost capital reserves, and 
$50,000 for working resources. 
Issue covers 50,000 shares of $5 


par Class A common out of an au- 
thorized total of 200,000 shares and 
potential issue of 100,000 pieces of $1 
common which will be reserved for 
conversion of the A on a two-for- 
one basis. Underwriter is Chapman 
& Co. 

Papers showed that four leading 
execs get $6,500 apiece per year as 
compensation: G. P. Regan, prez; 
Bonar Russell, v.p. and general man- 
ager; A. C. Snyder, secretary-treas- 
urer, and A. J. Guerin, lab manager. 

Regan-Day, Inc., holding company 
in which firm president has a stake, 
controls 40,000 of the 500,000 out- 
standing shares of regular common. 





from Battery Park through Yonkers, 
is not what it used to be as regards 
its theatrical sector. It took a series 
of slaps from which it has never 
fully recovered. It is a welter of 
juice joints, cheap restaurants, ham- 
burger stands brightened here and 
there by a picture theatre, but with 
the drama houses down the side 
streets. 


Broadway took its first body blow 
when it was decided that a street 
car line was archaic for North 
America’s most famous street, prob- 
ably the most famous street in the 
world. The cable conduit was laid 
down, and the resultant dirt tracked 
into the hotels and stores. The bet- 
ter hotels went over to the east, 
with the stores following suit. The 
change to the electrified system was 
less hurtful, since that merely en- 
tailed placement of the current rails 
in the cable conduit. But Broadway 
got another rap when the B.M.T. 
subway was built. 


Profiting by the enormous prop- 
erty damage wrought when the 
ILR.T. system was constructed on the 
open cut, the street was excavated 
and planked over, which kept the 
thoroughfare open to traffic, but did 
not obviate the dirt. It set Broad- 
way back at least five years. 

But perhaps the most. serious 
trouble arose from the new build- 
ing laws for theatres. According to 
statistics gathered by the N. Y. Clip- 
per, New York 50 years ago had two 
theatre fires every three years. Elec- 
trification was still new and wiring 
systems were inadequate. Theatres 
still used chemical fire, burned in 
open tin pans, for color effects and 
even the calcium. lights were a 
source of danger.: In the last 30 
years the town has lost only the 
Casino and the American through 
fires, and the Casino was not so 
badly damaged that the walls could 
not be used for rebuilding. But fol- 
lowing the Iroquois fire in Chicago 
the edict went forth that every new 
theatre must have open courts on at 


| least two sides, and these must not 


be roofed over, nor may the stage 
or auditorium be built over. The 
result was to throw all new theatre 
construction down the side streets, 
front foot prices for Broadway prop- 
erty being what they were. Only 
the picture palaces, dependent 
largely on the drop-in trade and 
with a turnover of three to five audi- 
ences a day could afford the Broad- 
way locations. At the moment there 
are but two houses actually. on 
Broadway given over to legit stage 
shows, the Empire and the Winter 
Garden, All of the rest are down 
the side streets. If the house hits, 
they can do business, for only hits 
will draw trade on or off the .main 
stem. Broadway proper is no longer 
the smart theatre centre, but merely 
a road leading into the by-ways. 

Moreover Broadway has been 
stymied by the elevated road cross- 
over through 53rd street. This will 
be taken down in the course of a 
few years, when the new subway is 
completed. Meanwhile Broadway is 
at an impasse, The stores and hotels 
detoured to the What can 
Broadway do? 

Broadway, the street,’is moribund, 
if not dead, but Broadway the state 
of mind will live for long as 


east. 


+) 


there are men and women who ap- | 


preciate good fellowship, good food 
and good times. And nothing its 











ROBINSON-FIRNKOESS 
TALK ANTI-TRUST SUIT 


Myron Robinson, former head of 
the RKO real estate department, and 
John Firnkoess, who was a division 
manager for RKO in the Ohio terri- 
tory, are preparing suit against the 
major distributors under the Sher- 
man anti-trust laws, alleging re- 
strain of trade in refusal to supply 
film on first or second run to the 
Mosque, Newark, on which they 
hold the lease. Robinson also 
operates the Waldorf, N. Y., a grind 
subsequent run. 





Civil action proposed by Robinson | 


and Firnkoess follows a recent pre- 
liminary investigation into the 
Mosque, Newark, situation by the De- 
partment of Justice, agents of which 
recently wrote letters to distributors 
in New York asking them to appear 
in Newark for questioning. That 
move and any action in connection 
with it is pending, Robinson stating 
yesterday (Tues.) that the suit his 
attorneys are preparing is inde- 
pendent of what the Dept. of Justice 
may do, Complaint to the depart- 
ment was based on alleged inability 
of the Mosque to get suitable pic- 
ture supply. Warner Bros., Loew’s, 
RKO and Paramount all operate 
theatres in the Newark key. 
Robinson declared that the com- 
plaint has not yet been drawn but 
that the Motion Picture Producers 
& Distributors of America as well as 
the Warner Bros, Theatre Circuit 
may be included as co-defendants. 
Complaint, it was added, should be 
ready for filing in a week or two, 


2 Pitt Nabes Go First 
Run to Ease Pix Jam-Up 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 21. 

Jammed up on product and sev- 
eral weeks behind on release at Al- 
vin, Harris Amus. Co. is converting 
two nabe spots, Family and Palace, 
into first-runners temporarily to re- 
lieve situation. 

Sites are located in different sec- 
tions of town and will play product 
simultaneously, starting with ‘Bor- 
neo’ currently and following with 
‘Think Fast, Mr. Moto.’ 

Pix are chiefly from 20th-Fox. 
Distributor tried to make deal with 
Shea-Hyde Fulton to take Alvin’s 
sloughs, but no go. Fulton, which 
gets third of 20th output against Al- 
vin’s two-thirds, asked for at least 
one A flicker from Alvin for taking 
some of the B product off house’s 
hands, but Harrises vetoed that pro- 
position. 


Mexican’s 20th Suit 


Querico Michelene Llagenta, Mex- 
ican author, filed suit yesterday 
(Tuesday) in Federal Court, N. Y., 
against 20th Century-Fox, claiming 
piracy of his story, ‘Paz En La 
Tuena’ in the picture, ‘The World 
Moves On.” Plaintiff claims he re- 
ceived judgment in the Mexican 
federal and superior courts in Feb- 
ruary, 1935, on the claim that Fox 
put out the same picture there under 
the title, ‘Paz En La Tierra.’ 

On basis of that judgment he now 
wants an injunction and the sur- 
render of the negatives on the Eng- 
lish picture. 

















TECHNICOLOR’S CONTACT 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 


George R. Giroux has moved into 
the newly created post of field rep- 
resentative for Technicolor, Inc. He 
goes to New York for conferences 
with Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, Techni- 
color prexy, Oct. 10. 

Principal duties of new job will 
be to function as contact between 
distributors and exhibitors. 





Par’s Dinner-Dance, First 

Paramount will lead off the field 
this season with dinner-dances, hold- 
ing. its affair Oct. 29 at the Hotel 
Astor, N. Y. It will be cocktails and 
dinner. 

Annual election of officers to the 
Par Pep Club, which has Charles 
Gertner of the foreign department 
as president, will be held Sept. 28, 





Philly Film Row Romance 
Philadelphia, Sept 21. 


Oscar Neufeld, 


|‘Mayor of Vine Street,’ Philly’s film 


row, is demanding.10%. Six weeks 
ago he got Naomi Levin a job as sec- 
retary to Stanley Goldberg, of Na- 
tional Screen Service. 

Last Thursday night she married 


restaurants for supper and then! may be said. The street which runs | discrediters can do. will change that.| the boss. 


Infantile Scare 
Still Having Its 
Theatre Effect 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 
Though the infantile paralysis epi- 








self - anointed . 


demic is tapering off here and the 
authorities have cut the picture the- 
atre attendance ban on kids from 
previous 16 years limit to 12 years, 
business is still off in the nabes due 
to this 12-year-old prohibition. 

Theatres are discovering again 
what they’ve always known: that 
kids are the backbone of neighbor- 
hood attendance. This is proven by 
the fact that the parents don’t come 
to the theatre as readily when they 
can’t bring the children, since they 
don’t like to leave the kids at home 
alone. 

Expected, however, that the ban 
will be off shortly. Hith schools 
have reopened, and it’s figured that 
the grade schools will also get go- 
ing in a few days. r 





Columbus, Sept. 21. 

Bexley theatre, suburban nabe, 
has placed ban on children under 16 
because of infantile scare here. 
Bexley school board refused to re- 
open schools on schedule last week, 
although there have been no cases 
reported in the suburb itself. 

Sixteen cases of infantile paralysis 
reported in Columbus in August and 
September with five deaths. 





Omaha ,Sept. 21. 

Although fewer new cases of 
poliomyelitis have been reported in 
past 10 days than in any similar pe- 
riod, ban on theatres, public meet- 
ings and schools continues. Late 
last week board of education mulled 
situation and announced opening of 
schools definitely delayed until Oct. 
4. This consequently prolongs ban 
on minors in theatres. Only possi- 
bility of relief is early frost, which 
may not be far off now as weather 
has taken decided chilly turn. 

In territory paralysis spread is 
minimized as only two or three 
towns affected. Marcus, Ia., reported 
closed as being too close to Sioux 
City’s hysteria. Reporting of two 
serious cases in Blair, Neb., 25 miles 
from Omaha, has put a crimp in biz 
there. 

Lincoln flared up with burst of 
disease in sorority house causing 
quarantine for some 30 Univ. of Neb. 
coeds, and accordingly affecting 
biz there. 


Denver, Sept. 21. 
Theatres closed and public gath- 


erings canceled in Pueblo, second 
largest city in state. Schools also 
closed in Colorado Springs and 


Sheridan, Wyo., because of infantile 
paralysis scare, 


PA. NIXES 2D SPANISH 
FILM AS ‘PROPAGANDA’ 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 

A second film dealing with Span- 
ish civil war was nixed by Pennsy 
Censor Board here last Thursday. 
Pic, ‘The Spanish Earth,’ was booked 
into arty Europa for opening Fri- 
day, after it was held up a week 
longer than most films in the once- 
overers’ projection room. Last min- 
ute decision forced Manager Jerry 
Harrison to switch ‘Golem’ into the 
spot. 

‘Earth’ is second pic on Spanish 
war to be turned down by the board. 
Last February it refused to put the 
seal on ‘Spain in Flames,’ which Gov. 
Earle later labeled ‘Communist 
propaganda.’ North American Com- 
mittee to Aid Spanish Democracy 
accused censors of stalling this trip 
until Earle returned from Europe. 
They charged Governor ‘personally’ 
banned pic. 

Patrick Duffy, vice-chairman of 
board, denied this. “The Governor 
had nothing to do with it,’ he said. 
‘The reasons for the delay in pass- 
ing on the picture was due to my 














iliness. The board felt that it 
should have aé full membership 
when it passed on it.’ 

Duffy said review further delayed 
by producer's failure to submit 
script with film, as required by 
rules of the Board. When script 
was finally provided last. Monday, 
| he said, ‘Earth’ was nixed because 
lit is ‘loyalist propaganda,’ same 
reason for banning ‘Spain in 
Flames.’ 
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14 AREER omesomree.., INTERNATIONAL FILM NEWS 


MG Organist Arrives in 











Deutsch Suggests Nat'l Release 














Legion Convention 








Of Pix in England at Same Time 


—_—_——_. 
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London, Sept. 12. 
Plans announced by Oscar Deutsch 
may revolutionize the entire releas- 


Tipoff Stuff Hurts 


Capetown, Aug. 27. 








|'an entire day while 
| authorities checked his acceptance 


S. Afr., but Has Tuff Time 


Capetown, Aug. 27. 
On arrival here from the U. &S., 
Dean Herrick, organist for the Me- 
tro theatre, Johannesburg, was 
forced to remain on board ship for 
immigration 





for permanent residence. Matter was 


(Continued from page 1) 





viewing. Schools closed, ditto the 
big 5th Avenue stores. It was a legal 
holiday. 

The smarter hotels replaced valu- 
able furnishings with cheaper glass- 
ware in rooms, feather pillows, etc. 


cross Fifth Avenue during the pa- 
rade—namely via subway. 

Small Towners’ Dormant Yens 

Part of the playtime activities of 
visiting ex-service boys wis re.- 
garded by New Yorkers as nothing 
more than sheer’ exhibitionism, 
Long the ambish of the smallie from 
the hinterlands to show up Broad- 


ing system throughout the U. K.— Newspaper expose of the finally settled in his favor. . . | way as just another street and as n 
; he'll need cooperation of the film studio technique in the Organist was plenty burned by the Sree shows in street keep legion meaning a thing, here was i 
ae production of ‘Lost Horizon’ attitude of the S. A. officials, stating | naires as well as public out of the- 


distributors to do it. Briefly, Deutsch 
wants big product presented in all 
key cities simultaneously with West 
End prsentation, and general release 
to follow immediately. 

This way, he argues, public inter- 


(Col) caused the film to take a 
financial nosedive here after 
playing a couple of days at the 
Alhambra. 

Paper’s revelations included 
a story that the plane crash shot 
supposedly laid in Tibet, was 


that it took him two months to get 
here to find out whether he would 
be allowed to land. 


BAKER ENDS COAST 





atres. Pulling stunts right in front 
of theatres. 

Hotels quickly solved the problem 
of how to eliminate tossing of laun- 
dry bags full of water out of win- 
dows. Corners of all such bags were 
cut, so there were fewer detonations 


chance to fulfill this urge. 

Squirting water on office girls, 
firing toy cannons out of hotel 
windows, tossing water out of the 
same and sitting down on car tracks 
are all things that constituted the 
dream of the stix hix coming true, 
It was all in fun at first, but tweak- 


est in the big product, stimulated by only studio wick«cy. Other MEET ON GN DEAL t 
national press publicity which breaks|]| scenes were also rcported faked = - - so many pedestrians ne oa o's has: <A oma og 2 to 
with London premieres, would in- and explained. Sp . s place 


duce considerably more patrons. 


Whereas, in the U. S. 69% of the 
populatiorr goes to films once a week, 
the figure for the U. K. is only 41%, 
he says. 

Deutsch’s plan would be revolu- 
tionary because the present system 
permits exclusive West End pre- 
miering, usually shortly following 
arrival of first prints here, with gen- 
eral release throughout the sticks 
deferred for several months. Under 
the present Films Act, distributors 
may delay release of pictures up to 
six months after the compulsory 











‘WINGS,’ ‘COURAGEOUS’ 
‘PARIS’ SYDNEY’S BEST 


Sydney, Aug. 31. 
‘Wings of the Morning’ (G-B), ‘I 
Met Him in Paris’ (Par) and ‘Cap- 
tains Courageous’ (Metro) pulling 
the best by right now. Schools’ va- | 
cation will usher in ‘Dimples’ (Fox) 
and mat biz is expected to rise gen- 
erally. ‘Good Earth’ (MG) will con- 




















Hollywood, Sept. 21. 


Reginald Baker, president of As- 
sociated British Film Distributors, 
has departed for New York and Eng- 
land following a series of huddles 
here with Edward L. Alperson, Grand 
National prez, regarding British dis- 
tribution of GN’s product. 

Baker, who was here three weeks, 
sails for England this week 


Benefits | 














War spirit prevailed. Some of the 
rougher phases included accosting 
all women, wrecking property, abus- 
ing civilians, brawling, rough lan- 
guage, off-color stunts in streets, 
bars, restaurants, etc. 


Cheap eateries and drinkeries mak- 
ing dough. Gimmick peddlers also 
doing good biz. 

Add to the screwy Times Square 
antics: the gent outside of Loew’s 
State who was having a staggering 
good time spraying dead-panned pas- 
sersby with a spray gun loaded with 
Seagram’s rye, his pockets sagging 


of repose commenced to fade after 
two successive days. 


Burlesk Hopeful 


Burley house operators who had 
been counting on the Legionnaires 
to hypo grosses are not waving any 
flags about it now. Trio of houses 
operating in the Times Square zone, 
Apollo and Eltinge on 42d Street 
and Minsky’s Oriental on Broadway 
and 52d, won’t cut any sizeable 
melons on Legion trade thus far 
wicketed, but are still hopeful things 
will be better on last half of the 
week, when they’re tired of parad- 
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: ; ti with bottles of ammunition, in an | ing. 
trade show; latter frequently closely tinue longer than expected, with (Continued from page 1) attempt to elevate them to his jovial - : : 
‘Maytime’ (MG) following. Houses spotted special Legion © 
corresponding to West End presenta- mr tages Per - j mood. h aad fone , tt inkl- 
ion indi inci Singing Marine’ (WB) folds this | of the Screen Actors Guild, Mrs. , shows but have only gotten a sprin 
tion indicates how long provincial , : une , ; Everything seemed to go as far |; f the t t trad One hous 
f . _ | week, as does ‘Cafe Metropole’ (Fox). | Emily Holt of American Federation : ing oO e tourist trade. ne house 
customers are called on to wait be-| | a my - : iii... | 28 the cops were concerned. Legion- ded the L head rj 
: Good as Married’ (U) may run three | of Radio Artists, and Tom Phillips : < . flooded the Legion headquarters with 
fore eyeing new product. weules, bak te nh Geach. Thunder in “ = ; hae pecker naires stripped a car of its wheels | reduced ducat slips which may or 
viptresceosene the City’ (UA) and ‘Moonlight So- Four pes are sak: associated at | ite is ae wh cw a left it standing on |may not be used later. Gimmick in 
Situation is complicated by prefer-| nata’ (UA) are low and out, with present. Others affiliated and at- = yew papas gare — aboced these are that reduced rates obtain 
ential treatment given to certain key | ‘Elephant Boy’ (UA) coming in.| tending will be Actors Fund of pried 16 setae ee — a gow for afternoon sessions only, with full 
city theatres, which obtain pre-re- | ‘Michael Strogoff’ (RKO) swings into | america, Actors Equity Association, yg me pres a eg if the | tariff at night. 
lease showings, and by a system of|its third stanza and remains. League of N. Y. Theatres, American | mit it: pesae iis wad r peo te — Provident Loan Society is tagging 
playing big stuff at coast resorts Federation of Actors, Jewish Thea-|jumped on to fire enines whict, | itS aircasting this week with an in- 
during the turgid summer months, Melbourne, Aug. 31. | trical Guild, Episcopal Actors Guild, oa iia tates “y i tie. - 4 | Vite to visiting Legionnaires to cam- 
although holding it up for national} Bravely fighting against odds of | Stage Relief Fund, Catholic Actors helped firemen blow ah oe Ro phor their valuables in case they get 
presentation in the fall. Latter prac-|the infantile paralysis _ outbreak, | Guild and the Authors League Fund.| the bell ringing. Rather than ride short while in New York. Spiel ex- 
tice, in fact, is loudly criticized by|managers here are offering strong Heretofore the Authority has been | inside of a cab they dtiniy henned plains that pawnbrokerage will in- 
exhibs, who declare preferential) bills for adult patronage. Matinee | jjmited in its activities of control- up on the roof and tol a the eaiiie flict only legal interest tap on the 
playdates cream the product. biz is ’way off, and likely to remain | jing benefits and eliminating rack- | to cruise around. Every corner lamp- loans and that the boys may retrieve 
Deutsch will, naturally, be in posi-|so until the outbreak is conquered.|ets in the profession, etc. be-| post seemed ro “ee “f 2 denna - via money order when ready and 
tion to try out the experiment. List includes ‘His Affair’ (Fox), cause not fully representing all youngsters who had cnhined ta out that redeemed articles will be ex- 
Launching of the big Leicester | ‘Call It a Day’ (WB), ‘On the Ave-| phases of show biz in its dealings.|of the crush. Every firebox p oer pressed to them back home. 
Square Odeon, on the Alhambra site, | nue’ (Fox), ‘Melody for Two’ (WB), | Now, with all groups organized and | had a fire dept. official on guard Two preeme sxeeded for Tuesday 
at the end of Oct. will give him a|‘For Valour’ (AD), ‘Cafe Colette’| closely knit, Authority feels that} Riding down 6th ave. in an old (21) night were set back because of 
West End focus, and the present| (AD), ‘Borderland’ (Par), ‘We Have | fuller cooperation and correspond-| flivver marked up in campus style the stymieing traffic in the theatre 
rate of construction gives him thea-|Our Moments’ (U), ‘Love on the| ingly better all around results and| were nine members of a Junior | 7°"°: ‘Blow Ye Winds’ legit), 
tres in a majority of big cities, with | Run’ (Metro), ‘I Met Him in Paris’ benefits for the actor will ensue.} Legion band, every couple of blocks which was to have unshuttered 40th 
others scheduled to follow where| (Par), ‘Love From a Stranger’ (UA) | prior to the present action it was driving up ea the sidewalk scatter- St. theatre, postponed until Thurs- a 
there still isn’t an Odeon. and ‘Kathleen Mavoureen’ (AD), confined solely to N. Y. and en-| ing pedestrians % oe See ee eee eee See See 
United Artists, which has money virons. , ee, also skedded for last night, 
in his circuit, will throw in with sup- ‘ Foremost among changes contem- Just Playful bows in Friday (24). 
port for the venture, so all that prod- Maxwell and Pinewood plated, outside of increased power, is One icky looking gent strolled 
uct automatically qualifies for try- plan to obtain group insurance for Broadway leading a pig which, from C t P 
ing out the new policy. Odeon can- Bid f Am t d all actors performing at benefits| the smell, must have been dipped oas r OgT ams 
not, however, exist purely on the or amate which would defray any expenses | into something. Street cleaners also 
UA program, so the experiment will caused by accident, theft of ward-| had a tough time trying to clean up (Continued from page 1) 
stand or fall on the measure of sup- London, Sept. 21. | robe or property, fire, etc. At pres-|S0me of the debris and at the same _ 
port Deutsch can get from other| Bidding for Amalgamated studios |ent performers have no protection | time keeping one hand on their carts, 
major distribs—which is a doubtful] at Elstree, which cost $2,500,000, and.| whatever against such things out-| Which disappeared if they so much |tingent there will be Bob Ripley 
quantity. still uncompleted, is going on be-| side of the minor compensation that | #5 turned around. Indications are that New York will 
Same As U. S.—Almost tween John Maxwell and Pinewood. | would be forthcoming from the al- A clown band, an outfit dressed as | continue to hold a practical monop- 
System would be almost that Former is offering $875,000 and Pine- | lied charitable and social groups. women, and a Junior Legion outfit | gly of the straight music programs, 
operating in the United States, but| W004 $1,250,000, with the receiver} Failure of non-professional benefit which left its hotel at midnight |poth popular and classical, exem- 
» but! waiting meantime. t t aa ibility | dressed in nightshirts, paraded up | plieq Mineg 
the delayed booking system which R ot in ; ie promoters to assume responsibility ery plied by such stanzas as Coca-Cola 
has worked here for years gives dis- a ee Soenaial district | for such eventualities in several nal hae et tile aiid aaa wa Songshop, General Motors Concerts, 
tribs better chances of bargaining| torecte oa . ber : ler poayenes iIn- | stances has caused the Authority ey all the hooal a~¢ poet a ed Phil Spitalny and Firestone Musicale. 
for individual pictures or small| an alliance voring to arrange /|to take the step. William Gaxton, ae Oe | streak star Name dance combinations with 
: : , e of Union Circuit with | who suffered rained ankle at a | ‘0 Show itself in some of the revelers. 
groups. Blind booking is discour- Maxwell who sulfered a sprained ankle at a Pickets in front of the midto sponsor attachments are also ex- 
aged by law in the U. K., so is block ‘ benefit at the Astor hotel last year eieehe were & Ms a ye 7 aie pected to make New York their 
booking. American system of sell- when he fell from poorly lighted Sete thaea.” On an Hing al — sounding-off spot for some time to 
ing the year’s output does not apply, ‘Rainbow’ S ts N steps, and serious injury to France the boxoffice oe te "oe viei ‘th om come, unless they again become @ F 
for that reason. That means the € ew and La Pell, balancing act, at an- 6 avian Meare | vogue in filmusicals. » 


distrib has to make a new approach 
every time he wants to sell a pic- 
ture, and for this purpose the sev- 
eral months of bargaining time he 
gets at present is definitely valuable 
to him. 

Scheme might also need backing 
from G-B and Associated British 
circuits, which have their booking 





Record in Capetown 


Capetown, Aug. 27. 
Due to demand for seats, ‘Rainbow 
on the River’ (RKO) was held over 
for another week, making seven, at 
the New Grand (African Cons. The- 
atres), Capetown. 
Unbeaten record for this town. 





other cuffo show, from which they 
received no help other than organi- 
zational, prompted new action. Lat- 
ter team was incapacitated for three 
months when girl fell from her 
perch with resulting 16 stitches in 
her forehead, plus other concussions. 

Idea is to take out blanket insur- 
ance for such events to cover all 


and tapped the keys of the change 
machine, spilling coins all over the 
sidewalk. Another bunch took a dis- 
like to National Guardsmen parading 
down Broadway and charged them 
in an attempt to break the ranks, 
ending only when the guardsmen 
fixed bayonets and forced their way 
through. 
Center of 


Network commercials originating 

from Hollywood are: 
NBC 

Jack Benny (Jell-o). 

Fred Allen (Bristol-Myers). 

Burns and Allen (Grape Nuts). 

Jack Haley (Log Cabin Syrup). 

Ben Bernie (American Can). 


“ui “ interest yesterday Sid Skolsky (Br Itzer). 
policies pretty nicely agreed with ; a par ge P pag ag ~ insur | (Tues.) was the Fifth avenue pa-| George Fischer Sibbing fax Walter 
the distribs, though it is the latter Italian Merger the aff a Gee ae en Near with more than 96,000 in line. | Winchell (Jergens) 
who most definitely will need to be e affair or directly from the | newsreel cameramen and_ radio Maxwell House Coff P 
won over before the plan can Rome, Sept. 10. pockets of the promoters. Amounts aden j "Wines cite 
von. p ean even diate ind heute Pee ill Ui devatsell ber ton enaae end broadcasters grabbed the bulk of| Bing Crosby-Bob Burns (Kraft). 
start. bi e com- | ' y cr and| their procession material from the| Lanny  Ross-Chas. Butterworth 
ined to form one company, which | ‘mportance of people performing. sixth floor setback of the Empire | (Packard) 
will operate under the name of Safa.| Hollywood and Chicago offices sae i ae os 


MEX STRIKE THREAT 
VS. U.S. COS. SETTLED 


Mexico City, Sept. 21. 


Peace has been restored along 
American film row here with settle- 





They are now working to finish the 
film, ‘Marcella,’ which Appia had 
started on alone. When that is tin- 





ished they will do another film with 
the two actors who featured in the | 
successful Appia production ‘Vivere,’ | 
Tito Scipa and Caterina Boratto. 
Meanwhile they will also work on 
two shorts for the series, ‘Italian 








will be established to help eliminate 
gyppery. Having erased most of the 
one-time prevalent rackets, Author- 
ity is now endeavoring to do away 
with so-called ‘Celebrity Nights,’ 
rampant in nitery and hotel field. 
| With AFA now lining up nitery and 
hotel sector, and complete coverage 
| of all show biz, Authority sees the 





State building. 

With all of the aimless parading 
and exuberant gyrations, many of 
the Radio City guided tours, partic- 
ularly the jaunt through NBC’s stu- 
dio, were capacity starting at 11 
a.m. Monday. Officials anticipate the 
biggest week in history, with spe- 
cial rates offered visiting ex-service 


Amos ’n’ Andy (Pepsodent). 
Jimmy Fidler (Drene Shampoo). 
Chase & Sanborn Coffee Program. 
One Man’s Family (C. & S. Tea). 
Irene Rich (Welch Grape Juice). 
Tyrone Power (Woodbury). 

Rudy Vallee Variety Hour. 

Feg Murray-Ozzie Nelson (Fleisch- 

mann), 


ment of a labor headache resulting | Impressions,’ at Capri < i J —— seas 
s, pri and in Um-/| end of the stunt and more employ-| Legi i i i 
gionnaires with their loud-re-| Holly ‘ ). 
gl pa. <stnge poe Alay yee bria. | ment for lesser talent at salary and sounding cannons and crackers were Ken: Woes eon” nen 
ee fee ie soaiae less appearances of ‘names’ on the | credited with breaking up the picket | Soup). z 
en a oe ae on Dave Bernhard III prog bay ease guesting is also ny soe of the Horn & Hard-| Joe Penner (Coco Malt). 
a : art cafeteria on 50th street near Al Jol y s 
endige 80 gD aaa Mie ag gx mrss London, Sept. 14. Use of names to attract patronage | Sixth avenue. A policeman who in-| Lux ~ ne Hg ~via : 
r ean ee > p Pog ar Javid Bernhard, chairman of | necessitates advertising otherwise | terfered on Sixth avenue’ was Alice Faye-Hal Kem (Chester- 
e Rc and settled with their} Union Cinemas, and father of Fred gimmicks are wasted. This is the | promptly disrobed by a group of | field) , 
5 see APRON te ake eee ee ill and not | a to step in and call| visitors because they claimed he Jack Oakie (Camel) 
: t > ver. | Of any cuffo names unless there is} used his club budd i é 
the full demands or a compromise, Union shares have taken th ap | - i i * te > slines in Mar ince Siscaee ceoneres 
is not revealed. But, the strike | in the city the last few rath oid 4 és bona-fide charity connection from} Radio stations in New York area] Silver Theatre (International Sil- 


which the Authority will get its cut | cooperated with the police in broad- 


threat has been dropped. have been caused by the news, | for distribution to actor groups. jcasting information as to how to 


ver). 
Jeanette MacDonald (Vick). 
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Hollywood. 


a trade of this magnitude, 


under Govt. sponsorship. 


new 
workers. 





‘Beware of America’ | 





Trades Union Congress, big national convention of labor interests. 
discussed a strong resolution demanding the Gov’t move to check 
American domination of the motion picture biz here. Speakers de- 
clared the proposed Quota Bill would throw the industry open to 
Americans and weaken, rather than strengthen, domestic production, 

Tom O’Brien, sec. of the National Assn. of Theatre Employes, 
urged the vital need of a strong industry in the national interest, 
pleading the intensive influence of cinema on the masses and argu- 
ing that such influence should be directed from home, not from 


‘Film is the ambassador of trade,’ he said, ‘and we cannot allow 
of this 
portance, to come under foreign domination.’ 

Deciaring the supply of films was dominated by Americans and 
the tendency was to control U.K. theatres also, O’Brien urged they 
did not want an inept local industry—nor did they want it to be 


George Elvin, sec. of the Assn. of Cine-Technicians, demanded the 
legislation be re-framed to 


London, Sept. 12. 


cultural and educational im- 





protect technicians and studio 


Proposals at present laid down mizht lead to the ironic | 
position of technicians being turned out of their jobs through an 
Act of Parliament intended to help the industry. 

Only the letter of the present Act was being observed, he charged, 
and the question of footage was considered before that ‘of quality. 
Technicians on British films were ashamed of the junk they were 
forced to turn out, and it prejudiced their chances of work on better | 
productions, so far as leading posts were concerned. 





Litish Exhib OK’s U. S. Pix and U. S. 


Higher rentals by English exhibs 
for American films are out of the 
question. American distribs are al- 
ready collecting more than their 
share of pic income from England. 
Any attempt to increase rentals by 
raising admish prices would be dis- 
astrous, because it would lower the 
grosses. Those are the opinions of 
Theo. H. Fligelstone, British theatre 
owner and former president of the 
Cinematograph Exhibitors’ Assn., 
British exhib organization represent- 
ing more than 4,006 houses in Eng- 
land. 


Pausing in New York for a week 
before proceeding to Quebec, where 
he will sail tomorrow (Thursday) 
for London, Fligelstone expressed a 
number of other views gathered dur- 
ing his month's stay in America. He 
had just returned east from a two 
weeks’ visit in Hollywood. This is 
his first trip to the U. S. 

According to former CEA head, 
British exhibitors have much to 
learn from us. America is a coun- 
try of showmen, he thinks. In the 
U. S. much more than in Britain, he 
observed, the customer is always 
right. British exhibs could also 
profit by American advertising and 
exploitation methods, he feels. Fli- 
gelstone plans adapting a number of 
American exhibition ideas te British 
needs. ; 

British quota laws are not only 
justified but are necessary, the Eng- 
lishman claims. They are the result 
of long experimentation and in the 
end will benefit all parties. Result 
of the quota will be the raising of 
the quality of English pictures, he 
figures. That will enable them to 
compete in the American market. 
the effect of which will be to stimu- 
late American audiences into more 
frequent film-going. It will benefit 
producers, distribs and exhibs in 
both countries, Fligelstone thinks. 

After inspecting the Hollywood 
studios, however, the British theatre 
owner says the idea of his country 
ever equaling American production 
is absurd. Exhibitor problems in 
the two nations are much the same, 
he found. In each case it is mostly 
competition with the chains and lack 
of good product. 

Besides his CEA activity, the Eng- 
lishman operates six houses in Lon- 
don. His trip to this country was 
Purely a vacation and he made no 
attempt to negotiate product deals or 
carry on any other business. One 


thing surprised him: America is the | 


friendliest country in the world, he 
thinks. People here were so hos- 
pitable it became embarrassing. He 
Says he will come back for another 
a ‘just as soon as he can afford 
it. . 





WB’s Daly’s, London 


Sam E. Morris, foreign sales chief 
of Warners, now in London, is 
expected to clinch his company’s 
deal for Daly's theatre, with the 
Schiesinger interests, from whom 

arners is purchasing the property. 

The deal involves several millions 
and will give Warners an important 
first class theatre property and valu- 


able real estate in the heart of Lon- 
don’s busy business and theatre 
district, 


Showmanship, but Defends Quota, Etc. 
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PHIL REISMANN 0.0.’S 
ITALY’S HOLLYWOOD 


Rome, Sept. 10. 

Phil Reismann of RKO has been 
in Rome for a couple of days. 
Looked over the grounds and studios 
of the Cinecitta, Rome’s new Holly- 
wood, helped initiate its new restau- 
rant, and was much feted by the 
Italian industry representatives and 
members of the Ministry of Popular 
Culture. 

Two other men whose names have 
been linked with film enterprise 
have been in Italy. Von Sternberg 
appeared to take a look at Venice 
and Doc A. H. Giannini was here, 
too. 


Mostly American Pix 


In S. African Cinemas 








Capetown, Aug. 27. 

Yankee product continues to main- 
tain its high percentage in the South 
African territory, and this time has 
the situation nearly 100% in hand in 
the three leading cities. 

Here it’s five to one with ‘Poor 
Little Rich Girl’ (20th), Alhambra 
(ACT), to be followed by WB's 
‘Green Light’; ‘Knight Without Ar- 
mor’ (UA), Plaza (U), followed by 
‘Parnell’ (MG); ‘Good Earth’ (MG), 
Royal (U); seventh week for ‘Rain- 
bow on ‘the River’ (RKO), New 
Grand (ACT), followed by ‘Woman 
I Love’ (RKO); ‘Prisoner of Shark 
Island’ (20th), Adelphi (ACT) and 
‘Dark Angel’ (UA) at Elstree (ACT). 

Johannesburg is 100% Yank with 
‘Michael Strogoff’ (RKO), Colosseum 
(ACT); ‘Parnell’ (MG), Metro (MG); 
‘Rainbow on River’ (RKO), Palla- 
dium (ACT) in its ninth week; ‘My 
Marriage’ (20th), Standard (ACT); 
‘Love on a Bet’ (RKO), Plaza (ACT); 
‘Rembrandt’ (UA), Bijou (U); and 
‘Smartest Girl in Town’ (RKO), 
Prince’s (Inde), 

In Durban its also five to one with 
‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’ (WB), 
Playhouse (ACT) followed by ‘Good 
Morning Boys’; ‘Charlie Chan in 
Shanghai’ (20th), Prince’s (ACT); 
‘Mr. Cohen Takes a Walk’ (WB), 
Criterion (ACT); ‘Call of the Wild’ 
(20th), King’s (U) and ‘Make Way 
For a Lady’ (RKO), Cameo (Inde). 


FDH Gets 4 Shefter’s 


Francis, Day & Hunter for Eng- 
land has taken over four Bert Shef- 
ter novelty compositions, ‘The 
Burglar’s Revenge,’ ‘SOS,’ ‘Locomo- 
tive’ and ‘Chopin’s Ghost.’ 

Shefter recorded them for Victor 
and the waxings got attention in 
Britain, hence the FD&H deal. 


FIRE RAZES CINEMA 


Christchurch, N. Z., Aug. 31. 

Majestic theatre, Ashburton, con- 
trolled by Fuller-Hayward, was to- 
tally destroyed by fire prior to the 
commencement of the night show. 
Loss is estimated at $50,000. 

Rebuilding will begin as quickly 
as possible. 








Headaches, Inc. 


if 





Tokyo, Sept. 2. 

Sino-Jap hostilities are nothing 
but a big headache for Taro Tajima, 
Home Office Censor here. Since the 
outbreak of the trouble, Tajima has 
examined 2,000 newsreels and 26 
features connected with the war and 
sees no prospect of a let-up. 

Sonichi Tanaka, publications cen- 
sor since July 15, has read over 50 
pamphlets and 10 full-length books 
on the hostilities, while the official 
censoring phonograph records has 
listened to 70 tunes touching on the 
same subject. 

And most of it unusable or danger- 
| ous. 


WHAT S. AFRICA 
WUNT PASS 
IN PIX 








Capetown, AugZ. 27. 

Of the 1,161 films viewed by the 
South African censor board during 
1936, 906 were okayed for exhibition 
minus any scissoring.. Remaining 
number, exclusive of 38 which were 
totally banned, were admitted with 
slicings motivated by the 20 assorted 
nixes laid down by the authorities. 

Score of nix reasons, ranging from 
the King to drunks are: impersona- 
tion of the King, ridiculing of the 
King’s military or naval forces, im- 
proper treatment of death, nude 
human figures, passionate loving, 
illustrations of ‘night life’ (further 
unclarified); reference to controver- 
sial or international politics, an- 
tagonistic relations of capital and 
labor, disparagement of publie char- 
acters, creation of public alarm, 
drug habit, white slave traffic, vice 
or loose morals, scenes affecting re- 
ligious conviction of sections of the 
public, ridiculing of or making con- 
temptuous any section of the pub- 
lic, juvenile crime or criminal tech- 
niques, brutal fighting, drunkenness 
and brawling, intermingling or fight- 
ing between Europeans and non- 
Europeans, rough handling or mis- 
treatment of women or children, 
scenes depicting any matter that 
prejudicially affects the safety of the 
State or calculated to disturb the 
peace, general welfare or be offen- 
sive to decency. 


Seven Locals Showing 


In Mex. Simultaneously 
Mexico City, Sept. 21. 
Made-in-Mexico pix are geiting 
something of an inning here. Seven 
home-made: features are on exhibi- 
tion simultanéeusly at first-run and 
class nabesio* 
First timenin history that such a 
thing has happened. 
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CEA WARNS BRITISH 
EXHIBS TO HEED LABOR 


London, Sept, 12. 








labor on 
U. K. exhibs has caused the Cinema 
| Exhibs’ Ass’n to crack, and its gen- 


| Sustained pressure by 


| eral council has issued an advice to 
| territorial sections to hear represen- 
tations from local representatives of 
the Nat'l Ass’n of Theatre Employees. 

C. E. A. headquarters’ has recog- 


nized the necessity of acknowledging 


| 
| 
j 


|labor and hearing its views, but in | 


| the sticks the branches have refused 


| to recognize the existence of unions. 


| NATE, however, clearly implied it 
was ready to start something if ex- 
hibs wouldn’t conciliate—and that’s 
why the latest conciliatory advice has 
been given by the Home Office. 

Also feared by the CEA is a min- 
istry of labor inquiry into theatre 
conditions, which, as the CEA well 
| knows, might not be so good for 
small exhibs. But it is now learned 
that. such a quiz will be on a modest 
seale only, with the ministry requir- 
ing exhibs to answer a questionnaire 
setting out terms of employment, 
hours, salaries, duties, number of em- 
ployees and other angles. Beyond 
that the probe will not go, though 
its results, when sifted and analyzed, 
may cause the gov't to further tight- 
en its grip on theatres. 


NOW IRELAND 
WANTS QUOTA 


London, Sept. 12. 
Department of Industry and Com- 
merce in the Irish Free State is re- 
ported looking into a scheme for 
sponsoring local production by quota 
and perhaps subsidy. 


Plan would embrace a state lab- 
oratory and recording studio, pro- 
duction of educationals on State- 
aided and monopoly lines, Free State 
newsreel distributed under quota li- 
cense, and a quota for Irish exhibs. 

Gov't is reported sympathetic to 
the project and to be asking the 
trade for reactions. Culturally, the 
plan might work, as far as shorts 
are concerned, but still to be discov- 
ered is where local product will 
come from and who will put up the 
coin, 

I. F. S. market is small and re- 
stricted, with less than 300 theatres 
in the entire territory, many of them 
minor halls at that. 




















Buenos Aires, Sept. 7. 

Argentine film product will prob- 
ably have a larger share in the total 
of film performances here during the 
coming season. New companies are 
announced nearly daily and some- 
times they are actually producing. 

Apart from a few companies pro- 
ducing permanently, a considerable 
number of firms remain which get 
the money to produce one picture 
only and afterwards are heard of 
no more. It is not very difficult, 
from a financial standpoint, to pro- 
duce a pic in this country. Costs of 
a film ready for release runs about 
$30,000. 

Native producers don’t expect 
large export profits. They swing the 
picture through the Argentine the- 
atres and, in most cases, get back the 
invested money, Then they start on 
the next picture. 
the Latin American countries would 


far exportation has not been ex- 
pected and not even tried. 

Reason for this lack of ambition 
on the part of Argentine film pro- 
ducers is the admittedly poor quality 
of the pix, as compared with the 
| average Hollywood product. Build- 
jing of studios and employment of 


| trained staffs could improve Argen- 





{tine film production technically, but | better exploitation of the material, | It Is 


‘much is still to be done as regards 


Argentine Native Pic Production 
Looks Up; Problems for U. S. Distribs 





Sale of pictures in | 


raise profits to some extent, but so | 


actors. Most of those in leading parts 
are from legit and cannot get away 
from their stage routines. Argen- 
tine film producers are therefore in 
permanent search of new talent. 

It is not certain what attitude the | 
U. S. film distributors, who still con- | 
trol the Argentine market, will take | 
when confronted with an Argentine | 
national production of growing im- 
portance. It is admitted that the 








B. A. first-run houses do not possess | 


/any material towards the end of the 


| season, in spite of the stately figure 


of 500 to 600 pictures released here 
yearly. Thus the addition ef a few 


| Argentine films would not cause 
| 


much of a problem in booking. How- 


/ever, for proper exploitation, an in- 
| crease in Argentine production might 
mean a partial displacing of the les- 
|ser Hollywood product. 

Some of the U. S. companies here 
-have partially accommodated them- 
selves to momentary conditions by 
|including Argentine films in their 
| distribution. Others will follow. It 
lis not out of the question that all 


|distributors of U. S. product will | 


|'conclude an agreement according to 


which they will voluntarily reduce | 


'the number of films to be released 
yearly in Argentina, This measure 
would at the same time guarantee 


| especially for the first runs. 


Tougher Daily 


As New Import Regulations Start 


| Tokyo, Sept. 2. 


| American managers of pix outfits 


here are wearing that hangdog ex- 

pression these days and showing 
| signs of considerable wear and tear 
|as the result of uncertainties sur- 
|rounding their future operations. 
Plenty of midnight oil has been 
burned trying to dope out ways of 
relieving the pressure of impending 
curtailments and restrictions, but so 
| far the only idea evolved is to take 
it as it comes and make the best 
of it. 

None of them being crystal gazers, 
they are unwilling to even guess at 
what the situation will be 24 hours 
| hence. All of them, however, are 
agreed that things look pretty 
tough now, and there is every pros- 
pect of them becoming tougher. 

Finance Office, last week, gave 
\’em a little shot in the arm which 
may relieve the pain temporarily by 
notifying pix importers that all 
films shipped on or before Sept. 4 
will be permitted to come in wiih- 
out applying for import permits. 
After that date the permit regula- 
tions will be rigidly applied. Natu- 
rally, cables burned for all available 
product. Stimulant may have a bad 
reaction, however, when applica- 
tions are made for export of coin 
earned by these subjects, as nothing 
| has been done or said by Finance 
| Office which would indicate favor- 
|able action in that respect. 


Storage Coin 


Another situash which is adding 
gray hairs and plenty of wrinkles is 
the Finance Office attitude on coin 
in cold storage. Application made 
early in July haven't been acted 
|upon to date and nobody seems to 
| be able to get any info as to what 
| will happen to them. Feeling seems 
to be that authorities are sitting on 
their thumbs and don’t intend to 
take any action, one way or the 
other, thereby automatically freoz- 
ing coin without the necessity of 
kicking up a rumpus by saying so. 
It’s been pointed out that concrete 
objections cannot be made against 
a ruling that hasn’t been officially 
made and if pressure becomes too 
uncomfortable, it can always be said 
that a decision will be forthcoming 
in the near future. 

One of the toughest obstacles yet 
to be hurdled by foreign distribs is 
the proposed change in method of 
applying the consumption tax, which 
went into force recently. Method in 
vogue is to levy the tax on the in- 
voiced value of each flicker. T's 
doesn’t amount to much and ell 
agree that it is more or less fair. 
New idea, though, means that for- 
eign distribs will be called upon to 
shell out plenty, because the pvo- 
posed change is to levy the tax on 
grosses earned by each subject. If 
the present rate of 20% prevails 
under the setup under considera:i°n, 
|} companies won't have to worry 
' much about exchange control 
cause Government will have most 
of the coin anyway. 

With all the grief in sight, one sit- 
uash beneficial to foreign dis’. -s 
may emerge, the abolition of do. 2 
and triple billing. It was rep> d 
yesterday (1) that the Home O' -e 
is seriously requesting exhibs to: 
limit programs to one feature ard 
appropriate shorts. Nearly eve--- 
one in the biz has realized ie 
viciousness of the practice, but 
heretofore nothing could be de 
about it because exhibs woul’:’t 
play. 

Newsprint shortage here is alo 
beginning to have an effect on i @ 
amusement biz. Newspaper sr 2 
has always been one of the m: >- 
stays of the exhibs, but since Au .1 
|local sheets have been so hd 

e 
e 
S 











he- 


pressed for space that they h- 
been forced to omit a large vo' 
of advertising and cut down on p» 
notices. 


New Vienna Pix 


Vienna, Sept. 10. 
Donau Hade Film Co. has re- 
rented the Sievering silat ie 


studios. r 
Fahren Gegen Den Wind’ (‘We A-e 
Traveling Against the Wind’), story 
by Katherine Holland, with Ge-'!- 
|dine Katt, Paul Hoerbiger, Hvis 
‘Holt in leading roles, and Kort 
Lamac as production manager, will 
| be the pic. 

E. W. Emo has signed Hans Soehne 
ker, Paul Kemp, Richard Roman--y 
|for a film called ‘Ich Kuesse Mr 
| Wenn es Liebe Ist’ (I Kiss Only !f 
Love’). It, too, will be-made 
‘in Sievering. 
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“On all counts, here is one of the peak shows of _ - 


Hollywood’s show parade. It will streak out in front and stay there.” 
—RED KANN editorial, in Motion Picture Daily 


























“Gregory La Cava has made a new Hepburn, has 


guided Ginger Rogers to a top spot she never approached before, created a star 
out of Andrea Leeds, has given the screen a new Lucille Ball, helped Adolphe 
Menjou in another of his great performances, and has come out with a picture 
that will be THE TALK OF THE MOVIE UNIVERSE.” 


—Billy Wilkerson editorial, in Hollywood Reporter 


Stage Door was previewed before an audience 
which came to the theatre in a complete and chilly state of cast-iron resistance : 
. .« That same audience, its cast-iron resistance worn down to something about if 
as hard as swans’ down, emerged from the theatre sputtering with praise, tears 4 
staining its high-priced cheeks . . . It was the most enthusiastic audience Holly- 
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wood has seen in at least eight months and it was cheering a picture that will 
be hard to top.” —Morning Telegraph 


™ 


9 


“It approaches the essence of universal entertainment. 


It’s not a prestige picture. Rather is it a combination of those elements which 
justify any exhibitor in announcing that he has an attraction which he is proud 
to present. Any exhibitor who knows why he is in the business should know 
how to sell it so that it will produce the maximum amount of audience satisfaction 
and the consequent expanded financial return.” —Motion Picture Herald 


‘Check this up for extra playing time and over- 


whelming grosses. It will send the cash customers home to tell their friends and 
neighbors to put it on their ‘must see’ list.” —Box Office 









heatre preview audience very 


: day Emanuel Publications 


is yy 


“Swell picture, 
_ Should be a smash hit; spells 
--M-0-N-E-Y at box-office.” 

—Film Daily 


— “Outstanding picture 
with top name cast guarantees any 

exhibitor a record breaker.” 

—Showmen’s Trade Review 
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DOUBLE WEDDING 


at the end, it is the aspiring offspring 





who is equal to the emergency and 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. thwarts a third murder. 

Metro release of Joseph L. Mankiewic?| Some of the plausible deductions, 
production. Stars William Powell and! such as tracing the killer suspect 
oeree oer Ra age gg tere tt ny 'through his antedated knowledge 
‘Great Sek by Ferenc Molnar; musical} shown in his gossip column, lend 
score, Edward Ward; camera, William] more credulity than usual to this 
Daniels; editor, Frank Sullivan. Previewed typical yarn. A field day for candid 
at Westwood Village theatre, I. A.. Sept. bugs i ight club also has 
19, ‘37 Running time, SO mins. camera bugs In a nig 
Charlie Lodge... piawkeeeare William Powell} been made use of to forward the 
Margit AgneW....+seeeeeeees... Myrna Fm plot. 
tee age “roped ens <A Flows Beal| Art Arthur, Robert Ellis and Helen 
aate Mensington Bly... reap Jessie Ralph | Logan have combined forces on the 
ete Sch Coty cau kes eee? Edgar Kennely| original story with Charles Belden 
Meougn.....cccccsvcsvcecsesess es — and Jerry Cady doing a bang-up | 
Tip apnacenmei a aeheet tee i; Mary Sciker| job in transferring it to the screen. | 
Wee deaek tc cs, ‘Katharine Alexander| The swiftly paced dialog in_ the 
Felice ......:ccseseeseees Priscilla Lawson} modern manner is also a credit to 


Those two box office dynamiters, 
William Powell and Myrna Loy, 
whose two ‘Thin Man’ films made 
exhibitors forget their trials and 
tribulations, are yoked in ‘Double | 
Wedding,’ an outright slapstick com- 
edy which would be funnier if 
were shorter. It’s the latest starter 
in the goofy sweepstakes which got 
under way a year ago with Gregory 
La Cava’s ‘My Man Godfrey,’ which 
starred Powell and Carvle Lombard. 

Powell again is a sort of social 
outcast of his own determination. 
This time he is a trailer dweller in 


an auto parking spot in a big city, | Donald Woods as 
an artist vagrant with an amusing | 


if somewhat cockeyed philosophy of 
life which can be summed up by 
stating that work is for workmen 
of which he is not one, just as the 


ocean is for sailors. Technique of 
these film daffodils calls for some 
clearly drawn characterizations 


among the players, then the infu- 
sion of perfectly ridiculous situa- 
tions and a fast paced finale. 

Jo Swerling, who wrote the 
screenplay from a comedy by Ferenc 
Molnar, has inculcated all these ele- 
ments, and Richard Thorpe has di- 
rected with an ear to the risibles. 


Some condensation would help as | 


the story is straightforward and 
searcely needs surplus invention. 

Myrna Loy excels among screen 
comediennes in parts which demand 
a thought countenance while she is 
speaking some very funny line. In 
this film she is the proprietor of a 
smart style shop and so engrossed in 
the problems of moneymaking and 
the responsibilities of rearing a 
younger sister that she has’no time 
for play. Sister is screen-struck, 
dreaming of a Hollywood career. 
Miss Loy has chosen otherwise and 
selects a nice boy for her sister to 
marry. Then the young couple meet 
Powell in his trailer and Myrna’s 
plans get a rude shuffling. Sister 
falls for Powell. 

Fun is furnished by the Powell 
and Loy duel over the girl, which 
winds up with Miss Loy in the bride 
spot. 

Swerling’s dialog is snappy and 
provides plenty of laughs. So long 
as these two hold the screen there is 
no letdown in the fun. 

Lesser parts are in capable hands. 
Florence Rice plays the sister with 
proper blonde dizziness and John 
Beal, as the fiance, has one of those 
Milquetoast parts which he does 
very well. Jessie Ralph is highly 
amusing as a rough grand dame and 
Sidney Toler is a funny butler de- 


tective. Good bits also by Barnett 
Parker and Katherine Alexan- 
der. Film has been given un- 


limited production 
smart sets and densely populated ex- 
teriors. Photography is good and 
scoring cheerful. Designed for first 
runs in the top theatres, it will draw 
big on the strength of the star 
names. Flin. 


CHAN ON BROADWAY 


20th Century-Fox release of John Stone 
production. Stars Warner Oland: features 
Joan Marsh, Harold Huber, Donald Woods. 
Directed by Eugene Forde. Screenplay by 


Charles Belden and Jerry Cady; original 
story by Art Arthur, Robert Ellis and 
Helen Logan, based on the ‘Charlie Chan’ 
character created by Earl Derr Biggers; 
musical direction, Samuel Kaylin; film 
editor, Al De Gaetano; camera, Uarry 
Jackson, At Central, N. Y., week Sept. 18, 


‘37. Running time, 68 mins. 
ete COs 05d 5 iias ce cacics Warner Oland 
> PPT evéiveaiaaeua Keyve Luke 





Be | PPro rere rr Joan Marsh 
pe, er tre J. Hdward Bromberg 
Johnny BUrmes.....aseceees Douglas Fowley 
Inspector Nelson............Harold Huber 
oR eer rr ee Donald Woods 
BeReeee: POP Rc cg dvvccccine es Louise Henry 
Ne ere ee Joan Woodbury 
PEE Ms wadeosieccccssrceer Leon Ames 
Thomas Mitchell..........Mare Lawrence 
Ri Wnts hacersteverervsiere Tashia Meri 
Meeker bua ds ...Charles Williams 
Louie ....... yeeis ECs bees 6d5 Eugene Borden 





Newest entry in the Charlie Chan 
Chinese sleuth series fits alongside 
of the better ones. It holds more 
than usual for metropolitan audi- 
ences because having a New York 
locale and concerned with graft in 
the big town. Film provides an op- 
portunity for the Oriental Sherlock 
to perform his deductions while a 
guest of the N. Y. police force. Good 
for locations where others in this 
series played. 

Running through the clever de- 
tective manipulations of 
Chan are bright situations, subtle 
and roughshod comedy, and pointed 
action. Chan uncovers the least 
suspected scandal column writer as 
the killer of two people mixed up in 


the big city’s mob. Writers have 
permitted several in cast to be 


placed under the cloud of suspicion 
without closing all doors to the en- 
trance of cther suspects. 


Producers have wisely kept Chan’s | 


son in the series, making him a foil 
for his father’s shrewd nifties. But 


assistance in | 


Charlie 


the latter pair. 

Chan is again faithfully person- 
ated by Warner Oland, with just as 
much interest as ever being shown 
in his clever portrayal. Keye Luke 
again is the effervescent son, with 


| the lad even better than before if 
it | 


only because he does more things 1n 
| his usual enthusiastic style. Joan 
Marsh makes a pert, candid-camera, 
| freelancer among the dailies, though 


the slight love interest she shows for | 


the columnist is blotted out at the 
close. Harold Huber’s conception of 
| a police inspector is crisp and char- 
| acteristic if a little too brusque. 
the scandal 
scribbler is energetic if nothing else. 
|Too blatant for true-to-life por- 
trayal, and he often mixes a stilted 
| English accent with his slang. 
| A long list of supporting char- 
acters is topped by J. Edward Brom- 
| berg, as the tabloid managing editor; 
| Leon Ames, as the gangster chief; 
Louise Henry, as a mob moll who is 
| bumped off early; Joan Woodbury, 
| as a night club dancer, and Douglas 
| Fowley, as night club operator and 
| gangster assistant. The Woodbury 
girl shows _ possibilities because 
having a combo of looks and acting 
, ability. 
| Production values are plenty in 
evidence, with even the nitery enter- 
tainment having some semblance of 
naturalness. ugene Forde has 
directed with intelligence, and never 
lets up on the early fast tempo. 
Wear. 


ATLANTIC FLIGHT 


(WITH SONGS) 


Monogram release of William Zerke pro- 
duction Stars Dick Merrill. Features 
Jack Lambie, Paula Stone, Weldon Hey- 
burn. Directed by William Nigh. Original 
screenplay, Scott Darling and Erna Laza- 
rus; camera, Paul Ivano, Reviewed in 


Projection Room, N. Y., Sept. 16, ‘37. 
Running time, 59 mins, 

Dick Bennett....ccccceses esee- DItk Merrill 
OOPS. . cc tccccccccceceecceses Jack Lambie 
DOR cc cvcndececed TOeTTrrirers © Paula Stone 
BREE cs ccccccccgesséeeseeess Weldon Heyburn 
BIRGOR. ccc cecsccee cccaeveteses Ivan Lebedeff 
PON 0.4 6.0:49.60690608 eeveeees+Milburn Stone 





Bid to capitalize on Dick Merrill’s 
transatlantic spanning feats offers 
juicy exploitation opportunities, but 


the production itself is painfully 
crude. Having leaped to sign the 
flyer, Monogram found itself 


harassed for a suitable yarn for the 
pic. Deeds such as Merrill’s en- 
kindle the imagination, but are diffi- 
cult to imprison within the confines 
of a script. And since it was neces- 
sary to get this film on the screen 
while the fiyer’s reputation was still 
lustrous, the result shows lamentable 
evidences of haste. 

Despite the glowing exploit upon 
which the story is based, ‘Atlantic 
Flight’ rarely rises above the level 
of humdrum meller. Its plot has a 
machine-made appearance, as though 
it were riveted together from stand- 
ard incidents of previous airplane 
thrillers. It bristles with cinematic 
cliches and manages to come to life 
only when it follows the path of 
Merrill’s actual career. And although 
the flyer is a distressing actor, only 
his presence saves the production 
from being absolute trash. 


Briefly, the story of ‘Atlantic 
Flight’ concerns the efforts of rival 
plane owners to win the national 
air race meet. One group is com- 
posed of a penniless plane designer, 
a mechanic and Dick Merrill. The 
competing plane is owned by a non- 
flying heiress and is to be flown by 
a phoney baron. When the baron 
prevents Merrill from getting to the 
race on time, the designer flies his 
own plane and crashes it. To save 
his life with a newly discovered 
serum, Merrill flies to London and 
back in 48 hours. It is an aggres- 
sively hokey yarn, salted with stock 
shots of air meets, parachute jumps 
and bits from newsreels. 

As an actor Merrill is still one of 
the world’s foremost fiyers. He is 
painfully embarrassed and stiff be- 
fore the camera and his few mo- 
ments of dialog are devoid of 
lfect. =’ expression or dramatic ef- 











fect. Yet when he is permitted to 
|turn from acting a part to playing 
|the business of flying, Merrill gives 
the picture its only conviction. 
Although the scenes of him and Jack 
Lambie in the cabin of their plane 
|out over the Atlantic are manifestly 
| processed, they convey an air of 
| authority. 


| Not only in scripting, but in direc- 
| tion, production and in the playing 
/of the other parts, ‘Atlantic Flight’ 
‘is distressingly commonplace. Paula 
| Stone and Weldon Heyburn act as 
|though in a Keystone comedy re- 
| vival,“ while Ivan Lebedeff offers a 
stock portrayal as the baron. If the 
pie gets by, it will be on Merrill's 
name alone, Hobe. 





Miniature Reviews. 


‘Double Wedding’ (M-G). Loy 
and Powell in another of those 
madcap comedies and OK for 
topflight business. 

‘Charlie Chan On Broadway’ 
(20th). Better sleuth adven- 
turer with Oriental detective 
again triumphant. 

‘Atlantic Flight’ (Mono). Dick 
Merrill in a hokey yarn based 





on his flying exploits. Only 

Merrill’s name will help it. 
‘The Women Mon Marry’ 

(MG). One of the better films 


for the duals. George Murphy, 
Josephine Hutchinson and Cliff 
Edwards for the marquee. 











‘All Over T.iwn’ (Rep). 
Lightweight Olsen and Johnson 
starrer. 

| Metro release of Michael Fessier produc- 
ition. Features George Murmhy, Jost phine 
Hutchinson. Directed b Errol Taggart. 
Sereen play, Harry Ruskin. Donald Hen- 
derson Clarke and James E. Grant, from 
story by Matt Taylor; camera, Lester 
lwhite. At Fox, Bklyn., week Sept. 17, '57. 
|} Running time, 60 mins. 

Bill Rae wurn....-c..es: ..George Murphy 


Josephine Hutchinson 
Claire Dodd 


Sane Carson......-- 
Claire Raeburn.. 


Walter Wiley....- ....Sidney Blackmer 
Jerry Little ‘ ....-.Cliff Edwards 
| Brother Nameles .... John Wray 
| Mary Jane.... ..Peggy Ryan 
Sister Martini... Felen. Jerome Eddy 
Peter Martin.,¢-. ta peat ase ci eee tae 
Brother Lamb:...........dward McWade 


ee DOPE PEE TLE TRET CLT LEE Toby Wing 





A Metro B pic, and for its status 
a good one. Stalwart cast of fea- 
ture players, serviceable yarn 
braced by good and punchy script- 
ing, and a slick production lifts 
‘Women Men Marry’ a notch above 
those films ordinarily encountered 
which have been fashioned for dou- 
bleheader showings. 

Plot is pursued on a double track 
against a newspaper world back- 
ground. There is, firstly, the story 
of how a reporter exposes a re- 
ligious racket mulcting the public, 
and, secondly, a domestic drama of 
the reporter who finds out the true 
value of the alluring face and fig- 
ger he married and severs from her 
to return to the ‘girl he should have 
married’ at the fadeout. 

George Murphy, whom Metro is 
studiously building up, does well in 
a straight part as the revorter and 


doesn’t once trot a tootsie or peal 
out in song. He’s married to a gal 
who starts running a secret romance 
with his managing ed (Blackmer). 
Reporter is so engrossed in proving 
that a popular and mystic religious 
cult is phony that he never suspects 
his wife (Claire Dodd). His running 
mate on reportorial assignments is 
Josephine Hutchinson, in love with 
him,.of course, and aware of the 
wife’s affair, 

The story jumps from one side to 
the other whenever ,eifher grows 
wavering, and the double-suspense 
works well. The windup, is smartly 
achieved; the writing, considerably 








braces the pic all the sway. Cliff 
Edwards as the standa type of 
newspaper photog, and: Toby Wing, 


as his nitwit babbling girl friend, 
give out the humor. It-is satisfac- 
tory. 

Josephine Hutchinson has a new 
sort of role for her, as a _ terse- 
tongued newshen who bides her 
time but gets her man sans glamor- 
ous gowns and boudoir-eyes. Miss 
Dodd does her good standard type as 
the cheating wife; Blackmer is his 
usual heavy. 


Direction and especially the pro- 


duction very good; camera keeps 
apace. Bert. 





ALL OVER TOWN 


Republic release of Leonard ‘Fields pro- 
duction. Stars Ole Olsen, Chic Johnson. 
Features Mary Howard, Harry Stockwell, 
Franklin Pangborn. Directed by James 
Horne. Screen play, Jack Townley, Jerome 
Chedorov, from stery by Richard English; 


camera, Ernest Miller, At Fox, Brooklyn, 
week Sept. 17, 37. Running time, 62 mins. 
UES 65445 8508s s 6b et0a0eas Fae Ole Olsen 
Perce err Chie Johnson 


...+. Harry Stockwell 
eebeseeessades Franklin Pangborn 


Macl cee, EP ORUETT. CREE James Finlayson 
Bailey Sb ceebs Sean ens 000400088 ..Eddie Kane 
BBB oo osc ec cessccosccess sss Stanley Fields 
ING 65 bhke cedcas os D'Arcy Corrigan 
Martin eee eee LT ty eee eee Tere Lew Kelly 
-cecapur gui CRETE CUE TE TPT John Sheehan 
i a PERE ET rt ee Earle Hodgins 
SND sd 63 FS HANG 00 Gb-¥ 0% bc0 KO Gertrude Astor 
a ae er Blanche Payson 
ee SEE er ee ee eee Otto Hoffman 


inspectory Murphy............ Fred Kelsey 





Hodgepodge of rather’ broad 
humor presided over by the vaude 
and radio comic duo, Olsen and 
Johnson, will droop right down to 
agate-billing in the duals. 


Pic makes no serious attempt at 
telling a story. What yarn there is 
is only a prop upon which to hang 
the antics of the comics. O. & J. 
,are a pair of vaudevillians with a 
|trained seal. Action takes place 
jaround a theatrical boarding house 











and backstage of a ‘jinx’ theatre, 
which has deen reopened after long 
shuttering with a shoestring produc- 
tion in which the boys are cast. 

There's the’ familiar heroine who 
inherited the house from her show- 
man-papa, but it’s about to be 
foreclosed. O. & J. don’t get the 
curtain up and save the theatre, but 
they do land the gang on the radio 
for a network commercial. The ac- 
tion enroute to the fadeout takes 
down off the shelf all the old familiar 
dodges: the plotting heavies who at 
the outset had the girl’s trust, a mur- 
der tossed in to give impetus about 
midway, and the solving of all the 
problems by the zanies. 


O & J. are at their best when re- 
sorting to their old vaude stuff. Ma- 
terial vritten into the film for them 
limps. Unfortunately a vaude act 
and some trimmings aren’t enough 
to carry a pic. 

There’s not a song, save one spe- 
cial comr hy the comics for 
their own use. Pic entirely over- 
|looked the vocal ability of the juve 
llead, Harry Stockwell, who broke 
|into celluloid via his tonsils several 
years ago in the Metro-Ted Lewis 
starrer, ‘Bring on the Band.’ 

Femme assignment is handled o.k. 
by Mary Howard. Franklin Pang- 
born does his standard character; 
Jimmy Finlayson his, too, as a radio 
program director. 


Direction and camera all right 
considering. Budget for ‘All Over 
Town’ looks to have been exceeding- 
ly light, with the cast not heavy and 
the trappings likewise. Had the film 
|been built up into a musical with 
production number to divert, in 
place of some of the O. & J. paler 
workings, outcome might have been 
quite different. Bert. 





Legion of Missing Men 
(WITH SONGS) 


Monogram release of I. E. Chadwick 
production. Features Ralph Forbes and 
Sen § Alexander. Directed by ‘Hamilton 
MacFadden., Stery, Norman § §. fall; 
screen play and dialog, Sherman L. Lowe 
and Harry O. Hoyt; cameraman, Marcel 
Le Picard; songs, Richard Gump and Flo 
Browne. At Strand, _B’klyn, N. Y., duals, 
week Sept. 16, "3 Running time, 63 mins. 
ek err ee ee ee Raiph Forbes 
BO MA eid bs Seo eta vd.oue Ben Alexander 
Tn, 2h 55 Usd608 46 2096.6 ben 0 George Regas 
ere ere oro ret Pee ae Hala Linda 
EN Sia o ewes sé a0 cad oh be James Aubrey 
EY i sa e's gRRG eed en eds Cae Paul Hurst 
Ses” CARIES. ais ei a dbe ies Frank Leigh 
RR eT rs ee eee ee Roy D'Arcy 





With nothing more than a high 
sounding title and no name of value, 
film will not get out of the lesser 
spots as an assistant, and can only 
get out of the red because of the 
lightweight production costs. 


Forbes is not only the cast topper 
but the film’s only excuse, despite 
his apparent indifference and dis- 
interest. Sometimes a fairish actor, 
Forbes seems to resent the tripe 
herein and shows it in performance. 
His supporters apparently share the 
same feeling, just about earning 
their dough for labor—not acting. 


Hala Linda is a much better singer 
than an actress and not enough of 
either to rate any special considera- 
tion. She appears in one cafe sing- 
ing sequence, where the trouble 
starts to brew, piping “You Are My 
Romance’ to Forbes. 

_ Action shots are library, film is 
jumpy in the outdoor sequences and 
sound not much better. Hurl. 





Columbia production and release. Stars 
Charles Quigley und Rita Hayworth. Di- 
rected by D. Ross Lederman. Screenplay, 
Grace Neville and Fred Niblo, Jr.; story, 
J. Benton Cheney; camera, Renjamin 
Kline; editor, James Sweeney; musical 
direction, Morris Stoloff. At Varsity, Lin- 
coln, dual. Running time, 55 mins. 
ee, ae Eee Charles Quigley 
Betty énrRORRS ENT H040 sc ObEES Dé Rita Hayworth 
Erakine.....ccccccssse.ee..J0hn Gallaudet 
DNS 6464000000408 J. Farrell MacDonald 
Maxwell...ccccocesssceceeessss Arthur Loft 
A Cer rere John Tyrrell 
NES Hin 0-4s Cab tates sc d<isnuddde Paul Fix 
NG 6 n'bb-0%o 0:3 0 d0d-0-0000 -Max Hoffman, Jr. 





Hockey comes in for another dido 
in Columbia's ‘Game That Kills,’ a 
picture with a lot of action, but not 
strong enough to carry any b.o. 
weight. Title may bog it a little, too, 
because of close similarity to the 
sexer which made the rounds and is 
still going in some spots, tagged 
‘Pace That Kills.’ . 

Film features Charles Quigley on 
top, but sharing with Rita Hayworth, 
who broke in recently with a small 
dancing role in one of his pictures. 
Brunet is a looker and talks the role 
well, which will probably see her 
more often in the Columbia prints 
of the future. Quigley plays a skat- 
ing fool, who comes into the profesh 
hockey to find out what kind of a 
racket it is. His brother was killed 
in a phoney rink accident previous 
to his entry. Rita is the daughter 
of the team’s trainer, J. Farrell Mac- 
Donald. 


Lots of skating and a good deal of 
rough stuff closeup makes the pic- 
ture carry along through a mediocre 
plot. Writing department didn’t 
strain itself much, and _ footage 
grabbed from sports reels makes 
most of the real action. Everyone 
in the cast makes out as well as he 
or she can. 


For the action houses and the 
nabes, mostly. Will see occasional 
from hunger spotting in better 
houses, but always on the weaker 
side of the dual. Barn, 
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HOTEL KIKELET 


(‘Hotel Springtime’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, Sept. 8. 
Elit release of Tlajdu Fitm-Darvoczy 
duction. Direeted by Bela Gaal. 
Laszlo Vadnai; music, Paul 


pro. 
Scena lo, 
Abraham. At 






Royal Apollo and Atrium Theatres, Buda- 
pest. 

ey pe ey Anna Tokes 
DEE 645.4 s0 dc ewes anes beans ve tad Ida Turay 
ee Fare oe Julia Komar 
SS ee are Antal Pager 
Boldizsar Julius Kahos 


Iaron T da. . 


-++--.Tivadar Uray 
Ferenc Ag 


Imre Palle 


(In Hungarian) 

Season’s first Hungarian release is 
decidedly a moneymaker. An unpre- 
tentious story on the usual silly 
burlesque lines, but pleasant enter- 
tainment, cleverly directed, well pho- 
tographed and well cast. 

Anna Tokes, new on the screen, is 


|a great asset; she photographs well 
'and acts 


with dignity and charm. 
Imre Pallo, operatic baritone, also 
in his first film part, has a beautiful 
voice and moves with elegance and 
ease. 

Setting is a resort hotel, chief at- 


i traction of which is Maria, the man- 


ageress. 


Visitors come because they 
want to 


make love to her. Her 
husband (Pager) acts as hotel sec- 
retary. Maria is devoted to him, but 
she doesn’t let on that they’re mar- 
ried because she is afraid that lucra- 
tive guests, like Baron Torda and 
wealthy Ferenc Ag, would stay away 
if they knew she isn’t free. Pager 
is fed up’ with this situation and 
goes off with Sophy, a honeymoon 
bride staying at the hotel, who leaves 


her husband because he leaves her 
alone all night and gambles away 
her dowry. Deserted bridegroom 





| stays on as secretary, 


(Kabos, very funny, but too fat and 
old to be convincing in the part)? 
while Pager 
and Sophy pretend to fall in love 


| with each other and marry, but in 





the end they all find their way back 
to their original partners. 

Plenty of laughs, popular actors 
and Pallo’s song scenes with a gypsy 
band are responsible for ‘Hotel 
Springtime’s’ b.o. success here. 

Jacobi. 


PUBLIC COWBOY NO. 1 


(WITH SONGS) 


Republic proluction and release. Stars 
Gene <Autry; features Smiley Burnette, 
Ann Rutherford, William Farnum, Arthur 
Loft. Directed by Joseph Kane. Story, 
Bernard McConville;~ screenplay, Oliver 


Drake; camera, Jack Marta; editors, Lester 


| Orlebeck and George Reid. At Varsity, 
Lincoln, dual, Running time, 60 mins. 
ys POLLS OPTS T POL TT TREK Cee Gene Autry 
BPO. seccccccedccccscccee Oy Burnette 
nee TE CEP EEE EEL OT TE eer. Ann Rutherford 
MIU F540 44 05.09044440400 William Farnum 
Quackenbush........ a....James CC. Morton 
UENO 6 Ab  o-tr0 4.44.08 44 804% 60° Frank LaRue 






Thad Slaughter.... 


.-Marston Williams 
Jack Shannon 


enseowaed Arthur Loft 


ST bb. o6 a Bh Ce iedeec quake Frankie Marvin 
Jim Shannon............ House Peters, Jr. 
BESTA ccc cc cecccsececece Miurnm Morante 
tp tihevgieea0enskdeadeea King Mojave 
Bry ey eee eee ee Hal Price 
Ws Gh bn. ¢* Caviinsakeed. eons Jack Ingram 





Screwy title, but about the truth, 
Autry, handy with pipes and guitar 
as well as his guns and fists, has 
come to mean patronage in guaran- 
teed quantities in the western 
houses. This, his first release in the 
new season’s Republic product, is a 
pat on the back in title, and lived 
up to in a picture, complete in action 
and good tunes, 

Bernard McConville, who authored 
the story, went a little deluxe when 
he fitted out Smiley Burnette and 
some Montgomery Ward cattle 
rustlers with sending and receiving 
sets, bringing the horsey range 
country up on par with the city’s 
cruiser cars and the last word in 
gangdom. However, he tells an in- 
teresting story, and in the end de- 
bunks his own intricate devices to 
show the old two-gunner with his 
nag is the best way to get around 
in Wyoming. 

Autry is right at home, and for 
once it’s a western without a fist 
fight. Gene opens and closes with a 
song on his lips, and knocks out 
about three during the mid-section 
of the story. Best of them is the 
jingler, ‘West Ain’t What It Used 
© FX Smiley Burnette, who 
usually accompanies him, cuts loose 
twice on his own with ‘Heebie, 
Jeebie Blues’ and ‘Defective De- 
tective from Brooklyn,’ the latter 
with some lightning changes of cos- 
tume. 

Ann Rutherford, the femme deco- 
ration, is a crusading newspaper 
editor in the nrairie town, who be- 
lieves at first that the old-time law 
enforcement methods are outmoded. 
After Bill Farnum turns on_ his 
kindliest attitude and Autry bursts 
into her office with his hair combed 
and a song on his lips, she figures, 
almost too late, that the old-fash- 
ioned way had its good points. 

Arthur Loft and House Peters, Jr., 
rustlers as modern as_ tomorrow, 
operate a roving slaughter house on 
a circus basis. Find out where the 
herd is, send out the trucks with 
men and horses by radio direction 
from a plane flying overhead, set up 
in 10 minutes and start clouting the 
beef over the head as fast as it comes 
down the chutes. Butchery is com- 
plete to hides being removed, and 
the carcass quartered and loaded 
into refrigerator trucks for ship- 
ping. Then it’s a fadeout before 
any one gets wise to what happened. 

Picture was given more thought 
than goes into most westerns and 
the usual standbys are for the most 
part ignored. ‘Public Cowboy’ 
should do good business in its field 
anywhere. Barn. 
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Mutiny on the Elsinore 
(BRITISH MADE) | 
London, Sept. 4. 





_.vniated British (BQP) release of 
Associa itish production. Stars Paul 
oeres Directed by Roy Lockwood. Screen 
fay Beaufoy Milton; from Jack London's 
novel: camera, Bryan Langley. At Pic- 
cadilly, London, Sept. 3, 37. Running time, 
nutes. 

14 ot Pathurst 900066ees evccccees Paul Lukas 
Mr. Pike...-++eerereers eooees Lyn Harding 
Margaret West.cccccccccoce Kathleen Kelly 
Bert Rhyne..-seeeeessccerere Clifford Evans 
Charles Davis..--+- Michael Hartin-Harvey 
O'Sullivan. ..ceeeeereeeeeees William Devlin 
Mr. Mellaire..-++seeeerercevens Ben Soutten 
Captain West...++sreseereeee Conway Dixon 
Murphy .----eeeeeceeerecccceess Pat Noonan 
HNO. eeececeereeeeccceeess Tony Sympson 
Twist. .coscecersseseressrs Hamilton Keene 
Benson. .ceeeerccrrseeecececcees Alec Fraser 
Wada....--serccerceeccsesscess Jiro Soneya 





Jack London’s stories are dated to 
about the conclusion of the wind- 
jammer period. Performance of 

aul Lukas is dated to the present 

day, from the standpoint of the cut 
of his clothing and the modern 
school of acting. Hero and story, 
therefore, do not synchronize. -Nor 
did they, in those days, use the 
word ‘scram.’ 
.. Action takes place on board one 
of the old sailing vessels, and is con- 
fined entirely to the mutiny of the 
crew. Captain is murdered, first 
mate knocked out, and the only pas- 
senger on board is a novelist, who 
takes command, straightens things 
out and falls in love with the cap- 
tain’s daughter. Two-fisted stuff 
throughout, which becomes more or 
less tedious. 

Names of the star and author may 
put this one over as a second fea- 
ture here. In any event, it will serve 
for quota purposes. Jolo. 


Romance in Flanders 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Sept. 8. 


British Lion release of Franco-London- 
3. H. prod. Stars Paul Cavanagh; features 
Marcelle Chantal. Directed by Maurice 
Elvey. Adapted by Harold Simpson from 
novel by Mario Fort and Ralph E. Vanloc; 
camera, William Luff. At Piccadilly, Lon- 


don. Running time, 73 mins. 

Dobn Morley. :cccscccccceses Paul Cavanagh 
MVORRO BOIrPieccccccccece Marcelle Chantal 
eT SE err eer ire Garry Marsh 
Mme, Viandermaere.....ceseeess Olga Lindo 
tt, UOMO és ccccceses Cocccese Alistair Sim 
Captain Stanford........... Evelyn Roberts 
Major Burke.......0.. YP, Kynaston Reeves 
i SOOT 66cccteveeees Arthur Hambling 
i ID. : 5b 0655660e0e’ ts Denier Warren 
Sy MRUONRD: ca ccncccesoess Frank Atkinson 
SOS 6.00.0.06600060006066 Bobbie Comber 
tic deieedetes eye Andrea Melandrinos 
Muriel ee PT CPT TTTT ITT TT TTT Denise Sydney 
eiiinénseetsenecese ws Kathleen Weston 





Bitter little story of war and its 
rmath, and the friendship of two 
men disrupted through desire for 
one woman. Star’s name may make 
the picture acceptable as a second 
feature in the U. S., but it is more 
likely to appeal on this side. 

Coming at the tail end of a glut 

of war films, this one isn’t strong 
enough to compete, although the war 
scenes are well done and sufficiently 
impressive. 
. two sergeants love Yvonne, 
daughter of a farmer with whom 
they are billeted in Belgium. She 
loves one, but marries the other, 
thinking the first is dead. Years aft- 
erward, when visiting the village to 
take part in an army reunion, 
Yvonne sees Dick, whom she be- 
lieved dead, among the crowd. She 
tells her husband, who scoffs at the 
idea, saying there is but a slight 
Tesemblance. Unsatisfied, she seeks 
out the Englishman, now a guide to 
tourists visiting the battlefields, who 
feigns lost memory and refuses to 
Tecognize her. 

She forces the truth. Husband and 
wife have it out, when she says she 
is going to leave him for Dick. 
Hubby pleads with her. Half-fren- 
zied, Dick goes after the husband 
with a gun, but when Yvonne comes 
after them and calls her husband’s 
Name in an agony of fear, he realizes 
you can’t turn back and pick up the 
threads again. 

Paul Cavanagh gives a sensitive 
Performance as Dick. Garry Marsh, 
as the blustering husband, is a good 

e and Marcelle Chantal is more 
than adequate as the wife. Olga 
indo scores as a little laundress 
suffering from unrequited love, and 
the supporting cast is excellent. 


Sentinelle di Bronzo 


(‘Sentinels of Bronze’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 
Rome, Sept. 7. 


ane Roma production and release, Di- 

— by Romolo Marcellini. Script, Mar- 
0 Orano. Cast featuring fosco Gia- 

Chetti, Giovanni Grasso, Doris Duranti. 





(In Italian) 


A Exteriors for this pic were taken 
Atirely in Italy’s colonies in Africa, 
Mmanaliland and Mogadiscio and its 
a. theme is the glorification of 
- ‘an colonial troops, the ‘bronze 
entinels. Action is supposed to take 
— at a time shortly before the 
oo conquest of Ethiopia, when 
= were many border incidents. 
Ogaden of Amharas attack a nomad 
0 tribe, and then, fired by the 
ide ement of plunder and rape, de- 
fort ptr a small Italian border 
to 1 th espite being outnumbered 10 
maec e Italians defend the fort and 
— in repelling the Amharas. 
the fre is a slight thread of story— 
_ fontrast between the two Oga- 
qrothers, Ibrahim and Elmi, one 
Whom prefers to keep his nomad 


independence despite all its unrests 
and dangers, and the other of whom 
Joins the Italians and fights side by 
side with the Dubats in the fort. 
Also there is a love episode between 
one of the native warriors and a 
girl who had been made prisoner 
and later liberated by the Ogaden. 
These touches keep the film from 
being entirely reportorial. Still the 
descriptive parts of the picture are 
the most important and the best. 
Photography is excellent and sound 
accompaniment very effective. But 
as seeing Italian troops in action and 
in victory would probably not stir 
American audiences, it is doubtful 
whether the film would have much 
success in America. Most striking 
are the charm and naturalness of the 
native actors in the film. Heln, 


PATRIOTEN 


(I Love My Country’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Ufa production and release. 
Baarova and Mathias Wieman. Directed 
by Karl Ritter. At 86th St. Garden, N. Y., 
week Sept. 17, ’37, Running time, 93 mins. 


Stars Lida 





Peter Thomann...........Mathias Wieman 
SE > SUAANINS occ ccteccceues Bruno Hubner 
DE Ht ccrcondevesketanecs Lida Baarova 
Suzanne .. - Hilda Korber 
tL thande ches eetenseaaee Paul Dahlke 
MUON, Wed eeusSdcocecceccecdece Nikolai Kolin 
EN 5 Ka cSecccccsecsess’ Kurt Seifert 
SIU. 5. ohne cegcesees A. F. Eugens 
Der Ortskommandant..... Edwin Jurgensen 
PT Sci welcdees 6a0e006 sesh Willi Rose 
Ein Polizeibeamter .......... Ewald Wenk 
IGE - VORRIUIOMAO Soc Sec ctcccccces Otz Tollen 
pe SEE EeT TTT eLeee Ernst Karchow 
Der Verteidiger ........4 A. Saint-Germain 
Kriegsgefangene...Paul Schwed, Lutz Gotz 
PGP GOMIGALEE cccccccses Karl Hannemann 
Der: BerMeant.ccccreccrcseses Gustav Mahnke 
RUORGRGIORSE 26 cnccccceseceses Karl Wagner 
Piugzeugfubrrer. ....ssescoess Jim Simmons 
MG-Schutze........ Hans Reinhard Knitsch 





(In German, with English Titles) 


In presenting the rarely seen Ger- 
man side of the war, the producers 
of ‘Patriots’ took no advantage of 
their cinematic and traditional en- 
emy, the French, but have, instead, 
stuck to a believable roman de 
guerre that should prove a hit with 
German audiences and an entertain- 
ing one and a half hours to the au- 
diences attracted by the English 
titles. Its chief drawback is that 
it’s a propaganda film of current 
Deutsch political regime. 


Film has all the assets of a worth- 
while production, suspense, drama. 
comedy, etc., added to which is good 
photography and fine acting. 


A very competent cast from stars 
to the most minor roles does much 
for the picture. Two leads are ex- 
pertly handled by Wieman and Miss 
Baarova, particularly in the dramatic 
sequences immediately preceding and 
during the court martial. 

Singing and dancing in the pic- 
ture, while not enhancing much, do 
not retard any of the action and fit 
in nicely during narration. German 
music and dancing girls add to total 
of nearly everything else that can 
be put into a film without it having 
the appearance of a goulash which 
so many of the importations seem 
to be. Hurl. 


SUSANNE IM BADE 


(‘A Study vz Susanne’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Casino Film Co. release of Tobis-Rota 
production. Features Manja Behrens, Hans 
Brausewetter, Max Guelistorff, Hans 
Schlenck. Directed by Juergen von Alten; 


musical score, Haraldt Boehmelt. At Ca- 
sino, N. Y., week Sept. 10, ’37. Running 
time, 78 mins. 

Gussy Altken.....eseeecees- Manja Behrens 
BOTS. AMBOR. ccccecesecsse Max Guelstorff 
Bruno KannitZ...ccccccccess: Erich Fiedler 
NOIR, do de bed bee Ursula Herking 
Erika Knispel......... Erika von Thelmann 
Director der Kunstschule....Hans Schlenck 
a PEURE TEEPE ee Hans Brausewetter 
Perey or ee Maria Sazarina 
Justizrat Schmidt.......... Hans Farenburg 
Frau Justizrat Farenburg....Maria Krahn 
Reinemachefrau........... Ilse Furstenberg 
ey rere Serre: Perr Fritz Hoops 





(In German; No English Titles) 


For what miniscule market there 
is in the U. S. for films made in Nazi- 
land, this is passable. When caught 
the audience didn’t particularly perk 
up at the comedy, of which much 
use is attempted to help buoy a 
hackneyed, thin plot. 

Story is located in an art school, 
Professor of oil daubing takes his 
adult scholars to a beach one day, 
and while the co-eds are romping 
in the surf sketches one of the lis- 
some lassies in her swim suit. Later 
he does a similar job in oil off the 
sketch, but neglects to do the girl 
this time in anything other than her 
birthday suit. When painting is ex- 
hibited at a commercial showing, 
word gets around that the specific 
co-ed did the nude posing. Teacher 
ransacks his belongings for the 
sketch made on the beach to clear 
her name and his, but paper has 
been thefted by a jealous girl whom 
the teacher snubs. Matter becomes 
almost an open scandal, when the 
other studes solve the affair by mak- 
ing the sketch-swiper confess and 


tion of all concerned. 

Such a skimpy yarn could have 
been more punchily told in less than 
78 mins. Acting is but fairish, with 
the best work done by the maligned 
co-ed, Manja Behrens. Hans Brause- 


a common Teuton thespic error. Max 
Guelsdorff squeezes hard to get 
some humor out of his role of the 
girl’s papa, but it’s pretty hard go- 





rection sluggish most of the way; 
camera good. Bert. 


produce the drawing to the satisfac- | 


wetter is too stiff as the art prof, | 


ing. Rest of the cast are bits. Di- | 


Robinson Crusoe of 


Clipper Island 
(SERIAL) 


Rep iblic release of Nat Levine-Sol C. 
Siegal production. Stars Mala, features 
Rex (the horse), Buck (the dog), Mamo 
Cars, Herbert Rawlinson, William Newell. 


Directed by Mark V. Wright and Ray 
Ta/.or. Screenplay, Maurice Geraghty, 
Buty Shipman, John ‘tathmell; story, 


Morgan Cox, Winston Miller, Leslie Swa- 
backer; camera, William Nobles; editors, 
Helene Turner and William Witney, At 
Liberty, Lincoln. Running time, 19 mins; 


14 episc des. 

RR ree es | ae re Mala 
CE Oh, PO, OC Rex 
NO CER IR ee Buck 
BOON Sos 505 cennessene 6baceen see CHEE 
8 ee re ae Herbert Rawlinson 
MEN S436 60.0% baeas £4640 be William Newell 
BUM ee ccc ckseveseehacnanen John Ward 
RENN Sb 65 s.cwAs bs 00 ba eas Selmer Jackson 
ne a, RO er Pe John Dilson 
PUNE Hecics chabtncads exeakous John Piccori 
gn og AE REL ETE CERO George Chesebro 
Ww ee SEL Eee eee Robert Kortman 
MS ch64ccacweswuteewae George Cleveland 
CRIN v6.0 + calkncaeknaatecss os Lloyd Whitlock 





Polynesians and Eskimos have had 
more or less a bad time in Holly- 
wood and in this Republic chapterer 
two are yanked a short way from 
oblivion for a while to do work in 
‘Robinson Crusoe of Clipper Island.’ 
Mala, who came to Metro’s contract 
roster after ‘Eskimo,’ and Mamo 
Clark to the same studio on con- 
clusion of ‘Mutiny. on the Bounty,’ 
are in the leads after little or no 
work in nearly two years. 


‘Crusoe’ is a serially elaborate 
story of sabotage which results in 
the U. S. sending a Polynesian mem- 
ber of the F.B.I. to find out what’s 
going on at a small Pacific dot of 
land, where a dirigible has crashed. 
Mala, the F.B.I. lad, is on a dual 
dodge for a while—both the islanders 
and the international spy ring on the 
lam for him. 


Film is not only a rescue for 
people not working, but also for ani- 
mals. Rex, the hoss, and Buck, the 
dog, are both figuring for hay and 
bones. Pic has pretty scenery, al- 
though fakery is present in unusual 
quantities. Sandwiches of travelog 
shots of island villages are frequent. 

For 12-year-olds and under. Barn. 


Heart of the Rockies 


Republic release of Sol C. Siegal pro- 
duction. Stars Three Mesquiteers: Robert 
Livingston, Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune. 
Directed by Joseph Kane. Screenplay, Jack 
Natteford and Oliver Drake; original story, 
Bernard McConville; camera, Jack Marta; 
editor, Lester Orlebeck. At Varsity, Lin- 


coln, dual. Running time, 58 mins. 

Stony Brooke............ Robert Livingston 
yo yer errr Te Ray Corrigan 
OR Ws 46.4:06.05040606005 Max Terhune 
LOTHAR. cccccscccccesscececeees Lynn Roberts 
SN 643.004606660000400284 Sammy McKim 
DIAWHOR,. ccccccoeccccegceseese J. P. McGowan 
TENOCH. cccccceccccesccscoces Yakima Canutt 
Charlie... csccccccccccccccess Hal Taliaferro 
Ma DAWOR sc ccvicccccccecs Georgia Simmons 
Dawson Gang...... Herman’s Mountaineers 





With all this talk about the suc- 
cess of Charlie McCarthy, the Bergen 
dummy, on the air and his chances 
in pictures, these Three Mesquiteers 
westerns have had the jump on the 
film entry of the precocious mouth- 
piece by nearly a year, featuring 

ax Terhune, old-time vaudevillian, 
and his dummy chatter. Now, since 
McCarthy is a cinch to make a film 
go, it wouldn’t be surprising if some 
exhibs took cue and Republic pride 
in the ‘first?’ dummy featured player. 
He has figured thus far in every one 
of the Mesquiteer films. 


This one is a tangle inside and out- 
side the law, the trio being accused 
by National Park Rangers of killing 
bears which they believed had been 
raiding their stock. In the meantime, 
cattle rustlers had been doing the 
dirty work in the herds and shifting 
the blame to the griz. Romance is 
the light side, only portion being a 
stepfather’s attempt to marry off his 
daughter, Lynn Roberts, to a man 
much her senior. Boys stop hunting 
bears long enough to see that it’s a 
fliv. 

Republic would be smart, in con- 
nection with the Terhune dummy, to 
write Max some good material, the 
quality of the stuff so far having 
been a deterrent for its rise. 

Two good fights are provided, but 
Bob Livingston, closeupped most of 
the time, was outpointed quite a lit- 
tle. Always manages to get in that 
lucky one, however. For the scenery 
lovers, ‘Heart of the Rockies’ is long 
in that department—some excellent 
background footage. Keeps up to par 
on b. o. possibilities. Barn, 


Wanted for Murder 


London, Sept. 3. 


Drama in three acts by Percy Robinson 


and Terence de Marney, presented by Jack 
de Leon; projuced by Maurice Colbourne; 
at Lyceum, London, 

a ere ere re Ernest Butcher 
BD WOME s 0 5084048860060060 Eileen O'Connor 
Be Reveee Sine 6060606064506 vs Doreen Davis 
Victor Colebrooke...... Terence De Marney 
MCG, CalebTOOR®. iccccocccee Louise Hampton 
UOC: 66 0.006edeheecerse ves e< June Melville 
Janet Smithers........... Winifred Oughton 
Superintendent Condon......./ Austin Trevor 
Giwynneth Thomas...........-- Edna Davies 
Sergeant Sullivan..........-/ Arthur Sinclair 
SORRIO LANGSS 66 ciccccccecccees Aminta Wray 
Station Sergeant.......ce.e-: Beckett Bould 





This one has a strong resemblance 


ing based on a sadistic murderer who 
is being trailed by Scotland Yard. 
In this instance there is no ques- 
tion of the identity of the blood lust 
| individual, almost from the rise of 





| the curtain, and the interest is sus- 


| tained through three acts by the 


to ‘Night Must Fall’ and ‘Satyr,’ be- | 





AAAA Skeptical 








(Continued from page 7) 





disgruntled faction in the Junior 
Sereen Actors’ Guild and, by making 
a play with the producers, force a 
compromise with the SAG and, 
through it, with the Four A’s. 

Besides considering the IATSE 
matter, Friday’s AAAA board session 
will undoubtedly discuss the pro- 
posed new _  interchangeability of 
ecards rule. Also possible the ques- 
tion of revising the Four A’s con- 
stitution may be taken up. Invita- 
tions to the meet have been sent to 
all the members, most of whom plan 
to attend. Frank Gillmore, AAAA 
executive manager, is on his way 
to the Coast and will not be there. 
And. Kenneth Thomson, SAG execu- 
tive secretary, is in Maine and not 
expected in New York until the 
weekend at the earliest. 





Guilds Gang Up on IA 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Move to have independent Guilds 
present a united front against en- 
croachment of IATSE was started 
immediately after announcement by 
William Bioff, George E. Browne's 
right-hand man in the IA, that the 
organization would assume jurisdic- 
tion over all workers in film indus- 
try. Screen Actors Guild, Screen 
Directors Guild and Screen Writers 
Guild issued joint statement, deny- 
ing IATSE was authorized to speak 
for organizations and insisting guilds 
would continue to represent its 
members. 


Statement was signed by Robert 
Montgomery, president of SAG; 
Lewis Milestone, vice-president of 
SDG and acting president in absence 
of King Vidor, and Charles Brackett, 
v.p. of SWG and acting president in 
absence of Dudley Nichols. Latter, 
however, hurried home from vaca- 
tion in East and assumed charge of 
writers organization. 


Society of Motion Picture Art Di- 
rectors, Society of Motion Picture 
Film Editors, Society of Motion Pic- 
ture Set Designers, Society of Mo- 
tion Picture Artists and Illustrators, 
Society of Interior Decorators and 
Screen Publicists Guild joined with 
other independents in fight to retain 
autonomy from IATSE. 

Art Directors issued following 
statement: 


‘The Society of Motion Picture Art 
Directors, containing all the art di- 
rectors in the motion picture in- 
dustry in California, will continue to 
represent the art directors and carry 
on their negotiations, regardless of 
any frivolous claims by outside 
groups hoping to annex them, and 
will fight shoulder to shoulder with 
the other local guilds to maintain 
the freedom of choice granted em- 
ployes under the Wagner act.’ State- 
ment was signed by Steve Gooson, 
president. 


Flacks Lay Down Barrage 


Statement by Screen Publicists 
Guild read: 

‘The Screen Publicists Guild yes- 
terday joinéd with the Screen 
Actors, Screen Writers and Screen 
Directors Guilds in denying various 
statements in the press attributed to 
William Bioff as representative of 
the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employes, claiming full 
jurisdiction over all departments 
and every craft that goes into the 
production of motion pictures. 

‘Neither Mr. Bioff nor anyone else 
has been authorized to represent the 





methods used by Scotland Yard. Sus- 
pense, therefore, consists in working 
out the details. 

Since ‘Night Must Fall’ was not a 
success in New York, any attempt to 
present this one in the American 
metropolis would probably result 
similarly. 

Four principal players are Terence 
de Marney (one of the authors), 
Louise Hampton, Austin Trevor and 
Arthur Sinclair. De Marney has the 
role of the neurotic strangler and 
Louise Hampton runs away with the 
applause in the second and third 
acts with ber forensic pleading for 
her son, admitting him to be mad, 
but begging that he be spared. 

Austin Trevor is the modern police 
inspector devoid of bombast or bully- 
ing methods. His principal assistant 
is Arthur Sinclair, staunch and loyal, 
but loving his whiskey neat. No 
hero, no heroine, but a cast of 39, 


character drawings, and the whole 

thing smartly produced in approved 

melodrama fashion. 

‘Wanted for Murder’ should enjoy 

protracted stay at the Lyceum. 
Jolo. 








a 


Screen Publicists Guild. We intend 

to determine our own policies and 

guide our actions accordingly.’ 
More Anti-IATSE 

Artists and illustrators hopped on 
anti-I[ATSE bandwagon with follow- 
ing announcement: 

‘The Society of Motion Picture 
Artists and Illustrators, embodying 
the majority of illustrators, costume 
designers, matte artists, title artists 
and all other creative graphic artists 


in the motion picture industry, with 
demands already submitted to the 
Producers Association, will unani- 
mously oppose any attempt by the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes to regiment its 
members. The Society will call 
upon all members of the indepen- 
dent guilds to present a united front 
to prevent this threatened coercion.’ 

Society of Motion Picture Film 
Editors called general. meeting of 
650 members to approve action of 
board of directors in nixing affilia- 
tion with IATSE. Later directors 
issued following statement: 

‘The 650 editors and assistants in 
the motion picture industry, pur- 
suant to the right to represent them- 
selves through the Society of Mo- 
tion Picture Film Editors, which 
right has been guaranteed to them 
by the National Labor Relations 
Law, will move to protect and pre- 
serve that right by opposing with 
every means any attempt by the 
IATSE or any other unauthorized 
group to usurp jurisdiction over 
such film editors and assistants. If 
necessary, the fight will be carried 
directly to the NLRB in Washington.” 

Saper Gets Labor Post 

Nathan Saper, financial secretary 
of Studio Transportation Driver 
Union 399, was elected v.p. of the 
State Federation of Labor at annual 
convention at Long Beach. He was 
nominated by Aubrey Blair, business 
manager of Screen Actors Guild, to 
replace Kenneth Thomson, executive 
secretary of SAG, who declined to 
stand for reelection. 

Producers committee has _ tenta- 
tively agreed to demands of IATSE 
for weekly minimum of $115.50 for 
makeup artists and $62.50 for hair 
stylists. Committee composed of 
William Koenig, Joseph C. Gilpin 
and Sid Rogell will report back to 





with nearly a score of well written | 


producers and contract probably will 
be inked in this week. 

John Arnold has resigned as presi- 
dent of American Society of Cine- 
matographers because of his execus- 
tive post as manager of camera de- 
partment at Metro. Victor Milner, 
first v.p., has been elevated to presi- 
dency to fill out unexpired term. 
Election will be held in May. 

Cliff Mace, business representative 
of Studio Carpenters Union 946, had 
been directed by William Hutchin- 
son, president of United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America, to discharge all local com- 
mittees. Hutchinson said agreement 
between studio carpenters and pro- 
ducers was negotiated by Interna- 
tional officers of organization, and 
that in the future affairs of the car- 
penters would be handled by their 
International officers. Local officers 
had already started negotiations with 
producers in an effort to secure 10% 
wage tilt which was omitted last year 
when other studio unions received 
pay increase. 





STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

‘It Couldn’t Happen Again,’ origi- 
nal yarn by Mel Riddle and Alex 
Ruben, has been purchased by Radio, 

Jack Sherrill peddled his original, 
‘I Married Her When, to Mervyn 
LeRoy. 

‘After Dark,’ Ladies Home Journal 
serial by Graeme and Sarah Lori- 
mer, has been bought by Metro. 

William Rankin sold his original 
story, ‘Permit to Kill,’ to B. P. Schul- 
berg. 

‘The Crime of Dr. Hallet,’ by Les- 
ter Cole and Carl Dreher, has been 
acquired by Universal. 

A. H. Z. Carr’s story, ‘Little Devil,’ 
purchased by Republic. 

‘Something of a Hero,’ by Michael 
Shenda, peddled to Metro. 

Republic has acquired Mateel Howe 
Farnham’s new novel, ‘Ex-Love’ as 
Harold Shumate production. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Warners changed the titled of ‘Re- 
turn from Limbo’ to ‘This Woman is 
Dangerous.’ 

‘A Straw Hat in the Summer Time’ 
has been transmuted into ‘Do as 
You Please’ at Paramount. 

Paramount has modified ‘City Hall 
Scandal’ into ‘Night Club Scandal’ as 





release title. 

















VARIETY 














——— eS 


Wednesday, September 22,. 1937 


























T 


er ee 
-- Lt Ae ned RY, 


> 


ts 





Wednesday, September 22, 1937 


PICTURES VARIETY 


21 















it game wok rete 


Piet Tran vir] een 


—— 


(For information of 
the current quarterly period. D 


FILM BOOKING CHART 


COPYRI 
GHT, 1937, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


theatre and film 
exchange bookers, V 
ae | S, VARIETY pr 
of the reviews as given tn ates ar cues | oo Oe a ee 
) ime of prints are snciuded.) " istributing combaniee for 



















































































sere tenes! Nee ctsrmetc mre, epee IN 
















P| 
: | 
4 WEEK 
: OF TIT : 
RELEASE +4 PRODUCER pre 
STRIB. TYPE TALENT rad 
oe é by as ft ; 
8/6/37 sev irren En, STEPS IN yokes: tes TiME KEVIEWED 
. D HORSE! :0 NS : Le 
p THE GOOD EARTH Ed Finney GN Western B. Allen-E. Ste yore Rbk asin rr 
THE OUTER GATE I. Thalberg MGM Western Tex Ritte wart S. G. Bennett t 
BLONDE TROUB I. E.'Chadwic Drama P ¢ r Rav Tav! f 
LE wick Mo ; aul Muni-Luise Rai tay taylor 60 
WINDJAMMER ‘ Par oo Drama Ralph = Bagg ner S. Franklin 14 8/4 
SEA RACKETEERS G. Hirliman RKO Musical L. Overman-E Whit H. MacFadden . 2/10 
BOOTHILL BRIGADE A. Schaefer ' Action George O’Bri » G. Archainbaud : 
You Satna HAVE EVERYTHING A. W.. Hackel a. ——Se Ww. | nde doen AY ng Ewine Scott 67 8/4 
prey MISSING _ Schwab 20th see re J. M. Brown-C. Rochelle H. MacFadden 64 8/25 n 
LLA. DALLAS ). Al. Asher sical Alice Faye- Sam Newtield - ‘ 
S U Melod ye-Ritz Bros. Ameche ; 
SAN QUENTIN S. Gere UA aig baie * Gargan-J. Rogers LP embe « 104 7/28 : 
/ / t K . Carruth o 
8/13/37 LOVE TAKES FLIGHT WB — Melodrama P. O'Brien-H. Bor, King Vidor +. 9/1 
LUCK OF ROARING CAMP Condor GN . Bogart + aces 70 7/28 cr 
wees re MODELS - gp en Mono poy B. Cabot-Beatrice Roberts Nz se es if 
EAWAY. . E. Gensier oor O. Davis, Jr.-J. onrad Nagel ; 
ONE MILE FROM HEAVEN Cliff Reid RKO ae J. Deany-0. aa I. V. Willat " — ie 
HANDY ANDY (Reissue) Sol Wurtzel ane rama F. Stone-M. Lord Raoul Waish 95 ; 
pate CHARLIE, DANCE Sol Wurtzel 20th created C. Trevor-S, Blane Richard Rosson 60 of  : 
ae EVIL’S SADDLE LEGION pd WB Saaae W. Rogers-R. Taylor Allan Dwan 68 ta. ft 
8 90 37 OUTLAWS OF TH E WwB Western Dic Erwin-Jean Muir F. McD. = RI 8/7/34 ' EI 
E ORIENT : ck Foran-Ann Nagel onald 65 ; 
SHADOWS OF THE ORIENT Col Col Outd = ne ti . 
BROADWAY MELODY OF ’38 L. Darmour Mono Dr ane J. Holt-Mae Clark > alee 
SHE’S NO LADY Jack Cummings MGM Marien R. Toomey-E, Ralston E. B. Schoedsack 61 9/8 "a 
HOPALONG RIDES AGAIN B. P. Schulberg Par usical R. Taylor-E, Powell-S. Tuck B. Lynwood be 4 
PUBLIC COWBOY NO. 1 H. Sherman eas oe Dvorak-John Trent er R. Del Ruth 115 
ie) FLIGHT FROM GLORY S. C. Siegel Rep Waskate William Boyd C. Vigor 65 sis 
LOVE UNDER FIRE Robert Sisk RKO phy Gene Autry-S. Burnette L. Selander 65 a/ts 
MR. DODD TAKES THE AIR N. Johnson 20th ne O. Stevens-W. Bourne Brerrwer 60 9/ Bi 
FOOTLOOSE HEIRESS M. LeRoy WB me am L. Young-D. Amech D. Silverstein 66 22 ei 
8 97 37 : WB WR —o K. Baker-J. rman G. Marshall 70 At bs , 
| IT’S ALL YOURS m-Com C. Reynolds-A. Sheridan & = eee 85 1) ei 
KING SOLOMON’S MINES Wm. Perlberg Col Comed Wm. Clemens - i 
TRAILING TROUBLE GB GB Gooeterk M. Carroll-F. Lederer . He 
BAD GUY Condor GN - mdeweang A. Lee-R. Young-Robeson E. Nugent :] 
WHERE THE WEST BEGINS Harry Rapf MGM estern Ken Maynard R. Stevenson 80 / 5 
ATLANTIC FLIGHT R. N. Bradbury Mono Melodrama B. Cabot-J. Chatburn A, enenon fee 3 
ON SUCH A NIGHT William Berke Mono Geen Jack Randall E. Cahn 64 9/1 th 
MAKE A WISH Em. Cohen Sas M aoe D. Merrill-Lambie R. N. Bradbury ie 
THINK FAST, MR. MOTO Sol Lesser RKO > seer he K. Morley-G. Richards William Nigh 59 9/29 oad 
WESTERN GOLD Sol Wurtzel are Re lusical B. Breen-B. Rathbone E. A. Dupont "1 fr \e 
DEAD END Sol Wurtzel 20th a Lorre-V. Field K. Neumann 15 8/25 
MAN WHO CRIED WOLF Sam Goldwyn UA a S. Ballew-H, Angel Norman Foster 66 8/1 
CONFESSION E. M. Asher U M oe ea S. Sidney-J. McCrea & Bretherton 56 . 
9/3/ IT H aes WB tom-Draii L. Stone-B. Reed coh boner 90 8/4 
/3/37 arratee i BOLLYWOOD M. Connoll -Vrama K. Francis-I. Hunter rs — | 
Y dns y Col : 85 
SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT GB GB Come R. Dix-Fay Wray bid 
BIG CITY Schertzinger GN Sr ees pes Jessie Matthews H. Lachman 
GOD’S COUNTRY AND MAN Norman Krasna MGM M usical Cagney-E. Daw Sonnie Hale 90 8/1 
is SOULS AT SEA R. N. Bradbury Mone eiegane Tracy-Rainer Schertzinger 90 be 
LIFE OF THE PARTY Hathaway-Jones Par D: OOF T. Keene-C. Henry F. Borzaze 15 9/15 
SHEIK STEPS OUT E. Kaufman RKO Musics Cooper-Raft 7 Bradbury 
THIN ICE H. Schlom Rep cg G. Raymond-H. Hilliard os oe nee 89 8/11 
PRISONER OF ZENDA R. Griffith 20th Music 4 Novarro-L. Lane . A. Sciter 86 8/25 ° | 
y VARSITY SHOW © D. Selznick UA R usical Henie-Power-Treacher srving. Richel 65 7/28 i 
9/10 37 L. Edelman WB et | R. Colman-M. Carroll S. Lanfield 78 8/25 a 
COUNSEL FOR CRIME usical D. Powell-Waring- J. Cromwell 1 ‘od if 
HERE’S FLASH CASEY W. MacDonald Col tenga W. Keighley 120 oA } 
THE WOMEN MEN MARRY M. & A. Alexander GN Melodrama O. Kruger-J. Wells ——— re 8/11 a 
ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN M. Fessier MGM oe E. Linden-B. Mallor —— q 
ANNAPOLIS SALUTE B. P. Schulberg Par name J. Hutchinson-G. Murph pen Snares is 
3 aOnNeO Robert Sisk RKO — W. Gargan-O. Meywara Earl Taggart 68 9/2 ‘e 
WILD AND WOOLY M. Johnson 20th om-Dr J. Ellison-M. Hunt Erle Kenton (22 4 
TOM SAWYER John Stone 20th Patong Mr. & Mrs, M. Johnson Chris Cabanne 65 ii 
100 MEN AND, A GIRL D. O. Selznick UA paced J. Withers-P. Moore T. Talley 75 / 
WINE, WOMEN AND HORSES J. Pasternak U wate T. Kelly-E. Patterson Al Werker 90 9/8 tes 
PRAIRIE THUNDER WB wR usical Durbin-Stokowski-Menjou H. C. Potter 7/21 
91 Bryan Foy we Com-Dr B. MacLane-A. Sherid H. Koster 85 ; 
7/37 GAME THAT KILLS Western D. Foran-E. C! an Louis King 9/8 
RENFREW OF THE MOUNTED H. L. Decker Col Mel cas B. Eason 
THIRTEENTH GUEST (Reis A. Herman Gn elodrama C. Quigley-R. Ha 
THE FIREFLY sue) M. H. Hoffman Mono ser te J. Newiil-C. Hughe mee D. R. Lederman 55 
MY DEAR MISS ALDRICH cou tee Lenny Operetia 5 ee hee Albert Ray a 
WAY PLEA I MG : . MacDonald-Al rt Ray 65 
VICTORIA THE GREAT a. Shouse yy Faery EM, Oliver-J. Beecher 7 = oe 140 7/28 
VOGUES OF 1938 H. Wilcox RKO a B. Rogers-B. Grable Geo. B. Seite 76 bess 
LADY FIGHTS BACK W. Wanger UA M 108 Neagle-Walbrook Robt. Florey 72 9 
* > Sees THAT CERTAIN WOMAN a U ose W. Baxter-J. Bennett Pana, Prob ye 110 oe 
; . Lor a es : mmings fr 
9 24 37 TMALLABY JIM OF ISLANDS _w ot Drama is. Davis-H. Fonds. Pp hreer she Na vie 
ES WIT 5 . Barsky > . Goulding 
THE BRIDE WORE RED E. Finney pl Rom-Dr G. Huston-R. Cole er a 8/4 
s STARS OVER peer J. Mankiewicz MGM i Tex Ritter _ Chas. Lamont 
ore. aes GOES WEST ~~ eee Mono Western J. Crawteed Sane 7 hecnat 
AUGHTY ar ack Randal : , 
phot eee Omnis Wm. Seiter aan atetoarems G. Michael-L, Crabbe R. - Bradbury 65 
BEHIND THE MIKE W. Wanger UA Mesical J. Gleason-ZaSu Pitts ge ieee 62 9/8 
3 a BACK IN CIRCULATION i U fone K. Babee. Fediooeen Harold Youn ” 9/8 
; ; . Bischo Ww " . Gargan-J. Barret i 
MADAME X 4. 5 GN Wester ; ee 100 7/28 
A BRIDE FOR HENRY J. K. McGuinness MGM oat Rex-Sheik (horses) Arthur ~ 
HIGH, WIDE AND HANDSOME Mrs. W. Reid Mono Cc ap Gladys George-W. William iw Soa 
MUSIC FOR MADAME A. Hornblow Par - a Ann Nagel-W. Hull iin Wood 
BOOTS AND SADDLES Jesse L. Lasky RKO os Irene Dunne-R. Scott R — Nigh 
LIFE BEGINS IN COLLEGE Sol C. Siegel Rep sree N. Martini-J, Fontaine . Mamoulian 110 7/28 
CARNIVAL QZEEN H. Witson 20th pie Gene Autry-J. Allen Fo Blystone 11 9/15 
LIFE OF EMILE ZOLA Robt. Presnell U M osionl Ritz Bros.-P. Brooks ——— Kane : 
— LOVE IS ON THE AIR Henry Blanke WB —_ D. Kent-R. Wilcox N A. Seiter 
108 37 _ Bryan Foy WB Com Paul Muni-G. Sondegaard ag Btwn 
THE AWFUL TRUTH Everett Riski a R. Reagan-June Travis Nick Grinds 123 6/30 
a ATURDAY'S | nae Par — — Comedy I. Dunne-Carey Grant — - 9/15 
oe. ae Robt. Sisk RKO Football. L. Overman-R. Karns eg met 
ROLL ALONG, COWBOY S. G. Engel 20th a Van Heflin-M. Marsh alph Murohy 62 
I MET MY LO’ Sol Lesser 20th rama D. Del Rio-G. Sanders-Lorr w. Killy 
IDOL OF THE C ne W. Wanger UA eng Smith Ballew ” G, Ratoft 
— THEY WON'T he gayi Trem Carr U pent J. Bennett-H. Fonda a cM 
Te Wo! ORGET Mervyn LeRoy WB —— r John Wayne-S. Bromley roe inley 
2» 37 LIFE BEGINS WITH LOVE | ~ M, Connolly rama —_—sC,- Rains-G, Dickson eserera tain ia 
DOUBLE WEDDING Bc peter Col Rom-Com D. " — ——- =a 6/3 
THE COUNTRY BEYOND J. Mankiewicz MGM Rom-Com . gy omer! 3 Parker Ray McCarey ee ee 
ANGEL R. N. Bradbury Mono Wester m. Powell-M.Ley R. Thor 
FIT FOR A KING Ernst Lubitsch Par Rom Dr Tom Keene R.N.B wh : 85 9/22 
TRIGGER TRIO David L. Loew RKO Semady Dietrich-H. Marshall Ernst Lu wtf 
ane Sol Sieel Repub a Joe E. Brown-Helen Mack Edw Per sant 90 9/15 
THAT'S MY STORY R. Griffith 20th Rom-Dr Three Mesquiteers Wm. Witney 73 9/1 
; : Robt. Presnell ; Temople-Hersholt-Treache Big! mains 
FAREWELL AGAIN U Melodrama ; r Allan Dw 
| eteiiblidiicarnins OVER THE GOAL = —y UA Melodrama as eg ee Lantigen Sid Selkow 
10 22 “# wean — wo dace oy WB Rom-Com . “5. HODsen Tim Whelan 
" sea DAME W. MacDonald _ Gels Ryetes ee Noel Smith 
| eucunelk Ya B. H. Hyman MGM Ro Ag ad Fay Wray-Richard Arlen Al SR —_—__— 
entateane TRAIL Par oe W. — Garbo-Charles Boyer Clarenc - a 
CHARLIE CHAN oar TWO Edw. Koufman RKO Ron _ Marsha Hunt-Gilbert Roland Chas B Bi owe 
ST ae TIehn Stone 20th Myste : ge ge he Hy te Marshall Alfred Sontelt 
. cha =i? ys ry > 8S” e 
MERRY-(G.0-ROUND OF °38 W. Wanzer UA Comedy . . Oland-Joan Marsh Eugere Forde 
2 — THE PERFECT SPECIMEN B. G. Desyive U Saumieat .. Howard-Joan Blondell Tae Garnett 68 9/22 
H. J. Br 2 ahr B. H 7 . ‘ 
own WB Com-Rom E. Flynn-J go tert Irv. Cummings 
sinned it. Flynn-Joan Blondell Michael Curtiz 























22 VARIETY Weduesday, September 22, 1937 


a 











¥ 
2 
% 
s 4 





A new HIGH in publicity as over a million lines 
of printed stories and photographs on “HIGH, 
WIDE and HANDSOME” break in nation’s news- 
papers and periodicals. 
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One of the WIDEST 24-sheet showings yet 
achieved as 4,000 boards go up in 110 key cities. 
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Millions of Heralds distributed 


Half-page “High, Wide ahd 22,000 Tide Water Stations from Coast to Coast 
through 22,000 Tide Water Handsome” ads in 50 key city — bbe, s oas oas 


' instructed to. post one-sheets and other material — Tide Water on 20 radio 
stations va newspapers _ supplied by local theatres y . |, stations 


Spot announcements by | | 
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ALLIED AGAIN 
TALKING BUDS. 
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Hollywood, Sept. 21. wood plants, 80 i 
A ae las eens seme ies p S, have already been completed and delivered. A total of 74 


; are now in the cutting r 2 ) or 
_In the face of pA votom ache Ramage: yplaten soya ter pate og rep ‘men g rooms and 42 are now before the cameras. 


eT 








have a flock of pictures in the cutting rooms and vaults awaiting previews | Pp 


or releases. ; ; 
Of the total of 588 pix promised for the 1937-38 season by major Holly- 














ercentage of big pictures in this lot is comparatively small and in most 
of these instances the films are in the process of being cut. 











Practically all the major studios are holding back product, aithough the 





Chicago, Sept. 21. 


| With the prooosed. plan for an 


| Allied picture buying group having 
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—— gone completely cold cue2 to the ex- 
ao ‘. ; : changes’ refusal to sell product to a 
Columbia definite starting date; original screen play by Albert Cohen and Hans/ buying group unless R avis buyers 
Kraley. Cast: Anna Sten. No other assignments as yet. actually own those theatres or con- 
| . ‘LOVE ME AGAIN,’ to be produced and directed by Victor Schertzinger; | siqerable portions of the. the nov 
| original by Schertzinger; screen play by John Francis Larkin. Cast: Anna |”. . etees Aaya > hed 
Now Balance to | Sten. No other assignments as yet. est plan being mulled by Alled 
se] Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in | ‘ROLLING PLAINS,’ produced by Edward Finney; supervised by Linds- leaders ar the building of theatres by 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- | !¢Y Parsons; directed by Ray Taylor; original by Edmond Kelso; photo- | the association. It's also been up be- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion graphed by Gus Peterson. Cast: Tex Ritter, Snub Pollard, Horace Murphy, | fore and never materialized. 
Features .......... 40 3 2 6 29 2 Charles King, Heeber Snow. "| Proposal now getting serious con- i 
Westerns ......... 22 2 e 1 19 ‘FURY’S IN THE SADDLE,’ produced by George Hirliman; original by | sideration wou!d see the erection ot i 
_ sie ee cin Rae as Arthur Hoerl. Cast: Ruth Mix. No other credits. i three or four theatres it Chicago as 
ON ee ee 62 5 2 7 48 2 ‘RENFREW RIDES AGAIN,’ produced and directed by Al Herman;| 3, experiment, with the stock in th 
Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: y sles op dnd Charles Logue from story by Laurie York Erskine. Cast: yw ones Poder — Precip a ne 
; . ; ames Newill. e ne y ° em- 
PARK AVENUE DAME,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald for Irving} ‘LOVE RUNS INTO MONEY,’ produced by Bennie F. Zeidman; screen | bers, and with the theatres to be 
Briskin unit; directed by Al Rogell; original by Robert T. Shannon: s j poke : : aS sa acs ye ws al ¢ 5 + ong 
: ‘ : ; : ; screen | play by Erwin Gelsey and Marjorie Klein from Gelsey’s original. No | operated by a central committee. It 
play by Michael Simmons; photography by Henry Freulich. Cast: Richard | other credits - ‘sg proposed th: “EGE aE 
Arlen, Fay Wray, Mary Russell, Wyn Cahoon, Scott Colton, Raymond Wal-| ‘SIGNALS OVER,’ produced by Ben Pivar: =e is proposed that th> theatres cost be- 
burn, Gene Morgan, Marc Lawrence, George McKay. ? is igi » produced by Ben Pivar: screen play by Richard Eng- | tween $75,000 and $125,000 each, with 
lish from original by Dudley Early. Cast: Stuart Erwin. No other credits. | members bainz offered stock in tl 
‘WOMEN OF THE NIGHT,’ produced by Ralph Cohn; directed by C. C. ailies ‘damaanionn aioe aa \¢ 
Coleman, Jr.; original by Leslie White; screen play by Robert Cohen: holding companies of each theatre. i 
hotographed by George Meehan. Cast: Don Terry, Jacqueline Wells, M tr Zach member, however, would not 
Ralph Byrd, weer —e Arthur Loft, John Gallaudet, Louise Stanley, erro hold more than $1,000 worth of 
Paul Fix, Thurston Hall. shares in each house. ty 
‘THE AWFUL TRUTH,’ produced by Everett Riskin; directed by Leo Now Balance to Allied organization and members : 
McCarey; original story by Arthur Richman; screen play by Dwight Taylor Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in | are interested in this plan for the 
and Mog oe lg ae ag by Joe Walker. Cast: Irene Dunne, Cary of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- | building of independent theatres for 
emt Meg ellamy, Joyce Compton, Wyn Cahoon, Robert Allen, Cecil ila hie igi — ins aa —— tion several reasons. In the first place it 
‘“’7LL TAKE ROMANCE,’ produced by Everett Riskin; directed by | Hal Roach........ 4 0 0 0 “4 1 Weues: Steen. Gawe the. See 
Edward H. Griffith: photographed by Lucien Andriot; no writing credits ‘aie ars mA oe i Ti stand against circuit buying, since 
” centage na tH 1 _“s Grace Moore, Melvyn Douglas, Stuart Erwin, re ‘ 52 4 6 5 37 6 they would necessarily have to sell ie F 
Andre Beranger, Helen Westley, Richard Carle, Walter Kingsford. : : : Se eae ae ee : product to these houses despite their iG 
‘ALL AMERICAN SWEETHEART,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald for denpenipe rn +" the, cutting, rons er awaiting cbse: Raia multiple ownership. Secondly, it ia) 
Irving Briskin unit; directed by Lambert Hillyer; original by Robert E. MADAME X,’ produced by James K. McGuinness; directed by Sam | would give the independents theatres 
Kent; screen play by Fred Niblo, Jr., Grace Neville and Michael L. Sim- | W004; original by Alexander Bisson; screen play by John Meehan; photo-| , ts in t wi d ke at fs 
mons; photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: Scott Colton, Patricia Farr, | 8™4Phed by John Seitz. Cast: Gladys George, Warren William, John Beal, ee ee ee ee F 
Gene Morgan, Ruth Hilliard, Joe Twerp, Allen Brook, Thurston Hall, Louis oe gee Emma Dunn, Lynne Carver, Philip Reid, William Henry, 1 A apmeyeonge < dain er of prone A 
De Pron. uth ussey. e which are on a DUlIGdINg spree aroun 5 
‘THE OLD WYOMING TRAIL,’ formerly titled ‘SMOKING SIX GUNS,’ ‘THE BRIDE WORE RED,’ produced by Joe Mankiewicz; directed by here, grabbing up all the available ta 
roduced by Harry L. Decker for Irving Briskin unit; directed by Folmer Dorothy Arzner; dance direction by Val Raset; original, adapted from ‘The | locations. This week Balaban & Katz ' d 
langsted; original by J. Benton Cheney; screen play by Ed Earl Repp: Girl from Trieste, by Ferenc Molnar; screen play by Tess Slesinger and opened its 45th theatre in Chicago, n 
photographed by Al Zeigler. Cast: Charles Starrett, Barbara Weeks, Don | Bradbury Foote; photographed by George Folsey. Cast: Joan Crawford, | ang with plenty of financial backing \§ 
Grayson, Dick Curtis, Ed Le Saint, Art Mix. , Robert Young, Franchot Tone, Billy Burrud, Lynne Carver, Reginald|;, i, 4 question t tuilé’ “ee rE | ¢ 
‘CARNIVAL LADY,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald for Irving Briskin | OWen, George Zucco, Dickie Moore, Paul Porcasi. al I ai cy | es tea pws na 
unit; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; original by Milton Raison; screen play ‘CONQUEST,’ formerly titled ‘MADAME WALEWSKA,’ produced by | OFe. Andes see Cat. 8 ne saa a | 
by Lambert Hillyer and Arthur T. Horman; photographed by Lucien | Bernard Hyman; directed by Clarence Brown; novel by Gasiorowski; Heppes inte. We. Gullding’ picture ae 
Ballard. Cast: Charles Quigley, Rita Hayworth; Marc Lawrence, Donald | S°reen play by S. N. Behrman, Salka Viertel, Zoe Akins, Sam Hoffenstein themselves, but since few individual ie 
Kirk, Dwight Frye and Arthur Loft. and Talbot Jennings; dance direction by Val Raset; photographed by Karl|members have sufficient financial att 
Columbia Pictures Now in Production Freund. Cast: Greta Garbo, Charles Boyer, Reginald Owen, Henry Steph- | backing to build any important the- . % 
‘I MARRIED AN ARTIST,’ produced by Sydney Buchman: directed by | €™S0n, C. Henry Gordon, Maria Ouspenskaya, Alan Marshall, George Hous-|atres, they see in this mutual- ie 
Marion Gering. Magazine story by B. Avery Strakosh; screen play by | ton, Shepard Strudwick, Ivan Lebedeff, Bodil Rosing, Claude Gillingwater, | theatre-building the solution of this 
Gladys Lehman and Delmer Daves; photographed by Merritt Gerstad. | Noble Johnson, Roland Varno. fi blem. Thirdly, it id } 
Cast: John Boles, Luli Deste, Helen Westley, Frances Drake, Thomas ‘DOUBLE WEDDING,’ produced by Joe Mankiewicz; directed by Richard | #"@¢!ng probiem. fnirdly, it wou ie 
Mitchell, Patricia Farr. ; ; Thorpe; original by Ferenc Molnar: screen play by Jo Swerling; photo- | S€Tve as an important source of in- 4 
‘FRESHMAN FOLLIES,’ produced by Nat Perrin; directed by Al Rogell;| g™aPhed by Hal Rosson. Cast: William Powell, Myrna Loy, John Beal,/come for’ the Allied offices, and 
original by Corey Ford; camera by Joe Walker. Cast: Charles Starrett. oe a Barnett Parker, Jessié-Ralph, Sidney Toler, Mary Gordon, | should that income reach a suffi- 
Joan Perry, Walter Connolly, Jimmy Durante, Gertrude -Niesen, Romo gar Kennedy. ciently high mark it would mean 
Vincent, Chaz Chase, Hal LeRoy, Johnny Green, Raymond Walburn, How- LIVE, LOVE AND LEARN,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by | the reduction, and the possible com- 
ard, Fine and Howard, Virginia Dale, Ernest Truex, Jimmy Wallington, | George Fitzmaurice; original by Helen Grace Carlyle; screen play by | plete elimination, of the dues now 
a Gene Morgan, Louis Prima, Thurston Hall, Jeni Legon. Marion Parsonnet, Charles Brackett and Vincent Lawrence; camera, Ray imposed on the individual Allied 
‘FORGOTTEN WOMEN,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald for Irving June. Cast: Robert Montgomery, Rosalind Russell, Robert Benchley, Helen th py ye 
Briskin unit; directed by Lambert Hillyer; original by Mortimer Braus;| Vinson, Rita Johnson. eatres. As far as ues are con- 
screen play by Saul Elkins; photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cest: Sara Metro Pix Now in Production cerned, it’s generally agreed that 
Padden, Wyn Cahoon, Scott Colton, Mayo Methot, Barbara Weeks, Arthur| «{ANNEQUIN,’ produced by Joseph Mankiewicz; directed by Frank Bor- | ‘¢Y have about reached thew. sap 
Loft, Bess Flowers, zage; original by Katharine Brush; photographed by George Folsey. Cast: | mit. and that if Allied is to secure 
Columbia Pix Readied to Start, with Tentative Credits Joan Crawford n Tr *urtis . illi additional income to spread out into 
, a ’ n awford, Spencer acy, Alan Curtis, Mary Phillips, Leo Gorcey, ; 
‘AMERICAN LEGION,’ produced by Ralph Cohn. No other credits. Elizabeth Risdon, Oscar O'Shea. new avenues and to increase its ac- 
MURDERERS WELCOME,’ produced by Larry Darmour. Cast: Jack| “THE FOUR MARYS,’ produced by Louis D. Lighton; directed by Rich- | tivities a new source of getting the 
Holt. No other credits, ard Thorpe; original by Fanny Heaslip Lea; photographed by Karl Freund. | necessary coin will have to be found. 
Sees Cast: Myrna Loy, Rosalind Russell, Franchot Tone, Walter Pidgeon, Nana; Naturally, these theatres will not 
e Bryant, Leonard Penn, Ruth Hussey, Rita Johnson. , be built in any district competing 
Grand National “THE rected Range amg ae pps Mi rineag, Be havin 4 ren cht 5 with houses now being operated by 
» wig; original by Robe arson an illiam Wellman; photographe y ; “We ee ae 
William Daniéls. Cast: Edward G. Robinson, James Stewart, Rose Strad- | Allied members, and to that end, i's 
Now Balance to ner, Lionel Stamder, Douglas Scott, Louise Beavers, Sidney Blackmer, | likely that any Allied ‘combination 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in| Henry Daniell,Allan Baxter, Donald Barry, Moroni Olsen. house built, if at all, will be at least 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- ‘NAVY BLUE AND GOLD,’ produced by Sam Zimbalist; directed by | one mile distant from a member's 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras __ tion Sam Wood; screen play from novel by George Bruce; pocvogramnes by | theatre. 
a stdavends bo : : - a : John ogg gm a wg! seed, 1 are hag ee Flor- ee 
esterns cecccecce ence Rice, Billie Burke, Tom Brown, Barnett Parker, Paul Kelly. 
— _ _ _ _— —- ‘THOROUGHBREDS DON’T CRY,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed ’ 
Total ..cccccdss 65 8 2 6 49 9 by Alfred E. Green; original by J. Walter Ruben and Eleanor Griffin; OX ETROIT REORC’S 
Pictures now in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: photographed by Len Smith. Cast: Judy Garland, Sophie Tucker, Mickey F ? D ’ 
‘HERE’S FLASH CASEY,’ produced by Max and Arthur Alexander: Roeney, Deer Sinclair, C. Aubrey Smith, Forrester Harvey, Elisha Cook, LEGAL BILL—$346,203 ‘ 
directed by Lynn Shores; original by George Harmon Coxe; screen play, | “Ord n wan c © om - di 
John Krafft; camera, Marcel Pickard. Cast: Eric Linden, Boots Mallor BAD MAN OF BRIMSTONE,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by eee 
4 Joseph Crehan, Cully Richards, Howard Halg, Harry Harvey, Holanae oe see oe —_ — bbe sy. = or eggg Baee Detroit, Sept. 21 
eet te Sea eee Fee. Suzanne Kaaren, Dorothy Vaughn,! Cajjeia, Guy Kibbee, Warren Hymer, Cliff Edwards, Noah Beery, Sr! with claims entered for fees to- 
‘KING OF THE SIERRAS, Condor picture featuring three horses, Rex, | A‘thur Hohl, Robert Gleckler, Olin Howard, Mitchell Lewis, John Qualen. | tajing $346,203, Fe:leral Judge Ernest 
Sheik and Thunder; Frank Gayass, associate producer; directed by Arthur A. O'Brien Saturday (18) appointed 
Rosson; original screen play by Scott Darling; photographed by Tom Gal- M Referee in Bankruptcy George A, 
gi rig we Campeau, Wally Albright, Morgan Brown, Edward onogram Marston as special master for tak- 
eiul, Billy Van Every. : ing stimony at “i tInien 
‘RENFREW OF THE ROYAL MOUNTED,’ produced and directed by Al ne ok tant Canaan Co. pTetine 
Herman; original by Laurie York Erskine; screen play by Charles Logue; ; Now Balance to saan eee Fox se aa * M ey > 
photographed by Francis Corley. Cast: James Newell, Carol Hughes, Wil- Number Nember Now in Be Placed Stories in pan) ly tpg serge oF psa 
iam Royle, Donald Reid, David Barclay, William Austin, Herbert Corthel, of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- Fee of $47,659 is claimed for the 
Robert Terry, Kenneth Harlan, William Gould. Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras __ tion bondholders protective commiii>?; 
‘WALLABY JIM OF THE ISLANDS,’ produced by Bud Barsky; directed | Features ........ - 26 il 1 1 13 7 $40,000 by David Muss, Albert Me- 
by Charles Lamont; screen play by Bennett R. Cohen; from original by | Westerns ........ 16 3 0 6 15 0 Carthy, Jr., and David Flaver, New 
Albert Richard Wetjen. Cast: George Houston, Ruth Coleman, William ra ery I ok ees ue York attorneys r»recenting the 
von Brincken, Douglas Walton, Mamo Clark, Colin Campbell, Syd Saylor, Total .........+ _ 14 1 1 26 7 bondholders. and $25.099 by Fresd- 
Juan Toreno, Nick Thompson, Warner Richmond, Ed Gargan, William| Picture in the cutting room: _|man, Meyers & Keys, Detroit attor- 
nge, Chris Martin. ‘A BRIDE FOR HENRY,’ produced by Dorothy Reid; directed by Wil- mor ’ ti 
‘HE WANTED TO MARRY,’ produced by David Diamond; directed by} liam Nigh; original by Josephine Bentham; screen play by Marion Orth; Tod ae epee 
Raymond Cannon; original by Percy Rowland; screen play by Clarence/ photographed by Gilbert Warrenton. Cast: Warren Hull, Ann Nagel, Henry udge O’Brien recently okayed a 
Marks; photographed by Richard Fryer. Cast: Wallace Ford, Ray Mayer, | Mollison. plan for the Fox theatre's reorgan'- 
Isabel Jewell, Mary Lou Treen, Cully Richards, Max Hoffman, Jr., George Monogram Pic Now in Production zation under 77B, with Skourss 
Humbert, Alexander Leftwich, Kenneth Harlan, Rex Lease. ‘WHERE TRAILS DIVIDE,’ produced and directed by R. N. Bradbury; | Bros. new less2e of the house. When 
TEX RIDES WITH THE BOY SCOUTS,’ produced by Edward Finney;| original screen_play_by Robert Emmett; photographed by Bert Longe- the plan was okaved, it was ex- 
Supervised by Lindsay Parsons; directed by Ray Taylor; original by Edward | necker. Cast: Tom Keene, Eleanor Stewart, Warner Richmond, Charles pected Skouras would tale over the 
y elso; camera, Gus Peterson.’ Cast: Tex Ritter, Snub Pollard, Horace | French, Earl Dwire, : ; Fox by Sept. 15, but unexpected d>- 
‘ og APrripal Snow, Charles King, Forrest Taylor, Marjorie Reynolds, Readied to Start, with Tentative Credits : lays in workin? out the final d221''s 
_ GN Pix Now in Production Ronse rea | oe ie pe me Ba ee original screen | of oe reorganization plan will lite'y 
, tcoaans ual ay by Sco arling. No o assi its as yet. 2 -de witch<oy naan 
Pe BOGGS BUYS A BARREL,’ produced by Ben Pivar; directed by P ‘PORT OF MISSING GIRLS’ produced by Lon Young; original screen | ¢ ftps. switch-over till around 
ordon Wiles; original by Clarence Budington Kelland; screen play by . th t rst of year. 
ichard English; photographed by John Stumar.. Cast: Stuart Erwin, | Play by Paul Perez; no other assignments. ook 
Helen Chandler, Toby Wing, Walter Buron, Spencer Charters, Milburn| | ‘FEDERAL BULLETS, produced by Lon Young; original screen play by 
Stone, Willi ‘ 4 . . ‘ Karl] Brown; who will also direct; no other assignments as yet. . 2 a 
potedabg) illiam Moore. ’ 4 2 ‘ F HE LIMBERLOST,’ roduced by Ken Goldsmith; DANCERS 10 PERCENTERY 
FRONTIER TOWN,’ produced by Edward Finney; supervised by Linds-| ‘ROMANCE OF T * produced by 
ey Parsons; directed - by Ray Taylor; original screen play by Edmond — play by ng based on story by Gene Siratton-Porter. No Holly wood, Sept. 21. 
: , “ ’ ; : Seemann " er assignments as “ : : oti : 
ace niyo notographed by Gus Peterson. Cast: Tex Ritter, Ann Evers, Hor-| ONT e MARINES ARE HERE,’ produced by Ken Goldsmith; original Film Dancers Casting Guild of 
‘phy, Snub Pollard, Charles King. screen play by Charles Logue. No other assignments as yet. America has been organized here by 
‘ : GN Pix Readied to Start, with Tentative Credits - N.’ be produced and directed by Arthur Collins. | Jerry Mack, dance creator and di- 
RETURN OF THE ’ produced by M d Arthur Alexander; NUMBERED WOMAN, to be p 3 1 
Original scree ] ym sa et att, C ?. Rod  F Ri ue. No other Original screen play by Scott Darling and Erna Lazarus. No other assign- | rector, for the purpose of providing 
8Ssignments a a” by John Krafft. Cast: —_—, ments as Seamere, cut to stext Sevt, 8 aii tab lath tha dancers for studius, theatres and 
‘WALL , ’ . ‘BOY OF T WES, Set to star pt, 5; produced by sco uniap; | niteries. 
Screen ~ ny ey Ry Seer eet tert eee directed by William Nigh; original by Rowland Brown; screen play by Guild will work with the Screen 
~ Wetien. Cast: George Houston; no other assignments. Gilson Brown, Cast: Jackie Cooper, Maureen O'Connor. Actors Guild and will charge 10% 
‘WITH PLEASURE, MADAME,’ to be produced by Eugen Frenke; ne (Continued on page 25) commission for placements, 














24 





VARIETY 





Made-to-Order vw. 


ERROLG 


In the Box-Office Meas 
A different brand of & 


story bigness for 


Look who else is here! 
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Paramount 








Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 


of Pix €om-  Shoot- Cutting Bef 
Promised pleted in & Before Prepara- 
Meibs.ss xcs ae 1 7 a 
Harry Sherman,., 6 1 0 > : 3 
Emanuel Cohen.,, 8 0 1 1 : 1 
B. P. Schulberg... 8 1 0 1 ; : 
Cela kes sschis 58 13 - oa rs * 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews 


‘EBB-TIDE,’ produced by Lucien Hubbard: direct 

. . ’ scted by g . gan: 
screen play by Bertram Millhauser, based on story by Fd prone qaneen: 
son and Lloyd Osbourne; photographed by Leo Tover Cast: rete 
Homolka, Frances Farmer, Ray Milland, Lloyd Nolan, Barry Fitzgerald. 


‘T’.£ TEXAS TRAIL,’ produced by Harry Sherman: supervise rR: 
Ra‘enscroft; directed by Dave Sellman; wlsnal te Ce 2 
¢ .npiay by Jack O’Donnell; additional dialog by Harrison Jacobs Cast: 
Witiam Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden, Judith Allen, iPro 

‘THE BARRIER,’ produced by Harry Sherman: directed by Les Se 
original by Rex Beach; screen play by Bernard Schubert; sidiieeae 
by Harrison Jacobs and Mordaunt Shairp; songs, Harry Tobias 

tern; camera, George Barnes. Cast: Leo Carrillo, Jean Parker Jimm 

llison, Otto Kruger, J. M. Kerrigan, Andy Clyde, Robert Barrat, S ily 
Martin. Sara Haden, Addison Richards, a 

‘L IN TOAST,’ produced by Emanuel Cohen; directed b 
Dupont; original screen play by Jane Storm, Richard Connell aa Doris 
Malloy; photographed by Charles Schoebaum. Cast: Stella Ardler. John 
ce Grant Richards, Katharine ‘Sugar’ Kane, Isabel Jewell’ Luis 

erni. . 

‘BLOSSOMS ON BROADWAY,’ produced by B. P. Schulbe 

y Richard Wallace; original by George Auerbach; camera, Leon Shamroy 

ast: Edward Arnold, Shirley Ross, John Trent, William Frawley, Weber 
and Fields, the Radio Rogues, Ruth Davis, Kitty Kelly. oie 

THRILL OF A LIFETIME,’ produced by Miss Fanchon: directed by 
Goonee. harap wag no | eras Sn sg announced. Cast: Yacht Club Boys 

u anova, Ben Biue, Be rable, Joh Downs “anor i 
Leif Erikson, Larry Crabbe. . en eee es 

‘NIGHT CLU% SCANDAL,’ general office production, directed b 
Murphy; no writing credits announced. Cast: John ‘Barrymore. Ne a 
Overman, Charles Bickford, Louise Campbell, Harvey Stephens, J. Carrol 
Naish, Evelyn Brent, Elizabeth Patterson, Barlowe Borland. 

BORN TO THE WEST,’ general office production, directed by Charles 
package — og oe <a ots Cast: John Wayne, Marsha Hunt 

ohn Mack Brown, Sy aylor, Monte Blue, John Patters i :, 
pee Lucien Littlefield. PS ere, Een Saat, 

' "EM, NAVY,’ general office production; directed by Kurt Neu- 
mann; photographed by Henry Sharp; no writer credits. Cast: Lew Ayres, 
Mary Carlisle, Benny Baker, John Howard, Richard Denning, Elizabeth 

atterson. 

‘BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S REVENGE,’ general office production: di- 
rected by, Louis King; screen play by Edward T. Lowe, based on original 
yy he anges yoo ge yo by Harry Fischbeck. Cast: John 

arrymore, Louise Campbell, John Howard, E. E. Clive, ing 
Lucien Littlefield, Nydia Westman. Fr en ee 


Paramount Pix Now in Production 


‘WELLS FARGO,’ produced and directed by Frank Lloyd; Howard Esta- 
brook, associate producer; original by Stuart N. Lake: screen play by Paul 
Schofield, Gerald Geraghty and Fred Jackson; camera, Theodore Sparkuhl. 
Cast: Joel McCrea, Frances Dee, Bob Burns, Lloyd Nolan, Mary Nash, 
a , nee: Porter Hall, Robert Cummings, Jane Dewey, Barlowe 

orianda, 

‘THE BUCCANEER,’ produced and directed by C. B. De Mille: photo- 
omer by Victor Milner; other credits not yet cmneumaed Cast: Fredric 

arch, Franciska Gaal, Akim Tamiroff, Ian Keith, Walter Brennan, Doug- 
las Dumbrille, Robert Barrat, Fred Kohler, Sr., Beulah Bondi, Margot 

rahame, Spring Byington. 

‘TRUE CONFESSION,’ produced by Albert Lewin; directed by Wesley 
Ruggles; photographed by Ted Tetzlaff; no writing credits, Cast: Carole 
Lombard, Fred MacMurray, Porter Hall, John Barrymore, Edgar Kennedy, 
Richard Carle, Una Merkel, Fritz Feld. 

‘EVERY DAY’S A HOLIDAY,’ Major Pictures production; produce by 
Emanuel Cohen; directed by Edward Sutherland; no writing credits, GR, 
Mae West, Edmund Lowe, Charlie Butterworth, Walter Catlett. 

BIG BROADCAST OF 1938,’ produced by Harlan Thompson: di ecte. 

if 


are: 


ander; 
al dialog 
and Jack 


rg; directed 


by Mitchell Leisen; no other credits yet announced. Cast: W, ¢ 
Martha Raye, Dorothy Lamour, Ben Blue, Bob Hope, Shirley Ross, Le 
Erikson, Kirsten Flagstad, Tito Guizar, Shep Fields. 

: Readied for Production, with Tentative Credits 
DAUGHTER OF SHANGHAI,’ general office production; digeoted | 
George Archainbaud; no other credits yet announced, Cast: Anna By 

Wong, Cecil Cunningham. 
‘BLUEBIRD’S EIGHTH WIFE,’ to be produced and directed by Ernst 
Lubitsch. No other eredits yet announced, CaSt: Claudette Colbert. 
‘THE YELLOW NIGHTINGALE,’ to be produced by Harlan ompson} 
Ho other credits yet announced. Cast: Gladys Swarthout, John Boley 


ohn Barrymore, 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in laced Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Studio .....s0000. 43 6 4 5 28 17 
Condor tee eeeseore 6 0 0 0 6 2 
Sol Lesser........ 3 1 0 0 2 1 
David Loew....,. 2 1 0 1 ’ 0 
Walt Disney...... 1 0 1 0 ; 6 
OS SS a 8 5 6 rt 3 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘DON’T FORGET TO REMEMBER,’ produced by A] Lewis: directed by 
Joseph Santley; original by David Garth; photographed by Milton Krasner, 
Cast: Burgess Meredith, Ann Sothern, Onslow Steven ary Boland, 

_. Henry, William Brisbane, George Irving, Leona Roberts, Frances 

ord. 

‘FIGHT FOR YOUR LADY,’ produced by Al Lewis; directed by Ben 
toloff; original by Jean Negulesco and Isabel Leighton; screen play by 
ertrude Purcell, Ernest Pagano and Harry Segall; photographed by Jack 

MacKenzie. Cast: John Boles, Jack Oakie, Ida Lupino, Margot Grahame, 
Erik Rhodes, Paul Guilfoyle, Gordon James, Billy Gilbert, Georges 
Renavent. 

‘BREAKFAST FOR TWO,’ produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by 
Al Santell: original by David Garth; screen play by Charles Kaufman; 
photographed by Roy Hunt. Cast: Barbara Stanwyck, Herbert Marshall, 

lenda Farrell, Eric Blore, Donald Meek. 

FIT FOR A KING,’ David L. Loew production; directed by Edward 
edgwick; screen play by Richard Flournoy; photographed by Paul Vogel. 
ast: Joe E, Brown, Helen Mack, Paul Kelly, Harry Davenport, Halliwell 

Hobbes, Russell Hicks, Frank Reicher. 

SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS,’ feature length cartoon 
now being readied by Walt Disney studios for December release. 

L LOVE IN A BASEMENT,’ produced by Maury Cohen; directed by Lew 
anders; original by John Wells; screen play by Franklin Coen; photo- 

Gephed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: James Dunn, Whitney Bourne, Joan 
oodbury, Solly Ward, Franklin Pangborn, Tom Kennedy. ; 

f HIGH FLYERS,’ produced by Lee Marcus; directed by Eddie Cline; 
rom play, ‘The Kangaroos,’ by Victor Mapes; screen play by Benny Rubin 

ers Bert Granet; photographed by Jack MacKenzie. Cast: Bert Wheeler, 

Peet Woolsey, Lupe Velez, Marjorie Ford, Jack Carson, Charles Judels, 
rank M. Thomas, George Irving, Margaret Dumont, Herbert Clifton. 


RKO-Radio Pictures Now in Production 


by. DAMSEL IN DISTRESS,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman; dirgeted 
¥Y George Stevens; original by P. G. Wodehouse; screen play by P. G. 





Wodehouse, Ernest Pagano and S. K. Laurel; photographed by Joe August. 
Cast: Fred Astaire, Joan Fontaine, Gracie Allen and George Burns, Ray 
Noble, Reginald Gardiner, Constance Collier, Montagu Love, Harry Watson, 
Jack Carson. 


‘HITTING A NEW HIGH,’ formerly titled ‘IT NEVER HAPPENED BE- 
FORE,’ produced by Jesse L. Lasky; directed by Raoul Walsh; original by 
Robert Harari and Maxwell Shane; screen play by Gertrude Purcell and 
John Twist; photographed by Roy Hunt. Cast: Lily Pons, John Howard, 
rcp Oakie, Eric Blore, Edward Everett Horton, Billy Gilbert, Eduardo 

iannelli. 

‘WOMEN HAVE A WAY,’ formerly titled ‘THE FEMALE OF THE 
SPECIES,’ produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by Leigh Jason; orig- 
inal by Allan Scott and Charles Norman; screen play by Scott; photo- 
graphed by Peverell Marlay. Cast: Miriam Hopkins, Ray Milland, Walter 
Abel, Henry Stephenson, Alec Craig, Guinn Williams. 

‘HIGHWAY TO HELL,’ produced by Maury Cohen; directed by Lew 
Landers; original by Helen Vreeland and Hilda Vincent; screen play by 
Sy Bartlett and J. Robert Bren; photographed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: 
John Beal, Sally Eilers, Harry Carey, Frank M. Thomas, Lee Patrick, Ed 
Gargan, Paul Guilfoyle. 

RKO-Radio Pix Readied for Production, with Tentative Credits 

‘BRINGING UP BABY,’ produced by Cliff Reid; directed by Howard 
Hawks; story by Hagar Wilde. Cast: Katharine Hepburn, Cary Grant. 

‘SHE’S GOT THAT SWING,’ produced by Albert Lewis; directed by 
Joseph Santley; original by Joseph Hoffman and Monroe Shaff. Cast: 
Gene Raymond, Ann Sothern, Victor Moore, Helen Broderick 

‘HAVING WONDERFUL TIME,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman; directed 
by Al Santell; play by Arthur Kober; screen play by Kober. Cast: Ginger 
Rogers, Red Skelton, Lucille Ball, Ann Miller, Lana Tutner. ' 

‘THE JOY OF LOVING,’ produced by Felix Young; directed by Tay Gar- 
nett; screen play by Herbert and Dorothy Fields; music by Jerome Kern; 
lyrics by Dorothy Fields. Cast: Irene Dunne. 


Now Balance to 
in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
| eee eer aro 52 3 4 3 42 5 

Pictures now in the cutting rooms awaiting preview are: 

‘TROUBLE FOR TWO,’ produced and directed by Phil Rosen. No other 
credits announced; photographed by Ed Snyder. Cast: Marian Marsh, 
Gordon Oliver, Margaret Dumont, Peggy Shannon, Joe Caits, Milburn 
Stone, Theodore Von Eltz, Wade Boteler, Sarah Padden. 

‘PORTIA ON TRIAL,’ produced by Al Levoy; directed by George 
Nicholls, Jr.; original story by Faith Baldwin; screen play by Sam Ornitz 
and E. E. Paramore, Jr.; photographed by Harry Wild. Cast: Walter Abel, 
Frieda Inescort, Neil Hamilton, Ruth Donnolly, Heather Angel. 

‘TRIGGER TRIO,’ produced by Sol Siegel; directed by Williag: Witney; 
photographed by Ernest Miller; no other credits announced. Cast: Ralph 
Byrd, Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune, Sandra Corday, Cornelius Keith, Hal 
Taliaferro. ss 


wimber Number Now 


Republic Pictures Now in Production 

‘MANHATTAN MERRY-GO-ROUND,’ produced by Harry Sauber; 
directed by Chuck Reisner; original screen play by Harry Sauber; photo- 
graphed by Jack Marta. Cast: Phil Regan, Leo Carrillo, Ann Dvorak, James 
Gleason, Tamara Geva, Kay Thompson, Ted Lewis, Cab Calloway, Joe 
DiMaggio, Henry Armetta, Dorothy Paige, Selmer Jackson, Gene Autry. 

‘THE DUKE COMES BACK,’ produced by Herman Schlom; directed by 
Irving Pichel; Satevepost story by Lucien Carey; screen play by Adele 
Buffington. Cast: Allan Lane, Heather Angel, Genevieve Tobin, Joseph 
Crehan, John Russell, Chick Chandler, Selmer Jackson. 

‘SPRINGTIME IN THE ROCKIES,’ produced by Sol Siegel; directed by 
Joe Kane; original by Gilbert Wright; screen play by Jack Natteford and 
Betty Burbridge. Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnett, Polly Rowles. 

‘ZORRO RIDES AGAIN’ (serial), produced by Sol Siegel; directed by 
William Witney and Jack English; original screen play by Johnson Mc- 
Cauley. Cast: Duncan Renaldo, John Carroll, Elsa Christian, Richard 
Alexander, Roger William, Reed Howes. 


20th Century-Fox 


Now Balance to 
in Be Placed Stories in 








Number Number Now 


of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Studio .....ccccce 52 6 3 8 35 8 
Sol Lesser.....+.-+ 6 1 0 0 5 5 
WOOO. ocasccocee 58 7 3 8 40 13 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘LOOK OUT, MR. MOTO,’ Sol M. Wurtzel, executive producer; directed 
by Norman Foster; original screen play by Lou Breslow and John Patrick; 
photographed by Virgil Miller. Cast: Peter Lorre, Rochelle Hudson, Chick 
Chandler, George Regas, Robert Kent, J. Edward Bromberg. 

‘HEIDI,’ Raymond Griffith, associate producer; directed by Allan Dwan; 
screen play by Walter Ferris and Julien Josephson; photographed by 
Arthur Millers Cast: Shirley Temple, Jean Hersholt, Arthur Treacher, 
Helen Westley, Pauline Moore, Thomas Beck, Mary Nash, Sidney Black- 
mer, Mady Christians, Marcia Mae Jones, Delmar Watson. 

‘LANCER spy, Samuel G. Engel, associate producer; directed by 
Gregory Ratoff; novel by Marthe McKenna; screen play by Philip Dunne; 
yhotographed by Albert Hogsett. Cast: Dolores del Rio, George Sanders, 
Deter Lorre, Virginia Field, Sig Rumann, Joseph Schildkraut, Maurice 
Moscovich, Lionel Atwill, Luther Adler, Fritz Feld, Holmes Herbert, Lester 
Matthews, Carlos De Valdez, Gregory Gaye, Joan Carol, Claude King. | 

‘DANGER—LOVE AT WORK,’ Harold Wilson, associate producer; di- 
rected by Otto L. Preminger; screen play by James Edward Grant and 
Ben Markson, based on story by Grant; photogra hed by Virgil Miller. 
Cast: Ann Sothern, Jack Haley, Mary Boland, Edward Everett Horton, 
John Carradine, Walter Catlett, Bennie Bartlett, Maurice Cass, Etienne 
Girardot, E. E. Clive, Margaret McWade, Margaret Seddon. ; 

‘IN OLD CHICAGO,’ Kenneth Macgowan, associate producer; directed by 
Henry King; screen play by Lamar Trotti and Sonya Levien, based on 
story by Niven Busch; photographed by_Peverell Marley. Cast: Tyrone 

ower, Alice Faye, Don Ameche, Alice Brady, Andy Devine, Brian Don- 
levy, Tom Brown, Phyllis Brooks, Berton Churchill, June Storey, Paul 
Hurst, Tyier Brooke, J. Anthony Hughes, Gene Reynolds. _ 

‘LIFE BEGINS IN COLLEGE,’ Harold Wilson, associate producer; 
directed by William A. Seiter; screen play by Karl Tunberg and Don 
Ettlinger, based on stories by Darrell Ware; photographed by Robert 
Planck. Cast: Ritz Bros., Gloria Stuart, Fred Stone, Dick Baldwin, Nat 
Pendleton, Joan David, Tony Martin, Joan Marsh, Dixie Dunbar, Jed 
Prouty, Maurice Cass, Elisha Cook, Jr., Brewster Twins, Marjorie Weaver, 
J. C. Nugent. : 

‘ALI BABA GOES TO TOWN,’ Laurence Schwab, associate producer; 
directed by David Butler; screen play by Harry Tugend and Jack Yellen, 
based on story by Gene Towne, Graham_ Baker and Gene Fowler; photo- 

raphed by Ernest Palmer. Cast: Eddie Cantor, June Lang, Roland Young, 
Tones Hovick (Gypsy Rose Lee), Tony Martin, John Carradine, Alan 
Dinehart, Douglas Dumbrille, Virginia Field, Maurice Cass, George Regas, 
Douglas Wood, Sidney Fields, Warren Hymer, Stanley Fields. 

‘45 FATHERS,’ John Stone, associate producer; directed by James Tin- 
ling; screen play by Frances Hyland and Albert Ray, based on_story by 
Mary Sickel and Ethel Spark; photographed by Albert Hogsett. Cast: Jane 
Withers, Shirley Deane, Thomas Beck, Louise Henry, Richard Carle, Joe 
and Flo McCoy. ; 

20th-Fox Pictures Now in Production 


‘BORROWED TROUBLE,’ produced by Max Golden; directed by Frank 
Strayer; original screen play by Robert Chapin and Karen De Wolf; photo- 
graphed by Edward Snyder. Cast: Jed Prouty, Spring Byington, Shirley 
Deane, Russell Gleason, June Carlson, Billy Mahan. George Ernest, Douglas 
FOSECOND HONEYMOON,’ produced by Raymond Griffith; directed by 
Walter Lang; no writing credits; photographed by Ernest Palmer. Cast: 
Tyrone Power, Loretta Young, Stuart Erwin, Claire Trevor, Lyle Talbot, 
J. Edward Bromberg, Jayne Regan. 

‘LOVE AND HISSES,’ produced by Kenneth Macgowan; directed by Sid- 
ney Lanfield; original screen play by Arthur Arthur and Curtis Kenyon, of. 
Cast: Walter Winchell, Ben Bernie. Simone Simon, Joan Davis. ™'~* ?9ld- 
win, Wally Vernon, Bert Lahr. 

(Continued on page 28) 





UA Buy Set 








(Continued from page 3) 





provide the LeRoy capital necessary 
to include his son-in-law in the 
Golwyn-Korda-UA setup, and that 
such a proposition has no connection 
with the Warner Bros. company 
whatsoever. LeRoy presently is pro- 
ducing independently on the Warner 
lot, releasing through WB. 


One of the youngest producers in 
the trade, he is considered among 
the top ranking in the business. He 
has been sought at various times as 
an associate by most of the major 
companies, 

It is naturally assumed that an 
alliance with LeRoy would bring 
about a closer relationship between 
U.A. and the Warner company, such 
as to préve of tremendous benefit to 
both. 


Dave Rose Sails 

With the necessary cash declared 
to be set, the Sam Goldwyn-Alexan- 
der Korda purchase of interests in 
United Artists held by Charles Chap- 
lin, Douglas Fairbanks and Mary 
Pickford is near to closing. The de- 
tails that remain in connection with 
the deal should not require more 
than two weeks, it is estimated. 
Within about that time Goldwyn and 
Korda will be the sole owners of UA, 
according to the present outlook. 


David Rose, Goldwyn’s money 
man at New York headquarters, is 
sailing today (Wed.) for London to 
handle the financial end of the trans- 
action in behalf of Goldwyn and 
Korda. He leaves prepared to make 
the necessary arrangements in con- 
nection with exercise of the options 
taken by Korda and Goldwyn sev- 
eral months ago on oustanding owner 
interests in UA. Sources close to 
Goldwyn here say the money is 
ready, 

In order to swing the deal, close to 
$6,000,000 is required for payment to 
Chaplin, Fairbanks and Miss Pick- 
ford under six-month options which 
expire Dec. 1. The options were ob- 
tained on the six months’ basis with- 
out any initial payment. If the 
money is available for financing of 
the joint Goldwyn-Korda buy at this 
time, as claimed, presumption is thaf 
all or most of the $6,000,000 has been 
promoted on the other side by 
Korda, 

If no hitches occur, Goldwyn and 
Korda become joint owners of the 
entire UA organization, a distribut- 
ing company which has contracts 
with various producers which share 
in a minor portion of the rentals 
obtained by UA. Producers, without 
any interest in UA, include Selznick- 
International and Walter Wanger. 
While not known that this phase of 
the situation has been worked out, it 
is presumed that Korda and Gold- 
wyn will own UA equally under the 
proposed deal. Goldwyn previously 
has been the biggest single owner- 
member since buying out Joseph M, 
Schenck’s interest three years ago, 
At one time there were eight owner- 
members, these having included 
Schenck, Goldwyn, Chaplin, Fair- 
banks, Miss Pickford, Norma Tal- 
madge, D. W. Griffith and Caddo 
(Howard Hughes). Korda came in 
as an owner two years ago. 


Selznick’s Future? 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 


David Rose, v. p. of Goldwyn Pic- 
tures, planed east Sept. 18 to sail 
for London on the 22d where he will 
confer with Alexander Korda on the 
United Artists’ buy. The $6,000,000 
deal is reported ready for inking 
after Rose irons out remaining kinks 
while abroad. The Korda-Goldwyn 
option on Pickford, Chaplin and 
Fairbanks stock in UA expires Dec. 1. 

Hollywood is speculating on David 
Selznick’s future plans in the event 
of a UA buy by Goldwyn and Korda. 
Selznick deal for UA release, signed 
two years ago, was for 8 pictures 
with five already delivered. The 
other three are ‘Tom Sawyer,’ near- 
ing completion: ‘Earl of Chicago,’ 
and ‘Merry, Merry Maidens.’ Selze 
nick also has two other big ones 
coming up, ‘Gone with the Wind’ and 
‘Freedom of the Press.’ 

He has given no intimation of 
which move he will make if the 
Korda-Goldwyn deal materializes, 
and has signed no new releasing 
agreement with UA which gives rise 
to the reports that he may produce 
for Metro, due to close family and 
business relationships. He has also 
taken a long lease on the old Pathe 
studio, indicating that he intends to 
stick to producing on his own rather 
than joining any major production 
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[ EXPLOITATION 


Weil’s Newest 


Joe Weil, of Universal, pulled 
something else again for Deanna 
Durbin in ‘100 Men and a Girl.’ 
Numerous times department stores 
have worked in with a picture be- 
cause of some commodity hook-up, 
but always with the store getting its 
share. In the N. Y. Evening Sun 


for Thursday Stern Bros., one of the | 


largest department stores, took a 
full page, less one column, to tell 
the reader that the Durbin picture 
would open at the Roxy and was 
well worth seeing. 

Store explicitly disclaimed any 
other interest than in an unusual 
picture, but the inside will be found 
in the fact that the store handles 
the Deanna Durbin gowns, though 
it did not mention this fact. First 
time that any store has taken 100% 
space to plug a pix. That’s going 
some, but it’s about Joe’s pace. 


‘Zola’ Press Book 

Warners has issued the regular 
press book for the general release 
of ‘The Life of Emile Zola’ Oct. 2. 
Apart from its unwieldy size (which 
is necessary here to give proper 
value to some of the display), it 
might well serve for a model. It 
was prepared by Lee Blumberg, in 
charge of press books. 





There is ample sales copy, a 
wealth of scene and character il- 
lustrations, a full suite of ready- 
made ads, including the splendid 


series used for the New York open- 
ings, a novelization, advance and 
current press stories and three large 
pages of exploitation suggestions all 
directly applicable to this release 
and not merely cribbed from back 
issues and put in to make bulk. 
There have been more voluminous 
press books, but none more helpful. 





No Bull on B’way 


The ‘This is no bull’ gag hit Broad- 
way last week for ‘Topper’ at Loew’s 
State. Because of the traffic jam a 
real cow was dispensed with and a 
suit from a masquerade costumer’s 
hired. A rubber glove, inflated, was 
added to stress the fact that the bo- 
vine was a lady. Paraded around 
Broadway by a man in tail coat and 
shorts. 

For the subsequent runs Loew's is 
using a girl in a bathing suit, cov- 
ered wth a transparent rain coat. 
She is handing out cards printed 
with ‘Keep smiling. Preserve your 
ectoplasm. Mr. Topper, Loew’s.’ 
Cards are printed in bulk. with the 
cards rubber stamped for the par- 
ticular house in the section in which 
the girl parades. 


An Oldster, but Good 
Providence. 

In a town where ballyhoo is usual- 
ly stalemated by conservatism and 
stringent laws, any stunt, perhaps 
routine stuff in other spots, sticks out 
like a sore thumb here. Faced with 
a tough problem on selling ‘Lost Hor- 
izon,, Howard Burkhardt, Loew’s 
manager, and Ed Rosenbaum of Co- 
lumbia Pictures, collaborated on sev- 
eral exploitation stunts. 

Two were particularly good. Col. 

harles Chamberlain, trans-Atlantic 
ier, in town for air show at State 
airport, was induced by Burkhardt to 
make a personal appearance at 
Loew’s on Saturday night. ‘Lost 
Horizon’ lends itself to such a stunt 
inasmuch as airships figure promi- 
nently in its story. 

The other bally stunt, which at- 
tracted considerable attention, was a 
card placed in downtown stores with 
the description: ‘This store is closed 
we're viewing ‘Lost Horizon’ at 
Loew's State theatre.’ More than 
200 of these cards were spotted in 
yarious establishments which were 
actually closed for the holiday. Old 
stuff, but still effective. 


First Football Schedule 
Rochester. 

Manager Jay Golden, RKO Palace, 
is getting daily radio plugs for ‘Var- 
sity Show’ well in advance by co- 
Operating with WHEC in ‘printing 
football schedules of all important 
feams in area, including University 
of Rochester, Rochester pros, Aqui- 
nas Institute, Hobart, Syracuse, Cor- 

nell and University of Buffalo. 
Lowell MacMillan, WHEC sports 
announcer, gives the schedules a 
uildup as giveaway available by 
Writing or calling at the studio, and 
mentions Palace film, which also is 
promoted ‘on the printed schedules. 
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The musical presentation ex- 
cited the ; 


of audience to the point 
fe demanding four bows. In a 
W words, it is something to 


hear ; : : P 
far and enjoy’.—Buffalo Courier 
“XPress, 
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Rush Job 


Lancaster, Pa. 

‘Lost Horizon’ set into the WB 
Capitol here on short notice made 
Ray O’Connell, house manager, work 
up a campaign for quick appeal. 
Without time for a regular build-up, 
O’Connell plastered all the cars on 
several major parking lots with 
bumper cards. Two of the lots face 
on downtown streets and one is 
maintained for employees of city’s 
biggest industrial plant. Similar 
cards on every bumper proved a 
| great attention getter. 

Candid camera man was put on 
the streets to grab off photos of pe- 
destrians, and passes were given to 
people who recognized their own pic- 
ture in the lobby. Ushers accom- 
panied camera man passing out 
heralds explaining the gag. 
_Dramatic group of local radio sta- 
tion did a radio preview the night 
before it opened and on opening day 
O’Connell used three “Man on the 
Street’ broadcasts from the front of 
the theatre with announcer asking 
patrons to give their reaction to the 
picture. 

Bulletin boards in all local fac- 
tories were sniped with window 
cards and inserts were placed in all 
Postal telegrams. O’Connell also 
| managed to promote the frames on 
la local news dealer’s stands, 
dropped kick sheets, used library 
book-marks and had a pair of girls 
cali all phone subscribers. Campaign 
was rounded out with heavy news- 
paper and radio advertising, heralds, 
and bag imprints. 


Helping the Stores 


Duncan, Okla. 

When the Palace theatre here pre- 
sented ‘That Certain Woman’ news- 
paper advertising in local papers was 
set in type only and headed ‘Help 
Wanted. That Certain Woman Is 
Looking for Bargains in,’ whereupon 
followed newspaper’s own listing of 
items from the classified section. To 
the first 10 people giving the correct 
answer as to where the articles could 
be found a free ticket to the picture 
was presented. 


Theatre Changes 


Lancaster, Pa. 
Donald W. Bonstein named man- 
ager of the Fulton dualer here. Was 
formerly at the Grand and Jackson, 

















Jay Emanuel south Phila grinds. 
Bonstein is first to manage house 
house under the recent Finch- 
Emanuel lease. 

Winnipeg. 


Some changes around local Para- 
mount office. Russ Simpson, former 
beoker, upped to sales staff and will 
work out of Winnipeg office. Tony 
Wallis, shipper, boosted to local 
booker, with Joey Franklin, replac- 
ing Wallis. Dave Brickman still in 
as manager. 





Savannah. 
Contract has been let by Lucas & 
Jenkins chain for construction of 
Victory theatre, their No. 6 house; 
here. It will have 800 seats and open- 
ing has been set for Nov. 25. 





San Antonio. 
Milton Coalson has taken Jimmy 
Grimes’ place as chief of service at 
the Texas. He was formerly assist- 
ant chief at the Majestic. 
Joel Smith has returned to work 
for the Rialto, Cuero, Tex. 





Philadelphia. 

Warner managerial staff here has 
been jockeyed. Nat Watkins goes 
from Stanton to Harrowgate, replac- 
ing Max Kuperstein, who goes to 
Felton. Dave Seamon leaves Felton 
for the Forum, from which Elmer 
Hollander gets transferred to the 
Roosevelt. Here he takes the place 
of Bill Yearsley. who has been sent 
to the Circle. Bill Israel moves up 
from the helm of the latter house to 
the Stanton. 





Cleveland. 

Warners’ Lake reopened, making 
it circuit's second downtown house. 
Carrying a 15-35c. scale. Gary 
Reeves, asst. at nabe WB Uptown, 
appointed its manager. Other WB 
promotions shift Don Jacobs, man- 
ager of Lyric; Portsmouth. O., to as- 
sistantship at Cleveland Hipp under 
| Eddie Miller. Tony Laurie jumped 
| from Hipp to Variety as_ assistant, 
while S. Frazer goes to Uptown as 
aide to Julius Lamm. Work rapidly 
progressing on new Warner house 
in wealthy suburb of Shaker Heights. 
not named yet; expected completed 
in four months. 

Variety Club moved into new 
headauarters at Allerton hotel, after 
a shift from the Statler hotel. 


Columbus, O. 


e 





number of houses here, 
| will be president. The company has 
|g 20-vear lease on property in su- 
| burban Bexley for the erection of a 
| 909-seat theatre, at a reported cost of 
| $50,000, with completion scheduled 
‘by the end of the year. 


| operates a 


Drexel Amusement Co. has been | 
incorporated here by W. C. Ches- | 
brough, D. D. Rapp. M. H. Earhart 


and T. E. Coleman. Chesbrough, who | 





‘CAP’N AND KIDS’ 
SHORTS START AT MG 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Metro launched production this 
week on 13 shorts based on the Ru- 





and the Kids.’ Soon to be placed 
before the cameras by Jack Chertok, 


‘Behind the Criminal’ and ‘The 
Booth Mystery,’ with Harold F. 
Bucquet and Jacques Tourneur di- 
recting. 





Another Chertok production will 
be the Pete Smith short, ‘Unsung 


| Heroes of the Sea,’ dealing with life- 
guards. 


Ptsbg. Post-Gazette 
Ups Theatre Ad Rates 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 21. 

First hike in newspaper theatrical 
advertising rates here in years has 
just been announced by morning 
Post-Gazette, effective Oct. 1. 
age for movies jumps from $6 to $7 
an inch, with legit scale going up by 
same amount, from $7 to $8. Tilt 
also applies to niteries. 

No protests expected from adver- 
tisers, however, since increase was 
long expected because of fact that 
P-G is alone in a.m. field and has 


put it on same basis as afternoon 
Press, Scripps-Howard, which has 
been charging that for some time 
now. 

So far, Hearst’s Sun-Tele has made 
no announcement of any increase 
and will likely stick to current rate 
for time being at least. 


No More Bldg. in N. Y.’s 
Restricted Zones—Court 


Attempt to erect motion picture 
theatres in restricted sections of 
New York City received another 
setback last week when Supreme 
|Court Justice Ferdinand Pecora re- 
versed the order of the Board of 
Standards and Appeals which pre- 
viously granted a permit for the 
building of a theatre at Lexington 
avenue and 77th street, N. Y. The 
Court held that the Board had ‘ex- 
ceeded its authority’ and ‘violated 
the spirit of the building zone reso- 
lution’ in granting the permit. 

The matter came up before Judge 
Pecora on certiorari proceedings 
brought by the Ardsley Garage Co., 
owners of a garage adjoining the 
proposed theatre site. Others who 
objected to the theatre were the 
Lenox Hill hospital and Marist 
Brothers, who conduct a religious 
academy opposite the site. 


NEWILL RENFREWED 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

James Newill, who debuted for 
Grand National in ‘Something to 
Sing About,’ has been handed a new 
contract and will be featured in the 
remainder of the ‘Renfrew of the 
Mounted’ series. 

Player also has a part‘in ‘Signals 
Over,’ Stuart Erwin grid film. 


BERGMAN’S OWN AGENCY 

Maurice Bergman, recently re- 
signed from Lord & Thomas as ac- 
count executive specializing in film 
advertising, has joined hands with 
Joseph Brainin, former president- 
editor of Seven Arts, to establish 
their own ad agency. 

They will also act as 
counselors. 


CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Curtis Kenyon’s scripting option 
validated by 20th-Fox. 

Radio hoisted its option on Matt 
Brooks and Eddie Davis, writers. 

Mary Bell Currie drew Universal 
playing termer. 

Patric Knowles’ 
tioned at Warners. 











publicity 





acting 


Richard Bond. 
Cecil Kellaway, Australian player, 


exercised by Paramount. 
Paramount hoisted option on Eve 
Greene, writer. 











and Barlowe Borland, Paramount 


| contract players, retained at option | 


| time. 
| Universal signed Frank Jenks to a 
playing termer. 

Pierre Collings 
termer at Metro. 

Chick Chandler was handed 20th- 
Fox term acting pact. 

Paramount picked up its option on 
director George Archainbaud. 
| Paramount has hoisted Mary Car- 

lisle’s option. 

Salka Viertel shifts into the Metro 
| writing brigade on a new term ticket 
| Robert Mitchell has joined Metro 
‘scripting division via the dotted line 


drew 


dolph Dirks cartoon, ‘The Captain | 


Lin- ! 


town’s top circulation. New rate will | 


pact op-| 
Radio handed playing termer to | 
joins Radio on term acting contract. | 


Duke Atteberry’s scripting option | 


Frances Farmer, Louise Campbell | 


scripting | 





} 
| The Sino-Japanese warfare has 
| produced upped grosses at the news- 


short subjects department head, are | ;ee] theatre box offices, has revived | 


| interest 


Sino-Jap Newsreels 6 


But Cos. Only Benefit by Prestige 


| 


‘has brought increasing difficulties to | 
ithe five U. S. newsreels both in cov- | 


erage and the cost of such. News- 
reels are credited with hiking busi- 
;ness about 22% in the last 10 days 
Universal’s uncensored reel a week 
| or so ago, which constituted the full 


| newsreel footage for the first half of 


Kong to 


the week for U, was described as the | 
|spearhead in arousing this interest | 
| by newsreel theatre officials. It was | 


| followed this week with additional 


coverage by the other newsreels, 
particularly Fox Movietone 
Hearst’s, as well as by another 
|cial from Universal. U’s first un- 
|censored reel created so much at- 
| tention that it held for a second week 
| at the Embassy on Broadway and 
|other houses. 

| Complications over inability to get 
| Shots of the Japanese-Chinese strug- 
| gle have kept N. Y. newsreel execu- 
tives on edge in the past week. 
Trouble is that the Chinese military 
officials would not let any person ex- 
cepting a Chinese take photographs 
while newsreel companies 
Chinese camera grinders were 
stymied because Japan army leaders 
will not permit the Chinese lensmen 
behind the Japanese lines, 

Fox and Metro are credited with 
getting the bombed station views in- 
side the Chinese lines because 
favored by work from native camera- 
men. Universal sent Howard 
Winner and George Krainukov 
through the Japanese lines for .this 
week’s material, and obtained exclu- 
sive shots of Rear Admiral O. G. 
Awachi, commanding Japan's forces 
around Shanghai. Just in case any- 
body in the audience was skeptical, 
U got photographs of these two lens 
grinders in action on the actual 
scenes photographed. This newsreel 
also obtained shots of actual aerial 
| bombardment along the waterfront 
| and in the harbor, 

Chinese newspapers have com- 
| mented editorially on the policy that 
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keeps only native photographers on 
the job, pointing out that they are 
losing beneficial publicity from 
newsreels and cameramen as a result 


in newsreel coverage but/of this attitude. 


Most of the newsreels have been 
able to get prints from the war-torn 
area to the screen in New York City 
in 11 days. Greatest delay is experi- 
enced in shipping negative to Hong 
catch the clipper planes. 
They ‘must go by boat, which takes 
two days. China Clipper requires 
seven or eight days to land in San 
Francisco, with remainder of time 
required in getting the films cross- 
country by plane to N. Y. 

Besides the expense of getting film 
to this country via this route, the 
newsreels are running into added 
costs all along the line. Every 


and | cameraman must be covered by in- 
spe- | surance which runs 7-10 times higher 


than normal rates for them. Any re- 
placements of cameramen er equip- 
ment (the photographers become 
worn out from strenuous duty) must 
expensive air haulage 
route. 

An added item that one newsreel 
firm ran into was the excess charge 
for a bullet proof vest weighing 40 
pounds. It was billed as clothing but 
boosted the photographer’s weight 
by 40 pounds, so excess was charged 
at the rate of $4.50 per pound, or 
$180. 


Thus far the newsreels have been 
unable to get increased rentals for 
this material. Only added velvet has 
come from newsreelers able to 
secure additional accounts, some- 
times at a materially upped fee. 








Musta Caught Brass Ring 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
Elsa Christian’s work in a bit part 
in Republic’s ‘Manhattan Merry-Go- 
Round’ won her the featured role in 
‘Zorre Rides Again,’ chapter play at 
the same studio, 


Following ‘Zorro,’ player will be 
groomed for other stellar assigne- 
ments, 
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STARTING THURSDAY - 
Luise Rainer - Paul Muni In 
“GOOD EARTH” 
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“TOPPER” 
| BEGINNING THURSDAY — 
Joan Bennett - Warner Baxter in 


“VOGUES OF 1938” 
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Advance Production Chart 








(Continued from page 25) 
United Artists 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in e Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pieted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Samuel Goldwyn. 6 2 2 1 1 1 
Alexander Koréa. 6 0 0 0 6 6 
Selznick ......... 5 1 1 1 2 : 
Walter Wanger... 8 0 0 3 5 : 
Chaplin a 1 0 6 0 1 ; 
London [Films.... 8 0 0 0 x § 
| re 34 3 3 5 23 23 


cutting rooms awaiting previews are: 

‘FIFTY-SECOND STREET,’ produccd by Walter Wanger; directed by 
Harold Young; screen play by Grover Jones. Cast: Ian Hunter, Leo Car- 
rillo, Pat Paterson, Ella Logan, Sid Silvers, ZaSu Pitts, Marla Shelton, 
Dorothy Peterson, — arene regs Baker. 

‘STAND-IN,’ produce y alter Wanger; t; 
PRcoct ity Pine Towne and Graham Baker, based on Satevepost story 
by Clarcnece Budington Kelland: photographed by Charles Clarke. Cast: 
Leslie Howard, Joan Blondel!l, Humphrey Bogart, Alan Mowbray, Marla 
Shelton, C. Henry Gordon, Jack Carson, J. C. Nugent, Tully Marshall, Wil- 
® “4 
ne ae we LOVE AGAIN,’ produced by Walter Wanger; directed by 
Arthur Ripley and Joshua Logan; screen play by David Hertz from novel 
by Allene Corliss; photographed by Hal Mohr. Cast: Joan Bennett, Henry 
Fonda, Dame May Whitty, Alan Marshall, Louise Platt, Alan Baxter, Tim 
Holt. Dorothy Stickney, Florence Lake, Genee Hall, Alice Cavenna. , 

‘NOTHING SACRED,’ produccd by David O. Selznick; directed by Wil- 
liam A. Wellman; original by James H. Street; screen play by Ben Hecht; 
photographed by Howard Greene. Cast: Carole Lombard, Fredric March, 
Charles Winninger, Walter Connolly, Sig Rumann, Frank Fay, Margaret 
Hamilton, Maxie Rosenbloom, Art Lasky, Hedda Hopper, John Qualen. me 

‘HURRICANE,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn; directed by John Ford; 
screen play by Dudley Nichols, based on original story by Charles Nor hoft 
and James Norman Hall; photographed by Bert Blennon. Cast: Jon Hall, 
Dorothy Lamour, Raymond Massey, Mary Astor, C. Aubrey Smith, Thomas 
Mitchell, Jerome Cowan, Movita, Mamo Clark, Kuleii De Clefcq. 

United Artists Pictures Now in Production 

‘THE ADVENTURES OF MARCO POLO,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn; 
directed by Archie Mayo; screen play by Robert Emmett Sherwood; pee 
graphed by Rudolf Mate and Archie Stout. Cast: Gary Cooper, Sigri 
Gurie. Ernest Truex, Binnie Barnes, Basil Rathbone, George Barbier, Lotus 

‘erdinand Gottschalk. ' 

LL ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER,’ produced by David O. Sela- 
nick; directed by Norman Taurog; screen play by John V. A. Weaver, from 
story by Mark Twain; photographed by James Wong Howe and Wilfred 
Cline. ‘Cast: Tommy Kelly, Jackie Moran, May Robson, Walter Brennan, 
Ann Gillis, Victor Jory, Mickey Rentschler, Cora Sue Collins, Charles Rich- 
man, Spring Eyington, David Holt, Marcia Mae Jones, Margaret Hamilton, 
Phillip Hurtic, Erville Alderson, Donald Meek, Nana Bryant, Victor Kilian, 

re lynn, Sr. ; 
FranE GOLDWIN FOLLIES,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn; directed by 
George Marshall; photography by Gregg Toland; original screen play by 
Ben Hecht. Cast: Kenny Baker, Virginia Verrill, Adolphe Menjou, the 
Ritz Brothers, Helen Jepson, Charles Kullmann, Phil Baker, Edgar Bergen 
and Charlie McCarthy, Zorina, Bobby Clark, Ella Logan, William Dollar, 
George Balanchine’s American Ballet, Andrea Leeds, 


Universal 


Pictures now in the 


directed by Tay 








Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
TORE 2 snicetamssss 50 5 2 10 33 4 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 

‘THE BOSS OF LONELY VALLEY,’ produced by Buck Jones; directed 
by Ray Taylor; novel by Forrest Brown; screen play by Frances Guihan. 
Cast: Buck Jones, Muriel Evans, Harvey Clark, Walter Miller, Lee Phelps, 
Ted Adams, Dickie Howland, Ezra Paulette, Matty Fain, Grace Goodall. 

‘ADVENTURE’S END,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by Arthur 
Lubin; novel by Ben Ames Williams: screen play by Ben G. Kohn. Cast: 
John Wayne, Diana Gibson, Morcn' Olsen, Montagu Love, Maurice Black, 
Paul White, Cameron Hall, Patrick ». Kelly, George Cleveland. _ . 

‘THE WESTLAND CASE,’ produced by Larry Fox and Irving Starr; 
directed by Christy Cabanne; screen play by Robertson White, based on 
novel by Jonathan Latimer. Cast: Preston Foster, Carol Hughes, Barbara 
Pepper, Frank Jenks, Astrid Allwyn, George Meeker, Theodore Von Eltz, 
Clarence Wilson, Russell Hicks, Rollo Lloyd, Selmer Jackson. . 

‘BEHIND THE MIKE,’ produced by u Brock; directed by Sidney 
Sa!kow: original by Thomas Ahearn and Walton Butterfield; screen play by 
Barry Trivers. Cast: William Gargan, Judith Barrett, Don Wilson, Sterling 
Halloway, William Davidson, Gerald Oliver Smith, Grady Sutton. 

‘SUDDEN BILL DORN,’ produced by Buck Jones; directed by Ray 
Taylor; novel by Jackson Gregory; screen play by Frances Guihan. Cast: 
Buck Jones, Noel Francis, Frank McGlynn, Sr., Harold Hodge, Ted Adams, 
Evelyn Brent, Lee Phelps. : . 

‘CARNIVAL QUEEN,’ produced by Robert Presnell; directed by Nate 
Watt; screen pley by James Mulhauser, Lester Cole and Harold Buckley, 
from novel by Richard Wormser. Cast: Dorothea Kent, Robert Wilcox, 
Hobart Cavanauzth, David Oliver, G. Pat Collins, Ernest Cossart, Jonathan 
Hale, Harry Tyler. } , 

‘BLONDE DYNAMITE,’ produced by E. M. Asher; directed by Milton 
Carruth; novel by W. R. Burnett; screen play by Lester Cole. Cast: Noah 
Beery, Jr.. Nan Grey, William Gargan, Dorothea Kent, Rowland Drew. 

‘A GIRL WiTH IDEAS,’ formerly titled ‘MIGHTIER THAN THE 
SWORD,’ procuced by Edmund Grainger; directed by S. Sylvan Simon; 
original by Bruce Manning; screen play by Robert T. Shannon. Cast: 
Wendy Barrie, Walier Pidgeon, Kent Taylor, Henry Hunter, George Bar- 
pies, Dorothea Kent, Hobart Cavanaugh, Samuel S. Hinds, Horace Mac- 

chon. 

‘“MERRY-CO-ROUND of 1938,’ produced by B. G. De Sylva; directed 
by Irving Cummings; original screen play by Monte Brice and Dorian 
@tvos. Cast: Joy Hodges, John King, Bert Lahr, Billy House, Mischa Aucr, 
Jimmie Savo, Alice Brady, Barbara Read, Louise Fazenda, Richard Carle, 
Howard Cantonwire, Charley Williams, Dave Apollon and orchestra. 

‘COURAGE OF THE WEST,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by Joe 

ewis; original screen play by Jay Norton Baker; photographed by Virgil 

liller. Cast: Bob Baker, Lois January, J. Farrell MacDonald, Fuzzy Knight, 
Gar] Stockdal>. 

‘RENEGADE WRANGLERS,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by Joe 
Lewis; original screen play by Harry O. Hoyt; photographed by Virgil 
Miller. Cast: Bob Baker, Joan Barclay, Fuzzy Knight. 

Universal Picturcs New in Preduction 

‘TIM TYLER’S LUCK,’ procuced by Henry MacRea; directed by Ford 
Reebe; screcn play by Wyndham Gittens, Norman S. Hall, Ray Trampe. 
Cast: Frankie as, Frances Robinson. 

‘YOUNG IIAN’S FANCY,’ procuced by B. G. De Sylva; directed by 
David Butler; original story by Bill Thomas. Maxwell Shane and Warren 
Wilson; screen play by Monte Brice and Charles Grayson. Cast: Alice 
Kaye, George Murphy, Ken Murray, the Three Diamond Brothers, Andy 
Devine, Larry Blake, Harry Stockwell, Charles Winninger, Frank Jenks, 
Frances Hunt. 


Warners 





Now Balance to 


Number > umber Now in Be Piaced Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Be‘ore Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
. STREET ETE é 60 10 9 13 28 10 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 
‘THE PERFECT SPECIMEN,’ produced by Harry Joe Brown: directed by 
Michael Curtiz; original by Samuel Hopkins Adams: screen play by Law- 
rence Riley and Norman Reilly Raine: photographed by Charles Rosher. 
Cast: Errol Flynn, Joan Blondell, Dick Foran, Beverly Roberts, Edward 


Garnett: | 




















Philly Easing Out 
Of Giveaways, Says 
It’s Not Hurting Biz 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 
Gabbing continues in territory as 
to how much giveaways and games 
lare hypoing film biz, as announce- 
ment comes from two indies in Al- 








llentown that they have stopped 
handing out cash without socking 
b.o. at all, while chain house in 


| sanke town is doing big exploitation 
lon amount of money 
| out. 

| Manager William Burke, of Mid- 
|way, and Leon Korr and Sidney 
Kapner, owners of Transit, declare 
they have experimented with cessa- 
| tion of coin awards for several weeks 
with no apparent crimp in grosses. 


| Both still passing out dishes twice 
| 

}a week, however. 

| Wilmer and Vincent’s State, on 


other hand, has erected big lobby 
display to show it has unpocketed 
more than $10,000 in cash to cus- 
tomers. A big ledger, tagged the 
‘Lucky Album,’ has been put up with 
names of 580 fortunate ones who 
banked the dough. Passersby in- 
vited in to page through the book, 


which shows winners of daily $10 
matinee award and $25 evening 
prize. 


Charles Bierbauer, district W. & V. 
supe, credits giveaway for added biz 
at State. 


it is passing | 





Greenman Expanding In 
St. Loo; Plans Chain of 10 


St. Louis, Sept. 21. 

Harry Greenman, owner of the 
Dakota and the Yale, South St. Louis 
nabes, has acquired the Irma, a 500- 
seater located in the western part of 
town, from Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Lilly, 
and is planning the erection of three 
more houses in various residential 
districts within the next 12 months. 
Greenman also is reported ready to 
purchase several more houses to 
bring his string to 10. 

In addition to the Dakota and the 
Yale, Greenman has a_ working 
agreement with the Normandy, lo- 
cated in St. Louis County, and the 
Lexington, a North St. Louis nabe, 
relative to booking of pix, advertis- 
ing, eic. 


Charlotte’s Banko Test 


Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 21. 


Police and court authorities are 
moving to gather evidence in the 
attempt to determine whether bank 
and jackpot nights svonsored by 
Charlotte theatres are legal. 

Solicitor John G. Carpenter of su- 
perior court and Solicitor Fred H. 
Hasty of city record’s court con- 
ferred with attorneys for the the- 
atres sponsoring the money prize 
events in Charlotte, and were as- 
sured that the affairs here are well 
beyond the reach of the state lottery 
laws. 








Ernest Haller. 


O’Connell. 


Smith, Yakima Canutt, Frank Ellis. 


O’Neill, Owen King, Denni: Moore. 


graphed by Sid Hickox. 
Acuff, Hugh O'Connell. 


Rawlinson. 
‘EVIDENCE,’ produced by Bryan 


by James Van Trees. 
Farrow; original screen 


O'Connell. Cast: Dick Foran, Ann 
O’Connell, Veda Ann Borg. 


Donald Gallaher; camera, 


Eason; original screen 
Ted McCord. Cast: 


Boris Karloff, Mar 


Matson; screen play 
Tom Kennedy, 


Berkeley; 
Wald, Leo and Richard Macauley; 


play by Jacques Deval; screen pla 


Martel, Heather Tratcher. 


Van Trees. 


Me Be Cast: Ann Sheridan, 
ic aac. 


A. H. Z. Carr; 
Cast: Kay F 


‘SWING YOUR LADY,’ 


Frank Craven. 
‘TOO MUCH OF EVERYTHING,’ 
Arthur Lubin; original ser 


Bonita Granville, Donald Crisp, 
Gleason. 





William Clemens: original 


Bromley. 


Cast: Dick For 


camera, Charles Rosher. 
Powell, Frances Langford, Mona Marshall, 
Johnnie Davis, Mabel Todd, Alan Mowbray, 
Stanley, Edgar Kennedy, Benny Goodman and band, Lotella O. Parsons. 
‘TOVARICH,’ produced by Robert Lord; directed by Anatole Litvak; 


y by Casey Robinson; photographed b 
Charles Lang. Cast: Claudette Colbert, : * 4 


Melville Cooper, Isabelle Jones, Anita Louise, Allan 
novsky, Gregory Gaye, Fritz Feld, Vladimir Sokoloff, Kurt Bois, Christian 
Rub, Reine Riano, Montagu Love, George Davis, May Boley, Alphonse 


a oP me bbe gong od ad FIND IT,’ 

ischoff; directed by Michael Curtiz; story by Clements Ripley: scr 
by Warren Duff and Robert Buckner; h Sol Polites Gack 
George Brent. Olivia de Havilland, Claude Rains, Margaret Linds 
Holt, Russell Simpson, John Litel, George Hayes, Pat West, Marcia 
‘PATIENT IN ROOM 13,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by 
Connolly; original screen play by Mignon Eberhart: photographed by James 
Patric Knowles, Vicki Lester, Edward 


Everett Horton, Hugh Herbert, May Robson, Marie Wilson, Warren Hymer, 
Donald Meek, Granville Bates, Andrew Tombes, Tim Henning. 
‘THE GREAT GARRICK,’ produced by Mervyn LeRoy; directed by 
James Whale; original screen play by Ernest Yajda; photographed by 
Cast: Brian Aherne, Olivia de Havilland, Edward Everett 
Horton, Luis Alberni, Lana Turner, Marie Wilson, Linda Perry, Craig 
Reynolds, Dorothy Tree, Henry O’Neill, Lionel Atwill, Fritz Leiber. 
‘ALCATRAZ ISLAND,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William 
McCann; original screen play by Crane Wilbur: photographed by Lu 
) _ Cast: John Litel, Ann Sheridan, Mary Maguire, Gordon Oliver, 
Addison Richards, Ben Welden, Dick Percell, George E. Stone, Doris Lloyd. 
‘PRAIRIE THUNDER,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Breezy 
Eason; original by Ed Earl Repp. Cast: Dick Foran, Ellen Clancy, Al 


‘SUBMARINE D-1,’ produced by Lou Edelman; directed by Lloyd Bacon: 
original story by Commander Frank Wead;: screen play by William Wister 
Haines; photographed by Arthur Edeson. 
Wayne Morris, Frank McHugh, Doris Weston, Ronald Reagan, Henry 


Cast: Pat O’Brien, George Brent, 


‘MISSING WITNESS,’ produced by Bryan, Foy; directed by William 
Clemens; original screen play by Kenneth Gamet and Don Ryan; photo- 
Cast: Dick Purcell, Jean Dale, John Litel, Eddie 


‘OVER THE GOAL,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Noel Smith: 
original by William Jacobs; screen play by Jacobs and Anthony Coldeway; 
photographed by Warren Lynch. Cast: William Hopper, June Travis, Wil- 
lard Parker, Johnny Davis, William Harrigan, Gordon Oliver, Herbert 


Foy; directed by Frank McDonald: 


original screen play by Crane Wilbur and George Bricker: photographed 


an, June Travis, John Litel, George E. 
Stone, Dick Purcell, Veda Ann Borg, Ward Bond, Tommy Bupp. 


‘SHE LOVED A FIREMAN,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Johnny 
play by Carleton Sand; photographed by Lou 


Sheridan, Robert Armstrong, Hugh 


‘SH! THE OCTOPUS,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William Mc- 
Gann; screen play by oe Bricker from play by Ralph Murphy and 
; t arren Lynch. Cast: 
Jenkins, Marcia Ralston, George Rosener, John Eldredge, Eric Stanley. 
‘SERGEANT MURPHY,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by Breezy 
play by Abem Finkel and William Jacobs; camera, 
Ronald Reagan, Mary 
Cobb, Max Hoffman, Jr., William Davidson. 
‘WITHOUT WARNING,’ produced by Bryan Foy: 
Farrow; original screen play by Crane Wilbur; camera, Lu O'Connell. Cast: 
} Wilson, Eddie Craven, 
bridge, John Harron, Willard Parker, Frank 
‘LARGER THAN LIFE,’ produced by Bryan Foy; 
adapted from play By Joseph Schrank, based on magazine story by Norman 
by Schrank and Robertson White: camera, Arthur 
Todd. _ Cast: Frank McHugh, Berton Churchill, Jane Wyman, Ferris Tay- 
lor, Dianne Lewis, Cora Witherspoon, Raymond Hatton, William Haade, 


Hugh Herbert, Allen 


Maguire, Donald Crisp, Edmund 
directed by Johnny 
Regis Toomey, Charles Tow- 


Faylen.. 
directed by Lew Seiler; 


; Warner Pictures in Production 
HOLLYWOOD HOTEL,’ produced by Sam Bischoff: directed by Busby 
original story by Jerry Wald and Maurice Leo: 


screen play by 
Cast: Dick 
Lola Lane, Hugh Herbert, 
Ted Healy, Allyn Joslyn, Eric 


Charles Boyer, Basil Bathbone, 
Conrad, Morris Car- 


produced in technicolor by Sam 
photographed by Sol Polito. Cast: 
say, Tim’ 
Ralston. 
Bobby 


‘THIS WOMAN IS DANGEROUS,’ formerly titled ‘RETURN FROM 
LIMBO,’ produced by Robert Lord; directed by Stanley Logan; celainas by 
screen play by Horace Jackson; photographed by Sid Hickox. 
2 rancis, Pat O’Brien, Alan Mowbray, Gordon Oliver, 
Forbes, Herbert Rawlinson, a Eldredge, Thurston Hall, Grant Mitchell. 
' ¥ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed 7 
Enright; original by Kenyon Nicholson and Charles Robinson: Be 
by Joseph Schrank and Maurice Leo: photographed by Arthur Edeson. 
Cast: Humphrey Bogart, Dorothy MeNulty, Z 
Hugh, Allen Jenkins, Eddie Acuff, Nat Pendleton. 

‘PENROD AND HIS TWIN BROTHER,’ produced by Bryan Foy; di- 
rected by William McGann; original screen play by William Jacobs and 
Hugh Cummings; photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Billy and Bobby 
Mauch, Spring Byington, Charles Halton, Jackie Morrow, Bennie Bartlett, 


Ralph 


screen play 


Louise Fazenda, Frank Mc- 


peepee by prvee Foy; directed by 
1 , een play by Lawrence Kimble, Jean Negulese 
and Wally Klein; photographed by George Barnes. io. 


Cast: Dolores Costello, 


Donald Briggs, Natalie Moorhead, Lucille 


‘ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by 


screen play by George Bricker, Anthony Colde- 
way and Morton Grant; photographed by Bob Ross. 


Gloria Blondell, Addison Richards, Hugh O'Connell, 


Cast: Ronald Reagan, 
Dick Purcell, Sheila 


F. & M. POLLING 
ST. L. PUBLICS 
PIX TASTES 


St. Louis, Sept. 21. 

A survey to determine the likes 
and dislikes of its patrons on pro- 
grams offered in 31 houses controlled 
by Fanchon & Marco here is being 
made in a cooperative tieup with the 
St. Louis Star-Times, afternoon rag, 
This is believed to be the first time 
such a survey has been made by a 





| film house in this country. 


Survey got under way when the 
sheet propounded several questions 
to readers on whether they were 
satisfied with what Hollywood studios 
are producing in the way of cinema 
entertainment, etc. Question asked 
are: Do you prefer stage shows with 
movies; who is your favorite actor; 
what kind of pictures do you prefer 
(melodrama, comedy, war, gangster, 
musical, love, romance); do you pre- 
fer two full-length features or one 
feature with short subjects? 

F&M is distributing 400.000 ballots 
to patrons inside of theatre during 
10-day poll and while no prizes are 
offered for best answers, etc., man- 
agement states it is ready to help 
its patrons get the shows they like 
best. The newspaper will print a 
box score on replies. 


THEATRE RENDEZVOUS 
FOR SELLING OF DOPE 


New Orleans, Sept. 21. 

Frank DiGiorgio, 44, doorman of 
the Gaiety theatre here, was charged 
by federal agents Saturday (18) with 
selling dope to patrons of the thea- 
tre, arranging with them as to the 
seats they would occupy and then 
delivering to them in the darkened 
house during the pix run. 

The government said DiGiorgio 
would meet his prospective custom- 
ers at the entrance of the theatre. 
He’d murmur to them the location of 
their seats, and then he’d saunter in 
and hand them the dope, the agents 
said. 


Indiana, Circle, Apollo, 
Indianapolis, in Pool 


Indianapolis, Sept. 21. 
Climaxing a deal that has been on 




















the fire for some months, three of the 
city’s largest first-run houses, the 
Indiana, Circle and Apollo, will be 
joined in an operating pool under 
the Greater Indianapolis Amus. Co, 
composed of companies now operate 
ing the houses. The Fourth Avenue 
Amus. Co., operators of the Apollo, 
joins forces with the Indianapolis 
Theatre Management Associates, Inc., 
operator of the Indiana and Cir- 
cle, assuming a 10-year lease on the 
proverties effective Sept. 24. 

Harry Katz is president of the 
combine, Fred J. Dolle, v.p., and D. 
H. Long, treasurer. The 3.300 de- 
luxe Indiana, after being renovated, 
will be onened about Oct. 15, and 
will play the ace product of pictures 
available to the combine which in- 
clude RKO, Paramount, and the 
Apollo’s share of Warner's, Fox and 
Universal, now split with the Lyric. 
The smaller Apollo will be used for 
holdovers or to sluff off excess pic- 
tures on contract arrangements. 
Plans for the Circle are still incom- 
plete. House may continue on dou- 
ble feature policy, as at present. or 
go to stage show policy if grosses 
sag. 

Art Baker, present manager of the 
Circle, will continue in that capacity, 
representing the Katz interests. Ken 
Collins, manager of the Apollo, will 
move his office to the Indiana, and 
look out for Fourth Avenue share. 





Manager Refuses Tax 
Snooper’s Entry; Bonded 


San Antonio, Sept. 21. 

Leon M. Oppenheimer, manager 
and owner of the Prince theatre, 
was put under $1,500 bond last week, 
because he resisted an_ internal 
revenue officer, who wanted to look 
over Oppenheimer’s books. Officer 
said that the-theatreman pushed 
him out of the office, and refused 
him access to the books. 

Showman claimed that he did not 
shove the federal man but merely 
told him he was busy and did not 
want to be disturbed. Case was on 
docket in Federal District Court 
here, 
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Toronto Thinks New Regulations 
Will Hurt, but ‘There Are Loopholes’ 


--——— 4 


Toronto, Sept. 21. 

New regulations set down by the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. to be- 
come effective Nov. 1 will cut deep 
holes into the revenues of radio sta- 
tions in this country. Banning of 
‘fortune-tellers’ and the like; re- 
stricting of advertising talk to 10% 
of the program time; slashing of 
spot-announcement time to two min- 
utes per hour; and other drastic re- 
visions in the present regulations, 
will serve to clean up the Canadian 
airwaves but drive many programs 
off the air. 

Although the present ruling never 
has been enforced, Canadian stations 
are not to use more than 10% of air 
time for advertising plugs. This reg- 
ulation will be backed ‘to the hilt’ 
after Nov. 1, according to govern- 
ment officials. 


Toronto and other Canadian sta- 
tions are getting away with murder 
at present. Daytime broadcasts gen- 
erally are of the lowest grade. One 
local announcer boasts of having 
wedged as many as 26 spot an- 
nouncements into a 30-minute pe- 
riod. Most stations reap a harvest 
in these announcements, jamming 
them on between records and even 
breaking into the middle of the rec- 
ords with plugs. 

Fortune-telling business also has 
been overworked here. Numerolo- 
gists, crystal-gazers, character analy- 
sists, and those claiming psychic 
powers have been given the axe. 
Dozens of Dominion stations have 
been filling time lucratively with 
such eye-wash as purveyed by In- 


dian witch doctors, Hindu mystics 
and the like. 
General feeling among _§ station 


owners here is that the new regula- 
tions are drastic, but that loopholes 
may be found for getting around the 
spot announcement and 10% adver- 
tising items. 


QUAKER STATE NET 
STARTS ON FOOTBALL 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 

First account for the Quaker State 
Network, 14-station Pennsy regional, 
which Don Withycomb, WFIL g.m., 
has been nursing along, was obtained 
last week. N.W. Ayer placed a se- 
ries of 10 15-minute weekly sports 
programs with the web for Atlantic 
Refining. 

Series will be pumped from WFIL, 
key station of the chain. It will 
consist of football forecasts of the 
weekend's big games. Jack Barry, 
WIP baseball commentator, will do 
the spiel. 

New web was originally formed 
last year for political broadcasts. 
Withycomb, this summer, got the 
idea of making it a real commercial 
chain and started salesmen out for 
business. With several more ac- 
counts lined up, it seems possible 
that permanent lines may link the 
Stations shortly, with regular sus- 
taining service being provided by 
WFIL. . 

Outlets on Atlantic airings are 
WSAN, Allentown; WRAW, Reading; 
WEST, Easton; WGBI, Scranton; 
WBRE, Wilkes-Barre; WAZL, Hazle- 
ton; WGAL, Lancaster; WHP, Har- 
risburg; WKOK, Sunbury; WRAK, 
Williamsport; WOLK, York; WJAC, 
Johnstown, and WWSYW, Pittsburgh. 


Back to the Soi 


Detroit, Sept. 21. 


What happens to radio folk after 
retirement? 

From indications at WXYZ, it 
looks like they'll spend it on farms. 
Harold True, WXYZ newscaster, is 
the latest to join rank of agricul- 
turists, in the form of a 250-acre 
Spot near Holly, Mich. Others are 
~fan Striker, author of WXYZ’s 
a Ranger’ and ‘Green Hornet,’ 
Par has 180 acres near Buffalo, and 

x Holt, publicity director, who 
°wns a 50-acre plot in old Kentucky. 














> 





NBC’s ‘News’ Idea 


NBC’s chief of publicity, 
Wayne Randall, sent out an in- 
vitation to the trade press late 
last week to have a huddle 
with him. Upshot was that 
NBC requested the reporters, 
in the event they nosed out 
stories instead of wrapping the 
mitts around handouts, to first 
check the network’s press de- 
partment to see if NBC wished 
the news printed. 

Randall asked the trade press 








to give such treatment to all 
news concerning NBC. Variety 
did not attend the meeting 


called by NBC’s v.p. in charge 
of hand-outs. 











daily service carry on solo. 





NBC CUTTING 
PUBLICITY, AD 
BUDGETS 





NBC is instituting its annual econ- 


omy campaign in its press, promo- 
tion and _  sales-promotion depart- 
ments. All last week execs passed 


judgment on what will be ex- 
punged from currently obtaining 
practices and _ routines. To date 


there have been no staff dismissals 
in any departments, nor are any 
contemplated. Walter 
Moore, who left the payroll of the 
press layout last week, will not be 


replaced. His work will be absorbed 
by others. 


Roughly, when the economizing is 
over, NBC will save about $6,000 
monthly in operation of the three 
departments. E. P. H. (Jimmy) 
James, chief of the department 
known technically as the ‘advertis- 
ing and sales promotion division of 
the publicity department,’ will re- 
duce the budget of the institutional 
ads NBC has been buying. Now un- 
derway are surveys to decide just 
where the oars are to be pulled in, 
and what forms of sales promotion 
are to cease. 


Clay Morgan, director of promo- 
tion, is in Europe, but his office will 
also have its budget sliced a bit. In 
Wayne Randall’s publicity depart- 
ment, mailing lists now receiving 
NBC handouts and other forms of 
press releases, such as the mat and 
picture services, are being scruti- 
nized and some of those now on the 
receiving end will be chonped. For 
instance, NBC now has 1,800 peri- 
odicals and persons on its Trade 
News file alone; a flock of these are 
to be scissored off. 


Already sent out in a broadside 
manner is a questionnaire to all 
parties and papers receiving NBC's 
advance program _ service. This 
weekly release, printed three weeks 
in advance, has always been a head- 
ache to the press boys—both giving 
and getting. Run off so far in ad- 
vance, it is naturally wide open to 
errors, and expensive to correct. 
Costing about $750 monthly to turn 


However, 


+ 


{Canada include the broadcasting of | 
| court trials; all discussions of birth 





out, NBC is now anxious to slough 
it. Understood that, after the ques- 
tionnaires are returned, an an- 
nouncement will be made that the 
advance service will pass and the 


Cost of printing, correcting, han- 
dling and mailing all NBC's pub- 
licity totals a flat $50,000 annually. 





Cashman Booneing 


Columbia Artists, Inc., has signed 
Ed Cashman as a talent scout. When 
not searching for performers, he will 
peddle acts around the ad agencies. 

For the past six years Cashman 
was attached to the CBS program | 
dept. 











AIR TABOOS 





COMMERCIALS 
CUT WAY DOWN 


No Birth Control, Court 
Trials, Fortune-Telling or 
Politics — Advertising 
Maximum 10% of Pro- 
gram Time—Beer and 
Wine Now Permitted in 
Some Spots 





EFFECTIVE NOV. 1 





Montreal, Sept. 21. | 
Effective Nov. 1, radio taboos in | 


control and venereal diseases; all 
programs presenting a person claim- 
ing to possess supernatural or psy- 
chic powers, such as so-called char- 
acter analysts or fortune-tellers; all 
broadcasting of dramatized political 
programs. 

In addition, according to the 
newly-determined regulations of the 
Federal-controlled Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp., advertising content 
must not exceed 10% of program 
time; all food and drug announce- 
ments must be submitted to the 
Dep’t. of National Health for ap- 
proval. before being broadcast; no 
mention of prices for products or 
services must go over the air; false 
news and false advertising is for- 
bidden; advertising of bonds or 
shares in mining or oil properties is 
ruled out; any insurance company 
sponsoring a program must be reg- 





istered with the Federal government 
to do business in Canada. 


Spot announcements, in toto, are 
restricted to two minutes of each 
broadcasting hour and will not ap- 
ply to the direct or indirect adver- 
tising of beers or wines. All spot 
announcements are banned between 
7:30-11:00 p.m. weekdays and will 


(Continued on page 41) 


New Regulations 
In Canada May 
Oust Transradio 


Victoria, B. C., Sept. 21. 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp. ban, 
effective next Sunday, against news- 
paper tie-ups, will drop Earl Kelly 
of the Vancouver Province, and Bill 
Newell of the Vancouver Sun off the 
western network. This follows an 
action of six months ago killing men- 
tion of newspaper affiliation, but 
continuing personal identification of 
reporters. 


Henceforth network news will 
originate from the Canadian Press 
Ass'n, and be broadcast only by net- 
work staff announcers on stipulation 
that news will be read as written 
by the wire ass’n. 

Further drastic regulation of 
-roadcast news is expected in No- 
vember and may drive Transradio 
out of Canada. Publishers dislike 
the sponsorship angle on Transradio 
News, with tactics seen as protec- 
tive. Propaganda charges, without 
details, that several recent Trans- 
radio dispatches on European politics 
contained expressions uncongenial to 
the British viewpoint. 

American ownership viewpoint of 
Transradio is given as the under- 
cover reason for moves to make 

peration difficult. Kelly and Newell 
will continue on purely local com- 
mercial Vancouver stations. Re- 
action from the public is expected 
as Kelly is elderly and philosophical 
in style and has a unique following 
and place in Western Canada. 

Transradio has been aggressively 
seeking Canadian stations as cus- 
tomers. 
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NBC, CBS Agree to Negotiate New 
Two-Yr; Pacts for Musicians; AFM 
Making Progress on All Fronts 





Success Story 


St. Paul, Sept. 21. 

Edith ‘Polly the Shopper’ 
Shedlov, ace femme gabber on 
KSTP, now knows the answer 
to ‘how long does it take to 
succeed in radio?’ 

First two years with the sta- 
tion she had no typewriter or 
desk, third year she achieved 
use of a drawer from someone 
else’s desk, fourth year she won 
an office to share. Her fifth [| 
anniversary with the station 
got her a completely equipped 
office of her own. Sixth anni 
recently was celebrated with 
proffer of a desk lamp. 


THOSE OFFICIAL 
SQUAWKERS G0 
RIGHT ON 











Washington, Sept. 21. 


Departure of Congress late last 
month put a silencer on blasts 
against both the radio industry and 
the F. C. C. emanating from Wash- 
ington’s loud speaker, but the brick- 
throwing is keeping. on. Law- 
makers who have been the loudest 
critics and advocates of a congres- 
sional probe have just transferred 
the scene of their activities te their 
home districts. 

Widespread, although informal, 
campaign to mobilize public sup- 
port for a sweeping inquiry is 
under way in several sectors, Sena- 
tor Burton K. Wheeler, chairman of 
the Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee and a leading exponent 
of a quiz along the lines of the 
White resolution, sounded off again 
shortly after returning to Montana. 
Representative Richard Wiggles- 
worth, of Massachusetts, who was a 
leader of the House probe gang, 
wangled more than a column of 
space for an interview with the 
Boston Post ‘in which he re-aired 
his monopoly assertions. Congress- 
man Robert Bacon, of New York, re- 
cruit industry-slammer, is seeking 
help in his drive for a grilling of 
industry lobbyists, mailing out 
wholesale copies of his resolution, 
which would turn the spotlight on 
a certain trade publication which, 
he says, is the mouthpiece of the 
‘vicious and arrogant lobby that in- 
fluences the radio industry and at- 
tempts to control the Federal Com- 
munications Commission.’ 

After keeping out of the spot- 
light for months, Commissioner 
George Henry Payne has resumed 
his single-handed efforts to round up 
the religious and educational groups. 
Speaks on the relationship between 
radio and the home Nov. 13 before 
the alumni of Sacred Heart College 
in Boston. 

Letters-to-the-editor 
stir up listener interest in more 
strict regulation is plotted by the 
committee of citizens interested in 
radio wearing the tag ‘Committee for 
the protection of the public in com- 
munications,’ headed by Paul Bailey, 
of New York. 


Meet Prof. Barnouw 


crusade to 





Erik Barnouw, one-time exec at 
the Erwin, Wasey agency, and a 
radio program producer, will con- 
duct an extension course in air 
scripting at Columbia U J this 
autumn. 

Ad man who turned prof steps up 
on the podium Monday (27). He 
formerly directed ‘Forum of Lib- 
erty,’ ‘Court of Human Relations’ 
and ‘Bobby Benson’ programs. 





Samuel Rosenbaum, of WFIL, 
Philadelphia, and chairman of 
the negotiating committee for 
the network affiliated stations, 
yesterday (Tuesday) submitted 
a memorandum and uniform 
contract covering the empley- 
ment of musicians by his bread- 
caster group. Joe Weber turned 
the memo and the contract form 
over to American Fed. of Musi- 
cians counsel preliminary te a 
two-party discussion. Memo con- 
cerns the binding factors be- 
tween the station group and the 
international union, while the 
contract is the one which will 
apply between stations and their 
local AFM branches. 

Executive board of the AFM, 
which has been in session since 
last Thursday (16), is slated to 
disband today (Wednesday) and 
convene at Weber’s next call. 





American Fed. of Musicians last 
week induced NBC and Columbia to 
start negotiating for new two-year 
contracts for their New York, Chi- 
cago and Los Angeles originating 
stations, despite the fact that present 
agreements with AFM locals for 
these spots have several months to 
go. 

Readiness of the networks to fol- 
low up the suggestion of the AFM’s 
executive board provided the high- 
light of the past week’s events, aris- 
ing from the federation’s campaign 
to increase the employment of mu- 
sicians in broadcasting. 

Webs agreed to act after Joe 
Weber, AFM prez, pointed out to 
them that it would be to their ad- 
vantage to get the matter of new 
contracts cleared up at this time and 
to make such agreements run ‘parallel 
to those which are to be issued to 
independent broadcasters. If the 
networks elected to wait until the 
current contracts expire, they would 


(Continued on page 36) 


FREDDA GIBSON WANTS 
OUT ON HIMBER PACT 


Fredda Gibson, whom Dick Him- 
ber labeled ‘The Gibson Girl’ as a 
stunt, is now trying to sever herself 
from Himber’s orchestra and is using 
‘infancy’ as her legal out. Claims 
she signed with Himber when under 
legal age. J. T. Abeles is represent- 
ing her. 

Miss Gibson claims a 25% mana- 
gerial split to Himber, plus another 
10% to agents booking her on the 
Lucky Strike Hit Parade, both with 
the Himber and Mark Warnow or- 
chestras, so that her $200 a week 
from both hour shows dwindles $70, 
allegedly. 

Lord and Thomas agency on L. S. 
this week was apprised by Miss Gib- 
son’s counsel disaffirming her con- 
tract with Himber and _ insisting 
her salary be paid direct, and not 
through Himber as heretofore. 


King Sustaining 


Wayne King and orch, upon open- 
ing an engagement Sat. (25) at the 
Palmer House, Chi, commence their 
first sustaining broadcasting in more 
than three years with a late-night 
Mutual wire. During that sans-sus- 
taining stretch -the band clung 
strictly to its commercial airing for 
Lady Esther cosmetics. 

When the King crew did its last 
N. Y. hotel stand, at the Waldorf, 
15 months ago, the orch leader nixed 
a late-night sustaining wire. 


MARBLE IN PHILLY 
Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 
WCAU has added another gabber 
to its staff as the result of the five- 
day week, recently instituted. 
He is Harry Marble, from WORL, 
Boston. 
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Mutual Grabbing Top Orch Names 


Away from CBS, 


Mutual network’s drive to get the 
leading name orchs and top hotels 
which use bigger bands to take sus- 
taining wires for late-night dance 
music-dishing, continues to spread 
successfully. MBS has passed CBS 
and both the NBC nets in the num- 
ber of name bands using its fa- 
cilities. 

Method employed by Mutual to 
bait the bands and hotels is to offer 
a guaranteed number of and specific 
stations, and to broadside ballyhoo. 
CBS and NBC do neither of these. 
Both the bigger webs bend all their 
publicity efforts towards commer- 
cial programs. And they do not 
promise definite stations. An orch 
punching out music from a night 
spot late at night never knows 
whether it is getting the full spread 
or is being shunted off to the south- 
south-western slice of the network. 

Mutual makes its offers very clear 
when approaching a spot, and stress- 
es that WOR, New York, and WGN, 
Chicago, will definitely be in. Use 
of these two broadcasters also helps, 
in that most of the name bands are 
ensconced in either of these towns 
and like the prestige of riding a 
station in the locality. 

Neither CBS nor NBC seem to be- 
grudge Mutual its groove. Both the 
big webs cling to their policies of 
cancelling a carded late-night sus- 
tainer to pick up special events. 

Among the topflight orchs now 
riding Mutual are Vincent Lopez, 
Kay Kyser, Wayne King, Ted 
Weems, Joe Sanders, Tommy Dor- 
sey, George Olsen, Leo Reisman, 
Fred Waring, Eddie Duchin and 
Benny Goodman. When Cab Callo- 
into 
their autumn night spots this month 
they, too, will use Mutual. 

Sites using crews which have been 
tied up by Mutual exclusively are 
the Waldorf, Plaza and Biltmore 
hotels in N. Y., and the Palmer 
House, Drake, Trianon, Aragon and 
Blackhawk in Chicago. Chief man- 
ner of getting these tied was Mu- 
tual’s offer to let the spots insert 
broad plugs in the announcer’s copy 
when ushering their bands on and 
off the ozone. 

Not only are descriptions of the 
places o. k., but types of and identi- 
ties in the floor-shows are also per- 
missible. There is very little cut- 
ting done of the copy, either. Both 
CBS and NEC rigidly keep all plugs 
out save several adjectives to 
brighten the mention of the places’ 
names, 





LEVY MAY GO INTO 


NEWSPAPER BIZ YET 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 


Long-latent yen of Doc Levy, 
WCAU prexy, to be a publisher, may 
soon be gratified. Radioman is put- 
ting up a large share of the b.r. 
with which Moe Annenberg is at- 
tempting to buy the Philly Evening 
Ledger from John C. Martin. An- 
nenberg is publisher of the Philly 
Inquirer and New York Morning 
Telegraph. 

Levy for several years has been 
reported interested in purchasing 
the paper. He admitted this interest 
last February, but said at the time 
that he wouldn't consider taking the 
Ledger because of his lack of pub- 
lishing experience. Annenberg has 
had plenty of experience, which 
makes him an ideal partner for 
Levy. 


Kirk to Coast to Set 
Powell-Loy Program 











Myron Kirk, Ruthrauff & Ryan’s 
v. p. in charge of radio, flew to 
Hollywood Sunday (19) to iron out 
the details of a contract for William 
Powell and Myrna Loy, with Rinso 
(Lever Bros.) the sponsor. Program 
calls for the pair’s doing a series of 
Dashiell Hammett scripts. Walt Dis- 
ney show for the same account is 
cold. 

While on the coast, Kirk will also 
look into a suggestion for teaming 
Robert Taylor and Barbara Stan- 
wyck in a script series for one of 
R & R’s accounts. 

Clark Andrews, chief dramatic 
producer for the agency, also flew 
to the Coast Sunday. 





Nadine Stanley, dramatic song- 
stress, intro’d by WDRC, Hartford, 
with Al White accompanying. 


NBC for Sustaining 


,. 





Judge and Jury 





Milwaukee, Sept. 21. 

Mail-puller phenom on WTMJ 
is ‘Doghouse Court,’ which of- 
fers $1 to listeners for discover- 
ing errors broadcast over the 
station. Accusesd comes be- 
fore the ‘Doghouse Court’ each 
Monday afternoon, with those 
in attendance being judge, 
prosecuting attorney and wit- 
nesses. 

If judged guilty, the person 
sending in the accusation gets 
a buck. If more than one 
caught the error, coin goes to 
the person who has suggested 
the most novel punishment. 


COMBO RATES 
ON WAY OUT 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 
With sales still on the upgrade and 
time becoming more and more a 
premium ‘item, stations are now be- 
ginning to clear away all the trick 


coin and rate deals which they for- 
merly accepted gladly. But with the 
coin box bulging, and the managers 
smoking three-for-50c cigars once 
more, the station men are getting 
mighty uppity about what deals 
they’ll accept. 


Particularly getting the bump-out 
and heave-o are the trick combina- 
tion deals permitted to advertisers 
for non-continuous periods. For- 
merly the stations permitted an ad- 
vertiser to group several scattered 
periods and rate it as a combination 
time purchase. But this has been, 
and is being, kayoed rapidly by the 
bigger stations, with the smaller 
transmitters only waiting for the 
time when they get powerful enough 
to follow suit. 


From now on the stations want 
the time periods to run together on 
the clock before they will permit 
any combination rate discount, 


While the stations are killing off 
strung-out combination rates, the 
great bulk of the transmitters are 
permitting combo deals where there 
are several products strung together 
in a series, with the products all 
controlled by a single sponsor. 


But in at least one instance al- 
ready one leading station has banned 
even that type of combination rating. 
Station is WDAF, Kansas City, 
which now insists that no combina- 
tion rate will be permitted where 
the products are different, even if 
the same general advertiser con- 
trols it all, 


Jennings Gets Becker 
Spot in Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, Sept. 21. 


Robert G. Jennings became pro- 
gram director of WLW and WSAI 
this week, by appointment of Powel 
Crosley, Jr. For the past several 
months he served as assistant gen. 
mgr. of WSAI. 

Move-up of Jennings fills the va- 
cancy left last November when Don 
Becker left, later joining Trans- 
american. During the interim Bob 
Kennett, production manager of both 
stations, temporarily assumed the 
added duties of program director. 

No other posts are affected by the 
Jennings advancement. 























Ky. Cupid Busy 
Louisville, Sept. 21. 


Dan Cupid has been a busy lad 
around the local radio studios lately. 
Epidemic was started by Joe Fox, 
WHAS technician, who was recently 
married to Geraldine Thompson, 
WAVE assistant program director 
and pianist. Then Earl Holmlund, 
WHAS technician, went to the altar 
with his childhood sweetheart from 
Missouri, a non-pro. 

Hugh Sutton, WHAS production, 
will become a benedict. in October, 
bride also a non-pro, and at least two 
other members of the WHAS staff 
are contemplating wedlock before 
the snow flies. 





Bob Stanley Set 


Bob Stanley is the new pop music 
director at WOR. Fills the vacancy 
left when Nat Brusiloff scrammed 
two months ago; latter is now mu- 
sical chief at WMCA, N. Y. 

Alfred Wallenstein continues as 
general director at WOR, and per- 
sonally handles serious music, 


M-G Airer May 
Switch GF Show 
From NBC to CBS 


Maxwell House Coffee may move 
over to CBS, if and when.it closes 
for the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer stu- 
dio show. Switch from NBC would 
eliminate the opposition from Major 
Edward Bowes and have the coffee 
account’s show following the Chrys- 
ler Co.’s stanza, 10 to 11 p.m. EST 
Thursday. Realignment also would 
put Columbia in the position of air- 
ing three one-hour commercials 
consecutively that particular eve- 
ning, a situation which has been the 
NBC-Red’s exclusively for over five 
years. 


Benton & Bowles, agency on the 
Maxwell House account, declared 
Monday (19) that the deal with 
Metro may be closed by this Friday 
(24), but that there are still lots of 
difficulties to hurdle. Also that 
General Foods hasn’t decided 
whether to attach a cereal to the 
program, or let the Maxwell House 
tag prevail exclusively. 


Indications are that, if Maxwell 
House retires from its present spot 
on the NBC-red, Kraft Cheese will 
be the next tenant, moving back an 
hour from its present allocation on 
the red link. 


RAJAH RABOID WOULD 
LIKE TO BE IN AGAIN 


Rajah Raboid, stage mentalist, has 
been around tapping indie New 
York stations, trying to get back on 
the air. Half a dozen years ago 
Raboid was a big click on the air, in 
the era when mentalists were on the 
ozone all over’ the country. When 
the FCC frowned on such acts, most 
of the stations decided it was good 
judgment to ban ’em on their wave- 
lengths. 

Among the stations recently 
touched by Raboid is WBNX, Bronx, 
on which he appeared some years 
ago and, out of contributions flood- 
ing in, averaged $1,000 a week. He 
also had a mop-up run in 1931 on 
WCBM, Baltimore. 

Mentalist has not yet had an aye 
from any broadcaster on his pro- 
posal to return to the ether, al- 
though the FCC never called him 
down. 

















SO HE BUYS A CALLIOPE 


Actor-Banjoist Told to Join the 
Union, But Finds Way Out 








James Scribner, who scripts and 
does a solo protean acting job on 
‘The Johnson Family,’ nightly serial 
on Mutual sustaining, is now using 
a calliope to fade on and off his pro- 
gram, For years he has used his 
cwn banjo accomp, but when he 
moved the origin of his program 
from WLW to WOR, N. Y., musi- 
cians’ Local 802 decreed that he 
would have to hire a banjoist while 
he waited six months to have an ap- 
plication for union membership 
passed on. 

Wishing to duck hiring a union 
banjoist, or wait that long, Scribner 
bought a second-hand calliope and 
now uses the mechanical instrument 
to play ‘Dixie,’ with which he iden- 
tifies his program. 





Spreading Sauce 
Chicago, Sept. 21. 

Lea & Perrins sauce has decided 
to spread its announcement cam- 
paign this season, following the click 
of tests last year. 

Placed through the Schwimmer & 
Scott agency, announcements will be 
spotted in some 35 cities from coast 
to coast. All plugs will be intro- 
duced by a special novelty sound 
effect conceived by Cecil Widdi- 





field, S. & S. chieftain. 
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Inside Stuf—Radio 


Patriotic knob-twiddlers, listening in on an NBC program being aired 
from George Washington’s tomb at Mount Vernon, last week, were startled 
when a melancholy bugle, playing ‘Taps,’ mingled with the U. S. Army 
Band’s rendition of ‘The Star Spangled Banner.’ , 

Tangled tunes were traced to the zealousness of Congressman Sol Bloom 
of N. Y., who, as director-general of the U. S. Constitution Sesquicentennial 
Commission, was running the show. Determined that a bugle cali was 
necessary for the solemnity of the occasion, Congressman Bloom dug up a 
bugler; but neglected to give the man the proper cue. Mistake was recti- 
fied in time for the Army to continue the National Anthem without further 
distractions, but listeners are still trying to figure out the reason for the 
medley. 


—__———=2 











Parks Johnson, on ‘Vox Pop’ over NBC, gave an example of the care 
taken on such programs to prevent ‘slams’ at other products advertised via 
NBC when he twice checked an interviewee extol!ing the benefits of mate 
(South American drink). Man, an executive of a N. Y. company handling 
the product, was explaining to Johnson nature of his drink. He said that 
it had the stimulating effect of both tea and coffee, ‘without their bad after 
effects.’ 

‘No, you don’t mean that,’ interjected Johnson. Whereupon the man 
repeated the statement. ‘Tea and coffee have no such ill effects on me,’ 
said Johnson pronto. . Exec replied that they both keep him from sleeping, 

‘That is individual with you,’ insisted Johnson, as he switched the con- 
versation to other channels. 





Charity tax on broadcast tickets was inaugurated by Harry Maizlish 
at KFWB in Hollywood last week at broadcast of Haven MacQuarrie’s 
‘Do You Want To Be An Actor’ (now a sustainer) amateur turn. Capacity 
turnout of 400 poured out $50 to the Childrens Breakfast Fund, which 
accounted for more than six cents a head, the stipulated figure. 

Gus Edwards’ ‘School Days,’ bankrolled by L. A. Soap Co., will be 
the first commercial to carry the levy. Monies collected go to fund which 
supplies warm breakfasts for poor school kids. Many of those who at- 
tended the MacQuarrie show donated coins up to a dollar, waiving the 
change. Maizlish said there wasn’t a single dissent on the charity tap. 





Crackdown tendencies of Frank R. McNinch, new F. C. C. chairman, 
riled broadcast representatives in Washington last week. Any hope that 
the new radio czar might not be as tough as he has been painted wags 
dashed when the Federal Power Commission decided to cite hearings on 
requests of several key men in the public utility business for permits 
to hold executive posts or directorates in more than one electric light 
company. McNinch was credited with having induced the F. P. C. to start 
a crusade expected to wind up in government ousting of scores of power 
magnates from cushy jobs. 





Broadcasters have been handed specimens of the sort of paint which the 
U. S. Government expects to be used in marking radio towers, in con- 
formity with aviation and radio regulations. Redecoration of antennas 
which are not daubed with the proper tints is required. 

Swatches of ‘international orange’ have been prepared by the Bureau 
of Standards to provide a uniform shading for all tower-smearers. Doubtful 
licensees can obtain a small piece of cardboard, brighter than a fire engine, 
for comparison with samples offered by hardware dealers. 





WLW Line has enough business under contract to give it $142,000 a 
month in billings. Link, with the Transamerican Broadcasting & Tele- 
vision Corp. as sales agents, started operating less than four months ago, 

Among the accounts using the line, having WLW, Cincinnati, and WHN, 
New York, as the main axis, are Bristol-Myers, Drugs, Inc., Mennen, 
E. Griffith-Hughes, Inc., Lehn & Fink, E. M. Rose & Co., Barbasol, Kel- 
logg’s, Beaumont Laboratories and Lydia Pinkham. 





Emil Gough described Monday (20) as absolutely baseless the report 
that W. R. Hearst was unloading KEHE, Los Angeles, and KYA, San Fran- 
cisco. Report had it that Earle C. Anthony was ready to bargain for KEHE 
in order to provide NBC programs with a replacement outlet for KECA, 
local blue link release which Anthony owns. 

Hearst is said to have had a survey of Coast radio made with a view te 
selling both stations. 





J. Walter Thompson has two shows spotted against each other in the 
New York area Thursday nights. One is the Rudy Vallee-Fleischmann 
stanza on WEAF and the other is a new series on WQXR in behalf of the 
Mammond Organ Co. Latter runs from 8 to 8:30. 

Fleischmann, a Standard Brands unit, is handled by Thompson's N. Y. 


office, while the Hammond account clears through the agency’s Chicago 
division, 





Chicago radio editors are threatening to take cracks at WBBM since 
the Columbia key isn’t in on the co-operative educational programs being 
run by Board of Education, newspapers, and six other stations. 

Truth is, WBBM didn’t have a daytime sustaining across-the-board spot 
and, besides, claims that it is doing its share of educating. 





Constitution Day address of President Roosevelt, last Friday, was picked 
up via electrical transcription by WNEW and broadcast Saturday morning 
at 6:30 a. m. for the benefit of early listeners who missed the late-night 
speech. Recording was made by means of a direct Pipe to one of the nete 
works. Permission was granted by the White House. 


Radio Ad Lecturers | NEWSCAST AS PIC 











San Francisco, Sept. 21. 

Ten weeks’ lecture course in 
‘Radio Advertising’ will be given by 
Lindsey Spight, John Blair & Com- 
pany’s Pacific Coast manager, for 
the University of California Exten- 
sion Division here, starting Wednes- 
day (22). 

Among subjects to be covered by 
Spight are ‘Radio as an Advertising 
Medium,’ ‘The Influence of Radio 
Advertising with Both Consumers 
and Retailers,’ ‘How to Merchandise 
the Radio Campaign,’ ‘Commercial 
Program Production,’ and ‘Network 


Operations and Station Manage- 
ment.’ 





LUNKE TO CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 

James R. Lunke moving the head- 
quarters of his advertising agency 
from Seattle to Chicago. 

Now concentrating on Chicago En- 
gineering, air conditioning school 
here, which is using spot programs 
in some 70 cities around the nation. 





HOUSE FEATURE 


San Francisco, Sept. 21. 

John B. Hughes’ nightly newscasts 
for the General Motors Acceptance 
Corp., aired over the Mutual-Don 
Lee web from the studios of KFRC 
here, are being heard in five the- 
atres in Imperial Valley (Cal.) cities 
as a regular feature preceding the 
running of the evening’s motion pic- 
tures. Hughes broadcasts from 6:45 
to 7 p.m. PST. 

Theatres ballyhoo the news pro- 
grams with large signs in front of 
the lobbies. Houses using the 
broadcasts include the Holtville, in 
the city of the same name, and the 
Valley and United Artists theatres in 
El Centro. 








‘ELLA CINDERS’ FOR RADIO 

William Conselman, 20th-Fox 
scripter is in New York on a busi- 
ness and pleasure trip. 

He’s negotiating with National 
Broadcasting Co. on possibility of 
putting his ‘Ella Cinders’ cartoon 
strip on a radio program. 
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Night-Time Wakes Up 


Look Mag Spread on Late Hours a Pleasure for 
Stations 


> 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 

That stepchild of radio sales man- 
agers, the post-10 p.m, time, has sud- 
denly gotten its face washed ahd 
clothes pressed, and is being intro- 
duced into polite commercial society. 
Trick of taking the unwanted baby 
of the ether family and turning it 
into a respectable sponsor-satisfying 
period is the accomplishment result- 
ing from the marriage of the Look 
magazine account and the Schwim- 
mer & Scott agency here. 


Since taking over the ether billing 
of Look some four weeks ago, S. & S. 
has suddenly made the entire radio 
business night-time conscious, and 
has shown stations and advertisers 
how to turn into a useful advertising 
force a period which was formerly 
burned away. 

Look, through S. & S., is now buy- 
ing as much as a full 60-minute 
period nightly in some 20 cities. 
Based on the morning musical clock 
principle, the Look spot periods, as 


’ arranged by the S. & S. agency, de- 


liver news flashes, time signals, 
weather reports and recorded music. 

Cities now being used are Mil- 
waukee, Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, 
Des Moines, Cedar Rapids, Philadel- 
phia, New York, Washington, Balti- 
more, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Boston, 
with Minneapolis, Denver, Los An- 
geles, San Francisco, Dallas, Indian- 
apolis, Omaha and Kansas City set 
to follow shortly. 

In the four weeks that the Look 
plugging has been on the air, its 
sales have zoomed as much as 150% 
in certain towns, according to sur- 
veys. And station managers through- 
out the country are snapping up this 
survey to show it around to other 
agencies and advertisers as proof 
that the late evening hours are com- 
mercially useful. 

It marks for the radio business the 
first time a national advertiser of 
outstanding rating has tackled the 
ozone at a period which had for- 
merly been passed up by the radio 
advertising field. For this reason 
the stations are watching the results 
keenly and are preparing to make 
commercial hay out of a situation 
they have been waiting for for a 
long time. 


P & GNO LIKE 
AIR CONFLICTS 


Procter & Gamble is taking its 
Chipso account from the Compton 
agency as soon as arrangements can 
be completed and giving it to Pedlar 
& Ryan. Transfer has been decided 
upon to meet P. & G.’s newly adopted 
policy of giving its products which 
compete with one another to differ- 
ent agencies. Compton still retains 
Ivory Flakes. Pedlar & Ryan handles 
Camay soap, which is not a distinct 
rival to Chipso. 

Shift in accounts will give Pedlar 
& Ryan three programs for P. & G. 
on both NBC nets: ‘Road of Life’ 
and ‘Vie and Sade’ for Chipso, and 
‘Pepper Young’s Family’ for Camay. 
Compton will have left, after losing 
the couple of Chipso Shows, ‘Mary 
Marlin,’ ‘The O’Neill’s’ and ‘Gospel 
Singer.’ These three likewise ride 
the NBC webs. All the programs are 
daytime quarter-hour five-a-weekers. 

Two other agencies, Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert, and H. W. Kastor, 
divide between them the other radio 
biz placed by P. & G. No change in 
the setup of these two agencies 
contemplated by the advertiser, 
Since neither handles any account 


which conflicts with another in the 
Same office. 











WILLSON BACK HOME 

Ft. Worth, Tex., Sept. 21. 
Parker O. Willson, former WBAP 
announcer and more recently an 
actor on CBS and NBC out of Chi- 
cago, has returned to the WBAP as 
m.c. for the Light Crust Doughboys. 
it's a J. Walter Thompson account. 








Poet’s Corner 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 
Schedule for WBBM on 
Thursday evenings shows 


David Ross from 7:30-8:00, Tony 
Wons 9:30-45, and Franklyn 
McCormick 10:00-15. 

Sneerers at poetry readers 
are planning weekly field days. 


TEACHING "EM HOW 
TO USE FREE TIME 


St. Paul, Sept. 21. 

With most of the donated-time 
programs for civie, social and edu- 
cational organizations resulting in 
punk program fodder because of the 
lack of radio-technique knowledge 
on the part of these organizations, 
KSTP has stepped out to bring this 
phase of the station’s broadcast 
schedules up to a higher level. 

Remedy offered is an educational 
broadcasting conference. Reps of 
parent-teacher groups, schools, safety 
Organizations and other clubs who 
get free time and use it badly be- 
cause of inexperience, have been in- 
vited to attend by Thomas Dunning 
Rishworth, the station’s educational 
director. Nationally-known educa- 
tors and broadcasters will be hauled 
to the Twin Cities at the expense of 
KSTP’s red link te put on the show. 

Session will consist of round-table 
discussions, a look-see for the tyros 
at actual radio production, and a 
complete course in program plan- 
ning, production and mike technique. 


CKY, Winnipeg, Switching 
To 760 to Avoid Montreal 


Montreal, Sept. 21. 

Sequel to a series of squawks from 
dwellers in Canada’s northland that 
their chief Canadian rzedio source, 
CKY of Winnipeg, is being seriously 
interfered with by CRCM, Montreal, 
and an unidentified Mexican station, 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
wiil change the wave length of the 
Winnipeg station to 760. 


Previously, both the Montreal and 
Winnipeg stations had the same 
wave lengths, this creating recep- 
tion difficulties in central or south- 
ern Canada, and allocated on the 
assumption that both stations were 
far enough apart not to interfere 
with each other. Northerners admit 
they get all the European stations on 
short wave, with particularly good 
reception from the British stations. 


They have been advised by CBC 
that interference from the Mexican 
station is expected to be obviated 
when the allocation of wave lengths 
among the countries of North and 
South America is to be considered 
at an international conference to be 
held at Havana in November. 























Here Come the Marines 


cro 


Washington, Sept. 21. 
Co-operation on the part 
Washington newspaper and _ radio 
station last week brought almost in- 
stant word of his mother’s death to 
a young man traveling through the 
west. 


Although his whereabouts were 
unknown, a special broadcast ar- 
ranged by two Utah stations—KLO, 
Ogden, and KDYL, Salt Lake City, 
located Robert O’Leary, Jr., of 
Washington, in time for him to 
reach Washington within 24 hours of 
his mother’s passing. 

Locating of O’Leary and his bride 
of a few days was made possible by 
the Washington Herald and National 
Broadcasting Co.’s local studios. Ap- 
pealed to by the newspaper, NBC in- 
structed its Utah stations to broad- 
cast an appeal which was heard by 
the honeymooners. 
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McNinch Can’t Take Over 


URGE 











Yet, but Much Specula- 
tion About When He 
Will — Sparks Not Ex- 


pected to Fly Much Be- 
fore the Winter 





3-MEN DIVISIONS? 


Washington, Sept. 21. 


Reorganization of the. . Federal 
Communications. Commission, ac- 
cording to blue-print by Pres. 


Roosevelt, will be delayed for sev- 
eral weeks. No sparks are expected 
to fly before winter, with both the 
industry and Commish staff tight- 
roping indefinitely. 

Start of the purge, which will 
take the form of realignment of the 
present divisions, was deferred last 
week when Frank R. MeNinch, 
nominated by the White House to 
wield the broom as temporary chair- 
man, found it impossible to take 
over the post of the late Anning S. 
Prall before early October. Press- 
ing business of the Power Commis- 
sion, which he has chairmanned for 
four years, retards the shift, origi- 
nally timed for Monday (20). 


First move towards fumigating 
remains a secret, with insiders and 
outsiders alike wondering what 
MeNinch’s sailing orders are. (New 
chairman has had two tete-a-tetes 
with the President in the time since 
his surprise nomination was sprung 
on Congress.) Meanwhile, the pres- 
ent Commissioners are marking 
time, tackling no contested cases. 


Cutting It Up 


Sireamlining of the present set- 
up looks probable. Word has passed 
that three-man divisions, dealing 
with broadcasting, telephone, and 
telegraph matters, are to be 
scrapped. May be five-man panels, 
or possibly the subdivision idea will 
be ashcanned entirely. 


Prospect that the directors of the 
present divisions will emerge as far 
more potent (éxecutives than in the 
past has thé''industry lobby upset. 
Since the F. ©..C. was born, nobody 
has bothered>‘to’ cultivate these in- 
dividuals, who “have been hidden 
from publie’ gaze,: relatively un- 
known. 1 

Discussion includes an idea that 
the revitalized Commish will decide 
to rule on all cases, with prelimi- 
nary work being parceled out 
among the various members or al- 
lotted to the different directors. 
This might mean that one of the sep- 
tet would take over amateur stuff, 
another would watch mobile radio 
(aviation, police, etc.), another 
would tackle short-wave broadcast- 
ing (including television), another 
would be responsible for wireless 
telegraphy, another would super- 
vise commercial broadcasting, etc. 
Or it might result in turning every 
application over directly to the 
present division directors for pre- 
liminary scrutiny and advice as to 


procedure (examination at public 
hearing or grant without further 
analysis). 


Kiieen’s Spot 
If any such revolution takes place, 


ness at the start with John F. Kileen, 
who has occupied the roost as Broad- 
cast Division director from the incep- 
tion of the Commish, but who has 
been completely neglected by the 
industry. Many broadcast reps do 
not even know his name, let alone 
his background. 

Likelihood that the three-man di- 
visions will be expanded is receiv- 
ing more attention. There is talk, 
within the Commish as well as out- 
side, of knitting the organization 
more closely by having each of the 
seven members sit on two branches. 

Arrangement of this sort would 
| be most satisfactory to both incum- 
| bents on the F. C. C. and industry 

people. Would mean the addition 





OBER 


broadcasters would have to do busi- | 








What, No Top Hat? 





Portland, Ore., Sept. 21 
Add to line charges, talent 
charges, time costs, etc., this 
new one—tuxedo rates. 
Leading radio station in town 
billed a sponsor for the extra 
charge because its announcer 
was commissioned to dress up 
for a Sunday night program. 


CBS PROGRAM DEPT 
SHIFTING PERSONNEL 


CBS program department in New 
York is going through a little fall 
reshuffling. Department, for a start, 
has changed program idea men and 
musie divisions heads. 














assistant to William Lewis, CBS pro- 
gram chief, to No. 1 heavy thinker 
on program ideas, has resigned. 
James Burke, who formerly had 
charge of the program information 
department, is replacing him. Other 
change concerns Frederic Bethel, 
head of the music division and pro- 
duetion man on Chesterfield. David- 
son Taylor, who is currently in 
Europe, will take over the music 
division assignment. 





of one Republican and one Demo- 
erat to the Broadcast Division, prob- 
ably Col. Thad H. Brown (Repub- 
lican) and Comdr. T. A. M. Craven 
(nominal Democrat). Thus Craven, 
technical expert, would be able to 
get a seat on the Broadcast bench 
without the necessity of deposing 
Judge Eugene O. Sykes, veteran 
regulator, who now is the division 
chairman. “4 





Open Publicity 


One new policy—complete pub- 
licity for all official action—will fol- 
low McNinch’s ascension to the 
F. C. C. chairmanship. In sharp con- 
trast with the attitude of the Com- 
mish ever since it was established, 
the Power Commission always has 
followed a course of working in a 
spotlight. 

Extent of the probable revolution 
in public relations was foreshadowed 
last week when MecNinch told the 
press he will not take over for an- 
other week. He promised to call a 
press conference directly after tak- 
ing the oath, an extraordinary inno- 
vation since, under the Prall regime, 
no member ever held a formal meet- 
ing with reporters enmasse. Fur- 
thermore, he promised to be acces- 
sible at all times to scribblers with 
a legitimate request for facts or a 
serious interest in Commish activi- 
ties. 

This would mark a radical depar- 


ture from former customs, where 
reporters were given the cold 
shoulder treatment by numerous 


Commish members, as well as sub- 
ordinates. In the past three years, 
favoritism between legmen has been 
notorious, while the press on the 
whole has been blocked, but law- 
yers representing radio clients have 
had pipelines. 
Marking Time 

While waiting for McNinch to put 
|his hand on the throttle, other Com- 
| missioners have, by informal under- 
| standing, laid off controversial mat- 
ters. Haven't even bothered to give 
|Comdr. Craven a tentative assign- 
| ment to any division— thus leaving 
the broadcast business caught be- 
tween one Republican and one 
Democrat, who, fortunately, seldom 
disagree violently—and have been 
doing little outside of routine busi- 
ness. 





cleaning up odds and ends left over 
from his job as chief engineer. Ma- 
jor job requiring finishing touches 
is the economic report on allocation 
problems which was promised sev- 
eral months ago, when the technical 
staff advised the Commish that super- 
power is feasible and recommended 
creation of several new station cate- 
gories. 





While tethered, Craven has been | 


WARD and WLTH, Brocklyn, Silenced 
By FCC; Operation ‘Irregularities 


© ssiialninnstanemnamisias 


Stewart Wells, who doubled from |} 


Washington, Sept. 21. 


Irregularities in operation pro- 
vided grounds upon which the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
three months ago voted to s.lence 
stations WARD and WLTH, Brsok- 
lyn, giving their share of the 1,400 
ke. berth to WBBC, Brooklyn, rec- 
ords revealed last week. Formal 
statement of facts upon which the 
decision was based was unveiled 
Thursday (16), day after the orcers 


in the five-year-old scramble be- 
came effective. 

With the settlement slated for 
court review, the Commish pub- 


lished grounds for its opinion, show- 
ing that bleats about protram serv- 
ice were the principal reasons for 
concluding that continued operviion 
of the two gagged _ transmitters 
would not be in the public interest. 
By ruling these plants off the air, 
the Commish knifed the sale to 
Kings Broadcasting Co., subsidiary 
of The Day (Jewish newspaper). 

Decision, which gives WBBC 
three-quarters time and denies the 
plea of WEVD, New York, for ex- 
clusive occupancy of this ribbon, 
was accompanied by a _ dissenting 
opinion from retired vice-chairman 
Irvin Stewart, who said th:“ all four 
prior users of 1,400 (WARD, WLTH, 
WVFW, and WBBC) ought to be put 
out of business. Stewart favored 
shifting WEVD from 1,300, praising 
the management of the transmitter 
for devoting its best time ‘to the 
public, rather than to advertisers.’ 

Review 

Review of the controversy, which 
was initiated jn 1932, found the ma- 
jority—Commissioners Eugene O. 
Sykes, Norman S. Case, Thad H. 
Brown, and the late Anning S. Prall 
—agreeing that WARD and WLTH 
had offended so much that it was 
imperative to clear them off the 
1,400 frequency. Also were in ac- 

(Continued on page 36) 


TELEVISH CLICK 








AT PARIS EXPQ 


—_—-—_——. 


Paris, Sept. 21. 

Television broadcasts, presented 
every Wednesday, Thursday and 
Saturday from 4-5 p.m. and from 
5-7 on Sunday, are proving a great 
attraction at the Radio Pavilion at 
the expo. 

Visitors get a kick out of watch- 
ing the actors performing their parts 
in an isolated studio and_ their 
images as they appear on a small 
screen outside the studio at the 
same time. 

Interesting in this pavilion also is 
the latest thing here in a phono- 
graph, radio and television receiv- 
ing set. Instrument looks more like 
a clothes closet than it does a mu- 
sical instrument, but it’s catching a 
lot of eyes. 


Page Gilman, Don’s Boy, 











Files Marriage Papers 
San Franciseo, Sent. 21. 
Page Gilman, ‘Jack Bar>dour’ of 
‘One Man’s Family,” NBC s2-‘al, is 
expectcd to marry Jean Meredith La 
Fontaine this week. Couple filed no- 
tice of intention to wed at Redwood 
City, a peninsular suburb, last Fri- 
day (17). Under California law they 
will have to wait three days before 
the marriage license is issued. 
Gilman, who gave his age as 19, 
has been on the local NBC dramatic 


staff since he was nime years old. 
He is the son of Don E. Gilman, 
NBC vice-prexy in charge of the 


Western Division. Miss La Fontaine, 
22, and Gilman were formerly stu- 
dents at Lowell High School here, 
Gilman is now a senior at Stanford, 


Reuben Peterson, Jr., is the new 
pD.a. at Erwin, Wasey & Co., New 
York. Innes Harris now confining 
himself to radio. 
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*VANITY FAIR’ 
With Bert Trendler orchestra, Cal) 

Tinney, Eileen Barton, Sheilah | 

Graham, Larry Duncan and Doug-. 

las Wilson ; 
Comedy, Chatter, Music, Singing, 

Imitation | 
30 Mins. 
CAMPANA | 
Monday, 8:30 p.m., EDST 
W.IZ-NBC, New York ee 

New Campana entry has requisite | 
ingredients for a program that will | 
hold listeners and build. Right now} 
it has too many ingredients, some of | 
which don’t fit smoothly. It’s to the| 
credit of the production lads that so) 
many varied materials slice in so} 
trimly. A little judicious pruning) 
may give the broadcast the rugged-| 
ness required without marring gen-| 
eral idea. 

Cal Tinney looks like a comer. 
Billed as hailing from Oklahoma, his| 
dry humor has much the same twist | 
as the late Will Rogers. It is not) 
exactly an imitation, and only in the| 
matter touched on and the drawl| 
is it strongly reminiscent. Tinney | 
seemed to feel the responsibility of| 
being m.c. and chief comic. But he'll} 
build, especially if he watches his| 
material. Doesn't seem to have} 
mastered the value of a well-spotted | 


ause. 

* Sheilah Graham, designated as an 
authoress and newspaper columnist, 
is brought by wire from Hollywood 
though the show emanates in Chi- 
cago. Some of her film gossip was 
new; some was old, but none of it 
especially good. Her English accent, 
which at times seemed affected, is a 
drawback. Radio listeners over the 
U. S. won’t like it spilled out that 
way. Her backhanded crack at Hol- 
lywood, too, didn’t fit. 

The personable singing 11l-year- 
old, Eileen Barton, proved a solid 
click in two songs. laced too near 
the tailend to be effective in the 
final one. Her singing and cute 
handling of numbers is an asset. 
Douglas Wilson, billed as being only 
16, displays range and nice voice. 
Looks like they’ve uncovered a 
comer. Larry Duncan, given to the 
radio audience as the man of a 
thousand voices, contributed a fair- | 
ish imitation of Eddie Cantor in a 
blah skit. 

Commercial palaver is smart copy. 

Wear. 


‘MELODIC CONTRASTS’ 

Al Roth’s Orchestra and company 
Music, Singing 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Monday, 9 p.m., EDST 
WJZ-NBC, New York 

New conception of handling a half 
hour of tunes has been skillfully 
worked out under Al Roth’s direc- 
tion, with his musicians highlighted. 
Comes closer to being. something 
apart and different in the musical 
line than anything that has come 
along on the networks. Broadcast 
possibly loses a bit by not having the 
announcer briefiy describe numbers 
and tends to bog down at the finish 
when nearly 15 minutes is devoted 
to one motif. However, future pro- 
duction juggling should smooth this 
out. Then it certainly rates high 
sponsorship. 

Opening with ‘You Can’t Have 
Everything,’ with the chorus working 
in easy style with the orch, this Roth 
person has judiciously shifted from 
one tempo to another, from one type 
of music to a contrasty one, and al- 
ways has stressed the idea or fea- 
ture at hand. Thus from the starter, 
‘Riding High’ is done as a piano solo, 
with the pianist alternating with 
singing of words and the band pro- 
viding the musical background. 

‘Old Oaken Bucket’ is then brought 
forward for the orchestra to play 
with, going from a slight refrain 
into approximately five different 
tempos or classifications. ‘Moonlight 
on the Campus Tonight’ is close to 
being a vocal poem, as two combos 
of voices vie. Finale, which includes 
several Victor Herbert tunes and a 
popular tune, constitutes a field day 
for the musicians, Karen Kimball's 
voice and the chorus, Other special- 
ist billed, Joan Edwards, was as s*tis- 
fying as La Kimball. Wear. 


KITTY KEANE, INC. 

Drama 

15 Mins. 

— (PROCTER & GAMBLE) 
sc 

Mon. to Fri., 2 p. m. 

WOR, New York 

(Blackett, Sample & Hummert) 

Made on a platter and served in 
the same manner to the haus fraus 
is this gushy drama of woman’s self- 
sacrifice. It’s got all the ingredients 
necessary to tug on the femme lis- 
teners, lost husband, new lovers and 
drunkenness of one of latter. All 
gals have had a taste of one or the 
other or all and, therefore, should 
prove regular tuners-in. 

Outside of a couple of minor hard- 
to-takes in corny dialog show is a 
smooth running story of a femme 
dick who is trying to locate her own 
missing spouse after successfully 
finding everything else in the world. 
As expected she hits plenty of ob- 
stacles in whether or not she should 
marry again before ascertaining ex- 
istence of her missing mate. It’s a 
eagee in which all the girls will 

e interested enough to follow. It 
leaves off there, after one of the suit- 
ors smears the other as a no-good in 
gal’s eyes and is himself dismissed. 

Acted and written strictly for the 


wash-their-own-clothes people its 
aimed at, it hits that spot, but not 
much else. Hurl, 


| DR. HOWARD HANSON 


‘Everybody’s Music’ 
Third Symphony 
60 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 3 p.m. EDST 
WABC, New York 

Dr. Howard Hanson, composer- 
conductor and a_ professor of the 
Eastman School of Music at Roches- 
te-, on Sunday afternoon (13) 
brought to CBS ‘Everybody’s Music 
concerts the first performance of his 
latest work, the Third Symphony, 
written around Swedish pioneers of 
the west. It is the fifth of six works 
which CBS has commissioned from 





as many American writers who were 
asked to compose for the micro- 
phone, 


The Third Symphony Dr. Hanson 
wrote is a vigorous, well-knit and | 
expressive piece of music for a full} 
orchestra that portrays with effect- 
iveness the moods of the material on 
which he based his composition. 
Symphony is in three movements 
and blends together various emo- | 
tional elements of prior works from | 
Dr. Hanson, whose career as a musi- 
cian is a brilliant one. Being a 
tribute to the pioneers who wrestled 
with the western plains, the first 
movement is religious and melan- 
choly, while the second is more of 
a choral nature and the third the 
occasion for vigorous folk dances. 
There are several very stirring pas- 
sages. Dr. Hanson later hopes to 
add a fourth movement which will 
represent an epitome of the whole. 


The conductor-composer has a 

pleasant radio voice and chooses his 
words extremely well. He was in- 
troduced by Howard Barlow of the 
CBS series, who opened the show 
with the prelude to the third act of 
‘Lohengrin’ and closed it with the 
overture to Tannheuser. 
Hour’s program, with the standard 
opera dressing for Dr. MHanson’s 
Symphony proved a standout for the 
serious music lovers. Char. 


CHICAGO ORCHESTRA 
Frederick Stock, Conductor 
60 Mins. 

Chicago Fed. of Musiciars 
10 p.m. EDST 

WABC, New York 





A combined 300-piece Chicago or- 
chestra, with Frederick Stock wav- 
ing the baton, made impressive radio 
fare Sunday night (12) as a special 
for blowoff. of this season’s civic 
concert in Grant Park, sponsored by 
James C. Petrillo. of the Chicago 
Federation of Musicians and Chi- 
cago’s park department. Petrillo is 
a park commissioner out in the 
Windy City. 

The 300 pieces represented the 
combined members of the Women’s 
Symphony, the Chicago Civic, the 
Chicago Symphony and the Chicago 
Philharmonic orchestras. Program 
consisted of Tchaikovsky’s ‘Sym- 
phony in E Minor,’ which requires 
45 minutes to cover; addresses by 
Petrillo as well as Mayor Kelly of 
Chicago; and overture to Wagner’s 
‘Meistersinger.’ Both the Tchaikov- 
sky and Wagner classics were beauti- 
fully done under Stock’s direction. 
In spite of its length and the mood 
of sadness that is typical of Tchai- 
kovsky, the Russian composer's 
‘Symphony in E Minor’ has great 
sustaining appeal. It has a few 
tender and gay moments as well as 
some very stirring passages that 
build to climaxes, something that is 
notable about Tchaikovsky. 

Petrillo rated a hand from his 
seeing audience, but he -is a -poor. 
speaker. Mayor Kelly, who sought 
to plug Chicago as much as possible, 
did not impress as much ei. + 

ar. 


CRCV Switching to CBR 


Vancouver, Sept. 21. 

CRCV, Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. station here, will become CBR 
after Oct. 1. Call-letters stand for 
Canadian Broadcasting-Rockies iden- 
tifying the region. 

CJAT, Trail, is building new stu- 
dios which will be opened in No- 
vember with considerable fanfare. 
Station is installing an $11,000 pipe 
organ and has also contracted for 
NBC Thesaurus. 

Kenneth Spencer, Negro baritone 
of NBC, is giving recitals here in 
connection with the Hudson’s Bay 
Co.’s fashion show. 

M. D. Peterkin, Montreal, CBC 
technician, and Lyman Potts, CBC 
announcer from Regina, are visitors 
to CRCV here. 

Negotiations are still proceeding 
between Musicians’ Union local and 
broadcasters for curtailment of 








| transcriptions, use of more live tal- 


ent and better scale on remotes, 





Shopping ‘Romance’ 
Columbus, Sept. 21. 

Romance of merchandise—or how 
and why shoes, shirts, sheets, etc., 
get that way—is the theme of a new 
program, ‘Big Store News,’ on 
WBNS. Sponsor is F. & R. Lazarus 
Co. and it’s a 15-minute period six 
times a week, spotted for housewives 
at 11 a.m. 

Elizabeth Hunter of the Lazarus 








store is handling it, 











| Follow Up Comment 


Gulf’s Visual Review : 

Comedy for Gulf's Sunday night 
show rested on the neck of Phil 
Baker’s ‘Bottle,’ since most of Harry 
von Zell’s antics were performed for 
the benefit of the audience that 
crowded Columbia’s 45th St. theatre. 
‘Bottle’ (Harry McNaughton) man- 
aged to divide his attention nicely 
between the watching, and the 
listening audience. 

Guest star Sheila Barrett, working 
in a dark blue directoire coat over a 
flame-rose evening gown, got in 
French, English and southern, as an 
ambitious actress trying to be The 
Type. Miss Barrett has had the 





| benefit of better material and this 


bit didn’t warrant the dramatics that 
finished off the piece. 

Miriam Fairbanks and Doris Kerr 
both sang to the mike, letting the 
studio audience catch the notes that 
fell by the wayside. Miss Fairbanks 
wore embroidered, pink sheer, 
topped by a pale pink feather cape, 
shoulder-length earrings and a 
sparkling tiara. Miss Kerr, a small 
girl with a small voice, chose low- 
cut, black velvet with a big velvet 
bow in her shining brown bob. 


About the most unhappy member 
of the troupe was flyer Al Williams 
(and very good looking, too). 
Pressed into service for the com- 
mercial, he spoke with ease and 
confidence, but his pantomime be- 
lied the assurance of his voice. He 
chewed his lip, rolled his eyes 
desperately and breathed an almost 
audible sigh of relief. when allowed 
to step away from the fiendish black 
box. The intrepid aviator made his 
exit with many over-the-shoulder 
glances, as though he expected the 
mike to pull a knife on him once 
his back was turned. 


Although there was no perform- 
ance to inspire a tossing of hats in 
the air, the show was briskly paced, 
nothing being allowed to go on to 
the point of boredom. 





_ Hollywood Hotel’s visual audience 
is now one of the most notable 
things about the show. The ladeez 
and gents are so enthusiastically re- 
sponsive. 

Show continues to plug glamour in 
a bigger and better way. Program 
virtually drips charm and suavity. 
Last Friday (17) night’s stanza in- 
cluded a standout job on ‘St. Louis 
Blues’ by Frances Langford, and one 
of the most awkward dialogue 


stumbles on record by Louella Par- 
sons. 


Dramatization of ‘That Certain 
Woman’ was a sock performance of 
a hokey tear-jerker. Bette Davis 
again demonstrated that on the air 
as well as the screen she is a fine 
actress, while Ian Hunter also 
clicked. Anita Louise sounded af- 
fected. 





Gertrude Lawrence, English ac- 
tress Znd_ singer, on Lucky Strike’s 
‘Hit Parade’ Wednesday at 10+0’clock, 
provided one of the more pleasant 
guest starrers to grace this program 
in recent weeks. Presenting easy 
grace and charm, which belied that 
she had just come from rehearsal 
of John Golden's forthcoming stage 
production, ‘Susan and God,’ Miss 
Lawrence explained her earliest 
stage training and background. She 
cited that her familiarity with min- 
strel tunes was due to the fact that 
her father was a minstrel and that 
her moher sang them to her when 
she was young. Her hardest work 
was with Noel Coward, she said 
when some 24 plays were presented 
in a week’s time. 

‘Limehouse Blues,’ the song she 
selected for her vocal, was described 
as the first big tune she had done 
in her initial big London show. It 
was done in the typical Lawrence 
fashion, with enunciation and fine 
lilt to the fore. 





Magic Key program last Sunday 
(19) afternoon offered an impressive 
demonstration of the various phases 
and uses of radio. What was an- 
nounced as the most complicated 
hookup ever attempted brought in 
lightning order a demonstration of 
two-way short-wave communication 
with amateurs in the midwest, fire 
and police officials in Boston and 
Trenton, plane-to-land conversations 
at the Cleveland airport, ship-to- 
shore talks from the Queen Mary to 
various points in America as the ves- 
sel neared port. 


Following immediately were short- 
wave conversations with a plane 
over the Pacific, then talks with 
planes, ships and land points in Eng- 
land, France, Switzerland, Holland, 
Italy and S. America. Wound up 
with brief two-way spiels with 
planes over Washington and New 
York City. 

For sheer drama it topped most of 
the thrilling broadcasts of recent 
years. Whole thing ran off sans 
hitch. Nearly all conversations were 
lainly audible and understandable. 
n most cases the speakers not only 
described their locale and what they 
were doing, but explained the use 
they were making of radio and how 
it was done. Doubtful if any pre- 
vious broadcast has demonstrated so 
spectacularly and conclusively the 
progress of radio and its rapidly 
growing usefulness. 





George Fischer, who replaced Wal- 





CROSBY GAIGE 
With Joe Viviani, Zola Talma, 

Charles Cantor 

‘Kitchen Cavalcade’ 

15 Mins. 

Cc. F. MUELLER 

Friday, 10:45 a.m., EDST. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 
(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 

Returning after summer layoff, 
which was longer than length of 
time most shows duck the heat be- 
cause the spaghetti-making sponsor 
pulls in its advertising horns when- 
ever topcoats are shed, this program 
adheres to its policy of last year. 

Which is to say, Crosby Gaige (the 
legit producer) crowds as much into 
15 minutes as any program since 
those old Redbook mag discs of a 
decade ago. Since its original debut 
on the ozone, Gaige has jettisoned a 
deal and speeded up proceedings, 
but there are still too many things 
coming flying out on the air for easy 
listening. And since the program 
wants to catch the housewife doing 
her vacuum cleaning on Friday a.m., 
it should strive to require less un- 
divided attention. Things start and 
stop with such rapidity and in such 
numbers, the program’ comes out 
hodge-podge unless one hugs the 
radio and checks them off. And the 
audience sought is the housewife, 
not a shipping clerk. : 

The chief Gaige contribution is a 
recipe at period’s ¢onclusion. He 
also has guests d@ing a dramatic bit, 
when caught twe from legit, Zola 
Talma and Charles Cantor. Piece 
they played in lacked punch. 

Joe Viviani is a good accordionist, 
and lets go with enough squeeze- 
boxing and singing to more than 
adequately supply the show with an 
extremely economical musical back- 
ground. He did three solos, plus 
different bursts to separate each dis- 
tinct bit. 

Other stuff inserted when caught 
(17) was a playlet built around a 
hippopotamus-steak dinner in Africa 
and several long plugs. From the 
layout it sounds as though the boys 
thought their show ran a half hour. 

If Gaige takes it easier and ceases 
pressing too hard, it'll be one of the 
best a.m. shows. He has discern- 
ment in the matter of public tastes, 
as he has often proved with his 
Broadway productions. If he doesn’t 
try to make a big variety show out 
of a weekday a.m. niche, he’ll grab 
a sturdier audience. Bert. 


GRAND CENTRAL STATION 

With Charlie Hughes 

Discs 

15 Mins.—Local 

42nd STREET COSMETICS 

Tues., Thurs., Sat., 12:15 p.m. CDST 
WJID, Chicago 

Charlie Hughes transcribed series 
to plug his cosmetic firm. It follows 
the ‘same plan he’s used on shows 
before. 

He takes the listeners to N. Y., 
the Grand Central station, and then, 
by cab, to 42nd St. Between train 
and car jerks, there’s popular music 
commercial plugs. Plenty of it, 
about six minutes out of the 15, but 
could be cut down some if Hughes 
hired an announcer who didn’t 
stumble all over the place, instead of 
trying to do it himself. 

Prize offer of a pair of all-expense 
tickets to N. Y. being plugged. Sound 
effects and music okay. Loop. 


CLUB CELEBRITY 

With Joe Villella 

30 Mins. 

HARRIS DEPARTMENT STORE 
KQV, Pitts. 

For some time now Villella has 
been building up his ‘Club Celebrity’ 
as a sustainer, and it’s finally come 
into its own commercially. And 
rightly so, too. It’s one of the slick- 
est jobs on record of taking a flock 
of discs and shaping them into a 
sock musical revue. Villella’s inter- 
locuting is first class, and his an- 
nouncements, trailing off at end to 
barely audible ‘it’s a transcription,’ 
are smart and catchy. 

On show caught he featured Guy 
Lombardo’s records for first quarter- 
hour to give dancers a break, and 
then finished off with what he labels 
the floor show, topping it with Tony 
Martin discs. Whole thing is assem- 
bled with showmanly touches and 
reveals some thought and work. 

No effort made to sell the enter- 
tainment as ‘live talent,’ but the ef- 
fect’s there just the same. Villella’s 
‘m.c.’ing’ is economical and amusing, 
and the disc-dealer has a pleasant 
manner that’s contagious. Cohen. 





ter Winchell in the Jergen’s spot 
on NBC Sunday night (19) for a 
period of eight weeks, stuck pretty 
close to the routine with which his 
‘Hollywood Whispers’ program has 
been associated the past several 
years. While Fischer’s oral flow 
varies little from a monotone, the 
chances are that he comes to most 
listeners as distinct frorn the shrill, 
staccato delivery of other gossipers. 
Fischer’s voice is pitched pleasantly 
low and there is not even a sugges- 
tion of pumped-up dramatics, carp- 
ing editorials or personal rebukes. 
..For his initial pinch-hitting Fis- 
cher mixed spot items from the stu- 
dios and chitchat about screen per- 
sonalities including an interview of 
Gloria Stuart. The interview ac- 
counted for little else than an ex- 
change of pleasantries. 

Fischer has been coming across 
country Saturday evenings for the 
past several weeks by way of a Mu- 
tual-Don Lee hookup. This connec- 


tion is out temporarily. 


— 


NEW YORK ON PARADE 
With John B. Kennedy, Dr. Orestes 
HK. Caldwell, Mark Warnow or. 
chestra 
30 Mins. 
CONSOLIDATED EDISON Co. 
Monday, 7:30 p. m. 
WEAF, New York 
(Lord & Thomas) 
Despite title, this is primarily a 
musical show. Debut stanza con. 
sisted of five tunes, with a popular. 


ized scientific spiel by Dr. Orestes H, 
Caldwell, former Federal Communi- 
cations Commissioner and present 
member of the New York City sci- 
entific commission, and John B. Ken- 
nedy’s high-power m.c.’ing. 

With the idea of bearing out the 
Gotham on Parade connotation, the 
various songs are presented with 
some mention of their New York 
background, such as reference to the 
show from which they came and 
some pertinent fact about the open- 
ing, etc. Occasionally they reach 
pretty far for the connection. Novy- 
elty number on the opening was a 
hot version of ‘Runnin’ Wild.’ 

Dr. Caldwell’s talk was a predic- 
tion of what New York will be like 
in 50 years. Even his pulp maga- 
zine imaginings sounded possible. 

‘New York on Parade’ is hardly a 
radio bombshell, but it has little mu- 
sical competition at that hour and 
should get its share of attention. 

Hobe. 





MUSIC BY LINDSAY McPHAIL 
With Elinor Sherry, Walter Ahrens, 

Chorus 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 8 p.m., EDST 
WOR, New York 

One of a series with guest baton- 
ers. Numbers included several of 
the maestro’s own compositions, in- 
cluding ‘San,’ ‘Swing Waltz’ 
‘What Is Love?’ Stanza was notable 
for fine handling of the musicians, 
with distinctive orchestrations and 
arrangements. Effect was seriously 
marred, however, by the station’s 
tinny tone on evening caught (16), 
McPhail also rates a nod for getting 
so much volume from a compara- 
tively small outfit. 

Among the standout numbers of 
the session were a sympho arrange- 
ment of ‘Reverie,’ McPhail’s own 
‘Looking for the Lost Chord’ and 
‘Midnight in a Madhouse.’ Vocals 
were by Elinor Sherry and Walter 
Ahrens, Hobe. 


AL BARRIE’S MELLYDRAMMERS 
Satire 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 6:45 p.m. EDST 

WNYC, New York 

Breezy, diverting manner of satir- 
izing oldtime thrillers of the gas 
lamp era makes Al Barrie’s 15- 
minute program Saturday nights at 
supper time an interlude that’s well 
worth listening to for that long. 
‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin, or as Barrie 
titled it, ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabana,” 
served as intriguing drama of an- 
other day. for kidding purposes to- 
day. This one was done Saturday 
night (18). 

Treatment is unique and the dialog 
couched in modern slang, sometimes 
being a bit nutty. Just enough of 
the characters and scene _ back- 
grounds used to bring out the bure- 
lesque. Barrie writes the continuity, 
and in addition to other chores en- 
gages in some singing as a breaker 
between scenes. 

A novelty quarter-hour 


session 
that deserves to last. 


Char. 





‘MEET THE MISSUS’ 
With Tommy Bartlett 
Interviews 
15 Mins. 
FITZPATRICK BROS. (KITCHEN 
KLENZER) 
Mon, thru Fri., 2:15 p.m.; Sat., 10:45 
a.m., CDST. 
WBBM, Chicago 
(Neisser Meyerhoff) 


Headline spot on this show is mid- 
section which gives a switchback to 
the studio to present a two-minute 
toe mf recor ing, part of the com- 
mercial tie-in. Few programs have 
ever packed the wallop this one does 
in these two minutes. Wham it hits, 
bang-bang and it’s all over, the clues 
all ihere and ready for solution. 
Rést of the setup is as it has been. 
Jolly ladies interviewed at their ]un- 
cheon by Tommy Bartlett and every- 
body having a good time, Especially 
when one of the ladies wants the 
announcer to ask her friend how she 
raised her children and the friend 
never had any children. Locp. 


JOAN BROOKS 
Songs 
15 Mins, 
Sustaining 
Tuesday, 7:15 p.m. EDST 
WJZ, New York 
Formerly of the Three Little 
Words, femme _ harmonists, Joan 
Brooks is currently warbling at the 
Claremont Inn, N. Y., and doing 
this weekly song stint. She has an 
attractive mike style, pleasant voice, 
fine enunciation, good sense of 
rhythm and catches enough expres- 
sion without leaning on the senti- 
ment of a song. ; 
On session caught (14) Miss 
Brooks clicked with all three of her 
numbers, ‘Where or When, ‘My 
Good for Nothing Joe’ and ‘Cabin 
of Dreams.’ Was backed by the 
Singing Strings, instrumental group, 





which also offered several numbers 
on its own, Hobe. 
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BENNY FRIEDMAN 

With Ray Winters 

Football Analysis 

15 Mins.; Sun 11:30 a.m. 
PARKER WATCHES 
WOR-WGN, N. Y. and Chi. 

This quarter hour is captioned the 
‘Sunday morning quarterback,’ other- 
wise Benny Friedman, gridiron star 
of not so many years back, sports 
writer and football coach. Which 
makes him an ideal authority for 
any aircasts of this nature. 


With the new grid season not real- 
ly starting until this coming Satur- 
day (25), Friedman none the less 
has made his initial two stanzas very 
interesting and augurs much more 
in that the post-mortem analyses of 
the preceding day’s games will be 
fertile material for his type discus- 
sions. Meantime, straighted by an- 
nouncer Ray Winters—who also does 
the commercial plugs—Friedman’s 
quarterback quarter-hour is a nce 
sequence of q. and a. stuff plus an- 
swers to correspondents, plus recol- 
lections of yesteryear’s outstanding 
games or crucial plays that high- 
lighted these games and may have 
had some important effect on inter- 
preiation of the rules, etc. 


D:scoursing at length this past 
Sunday on the importance of physi- 
eal examinations for officials, so that 
they may well be able to be right 
down on the play and not get short- 
winded, tired or otherwise impaired 
in their efficiency, it cued nicely 
into the finer points of interpreting 
the grid rules. 

The Parker watch commercials 
are deftly introduced via prize 
awards for the best communiques on 
the grid sport, and of course it’s the 
program’s own best check for cov- 
erage. Show is on for 12 weeks, 
Guring the grid season, via WOR, 
Newark-New York, and WGN, Chi- 
cago, but may be extended as may 
also Friedman's assignment as a gen- 
eral sports commentator beyond the 
pigskin semester. 

Friedman, in this, evidences a nice 
address, an assured mike style and, 
of course as to be expected, an au- 
thoritative general air in talking 
about the game wherein he starred 
so brilliantly while at Michigan. 
There’s also a good showmanly aim 
to arrest femme interest which, how- 
ever dubious, it as least a new tack 
in football. As is, also, the idea of 
the post-mortem analyses, rather 
than the familiar idea of pre-game 
Selection of winners, or the sketch- 
ing Saturday sportscasts of the day’s 
games which resolve themselves 
chiefly into the reeling off of the 
scores, with little opportunity for 
analysis of more than one or two 
games, Abel, 


PHYL COE MYSTERIES 
Contest 

15 Mins. 

PHILCO 

Tuesday, 7:45 p.m. EDST 
WOR, New York 

Idea is to attract listeners to the 
dials on the lure of cash prizes for 
solving these whodunits. There 
will be 126 winners a week for the 
16 weeks of the series. Top weekly 
prize is $500, lowest is $10. Grand 
prizes run from $5,000 top to $50 
low. To follow the yarn and pick 
up the clues listeners must have a 
prem of instructions, which is sent 
ree. 

Puzzler on the stanza caught had 
to do with a valuable painting 
which has been snatched from an 
art gallery. Clues (and presumably 
false clues) virtually littered the 
studio before it was over. Show 
seems destined for a good following 
on the strength of the cash prize 
bait. Hobe. 


COMPLETE STORY HOUR 

With John Conners, Bob Dyren- 

forth, Ethel Khun, Elaine Williams 
30 Mins., Local 
Daily, except Sun., 9.30 a.m. 
WJJID, Chicage 

a station is making an 
effort compete with the morning 
network serial airings. Figures to 
hold audiences for a 30-minute pe- 
riod, getting attention to station for 
a longer period, and, by giving com- 
plete episodes, get the audience who 
doesn’t want hanging endings. 

Show, with scripts from a syndi- 
cate, stacks up pretty well. Plenty 
of wisdom is shown in choosing 
those which are simple from a pro- 
duction Standpoint. Production, 
however, is good, and capably done. 

Standard performers are used, and 
all give their roles as good an inter- 
pretation as they deserve. Both 
Juvenile lead and character man de- 
serve special rating. Loop. 


MAGIC NUMBERS 

scs 
15 Mins.; Local 
LANAHAN MOTORS 
Sundays, 11:30 a. m., CDST 
WBBM, Chicago 

__,, (Ruthrauff & Ryan) 
Spirited presentation of good mu- 
Sical recordings, spotted at a good 
hour, and whamming out an effec- 
tive commercial. 
_,, Recordings are of high quality, but 
it’s the plugs and the way they're 
done which really makes the show. 
Name of the stanza, ‘Magic Numbers.’ 
is socked all the way through, the 
numbers being the street address of 
the car dealer sponsor. To insure 
their being remembered, auto buyers 
get a percent off on the marked 
price when they mention ’em. 

oth announcers, John McCormic 
and John Gray, are impressing job 

With their fast style. Loop. 


N. ¥. GIANTS VS. ALL 
FOOTBALL GAME “ — 
By Bill Stern, Wick Fisheli, Stan 
Lomax 
2 Hours, 3@ mins, 
Sustaining 
Wednesday, 8.30 p.m. EDST. 
WJZ-WMCA-WOR, New York 
Opening of the local football sea- 
son last Wednesday (8) night of- 
fered first chance to compare the 
pass-by-kick spieling of the lads of 
three New York stations. Bill Stern 
handled assignment for WJZ (and 
the NBC Blue network), coming on 
at 830 and staying till the final 
whistle about 11.10 p.m. Dick 
Fishell, for WMCA, broke into the 
ozone at 8.45, just a few moments 
before kickoff, also sticking to the 
end. Stan Lomax, for WOR, hit 
the ether at 10 o’clock, during the 
half intermission, and went off again 
at 11 o’clock. 


One notable feature of the work 
of the three broadcasters was the 
difference in the details of the play 


according to their accounts. By 
switching back and forth among 
the trio, it was possible to catch 


all three hypoing the action a trifle 
from time to time, although none 
made a practice of it. Principal dif- 
ference in reporting was in which 
players made the various plays. Fre- 
quently all three spielers would say 
a different player carried the ball, 
made the tackle, caught the pass 
or fell on the fumble—indicating 
some frantic guessing in the broad- 
casting booths. 


In general, Bill Stern dished out 
the most colorful .and fastest . ac- 


count, but he also pulled more 
bonors than the others. Fishell, 
generally ran a few. seconds 


behind Stern in calling the plays but 
he was more accurate and seemed 
to stick closer to straight reporting 
minus dramatics. Both kept the 
mikes under a constant barrage 
of words. Lomax, on the other 
hand, spoke slowly and left frequent 
blanks in the narration. Was also 
behind the other two on calling ’em, 
lacked detail of his rivals and was 
guilty of stumbling on occasion. 


All three mikesters had trouble 
covering the substitutions and all 
took too much time to mention the 
alma maters of the players, instead 
of the team each represented at this 
game. To a listener not perfectly 
familiar with the personnel of both 
team (and one a pick-up outfit) it 
left the action too vague at times. 
Also, when will sportscasters stop 
referring to the numbers of the 
players? Until the arrival of tele- 
vision, it is meaningless and merely 
adds confusion. 


If the combined broadcasts indi- 
cated one thing above all others, it 
was that the lads generally do an ex- 
ceptional job. From most considera- 
tions, radio offers the best way to 
‘see’ a big game. Seats are cheap 
and comfortable at home and the 
listener misses few tricks of the 
game, Hobe, 


STROUD TWINS ‘ 
Comedy 
7 Mins. 
ROYAL GELATIN 
Thurs., 8 p.m. 
WEAF, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Clarence and Claude Stroud, who 
started off as a team of boy hoofers 
in vaudeville about 12 years ago, 
have something in the way of cross- 
fire personalities that should take 
well in radio. Thompson spotted 
the pair out of the Rainbow Room, 
Radio City nitery, for a single-timer, 
but the twins in their mike debut 
last Thursday (16) showed enough 
adaptability to make them perhaps 
worthy of a buildup try. 


It’s a leisurely, sedate style of 
tomfoolery, with Clarence in the 
role of the rapid, multi-syllable 
feeder and the brother assuming a 
bored,- semi-dumb air in the ex- 
change. The manner and material 
are of no pattern new to the medium, 
but the type of clown suggested by 
Claude’s delivery has fared happil 
with the living room element. It 
shouldn't be difficult for this two- 
some to get themselves equipped 
with a few minutes of dialog each 
week. Odec. 


HALF PAST ELEVEN 

With Frank Glenn’s Orchestra and 
Radcliffe Hall 

15 Mins. 

Thursday, 11.30 a.m., Network 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 


An apt title for a quarter hour of 
listenable music played by Glenn’s 
unit with chummy chatter by Hall. 
Unit not large, is mainly strings and 
reeds; tunes are light and hummy. 
Program is designed for women lis- 
teners, who are invited to come out 
of the kitchen for 15 minutes of 
relaxation. 

Glenn’s orchestra plays smooth 
and suavely. Two final numbers on 
last week’s program sounded par- 
ticularly good, the arrangements 
contributing to the effect. Hall’s 
‘visits’ between numbers, with the 
femme dialers will be appreciated 
more by some than by others. He 


has a strong, clear voice and a 
straightforward manner. Persiflage 
is so-so. 


Program comes as welcome change 
of pace after six consecutive sketch 
shots all in that hokey, folksy, heart- 
throbbing vein which trademarks 





daytime sponsored serials. Jaco. 





‘MAKE-BELIEVE’ BALLROOM 
With Martin Block and 
New Ballroom Band 
90 Mins. 
MADISON LOAN, AXTON-FISHER, 
B-C, CAROL DRUGS, 
FLEMOLYN 
6 P.M., EDST, Mon. through Sat. 
WNEW, New York 
Martin Block’s successful ‘Make- 
Believe’ Ballroom, which has been 
a fixture on this station for more 
than two years, is branching out. 
Known for its sole dependence on 
records for music and Block’s glib 
ad-libbing, program directors now 
are going in for’ actual band ap- 
pearances, both by bands whose rec- 
ords are featured and by a ‘Make- 
Believe’ Ballroom band. 


New. orchestra combo, supposedly 
of crack musicians from the met 
area, was banded together for pres- 
entation under the baton of Merel 
Pitt. Its initial appearance on the 
show Thursday (16) was eminently 
successful because pop tunes were 
played with the ease and precision 
of a veteran organization, though 
only recently organized by Pitt, 
leader of WNEW’s house orch. Block 
gives a salesmanship chat on_ its 
merits, with particular plugs for Pitt 
and a swing guitar player. Admitted 
the outfit would be open for dance 
dates this fall. Will fit the groove 
here if the drummer can be regu- 
lated. 


Besides this orchestra, Fats Waller 
already has appeared on the program 
as guest artist, while Shep Fields is 
scheduled for next Thursday. 


Because he has four or more spon- 
sors’ on his 90-minute stint, Block 
splits up the commercials so they 
will be less obtrusive. The lad has 
the right idea on making the music 
the thing, and spotting the sales talk 
seemingly as incidental. Because so 
handled and with nice informality, it 
is doubly effective. Band recordings 
on program caught included Kay 
Kyser, Nat Brandwyne, Jan Garber, 
Henry Busse, Ozzie Nelson, Ben Pol- 
lack and Lionel Hampton, Wear. 


‘THE FEAST OF THE ORTOLANS’ 
Dramatization 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Monday, 9:30 p.m., EDST 
WIJZ-NBC, New York 

Highly heralded in advance, the 
half-hour drama penned expressly 
for radio by the thrice Pulitzer 
Prize-plumed Maxwell Anderson 
was a distinct disappointment. The 
piece was no more than Grade B in 
the general run of radio stuff. 


Anderson brought together a group 
of characters in a French chateau in 
the countryside on the eve of the 
Revolution in the late 18th century. 
His characters, assembled to dine 
on ortolans, rare specie of larks, 
were in the lap of luxury. They 
represented both the smug, wastrel 
aristocrats and the best minds of 
the France of that time. 

In the group were names either al- 
ready famed, such as Beaumarchais, 
Lafayette; Danton and Philippe of 
Orleans, or others due to get recog- 
nition during the Revolution. The 
table talk centered on the people 
who were known to be restless and 
plotting. 

Much of the discussion was ap- 
plicable today in the light of condi- 
tions in the U. S. That Anderson 
wove in radical tenets was not really 
surprising. What was surprising was 
that his method and words were so 
unoriginal. Method of having the 
characters gradually foresee the 
reign of terror and blood which was 
coming, and then at play’s end 
realize the revolution was at hand 
has been done too many times be- 
fore to have much effectiveness, even 
for radio. 

One of the chief faults of Ander- 
son’s writing is verbosity. This 
was especially true of ‘The Feast 
of the Ortolans’ and weakened the 
piece. There was no twist at the 
end; the whole yarn tipped its mitt 
as to the inevitability of its con- 
clusion and the pace pursued toward 
that ending not more than 12 min- 
utes after its start. 

No billed names in the cast. About 
a dozen characters had roles of 
similar size. Direction was good, 
and the cast presented the play with 
perception. Sound and other physi- 
cal effects aces. 

NBC has bought another Anderson 
effort, written for radio, Title has 
not yet been announced. Bert. 


CHRIS WOOD, JR. 
Sports Comment 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
8 p.m. EDST. 
WJZ, New York 
NBC sports commentator who ex- 
pertly handled a special on the Fox- 
catcher Steeplechase race, run at 
Fair Hill, Md., and one of the classics 
of the society world. Chris Wood, 
Jr. piloted an advance 15-minute 
broadcast on the event Friday night 
(10), on the eve of the race, with 
Betty Goodwin, fashion commentator 
of NBC, aiding. Wood-.has an agree- 
able air voice and personality. 
Broadcast caught was from the 
Hotel DuPont in Wilmington near 
to Fair Hill, had comment by Wil- 
liam DuPont, Jr., and others, includ- 
ing sports writers down to cover the 
event, as well as society jocks. Cas- 
well Adams ‘(Herald Tribune), Fred 
Van Ness (Times), Tom Wiley 
(World-Telegram) and others com- 
mented on possible winner of the 
big race. Wiley appeared to go a 
little overboard. Char, 





LEWIS BROWNE 
Commentator 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 7:30 p. m., EDST 
WABC-CBS, New York 

While CBS’ commentator H. V. 
Kaltenborn is in Europe nosing 
around for news, Browne, writer, 
will sub for four weeks. Airs out of 
KNX, Los Angeles. 

When caught (9), the English-born 
scribbler proved a little too dramatic 
for a commentator. Everything was 
earth-shaking in importance, and 
death and destruction was walking 
right up the stairway. Chiefly harped 
on the ‘submarine piracy’ in the 
Mediterranean and the Sino-Jap 
joust. Had he talked more dispas- 
sionately and given out his facts with 
more objective calm, Browne would 
have impressed. 

One of the biggest blurs was the 
talker’s blood-curdling description of 
what he stated was Russia’s military 
might. Had to do with that 500,000 
parachute-jumping army which the 
Soviet propaganda bureau has been 
handing out as pap to a gullible in- 
ternational public for years. And 
for as many years the vast majority 
of observers of military preparedness 
around the globe have been laugh- 
ing. The ether listeners are general- 
ly a jittery lot and generally believe 
whatever guff is given ’em. Their 
emotions and perhaps fears must 
have been aroused by the Browne 
discourse, Bert. 


‘IN THE HERMIT’S CAVE’ 
With The Mummers 
Ghost Steries 
30 Mins.—Lecal 
Sundays, 10:3@ p.m. 
CARTER COAL CO. 
WIR, Detroit 

While it appears that late-evening 
ghost stories would have a limited 
audience, it does not seem to apply 
to this spook show, aired over WJR 
past coupla years. It’s been a sus- 
tainer despite general scoffing by 
station execs that it cou!d not last. 
Six months ago they decided to pull 
show but flood of listener protests 
prevented. 


Now half-hour show, enacted by 
Charles Penman’s Mummers, has its 
first sponsor, who’s signed for 26 
weeks. Its makeup hasn't changed, 
except for insertion of blurbs, and 
stories being written by Geraldine 
Elliott. Produced by Penman, aided 
by Eric Howlett and Miss Elliott. 
Nice job by all. 

Episodes, dealing with some weird 
story, are supposedly related by the 
Hermit, a fella with a weirder voice 
than his tales. On show caught story 
dealt with the strange ‘Touch of 
Death’ of a respectable doctor. Well 
enacted with appropriate sound ef- 
fects. 

Elurbs, at the beginning, middle 
end end, are wisely short and to 
point, Pete, 


VAGABOND ADVENTURES 
With Tom Terris) 
Travel Story Skit 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 5 p.m. EDST. 
WEAF, New York 
Tom Terris had a Vagabond Ad- 


ventures program, tied in commer- 


cially with a a 4 company, on WOR 
back in 1932. en he did a travel 
idea on Rudy Vallee’s hour in 1935. 
Consequently, he is no stranger to 
the airwaves though his new series 
purports to be entirely fresh. 
Idea of going into strange lands, 
visiting unusual people and relating 
odd adventures, with the whole thing 
dramatized, currently is familiar to 
listeners of other broadcasts. Terris 
has a nice speaking voice and un- 
folds his tale with conviction. Be- 
cause he must spread his yarn over 
30 minutes, present sketch seemed 
to take in too many ideas rather 
than concentrating on one or blowing 
up one or two incidents. After open- 
ing, Terris is found reading a letter 
he’s written in Morocco. From that 
he goes into relating a story to a 
friend. This story of a daring Legion- 
naire plane expedition lacked con- 
ciseness, with sound effects far from 
what they should have been. 
Terris, who has done travelogue 
short films, receives a plug for these 
efforts. Paula Hemminghaus, con- 
tralto, sings effectually twice while 
orchestra background is good. Series 
indicates potentialities if better writ- 
ten, and possibly trimmed to 15 
minutes, ear, 


MOWRY LOWE 
Spelling Bee 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Monday, 8 p. m., EDST. 
WEAN, Providence 


This program is doing a lot to 
build up business on an off-night at 
the Albee theatre, from where it is 
broadcast each Monday evening. 
Students seem to be particularly m- 
terested, but there is a sprinkling of 
men and women who work for a 
living and are out for the $5 cash 
prize. 

Lowe handles the mike, while 
Prof. Edward Cassidy of Brown Uni- 
versity is the umpire. The usual 
tongue-twisters are flung at the con- 
testant. Because some of the words 
are really difficult to handle, the pro- 
gram is slowed up a great deal. Two 
or three different times there is a 
pause of a half minute or so before 
any voice breaks in. Which makes 
it n.s.g. for radio purposes. Marc. 


ee 


CONTINENTAL RADIO ONE ACP 

THEATRE 
Three One-Act Plays 
Directed by Eugene Endrey 
60 Mins. 

Sustaining 
Sunday, 9 p.m., EDST 
WHN, New York : 

Sensing the trend towards intel- 
ligently written, acted and directed 
plays on radio, WHN has begun ar 
ambitious series of Sunday one-act 
playlets. First of Sunday drama hour 
presentations showed distinct possi- 
bilities because perhaps 70% of pre- 
miere show was entertaining. Sign- 
off line to the effect that the series 
hoped to serve the American theatre 
and drama by encouraging authors 
and aid in uncovering new actors 
and writers probably was the tip-off 
on plans for the hour and what was 
expected from it. 

But like many opening nights of 
airway shows, there were loose ends 
as well as feeble timing and spot- 
ting of skits that slowed proceedings, 
None that can’t be remedied anc™~ “ts- 
ily. When this is done, the setes 
should prove a noteworthy addition. 


‘The Logical Error,’ a farce-com- 
edy, and ‘The Gong,’ a hair-lifting 
meller, perhaps best illustrated the 
latest possibilities of these one- 
acters. Both were nicely cast and 
adequately directed. Nancy Sheri- 
dan perhaps was standout, as the 
wife in the nightmarish ‘The Gong.” 

Endrey, Hungarian director, pro- 
duced the plays and apparently con- 
ceived the one-act, sixty-minute 


broadcast. He’s done top-flight work 
on two plays. Shouldn't be per- 
mitted so much chatter between 


skits. More material re the stage and 
purpose of hour would fit better 
than banter about his accent. 


Margaret de Padly, listed as Hune- 
garian musical star, showed a sweet- 
toned voice in one selection but dic- 
tion seemed faulty. Roy Martin han- 
dled other vocal capably, both tend- 
ing to bridge the gap between 
sketches. Program also boasts a trim 
musical background provided by 
Don Albert's orch and a_ vocal 
chorus. Manner in which music was 
employed to heighten the crucial 
scene in ‘The Gong’ was distinctively 
excellent. 

‘An Angel Straight from Hell’ was 
the weakie of play trio. Idea was 
there but it never jelled. Fable of 
rebellious orphan girl, who wins an 
old man’s heart and reforms, had the 
idea and lines to amount to some- 
thing. Acting sounded unbelievably 
weak, with only one lead measuring 
up to possibilities, though at times 
the direction appeared to be nrinci- 
pally at fault. Wear. 


‘WOMEN’S RADIO BAZAAR’ 
With Bud Rainey, Gertrude Warner, 
Bernard Mullens, Ivan White 
Spot Commercials 
30 Mins. 
Daily, 8:30 a. m. 
WTIC, Hartford 
With breadwinner off to toil and 
kids off to school, lady of house can 
sit back for a listenable half-hour 
directed especially to her—and her 
pocketbook—by WTIC. Well timed 
well framed and well cast, ‘Bazaa 
can’t miss as a merchandiser. 


Fraus have two principal reasons 
for making this session daily diet. 
One is Bud Rainey, who used to be 
WHN’s ‘Early Bird’ turn-tabler and 
who now uses his soft Southern 
drawl for chatter, song and even 
original poetry, the latter offered 
senders-in without charge. Other 
bill-topper, Gertrude Warner, -lead- 
ing lady with Guy Hedlund’s WTIC 
Plavhouse troupe, operates as Mary 
Larkin, delivering with authority the 
housewife’s friend and recipe stuff. 


Program’s well paced, with Bere 
nard Mullens present to keep things 
going and Ivan White at console. 
Plus E. T.’s. Company gabs infor-« 
mally throughout, commercials being 
sugar-coated into dialogue. 

Effective spot vehicle throughout, 


Elem, 
‘THE SPOTLIGHT’ 
With Guy MHedlund’s Playhouse 
Company 
Dramatization 
15 Mins. 


HARTFORD ELECTRIC LIGHT CO, 
Thursday, 7:45 p. m. 
WTIC, Hartford 

Public utility sponsor’s purpose 
here, as it was with class musical 
series last season, is community good 
will. Whether weekly quarter-hour 
skit, dramatizing Hartford institu- 
tions, will be enough to accomplish 
all that is debatable, but item is in 
right direction. 

Payroller was lucky to get Guy 
Hedlund’s Playhouse troupe to in- 
terpret a script that in introductory 
performance could have been a lot 
better. Performance of picked cast 
and production, especially sound ef- 
fects, unerring. 

Interesting preem subject was or- 
ganization of city’s bootblacks and 
newsboys. Announcement stated that 
all facts were straight, but names 
were fictitious. Older character, 
Professor, reacts to juvenile inquire 
ies. Skit told how young street mere 
chants used to scrap for best corners, 
etc., and how, since association, have 


|own supply store, meetings, publish 


own paper and get together to keep 
peaceful and prosperous. Some sort 
of final point about grown-up nae 
tions acting ditto, a moral quite oute 
side the boundaries of a local instie 
tutional. 

Blurbs before and aft, stressing 





Hartford as ‘Electrical City.’ Elem. 
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Mrs. Holt’s Acceptance of AFRA 
Post Ends Friction, Uncertainty; 
Charters Granted to Sectionals 





Acceptance by Mrs. Emily Holt of 
the executive secretaryship of the 
American Fed. of Radio Artists has 
at last ended uncertainty over the 
officer setup of the organization and 
closed a growing breach between op- 
posing factions. For the first time | 
since its formation, AFRA is now 
irited under a single leadership 
which has the confidence of all 
“S“Zroups within the ranks. 

Indication that AFRA affairs will 
continue harmoniously is seen in the 
close cooperation of Mrs. Holt and 
George Heller, associate secretary 
and treasurer of the organization. 
In fact, one of the reasons Mrs. Holt 
is believed to have hesitated to 
accept the executive secretary offer 
was that she considered Heller cap- 
able of handling the office by him- 
self, 

National AFRA board meeting is | 
scheduled for tomorrow (Thursday) | 
afternoon, it being Mrs, Holt’s first 
session since assuming her duties. 
Understood the group will consider 
the proposed new interchangeability 
rule of the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America, previded its de- 
tails have been worked out by then. 


General Meet 


General meeting of the local chap- 
ter was held last Monday (20) night, 
principal business being the selection 
of a nominating committee to name 
candidates for the local officers and 
board. Meeting for announcers was 
held last Friday (17). 

Chance of an amalgamation be- 
tween the AFRA with the American 
Guild of Radio Announcers and Pro- 
ducers is steadily growing slimmer. 
Not only is friction between the 
groups increasing, but AGRAP’s 
signing of contracts with WABC, 
WOR and several other stations is 
seen as hindering AFRA efforts to 
obtain the sort of contracts, wages 
and working conditions it seeks with 
studios it already has or will have 
organized. 

Claimed that AGRAP’s deals were 
set primarily to bolster the organi- 
zation as a union, rather than to ob- 
tain improved wages or working con- 
ditions. Evidence of this, it is 
argued, is that no radio workers’ 
group is yet in position to enforce 
any demands on studios or networks, 
but to get a contract must accept 
whatever is offered. Such action, it 
is pointed out, simply complicates 
the problems of any union which 
hopes ultimately to obtain a con- 
tract with real concessions as to 
wages and working conditions. 

Regional Charters 

Charters were granted by the na- 
tional AFRA board last week to the 
northern California and midwest 
locals. Los Angeles and New York 
had already been granted charters. 
Northern California office will be 
located in San Francisco, while Chi- 
cago will be the headquarters for 
the midwest local. Each local will 
have its own board and officers, with 
a certain degree of autonomy. 

In addition, the AFRA will have 
permanent representatives in Seattle, 
St. Louis, Boston and possibly other 
cities, although no local charters or 
offices will be maintained there. 
With the national membership drive 
proceeding, the AFRA is now con- 
centrating in New York and on the 
Coast on lining up announcers. It 
claims to have the NBC announcing 
staff organized and to have a majori- 
ty of the name announcers of all 
networks. 

Indications are now seen that the 
major difficulty in the AFRA drive 
for recognition will be found in the 
hundreds of small indie stations scat- 





would leave the AFRA permanently 
in hock to Equity, the Screen Actors 
Guild and the American Guild of | 
Musical Artists for their $30,000 loan. 

Settlement of that phase of the 
setup, it is understood, was the final 
item that persuaded Mrs. Holt to 
accept the executive secretaryship of 
the organization. Jaffe is said to 
have worked out the interchange- 
ability rule on the Coast two weeks 
ago with Kenneth Thomson, SAG 
official. Final terms of the arrange- 
ment are being set this week and 
will be announced at the end of the 
week. 





Chi Troubles 
Chicago, Sept. 21. 

After prophesying an easy victory 
in Chicago radio, the American Fed. 
of Radio Artists ran up against sev- 
eral obstacles last week which may 
make things more difficult. 

Several of the largest advertising 
agncies are understood to be work- 
ing against AFRA among the dra- 
matic talent now used. Also the 
leads of two strip shows aired by 
the one agency have hedged in join- 
ing. And third, a general fear of 
station or agency stock companies 
has swept Chicago radio. 

This stock company idea was one 
objection expressed to AFRA at the 
general meeting held a week ago 
Sunday (12). At that time, it was 
explained that such a thing was im- 
possible under existing conditions. 
True enough, agencies and stations 
could form them, non-union, but 
these companies could not work on 
any program where there were 
union musicians, 


sound men, an- 
nouncers, or engineers. 
Fear 
With sound men coming into 


AFRA almost 100%, and announcers 
practically so, it is admitted that 
airing by non-union stocks would be 
difficuM. Nevertheless, the fear of 
them had taken on widespread pro- 
portions by last week. ; 

In no other branch except the 
dramatic talent has AFRA met ob- 
stacles here. This is probably true 
because of the rather generally 
known rumor that at least one big 
agency is working against unioniza- 
tion, Also that the leads of the two 
strip shows have so far refused to 
reach for their card. Agency con- 
trols as many, if not more, across- 
the-boards than any other, and, 
quite naturally, performers. are 
afraid of any cut-off in these shows, 
since the biggest portion of their 
income is derived there. 

Outside of these three problems, 
AFRA is said to be coming along, 
the biggest majority of performers 
already in, or at least starting to pay 
$2 installments on their $10 initia- 
tion cards. 


Musicians and Philly 
Station Get Together 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 


Reps of the musicians’ local and 
WCAU met yesterday (20) and will 
confab again tonight in what looks 
like the end of two years of feuding. 
Both sides have softened up and it 
is understood that an agreement has 
nearly been reached. 

Any settlement arrived at can only 
be temporary, however, pending out- 
come of negotiations between broad- 
casters and the A. F. of M. Tenta- 
tive one-year contract has been 











Infallible 


Columbus, Sept. 21. 

Summer is gone. Hank and 
Slim Newman are back at 
WHKC. 

For several years the hill- 
billy team has beer a weather 
forecaster here. Every spring 
they pull stakes and hit the 
road for a summer of one- 
nighters at carnivals, outings, 
parks, etc. Every fall finds 
them back in the city—with a 
radio contract waiting. 

This year it’s 15 minutes daily 
for Sisson Formula Co. 


LABOR YENS 
AUSSIE AIR 
CONTROL 


Sydney, Sept, 4. 

Commercials are following with 
close interest recent statements made 
by Labor leaders concerning air con- 
trol in the Commonwealth. 

Belief is that were Labor to come 
into power next October, drastic al- 
terations would naturally follow in 
both national and commercial radio 
operation. For years politicians be- 
hind Labor have been anxious to se- 
cure power of control over radio for 
airing propaganda similar to that 
current in New Zealand. 

Labor has been squawking for some 
time that execs in control of the air 
field here have been against political 
stuff being broadcast. Hinted that, 
if successful at the October elections, 
a different complexion will be put 
upon the whole radio field. 

At the present time Labor is in- 
terested in one city commercial unit, 
2KY, but a try has been made to 
secure additional units. Other com- 
mercials are run here by newspapers, 
Church authorities, Amalgamated 
Wireless, with Commonwealth Broad- 
easting Network the only indies in 
the field. National units are managed 
by Australian Broadcasting Commis- 
sion, which is a government concern. 

Recently, A. B. C. banned all poli- 
tical speeches, giving as a reason 
the closeness of elections. Manager 
Moses informed the press that some 
limit must be placed upon the num- 
ber of speeches, particularly when 
an election is nearby. Labor men 
say that the A. B. C. is setting up 
a dictatorship of opinion which 
should be cut as quickly as possible. 

It is generally admitted that the 
coming elections will be fought with 
the aid of radio. Both parties know 
that the best way to get into the 
homes of the people is per medium 
of air. 


PHILLY ANNOUNCERS 
BEING ORGANIZED 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 


Gabbers’ union, still very much un- 
der wraps, has started work on 
Philly staffs, it was learned this 
week. WPEN-WRAX crews are un- 
derstood to be almost 100% lined up. 
Reported that WDAS will be the 
next stop, which has owner Alex 
Dannenbaum doing plenty of nail- 
biting. 

Reason for Dannenbaum’s worry is 
the union rule that announcers can 
do no other tyne of work. Three 
members of the WDAS staff do 
double duty. Pat Stanton, general 
manager; Harold Davis, program di- 
rector, and Jerry Stone, p.a., all do 
announcing on the side. Some dual 
work at other outlets, too, particu- 
larly WIP. 

On the other side of the radio la- 


























signed by WPEN-WRAX for 12 men 





tered about the country, rather than 
from th? msjor networks. Many of | 
the incies, 
responsibility that the networks | 
have and will be able to use tran-| 
scriptions and network programs, | 
rather than fall in line with AFRA. 
Irnterchangeability 
Understood one AFRA headache is 
due to vanish this week when the 
new basis for interchangeability of 
membership cards is to be settled by : 
the Associated Actors and Artistes | 
of America. Terms of the new! 
ruling are believed to call for no 
duplication of dues by members 
working in two different fields of! 
show business, but will involve a| 
split-dues arrangement between any 
member groups involved. It was 
previously feared by AFRA heads 


| 





that interchangeability would be al-| 
lowed without dues sharing. That 


at $60 per man. 


running along under terms of ex- 


it is figured, haven't the | pired contracts on a day-to-day basis, | 


pending national settlement. 


KSAL’S DOROTHY DAY 
Stillwater, Okla., Sept. 21. 

Mrs. Gienn L. Blyeau, known as 
Dorothy Day, has been added to the 
staff of KSAL, Salina, Kans. 

Will present her own continuity 
and script in a daily hour program 
of fashions, style trends, advertising, 
household hints, ete. 








Max Tarshis, baritone, is the 
latest addition to Old Shay’s weekly 
‘Night at the Inn’ show on WCAE, 
Pittsburgh. With Bob Carter and 
Three Maids, he’s being featured in 
a quintet called the Victor Velvet- 
eers. 


Other stations are | 


bor front, the American Communi- 
cations Ass’n, CIO afiiliate lining up 
panelmen, is making rapid strides. 
Nine of WFIL’s 11 engineers signed 
up at a meeting in the St. James 
Hotel last week. Confab was called 
suddenly by Eugene Dupree, ACA 
organizer, to beat the station to the 
draw when he learned that a petition 
for organization of a company union 
was to be circulated. 

ACA filed complaint against the 
proposed company outfit with the 
National Labor Relations Board. 
Board declared the complaint was 
premature, but accepted it. Dupree 
also demanded sole bargaining rights 
for his group. Organizer isn’t hope- 
ful of great success at the station. 
Fears the company will ‘throw the 
men a bone,’ which will take them 
from the CIO ranks into the com- 





pany union. 


Released Gags—Now for Radio? 


(Reprinted from Variety Jan. 11 and 18, 1928, when these gags were 
already so antiquated as to be known as ‘released’ jokes. Fact that they 
have been overworked, evidences that they are some of the hardiest quips 
to have been employed. It will be noted some had even found their way 
onto the then silent screens. Since then these, among others, have become i 
‘released,’ even for radio. Others will be reprinted frem time to time.) 5 


‘Have you seen any of the new $100 bills?’ 
‘No, I haven’t seen any of the old ones.’ 





‘Give me a honeymoon sandwich.’ 
*‘What’s that?’ 


‘Just ‘let us’ alone with no annoyance.’ 

‘I feel like an old stove.’ 

*‘How’s that?’ 

‘All blacked up.’ 

“What's your name?’ 

‘O'Leary, thank you.’ 

‘Don’t thank me, I had nothing to de with it.’ 

(Joe Farnham’s titles for ‘West Point’ film.) 

In ‘A Texas Steer’ (First National 

picture), Will Rogers starred, th 

stery of a transient speaking to a street ci “this 
jisduada taee eee cleaner (white wings) of ‘this 

*You weuldn’t thi - 
Pe nk this a one-horse town if you had my job,’ is 

‘I don’t think se much of Italy; teo many Italians there.’ 

2 
‘A weman’s place is in the English Channel.’ 
‘Here’s a picture of my father standi 
ve ing by a saleon.’ 

“That's funny, I den’t see your father.’ 

What? Has he gone in again?’ 

“Smell that! That’s Cety’s Chypre.’ 

‘Smell this! That’s McCarthy’s goat.’ 

“Fhe charge of the light brigade.’ 

‘Fhe Consolidated Gas Ce.’ 

‘Dentcha shush in my face!’, te which the comeback: 

Well, take yeur face out of my shush.’ 

I will mew sing that pathetic ballad, ‘Sh 

. e Was Onl : 
Daughter, But Now She’s an Officer’s Mess.” ares 
5 

"You ought te be ashamed. I'll tell 
iar eee your mether en you. What's 

‘My mother knows my name.’ 

“What time have you get?’ 

‘It’s half past something. The hour hand on this wateh is gene.’ 

‘That's a nice suit you have en.’ 

‘Yeah, but the pants are a little tight under the arms.’ 

‘There’s a girl whe’ll do things seme day.’ 

‘She just did me.’ 

“Why, the f hom 
oan urniture in our e goes back to King George the 

‘That's nothing. Our’s goes back to Finkenberg’s the 18th.’ 

‘See this lace handkerchief? It’s 6@ years old.’ ¥ 


‘Did you make it yourself?’ 


“What does the buffale on a nickel stand for?’ , 
“Because it hasn’t enough room te sit down.’ 


‘If Lindbergh and Santa Claus had a race to the Nerth Pole, who 
would win?’ 


‘Lindbergh, because there ain’t no Santa Claus.’ 


‘What's the difference between a banana and an orange?’ 
‘I give up.’ 
‘You'd be a fine guy to send out for oranges.” 


CBS SALES MOVES 
IN CALIF. VALLEY 


KROY, Sacramento 100-watter, is 
being offered to daytime accounts by 
Columbia, though no affiliation con- 
tract has been closed between the 
station and the network. If CBS can 
get a few clients to add to the sta- 
tion, the outlet will become part of 
the web’s Pacific supplementary list. 

CBS figures to make Fresno, Cal. 
also available after a while and 
thereby plug up the coverage void 
that it has had to contend with in 
California’s valley sector. 





Philly Staff Changes 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 
Changes in Philly radio staffs dur- 


ing the past week take Jay Faraghan 
from the gabber squad of WTEL to 
the same post at WFIL. Latter sta- 
tion also adds Roy LaPlante to the 
production crew. LaPlante is for- 
merly of WHAT, Philly, and KMTR, 
Hollywood. Margaret Hanley leaves 
WIP to become the secretary of 
Roger W. Clipp, WFIL business man- 
ager. 

Horace Feyhl, production chief at 
WCAU, will be out two months to 
undergo scalpeling. Robert Gill will 
take over his job, while Harry Mar- 
ble, who comes to the spielstaff from 
WORL, Boston, replaces Gill. Frank 
Martin, of WEEU, joins WCAU as 








Cab Calleway starts a regular 
thrice weekly stint from Cotton 2 








production engineer. | Club, N. Y., for WABC next week. 
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With Labor Strife Over, Bankrolls Grow—-Seattle 


and Nearby Towns Booming 


Seattle, Sept. 21. 
With millions available in this 
territory, dialers in the Pacific 


Northwest expect to write history 
this and next year. They are going 
to have more money to spend than 
any time before. All networks aim 
to go after this business, and other 
stations or independent outlets are 
reaching out for live talent shows 
with the same idea in mind, 

Pacific Northwest has been 
neglected, purposely or otherwise, 
by several of the large accounts, 
some scared because of what they 
have been reading about labor dif- 
ficulties and unsightly publicit~. 
But they didn’t seem to realize that 
labor troubles were bound to end 
up for the best all around, as it did, 
with workers having more money to 


Seattle, state’s largest city, is 
strictly a labor union town, in which 
every workman, whether bootblack 
or mechanic, is organized. These 
men and women, all of whom have 
radios, are now making more money 
than ever before, and they are ready 
to spend it. Bank clearances in 
Spokane, Butte and Portland and in 
Idaho’ show the greatest gain in 12 
or 14 years. 

There are no sweat shops in the 
Pacific Northwest. Farmers’ help- 
ers are drawing down good salaries 
and their keep, housemaids and 
other femme help are at a premium, 
and there is a big shortage of 
houses and apartments. Other cities 
in this fertile area report like con- 
ditions. Spokane claims its indus- 
trial crops will outclass any in years, 
with everybody working, and the 
government likes the outlook in the 
Pacific Northwest so well that its 
welfare division uses this section as 
a sample of what the return to work 
has really done when industry plays 
ball with labor. 

Some optimistic feeling and direct 
reflection has even been felt in Van- 
couver, B. C., nearby northwest city. 
Two large Vancouver stores are ar- 
ranging to buy radio time on local 
stations, following a survey made 
there, when it was found the sta- 
tions here had a bigger following 
than Canada’s own system. 


Country Correspondents 
Newest Gag for Radio; 
It’s Old Newspaper Stunt 


Rock Island, Ill., Sept. 21. 


WHBF has inaugurated a policy 
of correspondents, idea borrowed 
from small-town weekly newspapers. 
It works the same way for the 
broadcaster as it has worked for 
generations in the pasturelands for 
rural weeklies. 

Quite by accident, WHBF saw and 
grasped the opportunity correspond- 
ents give a station, as well as a pub- 
lication, for goodwill. Early this 
month Clair Heyer, sales manager 
of the station, discovered that there 
were about 40 residents throughout 
this section of the Mississippi Valley 
regularly mailing in social news of 
what was happening in their imme- 
diate vicinities. Correspondents had 
been listening to the daily spon- 
sored (Montgomery Ward) ‘Miss. 
Valley News’ and sending in notes 
for broadcast inclusion with no com- 
pensation at all. 

Heyer collected all the correspond- 
ents last week and brought them to 
Rock Island for a day of frolic and 
feeding. Sponsor of the program 
the correspondents had been serv- 
icing gave out nearly 100 articles of 
merchandise. 

News-gatherers have now been 
put on a more or less commercial 
basis in that, periodically, the sta- 
tion will fete them. About 25% are 
housewives, and all are club-con- 
Sclous and social gadabouts. 











Lawrence Vice Mathe 
Chicago, Sept. 21. 


Production job left open at WBBM 
when Jack Mathe left for Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert to do ‘Betty and 
Bob,’ was filled by bringing in Dick 
Lawrence, 

Lawrence has been across the 
street as WGN producer-announcer 
for the past couple of years. Among 
other jobs was the Skrip ‘Junior 
Police Patrol,’ 


i 





The Champ? 


Des Moines, Sept. 21. 

Doubtless the radio station 
doing the largest giveaway 
business at this time is WMT 
of Cedar Rapids and Waterloo. 
Anything goes. 

On one program, ‘Tangles 
Tunes,’ 7,500 letters in two 
weeks reached the studios with 
listeners giving titles of tunes 
they hoped the ‘tangled tune- 
sters’ couldn’t play so they 
could receive dollar bills. Five 
dollars is given on every pro- 
gram. ‘Movie man’ gives away 
free tickets to current shows 
and, in addition, his sponsor 
gives a table lamp daily to the 
person sending the best ques- 
tion used on the spot. On an- 
other program, ‘Easy Iowa Song 
Fest,’ $5 prize goes to the singer 
with the best voice picked up in 
a theatre by the ‘musical mike.’ 
There are also cash prizes for 
the best ‘candid word picture’ 
used on the ‘Man at the Tran- 
som’ show, and more casn sent 
the person guessing the nearest 
to the correct growth of Iowa 
corn per week. Another pro- 
gram gives out five quarts of 
ice cream. 


OKLAHOMA BIZ 
SHOOTING UP 


Oklahoma City, Sept. 21. 


Radio time sales throughout the 
state are expected to hit new highs 
during the fall and winter. 


Business is expected to be par- 
ticularly brisk with the new Okla- 
homa network of eight stations, 
which is offering Oklahoma indus- 
tries complete coverage through 
smaller city outlets at good figures 
for the first season. 

NBC and CBS announcements are 
gladdening their outlets at Oklahoma 
City and Tulsa, Local radio biz is 
particularly good in Oklahoma City, 
where much between-time plug ads 
is helping to keep the bookkeepers 
busy. Notable pickup in one-breath 
plugs has been noticed, with many 
cases being firms trying radio for 
the first time. 


More sustainers are gradually be- 
ing put on the air also, with less 
and less time devoted to discs and 
other types of non-profit wax. 

Radio stations are also, for the 
first time as a whole, advertising in 
newspapers and other mediums, 
figuring that where there is some 
rain there might be a cloudburst. 
Most such ads are directed straight 
at advertisers, rather than ether con- 
sumers. 


NAB OBSERVERS AT 
2 INT'L RADIO MEETS 


Washington, Sept. 21. 


Observers for the National Ass’n 
of Broadcasters will keep an eye on 
doings at this winter’s pair of sched- 
uled international radio conventions, 
Havana and Cairo, under terms of 
resolution adopted last week by the 
Ass’n directorate. 

Representatives for the North 
American gabfest in Cuba, during 
November, and the World Radio 
Conference in Egypt, next February, 
will be designated by John Elmer, 
Ass'n prez. Likely that Elmer will 
take in Cairo, with James W. Bald- 
win, managing director, almost sure 
to sit on the sideline bench at Ha- 
vana. Technical advisors probably 
will be included, although no hint 
yet who will get the assignment. 

Possible that James C. McNary, 
formerly headquarters staff engineer, 
will be the expert. He was sent 
overseas this summer to the Bu- 
charest get-together to keep watch 
on foreign maneuvers which might 
have a bearing on the February 
session. 


























Eddie Krolikowski’s Polish mu- 
sickers, long at WICC, Brdigeport. 
will skip this season. 








CBS Adds WNBX 


WNBX, Springfield, Vt., joins CBS 
Sunday (26). Station is already a 
member of the Yankee regional and 
hence available to Mutual. Broad- 
caster is operated by Harry C. 
Wilder. 

It’s the first station in Vermont 
taken on by Columbia. NBC has no 
stations in the state, in which there 
are only five broadcasters in toto. 


MYSTERY RE 2 
SEATTLE 
STATIONS 


Seattle, Sept. 21. 

Considerable confusion exists in 
Seattle radio due to the peculiar 
mix-up of KIRO and KOL as to net- 
work affiliation. Situation has many 
sub-layers of rumor and speculation 
arising out of the relation of KOL 
to Columbia, its present network, 
and Mutual-Don Lee, its possible 
future connection. 

Don Lee-Mutual extension in the 
northwest is dated to begin Sept. 
26, but meanwhile the matter of Se- 
attle clearance, key to the whole 
expansion, remains mysterious. 
KOL will be followed Jan. 1 next by 
KIRO as the CBS Seattle outlet, but 
in the interim KOL will neither con- 
firm or deny any change prior to 
Jan. 1. 

KOL is maintaining complete and 
discreet silence, either as to leav- 
ing CBS in advance of the formal 
severance of that affiliation, or of 
taking service from Mutual starting 
next week. 

In the event that KOL’s antici- 
pated contract with Don Lee is con- 
summated, KOL will probably be- 
come quite active in regional pro- 
gram building. Station has held in 
abeyance for some months plans for 
an elaborate new studio set-up de- 
signed to be the most pretentious in 
the west. 

KVI, Tacoma, is affiliated with 
CBS and has lately entered Seattle 
with a snappy modern arrangement 
of offices. It is now selling itself as 
a combination Seattle-Tacoma sta- 
tion, having its transmitter about 
seven or eight miles from Seattle 
and is making its letterheads and 
publicity, including 24-sheet boards, 
emphasize the dual aspect. KIRO, 
meanwhile, is aggressively preparing 
to step from its independent status 
into the role of a network affiliate. 


Ike Levy as Biggest 
CBS Stockholder, SEC 
Says, Outside of Paley 


Washington, Sept. 21. 

Holdings of officers and directors 
of the Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem at the time when the network 
obtained listing of its securities on 
the N. Y. exchange were made pub- 
lic by the Securities & Exchange 
Commission Friday (17). Report 
shows that nine insiders, not includ- 
ing William S. Paley, president, have 
a stake in the corporation, while two 
execs and one director have no 
money involved, 

Portfolios were as follows: 

H. Leslie Atlass, Chicago, vice- 
president, 144 Class A; Hugh K. 
Boice, New York, 674 Class A and 
40 Class B; Harry C. Butcher, Wash., 
vice-president, 175 Class A; J. A. W. 
Inglehart, N. Y., 2,200 Class A; Ed- 
ward Klauber, New York, 1,820 
Class A; Isaac D. Levy, Phila., 65,270 
Class A and 25,530 Class B; Leon 
Levy, Phila., 38,476 Class A and 44,- 
924 Class B; Samuel Paley, Phila., 
23,200 Class A and 2,000 Class B; and 
Herbert Bayard Swope, New York, 
11,000 Class A. Besides his A and 
B tickets, Samuel Paley, father of 
the web prez, holds 26,000 voting 
trust certificates for Class B ducats. 

No-stake insiders include W. B. 
Lewis, Dorsey Richardson, and Frank 
K. White, all of N. Y. 




















Enough Is Enough 


Lynchburg, Sept. 21. 

After a week’s fling at running a 
nite club, Tuck Young is back at his 
old job as newscaster for WLVA. 

Young quit the siation to take 
over the Merry Garden, but a few 
days later resigned and handed the 
nitery back to the owner, Marvin 
Drake of Harrisonburg. 

Returned to the station after a 
brief layoff interval. 


Housecleaning of FCC Legalists 


Seen in Newest Sweeping Inquiry 
On Setting Up of Dummy Applicants 





Washington, Sept. 21. 
Sweeping inquiry into the use of 
dummy applicants to complicate 
radio cases was hinted last 


after the Federal Communications 
Commission stiffened its disbarment 
citation against Paul M. Segal and 
George S. Smith, prominent radio 
attorneys. 

General house-cleaning of the F. 
C. C. legal roster seemed probable 
as a furore over phoney pleas was 
livened with the prefering of more 
charges against the legal ‘duo, who 
already are under fire. Concurrent 
developments included an allegation 
about paper broadcasters in a case 
hanging fire in the courts and the 
disclosure that a direct accusation of 
deception featured a recent hearing 
in still another matter. 

Broadening of the crusade comes 
a fortnight before Segal and Smith 
face a witness-stand grilling on 
charges that they deliberately misled 
the Commish in the sensational 640 
(Portland, Me.) cases and in the 
Johnson City incident, where official 
files were allegedly tampered with. 
Other legalites are wondering if 
more lightning is contained in the 
storm clouds hanging over the F. 
i 


week 


Charges 


Affecting one present licensee and 
two prospective operators, the ex- 
panded charges against Segal and 
Smith allege that three more dummy 
applicants were represented by the 
besieged firm. 

General denial of the new com- 
plaint was voiced by Segal, who said 
that he and his colleague will file 
an amended answer refuting all 
of the Commish complaints before 
the 15-day deadline is reached. Bar- 
rister added that he was not sur- 
prised by the revised citation, since 
the added matters had been dis- 
cussed when he was examined by 
Samuel H. Kaufman, special pros- 
ecutor in the disbarment proceedings. 

Latest squawk is based on appli- 
cations of Commercial Broadcasters, 
Inc., for a new transmitter at Moor- 
head, Minn.; Great Western Broad- 
casting Association, Inc., for plants 
at Provo and Logan, Utah; and 
Geraldine Alberghane, for an out- 
let at Pawtucket, R. I. 


And What Happened 


According to the Commish revords, 
only one of these applicants — Great 
Western—pressed the case to a finish. 
Miss Alberghane and the Minnesota 
outfit both failed to show up for 
scheduled hearings. Mountaineers 
won favorable recommendation on 
one request (for the Provo station) 
and drew an adverse report on the 
other, but were knifed by the Broad- 
cast Division when an eight-way 
fight in the Rockies was settled. 

With the Great Western case cur- 
rently before .the D. C. Court of 
Appeals, the Commish contended 
that none of these three Segal-Smith 
applicants was frank in seeking 
franchises. No specifications were 
provided in the revised citation, but 
it was learned that investigators 
have rounded up evidence which 
they contend proves that the ostensi- 
ble applicants in each instance were 
fronting for other individuals who 
would have controlled the prospec- 
tive transmitters. 

One existing station will be drawn 
into the fuss by the latest Commish 
move, which was unanimously sup- 
ported by all of the four members 
who heard Kaufman’s recommenda- 
tion for added charges. He is S. S. 
Fox, president of Intermountain 
Broadcasting Corp, which operates 
KDYL, Salt Lake City, and who was 
said to be really behind Great 
Western. 





Admission 


The Great Western complaint is 
founded on admission at hearings 
over two years ago that Helen R. 
Duval, asserted to be a Washington 
stenographer, owned all of the stock 
of the corporation. Commish con- 
tends that Segal and Smith set up 
the company, which was chartered 
in Delaware, and turned control over 
to the woman, who also is said to 
| have figured in Palmer Broadcasting 
| Syndicate, which was involved in the 
| Portland, Me., scuffle for a 640 berth. 

While the Commish says this firm 
was a stooge, Segal pointed out Sat- 
|urday (18) that his client is waging 
|a court fight for the right to erect 
100 watters in the two Utah villages 
jas evidence of good faith. In a dis- 





tinct, although related, brief urging 
the courts to overturn the Commish 
settlement of the Rocky Mountain 
scrap, he fired a new broadside at 
rivals, claiming some of the: other 
parties to the tiff were phonies. 


Files show that Examiner George 
H. Hill, in analyzing eight separate 
Utah applications which were con- 
solidated for hearing, advised the 
Commish to grant Great Westa.» a 
construction permit for a local sta- 
tion, using 1210, at Provo, and rec- 
ommended favorable action on re- 
quest of Utah Broadcasting Co. for 
new plant at Salt Lake City, occu- 
pying 1500 spot. Final settlement 
found the Commish shelving both of 
the Great Western proposals and 
green-lighting Utah Broadcasting Co. 

The other two cases which 
plunged barristers deeper into hot 
water never were concluded. No 
hint why the Commish used them 
as basis for added charges. 


Moorhead Case 


In the Moorhead, Minn., case, ap- 
plication of Commercial Broadcast- 
ers, Inc., for 100 watter on 1310, was 
denied July 23, 1935, as in default. 
Geraldine Alberghane, seeking a 1 
kw outlet on 720, did not appear at 
a hearing early in July, upon which 
no report has been filed. She has 
been termed a front for Paul Oury, 
formerly with WPRO, Providence, 
and then with WNRI (which passed 
out of existence before the station 
was built), with records in another 
proceeding before the Commish con- 
taining allegation that at the time 
she claimed to be a resident of the 
Rhode Island city she actually was 
a registered voter in Brookline, 
Mass. Whispers connected Walter 
F. O’Hara, race track mogul and 
Providence publisher, with her ap- 
plication, although tieup never was 


proved, te 
* 


Promising full comeback in 
formal answer, Segal shrugged 
the added charges with following 
comment: 

‘During the course of my volun- 
tary appearance before Mr. Kauf- 
man (Commish attorney) in connec- 
tion with the previous charges, 
these matters were gone into and 
fully explained. I discussed all of 
them at length. I want to point out 
that Great Western was no dummy. 
It received a favorable report from 
a Commission examiner and then 
when the Commission reversed the 
examiner, without making any find- 
ing adverse to my client, we went 
to court with an appeal from the de- 
cision.’ 

Other Developments 


The other developments in the 
row over phoney applicants was (a) 
disclosure that William Dwight, 
managing editor of Holyoke, Mass., 
Transcript-Telegram and a director 
of license-seeking Hampden Hamp- 
shire Corp., alleged that dummy ap- 
plicant is barring way of his group; 
and (b) Segal-Smith contention, in 
brief presented to the D. C. appel- 
late court, that Utah Broadcasting 
Co. is merely fronting for Dan H. 
Shields, who is described as a Utah 
politician. 

While the Bay State case is not 
linked with the Segal-Smith pro- 
ceeding, and the Commish has not 
turned its attention to the good 
faith of the Utah Broadcasting Co., 
signs pointed toward definite steps 
to ventilate charges that dummy 
corporations often are used in fights 
for radio assignments. Sources close 
to the F.C.C. believed that before 
long a general inquiry into legal 
practices will be launched, with 
regulations being tightened in the 
interim to block the filing of re- 
quests for persons who do not in- 
tend to go through. 

Along this line it was noted that 
lately there have been several inci- 
dents where applicants admitted 
they would turn over their fran- 
chises to others if they are granted 
construction permits or licenses. In 
some of these cases sharp language 
has been used by examiners in 
urging denial of the requests, while 
in one or two situations the Broad- 
cast Division has handed out stiff 
rebukes. 








Bob Hawks to transfer from 
| WAAF and WCFL over to Chicago 
| NBC studios, where his ‘Red Hot and 
| Low Down’ will be known as ‘Studio 
Stooges.’ 
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NBC, CBS Negotiating New Deals | 





(Continued from page 29) 





likely leave themselves open to all 
sorts of demands from the local 
unions in these three cities. NBC 
and CBS, said Weber, could expect a 
more equitable settlement of their 
musician problem for the next two 
years, while the AFM board was in 
a position to supervise the nego- 
tiations. 
Chi Gab Starts 

Network officials were able im- 
mediately to begin talking terms for 
their Chicago studio staffs, since 
James Petrillo, head of the Chicago 
union, was in New York attending 
the meeting of the AFM executive 
board. In response to a wire from 
“"ieber, the Los Angeles local has 
delegated a committee to repair to 
New York for discussions concerning 
a new agreement for staff orchestras 
employed in network feeding studios. 

Meanwhile Jack Rosenberg, Local 
802 prez, will, with the assistance of 
that branch’s radio committee, un- 
dertake to work out a revised pact 
for the New York studios of NBC 
and Columbia. Current contract be- 
tween Local 802 and the networks 
doesn’t expire until March, 1938. 

While the special committee ap- 
pointed by the stations affiliated 
with NBC and CBS was trying to 
formulate a standard contract for 
musicians and a yardstick for divvy- 


| 





ing up the $1,500,000 annually which 
this broadcasters’ group has guaran- 
teed the AFM, Weber, attended by 
his board, met Friday (17) with the 
manufacturers of transcriptions and 
phonograph records, 


‘Satisfactory’ 


Weber advised this contingent that 
the negotiations with broadcasters 
were progressing satisfactorily, but 
that he could not discuss the part 
they are to play in the broadcast 
picture as far as musician employ- 
ment is concerned until the more 
important phases of the problem 
have been solved. He told the group 
that he would meet with it again on 
Oct. 16. 





It is definitely understood by the | 


committee representing the network 
affiliated stations that any standard 
contract agreed to by the AFM will 
not run for more than two years. 
Original suggestion from broadcaster 
sources had been five years. Com- 
mittee has also been told that the 
AFM will not agree to the insertion 
of a clause providing for arbitra- 
tion of any disputes. Such allow- 
ance would be a departure from the 
AFM’s policy or that of most other 
labor unions. Weber declared that 
the broadcasters could depend on 
the AFM executive board to see that 
they got a fair deal from local 
unions and that if they doubted this 
remedy, they could ask any em- 


| for 





ployer of musicians in the. past 
whether he had wished he could re- 
sort to arbitrators. 

AFM board understands that it 
will be in a position to deal with the 
340 outlets not associated with the 
networks through James W. Bald- 
win, managing director of the Na- 
tional Ass’n of Broadcasters. This 
angle of the situation will be aired 
within the industry when broadcast- 
ers hold their general convention, 
Oct. 12, at the Waldorf-Astoria, New 
York. 








Sponsored Sky Program 

Program ‘Microphone in the Sky,’ 
which is staged on the 86th floor of 
the Empire State building (1,050 feet 
from the street), is headed for a new 
sponsor, with several inquiries made 
in recent weeks. Currently, the 
broadcast is sustaining over WOR 
15 minutes starting at 1 p.m. | 
daily. 

‘Inquiring Microphone,’ as the pro- 
gram was originally known when it 
started on WINS with Earl Harper 
at the mike, was started by Publicity 
Associates and is still under their 
guidance. When Harper moved to 
WNEW, the program went with him, 
and stayed until it was unfurled on 
WOR under its new title. Publicity 
Associates serve as sales agents for 
Empire State, Inc., controlling and | 
making available Empire Building 
facilities. 





Partridge Trio, New Haven femme 
musickers, enrolled at WICC, 





| reading 











WARD, WLTH, Brooklyn, Silenced | 


(Continued from page 31) 





cord that the Brooklyn Eagle, ap- 
plicant for exclusive occupancy of 
the contésted channel, failed to offer 


convincing proof of its financial 
stability. 
Concerning the successful con- 


testants, WBBC and WVFW, the de- 
cision declared that, after mature re- 
flection, the Commish was convinced 
that WVFW served a useful purpose 
and ought to be allowed to retain its 


| spot, WLTH and WARD were guilty 
| of improprieties so serious that their 
| deletion was ‘compelling,’ and WBBC 


could make the best use of the ad- 
ditional time. No detailed reasons 
were given for favoring WBBC, but 
between the lines it was 
apparent the Commish felt the sta- 
tion’s foreign language programs— 
which have been hit in various other 
recent proceedings—were meritori- 
ous. 

Ousting of WVFW on behalf of 
WBBEC was nixed when the majority 
found that the Brooklyn Broadcast- 
ing Corp. did not demonstrate its 
proposed service as sufficiently su- 
perior to warrant granting full time 
on 1,400 to WBBC. Gagging of 
WBBC and WVFW in order to clear 
the way for a shift for WEVD like- 
wise was turned down, with the ob- 
servation that the Debs Memorial 











tainer holding immense audiences in 
the country’s 6th city. Established in 1921, 
Station WHK has won and held a vast daily 
audience by the most adroit type of show- 
manship. It carries more local sustaining and 
local commercial hours than any other net- 
work station in Cleveland. For advertisers 
and listeners—WHK’s addition is another 


real improvement in Blue Network service. 


ERE’S a pioneer salesman and enter- 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


A RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE 





Radio Fund Inc. did not prove it 
would serve the public interest any 
better through moving. : 


Eagle’s Finances 


Barring of the Eagle, which in a 
previous round had won the nod 
from a Commish examiner, was based 
on the daily’s lukewarm presenta- 
tion of evidence to support its con- 
struction permit plea, Commish was 
not satisfied with the data on finan- 
ces, particularly the possible sale of 
stock to the public. Decision point- 
ed out that, while the Eagle ex. 
pected to subscribe for all of the 
common stock of the Brooklyn Daily 
Eagle Broadcasting Co., there was no 
assurance that the money would be 
forthcoming and that the firm would 
be amply backed. Noted that there 
was agreement to deliver the entire 
authorized issue of 1,500 shares of 
preferred to a N, Y. financial house, 
kut no proof that it is financially 
able to pay on the line or is legally 
obligated to do so. 

Considerable emphasis was placed 
on the alleged ‘irregularities and im- 
proprieties’ charged against the man- 
agement of WARD and WLTH. In 
each instance, chief criticism is that 
the station bosses allowed interme- 
diaries to round up sponsors for for- 
eign tongue programs which were 
not sufficiently supervised by the 
management. Squawk about WARD 
is based on Italian features directed 
by Louis Capola, while complaints 
against WLTH is related to Polish 
programs put on by a Mr. Witkowski. 
On each point the decision declared 
the management did not exercise 
proper supervision. 

Other complaints against WARD 
grew out of ‘Little Artists. Radio 
School’ program, which featured kid 
singers, dancers, and reciters who 
were charged $1 each for the privi- 
lege. Defective equipment of WARD, 
which resulted in interruption of 
service, also was cited. 

Decision contained one paragraph 
of general interest to the entire in- 
dustry, virtually laying down a rigid 
policy for all licensees on the mat- 
ters of physical operation and pro- 
gram supervision, Majority said in 
this connection, while discussing 
WARD: 

No Excuse 


‘One of the most essential 
incumbent upon the licensee of a 
broadcast station is that of insuring 
the continuous efficient operation of 
the transmitting equipment.. In fact, 
this is an indispensable condition to 
the good service of any station. Fail- 
ures of this equipment, due to causes 
reasonably within human control, 
whereby the public is deprived of 
service, denotes a state of careless- 
ness and mismanagement which this 
Commission, in the exercise of its 
regulatory authority, “will not con- 
done.’ 

All of the former 1,400 channel 
stations, as well as the Eagle, were 
battered by former Vice Chairman 
Stewart, who made quite a reputa- 
tion before leaving the Commission 
through his dissents in radio cases, 
Retired member said that WARD, 
WBBC, WLTH, and WVFW provide 
‘an excellent illustration of what 
radio stations should not be’ and evi- 
dence about the Eagle’s intentions 
showed the proposed paper-owned 
transmitter ‘would be another run- 
of-the-mill mediocre broadcasting 
station of which there are now too 
many in the New York area.’ 

Boosting WEVD, Stewart said this 
transmitter is ‘one of the few stations 
in the United States which places 
public service above private profit 
and gives appropriate emphasis to 
the statutory obligation to operate 
in the public interest. It has op- 
erated to provide a medium through 
which all sides on public questions 
might be presented and has espe- 
cially sought to make its facilities 
available to minorities, Operation on 
full time instead of its present half- 
time would substantially increase the 
field of usefulness of an already use- 
ful station. The reward for opera- 
tion in the public interest should 
be forthcoming whenever possible.’ 


duties 





Preston Bradley airing his 90- 
minute church services for the 15th 
year, beginning Sunday (19), to go 
over WJJD, Chicago. 
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WIP GETS 2D 


MUTUAL NET 
PROGRAM 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 





WIP was awarded a contract this | 


week for its second show from Mu- 
tual. Program is ‘Varady of Vienna,’ 
with the Ted Weems orch, Sundays, 
1 to 1:30 p. m. 

This is the second NBC commer- 
cial shot WIP has gotten in the past 
three weeks. Other is the Hecker 
Cereal show with Myra Kingsley, 
astrologer, 11:45 to 12 noon, Mon- 
davs through Fridays. 

WIP is not a Mutual station. 
Chain’s outlet here is WFIL. Same 
situation is believed to prevail ré- 
arding this switch as the last one. 
At that time, Don Withycomb, WFIL 


g. m., explained “We could have 
cleared the time, but inasmuch as 
WFIL’s basic net is NBC blue, it 


the time 
28 days’ no- 
such a 


would have the right to 
whenever it wanted on 
tice. Sponsor refused 
tative deal.’ 

At WIP it was said that the pro- 
gram came its way because ‘Varady’ 
had a series of spots on the station 
last season and requested it again. 
WIP exec, at the same time, de- 
clared, ‘We can have the Mutual 


ten- 


network in here anytime we want it.’ | 


However, WIP has an exclusive 
termer with WMCA-Intercity net 
until the end of 1938. 

Mutual is definitely known to be 
dissatisfied with the set-up at WFIL, 
which maintains, besides it, the NBC 
blue and the WLW Line. 


programs are frequently forced off | 


by demands of other webs. 

Whether the two Mutual programs 
are being tossed to WIP as a threat 
to WFIL, as the beginning of a gen- 
eral shifting of affiliation, or mere- 
ly as a technical necessity, is the 
subject of speculation here. 


Bob Thompson, station manager of 


WCOL, Columbus, in N. Y. on busi- | 


ness, 


Mutual’s | 





| Waxies Go H’wood 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

It's an old Hollywood §cus- 
tom to light up the skies for an 
opening, but it hasn’t been done 
before for a wax job, so Frank 
Purkett of Associated Cinema 
Studios ups and has rented Co- 
lumbia’s Vine Street theatre for 
a hoopla splash next Friday 
(24). 

Occasion is a double header: 
the 54th theatric anniversary of 
May Robson and the enact- 
ment of the first five sequences 
of ‘Lady of Millions’ by the ac- 
tress while the transcription is 


made onstage. Show, an invi- 
tational affair, will run for two 
hours. 











ST. LOO U STATION’S 
IST COMMERCIAL ACCT. 


St. Louis, Sept. 21. 


University, which went commercial 
two weeks ago after 11 years as a 
non-commercial 


station, lined up 
the Carson Furniture Co. for its 
first commercial account last week, 


| 





| twirls for the club. 


Celebs’ Baseball Game, 


Legionnaires Delay 


Start of Mag Program 


Initial broadcast of the new series 
over Mutual for Commentator Maga- 
zine did not hit the ether as carded 
Sunday (19) night. Lowell Thomas. 
first of the guest commentators set 
for the twice-weekly quarter-hours. 
arrived at the mike too late. Claimed 
a mixup in time, believing 
gram was skedded for 9:45 p.m., in- 
stead of 9:30. 

Thomas nixed 


coming N. Y 


asking that a wire be 
r ; 


into 
ana airing 


the pro- | 


rin Shel aa hi harman ~+ Da xe] 

‘ aaa Mp iv ii > ii yi < «it BR da VV i i 

N. Y., 40 miles north of WOR, which | 
was feeding to Mutual. In the afier- 


noon the commentator, accompanied 


hy Charles Payson, friend of Thomas 


and publisher of the sponsoring | 
magazine went to an indoor base- } 
ball tilt in which ‘The Nine Old 
Men,’ team of celebs residing’ in 
Connecticut, participated. Thomas 


He and Payson 


| didn’t get back to his home in time, 


WEW, operated by the St. Louis | 


Furniture company sponsors a street | 


broadcast program which has been 
running on other local stations for 
two years. 

Al S. Foster, formerly with WWL., 
operated by Loyola University, New 
Orleans, who is the new. business 
manager at WEW, has obtained Mrs. 
Myrtle Leary Bingham for his sec- 
retary; Bill Durbin, formerly of 
WTMV and Arlington Thomas, for- 
merly with WGRC, as announcers 
and placed Dick Cross, for six years 
with stations, as temporary program 
Station ‘will make a 
| splurge in sports, with Alex Buchan 

in charge. 


| director. 





Kate Smith’s Debut Guests 


Tallulah Bankhead and Henry 
| Fonda will guest on the initial Kate 
| Smith show of the new season, 


|ethering Sept. 30. Series will re- 
| sume in same setup as before. 

Miss Bankhead set by the Morris 
office. 


| power. 
|Co., owners, will immediately begin 


| 
| 


| 


reporting that American Legion- 
naires driving enmasse into N. Y. 
unduly delayed their progress. 


Program now will debut tomorrow | 


(Thursday ). 


WCOA Doubling Power 


Pensacola, Fla., Sept. 21. 
Station WCOA has been granted 
permission by the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission to double its 
Pensacola Broadcasting 


construction of 
transmitter. 


new studios and 
Figured the boost will 


miranlriinmic 4h- 4ntinn’c hease Inn gt 
qguaarupie we Stavi0hS oOroaacasr 
range. 

New. plant will include a rein- 


forced concrete building capable of 
being hermetically sealed agatnst 
high .waters or storms. Henry G. 
Wells is general manager of the sta- 
tiqn. 


KATZ GETS WCFL 
Chicago, Sept. 21. 
WCFL, Chicago Federation of 


Labor station, has appointed the E. | ized. 


| Katz office as its national sales rep. 


i 


Deal starts immediately. 


= 








Slight Error 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 
Next time Harold Davis, pro- 


gram director at WDAS, is 
called on to spiel a musical 
transcription show. he’s going 


to get together with the engi- 
neer who puts the discs on the 


machine. Recently he. an- 
nounced: ‘A cheertul, snappy, 
sparkling program of old time 


favorites.’ 
First number was ‘The Letter 
Edged in Black.’ 











SUMMER’S OVER, FCC 


HARD AT WORK AGAIN ‘si emery ase 


Was 

Terminating an extended summer 

holiday, members of the Broadcast 

Division of the Federal Communica- 

tions Commission last week buckled 

down to biz in its first 
session since July 2. 


hington, 


Sept. 21 


16 examiners’ 
batch in many 


Action was taken on 
reports—largest 


| months—with severe slappings ad- 
ministered to several hopeful ap- 
plicants in the form of denials and 
dismissals with prejudice Recom- 





| 


mendations of all six examiners 
were closely followed, Commish sus- 
taining all of the reports acted on 
without any reversals 
Go-ahead signals were 
three new transmitters, 
Idaho, Washington and 
(see F.C.C. Docket in this section). 
Latter plea was granted without 
hearing. Other action included dis- 
missal with prejudice of four re- 
quests for new stations; denial and 
dismissal without prejudice of two 
others; upping of power in five cases, 
an okay on change of frequency and 
two changes in hours of operation. 


given for 
located in 
Wyoming 


In addition to acting on examiners’ 
recommendations, the Commish 
breezed through a pile of less im- 
portant business, attended to numer- 
ous special authorizations and 
routine license renewa!s and ratified 
a mess of small stuff already author- 
Applications set for hearing, 
however, amounted to a mere hand- 
ful. 


important 





| 


|of the 








DEMAND GOV 
RADIO QUIZ 
IN S. AFR. 


Capetown, Aug. 27. 
Johannesburg Radio Ass’n has de- 
manded a government investigation 
operation methods of the 
South African Broadcasting Corp. on 
the grounds that promi made to 
’ a 1 


+h rp 
Loe f 


demands 


r separate Dutch and English pro- 
grams have been ignored, English 
announcers fired and replaced by 


Dutch, and that past assurances from 
the Broadcasting Corp. that mikemen 
speaking both languages would be 
used have not been lived up to. 


Paul Clush ‘Siceecde 
Kent at WJBK, Detroit 


Detroit, Sept. 21. 

Paul Y. Clark, former Detroit 
newspaperman and lately contact 
man with WWJ and CKLW, succeeds 
M. E. Kent as commercial manager 
at WJBK here. Kent recently was 
appointed general manager of To- 
ledo’s new station, WTOL. 

Other changes in WJBK’s staff in- 
clude: 

Ed McKenzie succeeds Jerry Fair- 
banks, announcer, who has resigned 
rom WJBK. to become program di- 
rector at WTOL; Theodore Stahl 
takes over the engineering post va- 
cated by Wayne McDonnell, who also 
goes to WTOL along with Marvin 
Krause, formerly with WJBK and 
WIND, as chief announcer Frank 
Knorr: now handling the Night Owl 
show formerly conducted by Larry 
Gentile, who’s gone to CKLW for a 
similar show. William Walker is 
WJBK’s new remote operator. 





Harvey Olson ‘Star Gazing in Hole 
lywood’ daily at WDRC, Hartford. 
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Charles Townsend, NBC Chicago 
studio-field engineer, is going to the 
NBC television department in New 
York, with Wilson Knight assigned 
to take over Townsend's job in Chi- 
cago, and George Maki succeeding 
Knight. 





Lee Cooley is now doing a daily 
stint as studio reporter on ‘Holly- 
wood in Person,’ conducted by Bob 
Baker for General Mills (Bisquick). 





Dick Marvin, J. 
ether department chief, back in Chi- 
cago after a confab in the 
home offices. 

Cliff Samuelson of General 
in €A¥icago last week on various ad 
deals and a couple 
with the Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
agency. 





New mikeman at WHBF, Rock 
Island, is Ted Randall, from WD2Z, 
Tuscola, Il. 





George Snell, assistant production 
manager at KDYL, Salt Lake City, 
has sold a short story to New 
Mexico, quarterly. 

F. Gerard Wolke, assistant mana- 
ger of the guest relations dep’t. of 
NBC, off on an extended vacation 
this week. 





Virginia Blachly, secretary to 
Wayne Randall, NBC publicity chief, 
off on a 4-week sail to the West 
Indies. 





Ruth Fenton, formerly on the staff 
of WCAU and WCAE, currently han- 
dling ‘Let’s Compare Notes’ on 
KMOX, St. Louis, due to the illness 
of Carol Gay. 





Norge Co. of Missouri became a 
participant -in KMOX’s ‘Magic Kit- 
chen’ program Sept. 13 for 52 weeks. 
Program is aired daily, except Sun- 
day. 





Robert E. Dunville, ass’t to gen. 
mgr... James E. Shouse of KMOX, St. 
Louis, a pop. Daughter born Sept. 15. 





Herbert MacCready, KMOX mike- 





man, married to Margaret Omo- 
hundro, 
George Snell, asst. production 


mer. of KDYL, Salt Lake N. B. C, 
affliate, putting finishing touches on 
his third novel. 





Earl Glade, Jr., KSL, Salt Lake 
be eee en 





Walter Thompson | 


New York | 


Mills | 
I 


of conferences | 








Cc. B. S. unit, and son of the sta- 
tion’s g.m., winning prizes for candid 
camera snaps. 





Leonard Traube, assistant director 
of the New Jersey State Fair, will 
be interviewed on ‘Listener’s Scrap- 
book,” WNEW, by William McGrath. 





Beeman Fisher 


pointed v. p. and gen. mgr. at the | 
Southland Industries, WOAI, San | 
Antonio, Tex 

Jehn Jacobs, KTSA spieler, spent 


| his vacation relaxing in Milwaukee 


Helen Beaucamp, of the program 
-oster, of KTSA, San Antonio, va- 
cationed in Kansas 

Mr. and Mrs. Weldon Wright of | 


the KTSA, San Antonio, accounting | 
department, back from Hollywood, | 
where they visited Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard Gambrill, once connected 
with KTSA and now with a Los An- 
geles station. 





Bert Ponard, WOAI organist, and | 
the Three Simpson Sisters have | 
been added to the new talent line up | 
the Knight-Kaps. 

Shaw, 
Vera Harper, 


LOI 





Monette 
Mrs. 


songstress, and 
organist, are be- 


ing sponsored on WOAI, San An- 
tonio, by Porter Loring, funeral di- 
rector. 





Delle Gillis, is the latest addition 
to the dramatic staff at WCAE, Pitts- 


burgh. She’s from Chicago, where 
she appeared on NBC and CBS 
shows and more recently was in 


charge of the dramatic department 
of Insull-organized affiliated net- 
work, 

Kitty Conti, of WCAE, Pittsburgh, 
broke her wrist in a fall last week 
and will have to wear a sling for 
some time. 





Elmer Kenyon, p.a. for the Thea- 
tre Guild and former head of the 
Carnegie Tech drama school/ ap- 
peared on KDKA, Pittsburgh, this 
week under auspices of the Congress 
of Women’s Clubs, delivering a lec- 
ture on ‘Rebirth of Theatre.’ 





Hildegarde guests 
program Sept. 30. 
barks Wednesday (22), after having 
worked in England and France for 
several months. 


on the Vallee 
Warbler disem- 








is the newly ap-| 


scended 


stations 





Nancy Kelly, who plays Nancy 


Miller in the Myrt and Marge show 
over CBS for Supersuds, is in ‘Susan 
and God,” new John Golden show 
with Gertrude Lawrence. Bill Joyce, 
of the Morris office, handling. 





Tommy Bartlett, WBBM  an- 
nouncer, on a Michigan vacation, en- 
tered an amateur contest, and won a 
five spot. 





Judy Starr, Jane Froman and Lee 
Wiley have been added to the 
George Jessel-Will Osborne series 
which World Broadcasting will wax 
for DeSoto. 


and decorators have de- 
on WBT, Charlotte, N. C., 
where the studios and offices 
ting a new face 


Painters 


are get- 


Lawrence Witte, of N. W. Ayer’s 
home office, has started a weekly 
program of radio chatter called ‘Mike 
| Notes’ on KYW, Philly. Has been 


. "we AF ~ryleee + 
aoing the same ype Oo: COhUumMn f< 


| 
112 weeklies sheoat the conkers coast 
for several years. 
ree | 
isabel Manning Mouton, known as 
‘Petticoat on the Air,’ has begun a 
new twice-weekly series on 13 CBS 
for Wyandotte Cleanser. 
| Features human interest stories be- 
hind the news. Set by N. W. Ayer. 





| 
| sessions 


| sociated with Bachenheimer, 





Calvin Jackson, who recently 
joined the WCAU  gabbing staff, | 
made his ether debut on the same 


station eight years ago—but not as a 
gabber. At that time he was a mem- 
ber of Charlie Marberger’s orch. 





Horace W. Feyhl, WCAU produc- 
tion chief, who claims to have used 
the first dummy on the air years ago 
in a series of Ismak Rug Co., is plan- 
ning a new program with a twin- 
voicer since the sudden upspurt in 
popularity of the woodenheads. 

Cecil Carmichael, director of pub- 
lic relations at WBT, Charlotte, N. C., 
for the past year, has resigned to 
jcin a New York publicity firm. 





Roy Campbell’s Royalists, vocal 
group, signed by Gruen Watches for 
an NBC net show starting Oct. 3 





Ed Flynn, graduate of Ithaca Col- 
lege and experienced in Broadway 
legit, has joined the Leighton & 
Nelson .agency,. Schenectady, as 
copy-writer, actor and producer. 





Adrian Fuller broadcasting a 
series of talks on the Far East and 
Shanghai situation over WBNS, Co- 
lumbus, 


Roger Baker, who dishes out play 
by play basebaH broadcasts in Buf- 
falo, won the Wanakah club’s Gan- 





SS 


“The results from our offer over WSAI 


were indeed gratifying.” 


O'BRIEN VARNISH CO., South Bend, Ind. 
J. J. Crowley, Advertising Manager. 


The response to this offer exceeded all expecta- 


tions. 


This indicates that WSAI reaches a live, 


enthusiastic, ready-to-buy audience. 


There's a reason. 


eROBERT G. JENNINGS, in charge of Sales and Programs 








son Depew Memorial Golf Tourna- 


ment, one of the major events 
among cow pasture pool-players 
thereabouts. WGR spieler stroked 


four legitimate birdies in the final 
round. 





Pat Crowe and his Four White 
Crows have begun new fall series on 
WHKC, Columbus, for the Crowe 
Furniture Co. Last year outfit was 
on WCOL. 





Rose Kay’s society chatter on 
WHKC, Columbus, now sponsored by 
Moores & Ross, local division of the 
Borden Co, 


WHKC announcer, 
attending daily practice 
Ohio State gridders in 
preparation for broadcasts: this fall. 


Fred Joyner, 
Columbus, 





Norman 
Atlas 


Winter, 
Radio Corp., 


formerly 
has become as- 
Dundes 


en aft the latter 
as a2 Oi vase AALED 


o T.-L ne hasaA 


i LZ LGLIN, ALL sy 


agency’s radio department, 





Joseph Pasternack will baton the | 
Vicks service over CBS for the third 
straight season. Jeanette 
ald is set to star. 





Irene Wicker resumes her ‘Singing 


Lady’ series Nov. 3 for Kellogg over 
Mutual. Bill Murray, of the Morris 
| office, handling. 


Stroud Twins repeat on the Vallee 
show Sept. 30. Debuted on it last 
Thursday (16). Six Queen of Hearts 
on the program tomorrow 
day) night. 
on the same stanza Oct. 7, 
goes to the Coast. 


All set by Sammy 
Weisbord, 


of the Morris office. 





Robert Gill, former announcer at 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, and now with 
WCAU, Philly, spent a few days of 
his vacation in the Smoky City get- 
ting re-acquainted. 





With transfer of Ed Harvey to the 
Hearst N. Y. state network, Dave 
Olson and Cliff Daniels, chief an- 
nouncer, are now sharing the pro- 
duction duties at WCAE, Pittsburgh. 





Hudson Back in Loop 


Cheago, Sept. 21. 
Hal Hudson returned to town last 
week to take on additional executive 
duties 
the Neisser-Meyerhoff ad agency. 


dialog of Wrigley’s ‘Scattergood 
Baines’ show for the same agency. 
Supposed to remain with the Chi- 
cago office permanently now. 





Feldman Back to WMCA 

Bob Feldman left WNEW, N. Y., 
this week to join WMCA, rival sta- 
tion. For the past three years Feld- 
man has been a producer at WNEW, 
and prior to that he served a seven- 
year hitch at the broadcaster he is 
now attaching to. 

At WMCA the producer will im- 
mediately commence a campaign to 
build up remote dance-band pickups 
to compete with the ‘Milkman’s 
Matinee,’ owl program at WNEW. 


Has been on the Coast doing the | 





| 


with | 


MacDon- | 


(Thurs- | 
Eddie Peabody guests | 
when it | 


in the radio department of | 








——— 
———— 


WSAI Sets Grid Sked 


Cincinnati, Sept. 21. 

Crosley’s WSAI closed arrange. 
ments last week for piping broad- 
casts of Ohio State’s home football 
games from Columbus this season. 
Mike chores will be done by Ed 
Sprague, a new sports spieler on the 
WLW-WSAI $s staff, coming from 
Pittsburgh, where he did similar ra- 
dio work, 

WLW will carry the home games 
this season of Notre Dame, with Red 
Barber and Al Helfer describing the 
action, 

Home and out-of-town games of 
the University of Cincinnati will be 
aired by WCPO, with Harry Hart- 
man handling the colorful aspects 
and Red Thornburg and Jim McCulla 


calling the plays 
Calling the plays. 











JAMESTOWN, NEW YORK 
DOMINATES 


The Rich Chautauqua 
Region 





¥*% NEW STUDIOS 
%& NEW EQUIPMENT 
%& NEW POWER 


*% NEW MANAGE- 
MENT 


% NEW NBC BLUE 
%& NEW VALUE 


The ONLY 5 


Station 


Serving the grape country 
of South-W estern New York 
and the Rich Oil Fields of 


North-W esternPennsylvania 


WJIN 


JAMESTOWN, N.Y. 
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terest. 


WKY beats all 
coverage, 


tant of all... 
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stations 
showmanship, facilities and 
of local and national business. 


It Beats AU How It Pays Out For Advertisers! 


PROGRAMMING 


WKY has a head start with its 
schedule of NBC Red and Blue programs. 
this it adds scores of features of prime local in- 
Together they make WKY Oklahoma’s 
most popular station reaching most of the listen- 
ers most of the time. 


To 


in Oklahoma, too, in 
in volume 


But most impor- 


SS 


DAILY OKLAHOMAN. OKLAHOMA 
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CYCLE CONCENTRATING 
ON SPORTS NOTABLES 


In retutning to the air, Cycle 
Trades of America (bicycles), which 
starts a Sunday (3:30-4 p.m.) pro- 
gram on NBC Sept. 26, will alter the 
policy of its last year’s layout, 
getting away from the more or less 
musical program and heavily con- 
centrating on sports. : 

Talent will be Swor & Lubin, 
comedy duo, and baritone Bert 
Whaley, with the show m.c.’d by Bill 
Slater, sports commentator. ‘Hugo 
Mariani orch will background. 

Weekly a prominent sports-identi- 
fied person will guest. Joe Williams, 
of the N. Y. World-Telegram, will 
spiel on the first shindig. 


Philly Football 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 

With Atlantic Refining having 
football tied up at three major col- 
leges here, Socony-Vacuum has man- 
aged to slip in for sponsorship of one 
game. It’s the major Penn-Yale 
fracas, aired from New Haven Oct. 
9. WFIL will carry it. Only foot- 
ball game the outlet will broadcast 
all season. Jack Barry, WIP base- 
ball gabher, has been chosen to un- 
reel it. 

Understood that WCAU originally 
was skedded to etherize the tilt in- 
asmuch as it regularly carries f%’enn 
game played at home. However, 
execs there nixed the Socony- 
Vacuum offer as unfair to Atlantic, 
for whom it will air games every 
other Saturday of the season. 


Atlanta Football 


Atlanta, Sept. 21. 
Atlantic Ice and Coal Corp. has 
signed with WATL for 15-minute 
programs every Friday and Satur- 
day night for 15 weeks during the 
grid season. Starting Friday (25), 
program will be titled ‘Your Foot- 
ball Reporter,’ with predictions:*com- 
ing the first night followed by scores 

and comment on Saturday night. 
Beyond the contract pickup in 
business for WATL was the purchase 
of time for broadcast of the local 
baseball club’s out-of-town games in 

Shaughnessy playoff by Wheaties. 














No U of Michigan Sponsor, 


But Detroit Grid Set 


Detroit, Sept. 21. 

Except for sponsorship of Univer- 
sity of Michigan games, the grid 
situash here is all cleared up for this 
fall. WW4J, as for the past 10 years 
or so, will air the U. of M. contes‘s, 
but a commercial angle hasn’t been 
set yet. 

WJR, which last year aired the 
U. of M. games through WWJ and 
Ty Tyson, leaves the tieup this fall 
for etherizing of Notre Dame games 
on a special hookup, under the wing 
of Kelloggs. Will carry Michigan’s 
opening contest versus Michigan 
State, through the aid of WWJ, but 
thereafter will air N. D.’s contests. 

Oldsmobile will sponsor airing of 





Michigan State games over WXYZ 
and its state web, with Howard 
Finch at the mike, Charlie Bach- 


man, Michigan State grid coach, also 
starts a weekly sporis program this 
week over WXYZ and web, under 
sponsorship of Auto Owners Insur- 
ance Co, Carl Gensel, ex-Pacific 
coast sportscaster now with WXYZ. 
opens a weekly forecast program 
Friday (24) over WXYZ and web. 

Another motor company, Chrysler, 
will sponsor airings of the Deiroit 
Lions pro games over WJBK, with 
Harry Wismer at the mike for home 
games and Al Nagler, out-of-town. 
Liberty Service Stations, Inc., will 
foot the bill for a 15-minute pre- 
Lion game program, handled by Bob 
Longwell. WJBK also has the U. of 
Detroit grid games lined up, with Al 
Nagler at the mike. 


Ala. Pigskin Net 


Birmingham, Ala., Sept. 21. 

Football broadcasting moguls met 
at the offices of WSHN here this 
week and completed plans for broad- 
easts of important football games 
played by Alabama teams this year. 
Most of the games played by Ala- 
bama and Auburn will be called 


from the field and listeners will get 
the returns on a state network 
keyed on WSGN. 

WJTD at Tuscaloosa, WALA of 
Mobile and WHBB of Selma will 
tie in. Games will be sponsored by 
W. K. Kellogg Co. 








U. OF OKLA. UPHOLDS 
AIRING OF FOOTBALL 


Norman, Okxla., Sept. 21. 

Final obstacle against the Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma athletic coun- 
cil’s sale of exclusive casting right 
of nine football games this autumn 
to the Kellogg Cereal Co. through 
WKY, Oklahoma City, was removed 
when the board of reagents refused 
to nullify the contract. 

Rival stations and networks had 
bitterly protested the contract, as 





|had the C. of C.’s in the cities af- 


| meeting, 





fected. None showed 
however. 
Board established a precedent with 
lis statement that ‘at the Decembei 
meeting of the Board the athletic 
council and director are requested to 
submit a recommendation as to gen- 


up at the 


|eral policy relative to future broad- | 


casting contracts.’ 

Tom Stidham, athletic director, 
with approval of the athletic coun- 
cil, sold the broadcast to WKY and 
Kellogg for $2,500. Five road games 
will be broadcast, as well as four 
home games. 

WKY is also broadcasting parts of 
daily practice. 


Chi Cardinals Set 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 

Chicago Cardinal football schedule 
was signatured for a WIND sponsor- 
ship by Metropolitan Chevrolet 
Dealers late yesterday afternoon 
(20), through the Campbell-Ewald 
agency. Will be the second year for 
the tie-up. 

Schedule is to begin with the night 
game Friday (24) and pick up the 
entire schedule of 10 parties; five to 
be taken from Chicago, one by direct 
wire from Milwaukee and four by 
ticker from out of town. All will 
be spieled by Russ Hodges, WIND 
sports chief, with Dick Hanley, 
former Northwestern coach, acting 
as season guest announcer. 


ROSS EVANS IN CRASH 


Lancaster, Pa., Sept. 21. 
Announcer Ross Evans of the 
WGAL staff here was unhurt in an 
upset which demolished his car. 
Evans was en route to a remote 
when the accident occurred. 











Now It’s Down-to-Earth 
In News Commentating 





Robert Emmet MacAlarney, former 
writer and Columbia University pro- 
fessor of journalism, makes his air 
debut for his former pupil, Elliott 
Sanger, staiton’s half-owner and 
v-p. on WQXR, N. Y., Sept. 27, as a 
‘down-to-earth’ news commentator. 
Program will be heard daily at 6:45 


.m. 

Station wants to get away from 
the alarmist school of news com- 
mentating with a straight recounting 





of Press-Radio material, allegedly 

carefully analyzed and delivered 

| without scare and thunder. Local 

imews will take precedence over 
| other, 

Aitending in the studio at Mac- 

| Alarney’s initial broadcast will be 


|some of N. Y.’s literati and his for- 
|mer pupils at Columbia, Max Schus- 
| ter, Howard Dietz, Sy § Siedler, 
| George Sokolsky and Morrie Rys- 
kind. 


LIMITED DODGE GO 
FOR MINN. FOOTBALL 








St. Paul, Sept. 21. 

signed by Twin 
Sone Dodge dealers at last season's 
windup, Dodge motor merchants of 
| St. Paul and Minneapolis will spon- 


| sor the University of Minnesota foot- 
| ball broadcasts over KSTP, but with 
| commercials banned during the ac- 
tual. broadcast of the Gophers’ antics 
on the field. 

Commercials will be limited to 
gabbing during a 15-minute preview 
preceding the contest, and 15-minute 
review at the windup. However, 
Dodge dealers will expand their 
football service to listeners by con- 
ducting a pre-game football party of 
the air each Friday night before a 
Gopher game. 

Halsey Hall, KSTP sports com- 
mentator and Minneapolis Journal 
sports writer, who will handle de- 
scriptions of the games, will m.c. 
the Friday night shows. Leonard 
Leigh at the organ, and Knights of 
Note, singing and_ instrumental 
; quartet, and guest stars, will put on 
the musical end. 


Under option 





ON OHIO STATE 
THIS WEEK 


Columbus, Sept. 21. 
Difficulty of finding enough ob- 
servers to supply each broadcasting 
booth with a man from each team is 
the problem facing Ohio State Uni- 
versity athletic officials as broad- 
casters move in this Saturday to 





give the grid season a send-off with 
no less than eight separate accounts 
of the OSU-Texas Christian game 
scheduled. 

University has agreed to furnish 
a pair of observers for each an- 


nouncer, but is running into trouble 
locating enough boys familiar with 
the players of the visiting team. 


With this early intersectional clash 
heading Saturday’s grid card, all 
three networks will carry the game, 
NBC and Mutual making a last- 
minute dash to join Columbia's Ted 
Husing at the stadium. 

NBC is sending Bill Stern down 
to spiel a description for Blue net- 
work stations and Mutual will pick 
up the account broadcast by Grant 
Ward and Wib Pettegrew for the 
university’s own station, WOSU. 

Four of the other broadcasts will 
be sponsored. Kellogg is bankrolling 
‘two accounts—Tom Manning's over 
WTAM and Johnny Nebiett’s WBNS 
broadcast. Griffin Mfg. Co. will plug 
shoe polish over WCOL with Bob 
Seal at the mike. 

Atlantic Refining Co. has bought a 
five-station Ohio network with 
WHKC, Columbus, as the feeder, and 
Gil Guilbert doing the narration. 
Hook-up includes WHK, Cleveland; 
WSPD, Toledo; WADC, Akron and 
WKBN, Youngstown. In addition Cy 
Leland of Fort Worth, Texas, will 
make the long trek to Columbus to 
air an account for the home folks 
via WBAP. 

Four commercials are in for the 
complete Ohio State home season, as 
is WOSU. Mutual’s plans are still 
indef after the opener, and other 
two chains are holding off on further 





broadcasts until they see how the 
} season stacks up. 
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Agencies—Sponsors 





Purina Mills is starting three 15- 
minute programs a week on WBT, 
Charlotte, N. C., using ‘Sing, Neigh- 
bor, Sing’ (Hugh Aspinwall). 

Procter & Gamble has two series 
just launched on WBT, Charlotte, 
N.C. One, ‘The Hymn Singer,’ runs 
five times a week for 15 minutes for 
Ivory soap. Second series is ‘Ma 
Perkins,’ five times a week for 15 
minutes for Oxydol. 


Safeway Stories, Inc. (food prod- 
ucts), through J. Walter Thompson, 
is placing a quarter-hour transcribed 
‘Land of the Whatsit,’ 





serial, on 
KGO, San Francisco, daily except 
Seturday and Sunday Sept. 13 
through Dec. 10. 

Alka-Seltzer’s ‘Barn Dance’ re- 
newed, through Wade agency, its 


Saturday night 60-min. program on 
NBC-blue. 





placing quarter-hour 
programs on stations through the 
south and southwest. Programs are 
live and chiefly use commentators. 


Comet rice 


American Popcorn Co., Sioux City, 
through Coolidge agency, Des 
Moines, will sponsor a series of tran- 
scribed programs over KSPO, San 
Francisco. 





E, Fougera & Co. (Vapex) bank- 
rolls the ‘Let’s Play Games’ pro- 
gram on WOR, commencing Oct. 8. 
Small & Seiffer the agency. 








Thomas Leeming & Co., Inc. Liberty Baking Co. has placed/ries on KDKA, Pittsburgh, and 
(Baume Bengue), through William} ‘Speed Gibson,’ transcribed detec-| WTAM, Cleveland, for 13 weeks. 
Este agency, N. Y., running daily an-'tive series for youngsters, on|Girl, who was featured last year on 

a 


= 


nouncement with weather reports on 
KGO, San Francisco, beginning Sept. 
27 for 26 weeks. 





Sunbeam Appliance doing a spot 
announcement campaign, 








Haysma Laboratories using 5-min. 





spot campaign until frost to plug 
hayfever remedy, | 

Briarhoppers hillbilly outfit at 
WBT, Charlotte, N. C., has been 
signed for another year’s contract 
by Drug Trade Products Co, in a 
placement handled by Benson & 
Dall, Inc., Chicago. There will be 
six one-hour programs a week. 





WJIBK, Detroit, carrying games of 
the Lions, local pro grid team, spon-} 
sored by Chrysler. 





Montgomery Ward heavily bom-| 
barded in Salt Lake City in behalf! 
of store there. On KDYL using) 
thrice-weekly ‘Neighbor Jim’ serial! 
15-min. discs, three five-min. nemo | 
pickups from store floor daily, plus 
five evening spots each night. 





Joseph Katz, Baltimore ad agency, | 
handling spot campaign for Mary-| 
land Pharmaceutical Co, Using tem- 
perature blurbs on WGN, Chicago. 

Harold Stokes Revue renewed as| 
once-a-week 15 minuter on WGN for 
Schaeffer Pen, to and including Dec. 
ll. Baggaley, Horton & Hoyt the 
agency. 








| clock, WHO, Des Moines, 
Jan. 4, 1938, 


| McCann-Erickson 


isigned with WWSW, Pittsburgh, for 


| Greensburg, Pa. 





WWSW, Pitts, three afternoons 
weekly for 13 weeks. Produced with 
Hollywood talent by Quality Bakers 
Assn. of N. Y. and account placed 
direct. 





Lord & Thomas is making a series 
of transcriptions on the Coast for 
Sunkist orange juice. Platters will 
spin for a year on 11 eastern stations. 





Chippewa Shoe Mfg. Co., Chip- 
pewa Falls, Minn., through McCord 
Co., Mpls., will have 15 minutes, 
three days a week, on the musical 
through 





Ford Motors has taken 12 weekly 
spots on WQXR, N. Y., through the 





agency. Union 
News set for same through M. H. 
Hackett, Inc.. and Hammond Organ | 
Co., using half hour weekly for 26 | 
weeks. J. Walter Thompson set the 


latter. 





Victor Brewing Co., makers of Old 
Shay ale and Steinhaus beer, have 


five quarter-hour news broadcasts 
weekly for 13 weeks. After audition- 
ing group of prospective newscasters, 
sponsor picked Edward Kroen, for- 
mer singer on KDKA, and until re- 
cently program director at WHJB, 
Same company has 
also renewed weekly ‘Night at the 
Inn, half-hour show, on WCAE, 
Pittsburgh, for six additional months. 
Both accounts placed by the Earl 
Bothwell agency. 





Ruthrauff & Ryan, Chicago, spot- 
ting a transcription and announce- 
ment campaign for Histeen. 





Pittsburgh Coal Co. has pacted 
Lois Miller for a twice-weekly se- 
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Seven times a day CKLW dialers hear the latest news brought to them by 
our three ace commentators, Val Clare, with his ‘’newsy” style, Joe 
Gentile, whose smooth, mellow voice always adds interest, and Steve 
Douglas, hard-hitting, rapid-fire commentator, These boys put personality 
in the news—build prestige and add background for your sales message. 
(One news broadcast is still available for sponsorship.) 


We want an opportunity to tell you more about the success other prominent 
advertisers are having on CKLW. 38 advertisers have increased their adver- 
tising over CKLW this year, and 23 are using CKLW for the first time. 
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BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


‘House That Jacks Built,’ will sing 
and accompany herself on the organ. 
Program will be piped to WTAM. 
Account placed direct. 





H. W. Kastor using recorded spot 
announcement campaign for Mc- 
Kesson and Robbins drug-cosmetic 
account, 





Critchfield ad agency, Chicago, 
placing 15 minute short-term con- 
tracts to air for Lincoln National 
Life. 





Coolidge ad agency, Des Moines, 
has set six-a-week news commentary 
for Chamberlin’s lotion on WIND, 
Chicago, 





Nu-Enamel handing out contracts 
for a series of 1,000 one-minute an- 
nouncements, starting with WJJD, 
Chicago. 

Vanderbie & Rubens signatured a 
30-minute period beginning 6 a.m. 
daily, on WJJD, Chicago, for Ham- 
lin’s Wizard Oil. 





Texas Commentator, magazine, 
plugging itself via a spot campaign 
on Lone Star State stations. Shea 
Ad agency, San Antonio, placing. 





7 UP, soft drink, facing the winter 


ico. Placing is through local 
agencies in each situation. 


ad 





Stack-Goble agency in Chicago has 
the Bowey’s Milk account. 
stood readying to 
‘While the City Sleeps’ program. 





Leighton & Nelson has purchased 
time for three live-talent one-minute 
dramatized announcements weekly, 
26 weeks, over WGY, Schencetady, 
for Fern Furniture Co. of that city. 
Agency also added on WGY a series 
of five-minute announcements, once 
weekly, beginning Sept. 16, for Pat- 
ton & Hall, Schenectady shoe re- 
tailer; live-talent dramatized plugs 
for Famous Shoe Store, Albany re- 
tailer; nightly announcements, with 
weather reports for D’Jimas Broth- 
ers, furs, Schenectady Albany and 
twice weekly dramatized announce- 
ments for WOHL Shoe Co. 





Trayton Co. to air its transcribed 
‘Hollywood Spotlight’ over WBBM, 
Chicago, once weekly. Allen C. 
Smith the agency. 





for two 30 minute periods five days 
a week and one 60 minute spot on 
Saturdays. To air Pappy Chelshire 
for Drug Trade products, Chicago. 

Neisser-Meyerhoff using Pat Flana- 
gan in a 15-minute before the game 
football dope beginning Oct. 2, to 
plug Mickleberry on WBBM, Chi- 
cago. 





Soil-Off Sales Co. (hand cleanser), 
Oakland, Cal., spotting four an- 
nouncements a week on KYA, San 
Francisco, for indefinite period. 

Adam Hat Co. has taken three five- 
minute spots every Saturday after- 





an —————— 


with a campaign of transcriptions on | 
stations from Mason-Dixon to Mex- | 


Under- | 
revise account's | 


eal? 


lt 


noon during the gridiron season to 
broadcast football scores over 
WWSW, Pittsburgh. Results will hit 
air first at 5:15 p.m., then 6:15 and 
finally 7. Account placed direct. 





Gorton Pew Fisheries Co., of 
Gloucester, Mass, ,has signed for 60 
one-minute shots on KDKA, Pitts. 
burgh, to spread the seafood gospel 
in inland key cities, Placed by H. B, 
LaQuatte, N. Y. 





Penn Tobacco Co. is reported ex. 
tending its sportscasts over wGy, 
Schenectady, through the football 
season, cutting the number of quar. 
ter-hours from three to two weekly 
at the end of the baseball campaign 

(Continued on page 53) 
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Benson & Dahl signatured WBBM | 





SUCCESS STORY No. 2 
BY WHN MOVIE CLUB 


39,000 listeners wrote in to 
WHN to become members in 
our Movie Club (on the air 
each Friday at 8 P. M. with 
movie stars appearing in 
person). Imagine what this 
ready-made enthusiastic au- 
dience would mean to the 
success of any sales cam- 
paign in New York! 





WHN’'s affilia- > 
tion with the 
Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer stu- 
dios and Loew’s Theatres re- 
sults in SHOWMANSHIP! 
‘... Showmanship attracts 
AUDIENCES !... Audiences 
mean SALES for your prod- 
uct in the world’s richest 
market!...Get in touch with 
WHN’s Program Planning 


Department today. 


1540 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CITY 


= —— 





























RESULTS! 








DENVER DEPT. STORES SPEND 
MORE MONEY WITH KLZ THAN 
WITH ANY OTHER STATION... 


bd Five of Denver’s seven department stores 
are big customers of KLZ. Two of the larg- 
est are on KLZ 52 weeks out of the year. 1 
put most of their money on KLZ for the one 
and only reason retailers can consider. . 


They 


DENVER} 


Under Management Affiliated with WKY, Oklahoma City and the Oklahoma Uy 
Publishing Company @ Representative-E. Katz Special Advertising Agency 
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CKAC, Montreal, Quits 
Protestant Send-Outs; 

Headache All Around 


Montreal, Sept. 21. 

Dropping by CKAC, Montreal, of 
ali Protestant church service broad- 
easts after Sunday (19) is the latest 
religious problem which will be laid 
before the Canadian Broadcasting 
Commission. 

While these services in English 
have been broadcast by CKAC for 
eight years, station officials now 
state that they have a French lan- 
guage commercial which has over- 
bid the church service Sunday night 
fee and that the independent sta- 
tion should be free to make the 
ehange. 

CKAC also claims that it is its in- 
tention to adhere more closely to 
the original policy of broadcasting 
programs for French-speaking people 
in this area. While, from a revenue 
standpoint, the Protestant church 
services in English have heretofore 
been carried, station officials feel 
that these obviously held no appeal 
for French-speaking Catholics, and 
that the time has come to discon- 
tinue them. 

In addition to the upped revenue 
to be derived from the French lan- 
guage commercial, claim is also made 
by CKAC that there are three other 
stations in Montreal which could 
handle the Protestant church broad- 
casts, in addition to the new CBC 
station here which is now nearing 
completion and is expected to go 
into operation next month. 

Eight Protestant churches in Mont- 
real had been kicking into the kitty 
for rotation broadcasts of their eve- 


Two More Stations 
Mebbe in Schnectady 


Schenectady, Sept. 21. 


Possibility that Schenectady will 
have three radio stations instead of 
one, arose with announcement of the 
incorporation of the Tri-City Co., to 
operate a transmitter with studios 
here and in Amsterdam, N. Y. An- 
nouncement came at the time the 
FCC was hearing the petition for a 
license by the Citizens’ Broadcasting 
Co., which seeks to use 5,000 watts 
in the daytime and 1,000 at night on 
1,240 kelocycles. Thomas J. Watson. 
of Endicott City, Binghamton. presi- 
dent of International Business Ma- 
chines, opposes the use of this wave 
length by local group, according to 
reports. 

Tri-City Co. would operate un- 
limited hours on 950 kilocycles with 
1,000-watt strength. Incorporators 
are listed as: James E. Knox, Johns- 
town; Leonard L. Asch, District At- 
torney Leo W. Begley and Deputy 
Attorney General Owen M. Begley, 
both of Schenectady. Amsterdam, 
with a population of approximately 
35,000 and situated 15 miles west of 
Schenectady, never has had a radio 
outlet. 


Previous attempts to get a new 
station in Schenectady have failed. 
WGY has enjoyed a clear field since 
1922. 








ning services at $150 for the hour. 





Attempt will now be made by the 
congregational group to have CBC | 
carry the services over its Montreal 
station, but little likelihood of suc- 
cess owing to CBC exchanges with | 
| American networks at this hour. 
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LEGIT SHOWS AIRED 
IN PHILLY VIA WIP 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 


Deal has been completed by Ben 
Gimbel, WIP prez, and Lawrence 
Shubert Lawrence, manager of the 
Forrest theatre and Chestnut Street 
Opera House, for WIP to carry por- 
tions of legit shows and musicals 
from stages of the two houses, 

Station is stringing lines onto both 
stages and into the star dressing 
rooms. Also a line into Lawrence’s 
office. “Top Hat’ (Jim Allen, pro- 
gram director) will interview prin- 














cipals, describe scenes and discuss 
the play on the programs. 
Start tonight (Tuesday) with 


Charlotte Greenwood in ‘Leaning on 
Letty’ at Chestnut. On Oct. 18 will 
interview Helen Hayes in ‘Victoria 
Regina.’ Later in the month will do 


‘Between the Devil,’ musical with 
Jack Buchanan and Evelyn Laye. 
Lawrence office is paying the 


freight and arranging for airings 
with the copyright owners in return 
for plug. 





Cincy Changes 


Cincinnati, Sept. 21. 
Numerous additions to the talent 





staff of Crosley’s WLW-WSAI are in| 


the offing. Corps of announcers also 
is set for bolstering, 

Four acts took their departure last 
week: The Virginians, Negro male 
harmony foursome, after two years; 
Three Spades, Negro male vocal and 
instrumental combo, after six months; 
Larry and Sue, songs and patter, 


| after a year, and Rex Griffith, tenor, 


who has been with the stations sev- 
eral years. 





VARIETY 41 





| New Canadian Air Taboos 








«Continued from page 29) 





not be allowed on the air through- 
out Sundays. 


Ads Watched 

Not only is commercial program 
advertising to be held to 10%, but 
CBC may instruct a station to cut 
the daily content when, in CBC's 
opinion, too much time is being 
given te blurbs. CBC also claims 
empowerment to direct any station 
to alter the nature of its advertising 
announcements. 

While sponsorship of programs by 
liquor interests is still prohibited, 
the beer and wine groups are now 
permitted to buy radio time in any 
province which heretofore has le- 
gally allowed direct advertising of 
such products. Advertising of 
liquors has always been banned, but 
this is the first time the barriers 
have been lowered for beers and 
wines, inference being that the lat- 
ter are domestically-manufactured 
commodities. No beer or wine spot 
announcements will be permitted. 
All beer and wine continuities and 
advertising content are to be ap- 
proved by CBC before broadcasting. 

Rules regarding the dissemination 
of news have also been clarified. 
Stations are not to broadcast any 
news appearing in any newspaper or 
obtained from any newspaper office, 
newspaper association, news agency 
or service except such news bulletins 
as are now being released regularly 
by the trans-Canada bureaus of 
Canadian Press for the express use 
of broadcasting stations; or by spe- 
cial arrangement with newspapers 
in the station’s area for local news 





only; and may not subscribe to news 
services without the permission of 
CBC, 

News Bans 


Banned in news broadcast is any- 
thing. contrary to law; abusive com- 
ment on any race, religion or creed; 
obscene or profane language; malici- 
ous or defamatory matter, the sub- 
ject of birth control or venereal 
diseases. In this respect, the CBC 
claim is that there is no intention to 
restrict freedom of speech or con- 
troversial material, but that certain 
subjects, while meriting discussion 
elsewhere in the public interest, are 
not suitable for the intimate fireside 
medium of radio. 


In addition to prohibiting drama-, 


tized political broadcasts, CBC now 
decrees that the name of the sponsor 


and the political party upon whose 
behalf any political speech or ad- 
dress is broadcast must be an- 


nounced immediately preceding and 
immediately after such a broadcast. 
All political broadcasts, whether of 
a Federal, provincial or municipal 
nature, are prohibited on election 
day and the two days preceding it. 
All stations are to allocate fairly the 
time for political broadcasts between 
the different parties or candidates 
desirous of purchasing radio time. 
CBC has also ordered that, after 
Nov. 1, permission must be obtained 
to use any mechanical reproduction 


of a program between 7:30-11:00 
p.m., unless such reproduction is 
merely incidental. Where stations 


have unexpired contracts for the use 
of canned programs, CBC may, upon 
application, grant permission to con- 
tinue these until the end of the year, 
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NBC Wakes Up to 


In Chi with Exploitation Desk 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Showmanship 





Chicago, Sept. 21. 
Policy of the NBC press depart- 
ment here is undergoing a change 
since William Ray stepped into the 
top spot two weeks ago. Stress is 


being laid on exploitation, and a 
campaign is: being laid out along 
these lines 

To this end there have been a 


number of switch-arounds in the de- 
partment, but only one 
been brought in, he to fill a spot 
that was actually open. Others in 
line with the policy of NBC here 
have been promotions from the 
ranks. 

One of the first things done by Ray 
was to create an exploitation desk, 
with Gilbert McClelland in the chair. 
McClelland, with the department for 
almost four years, has done what- 
ever work there has been along 
these lines, but now is scheduled to 
do a full-time job. 


Start of campaign was last week, 
when the Board of Education, news- 
papers and radio stations began co- 
operating to send kids to school via 
radio. McClelland brought in Para- 
mount and MGM newsreels to get 
clips of how it’s done. 

In connection with the education- 
alers McClelland and Ray are also 
planning to run in guest stars with 
Board of Education speakers to 
sweeten things up a bit for the lis- 
teners, and at the same time boot 
NBC contract people into a _ spot 
where they can take bows. Plan to 
introduce Jack Armstrong, Orphan 
Annie, Fibber McGee and Prof. Kal- 
tenmeyer in the shows, if the edu- 
cators will let ’em. Also have ar- 
ranged for Carveth Wells to do a 
couple of travel spiels on the series. 

With other exploitation, the new 
desk is tying in with Daily News’ 





















Mn 
ROCHESTER 


man has | 


| 
Thursdays women’s page to do a, 
‘Women in Radio’ assignment and 
with clothes stylists to get more pic- 
ture space in papers and newsreels. 

Besides the upping of McClelland, 
there’ve been other promotions. 
Dan Thompson goes to the news edi- 
|tor’s desk, formerly held by Ray, 
and Lee Graham, formerly assistant 
leditor of the Chicago Times, steps 
lin to do Thompson’s old job. 








CBS EARNINGS UP 76c 
PER SHARE ON 1ST HALF 


Earnings of Columbia Broadcast- | 
ing System -~ * subsidiary companies 
were running at the rate of $2.96 per 
share at the end of the first 26) 
weeks, ending July 3, the company 
disclosed last week. This compares 
with $2.20 listed by the company for | 
52 weeks in 1936. CBS statement 
showed earnings to $1.48 per share | 
for the 26-week period, as against 
$1.22 in the comparable period last | 
year. 

Net profit for the period this year, 
after all charges except tax on un- | 
divided surplus, was $2,523,813, com- 
pared with $2,086,850 for the 26 
weeks ending June 27, 1936. Earn- 
ings per share were calculated upon 
1,707,950 shares of new $2.50 par 
stock presently outstanding, or to be | 
so when exchange of the old $5 stock 








j 
} 


and ‘B’ class shares. 


Columbia statement 
gross income from _ sales 


shows 
totalled 





Pacific Coast Notes 


| ducing and announcing for KOL, 
| Seattle. 


|his first vacation in two summers. | 


| 
} 
is completed, and includes both os 


that | 





Dudley E. Williamson announced 
as production head of KOL, Seattle, 
by Elmer D, Pederson, gen. mgr. 
station, 





Clarence H. Talbot, formerly with 
KHQ and KGA, Spokane, now pro- 








John Nesbitt debuted his fall series | 
of ‘Passing Parade’ programs for } 
Duart over the Mutual web from San 
Francisco Sunday (12). Toby Reed 
announcing. | 

Phil Lasky, general manager of 
KSFO, San Francisco, will head the 
Public Relations and Radio Commit- 
tee for the Navy Day fete Oct. 27. 








Don Ameche sneaked away for two 
weeks from picture and radio work, 








Ev Meade doubling from the Burns 


the Young & Rubicam staff. 





Lloyd Pantages goes coast-to-coast | 
on his pie palaver from Hollywood 
starting Oct. 17. 





Virginia Verrill and Warren Hull | 
will do double duty for Benton &| 
Bowles when Jack Haley’s syrup 
show is launched. They’re currently 
among the cast principals of Max- 
well House Showboat. 





Jerry Farrar sharing with Pauline | 
Swanson managerial duties of Robert 
Taplinger’s Hollywood publicity of- 
fice. 








Stuart Erwin signed for the Jack | 
Oakie series on Camel Caravan. 





Camille Soray supplants Joy 


$17,640,184 for the 26 weeks this | Hodges as warbler on the Joe Pen- 
year, as against $13,163,457 in the/ner air silly. 


comparable period last year. Mis- 
cellaneous income fell from $57,592 
in the 1936 period to $52,711 in the 
comparable period this year. 
showed that provision for income 
tax (federal) and surtax rose about 
$7,000, to $530,797, in the 26 weeks 
this year. 

Network’s profit from operations 


for six months, after providing 
$248,452 for depreciation, was $3,- 
001,899, against $2,453,212 in 1936, 


after $203,860 had been provided for 
depreciation, 
Previously, Columbia has not sent 


following the practice of other big 
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There was no doubt about the growing interest in county 


fairs—so WHIO jumped. into 


direct-from-the-fair broadcasts at: 


Urbana, O., Aug. 10-13; Miam 


Darke County, Greenville, 


Attendance records have been broken. 


listeners are complimenting 


it certainly pays to build good will! 


THE TEST STATION 
OF THE NAT 


DAYTON 





O., 
County, Dayton, O., Sept. 6-9; Shelby County, Sidney, O., 
Sept. 14-17; Warren County, Lebanon, O., Sept. 21-24; Butler 
County, Hamilton, O., Sept. 28-Oct. 2. 


OHIO 


A 


the picture with displays and 
Champaign County, 
i County, Troy, O., Aug. 17-20; 


Aug. 22-27; Montgomery 


Fair officials and 


WHIO. Everybody's pleased. 


ION 


, Twenty-one 





John Clark, onetime news ed at 
KNX, elevated from rewriter at 


Report |L. A. Herald-Express to radio ed of 


the Hearst p.m. sheet. 
| a 

Amos ’n’ Andy got an okay from 
their sponsors to do a repeat guest 
| shot on Packard Mardi Gras. 


| 





Conrad Nagel tripling as director, 
| commenenvetor and actor on Young & 
|Rubicam’s ‘Silver Theatre.’ 








Ed Lowry’s ‘Singtime’ renewed for 


out any 26-week statements, but is|another quarterly stretch by Fox- 


| West Coast theatre circuit. 

Don Gilman no longer beleaguered 
by realtors since semi-official an- 
nouncement of new NBC studio site 
at Hollywood and Vine, 





Walter Huston made a guest ap- 
pearance on Fred Johnson’s ‘Behind 
the Footlites’ show over KPO, San 


ing the lead in David Hertz’s new 
drama, ‘The Miles of Heaven,’ at the 
Curran, 





Armand Girard, NBC baritone in 
San Francisco, chalked up six radio 
and personal appearances last Fri- 
day, warbling on three network 

(Continued on page_43) 


21-Station Blast 


San Francisco, Sept. 21. 
radio stations in 
northern and central California 
will be used by the Gas Appliance 
Society of Calif. in an intensive one- 
weck campaign beginning Oct. 2. 
Jean Scott Frickelton agency, San 
Francisco, is spotting a total of 600 
transcribed dramatized announce- 
ments to plug gas appliances during 
the week. Platters will be aired 
over KGO, KYA, KSFO, KFRC, 
KGGC, KJBS, San Francisco; KLS, 
KLX, KROW, Oakland; KRE, Berke- 
ley; KDON, Monterey; KQW, San 
Jose; KHSL, Chico; KFBK, Sacra- 
mento; KWG, KGDM, _ Stockton; 
KIEM, Eureka; KVCV, Redding; 
KTRB, Modesto; KMJ, Fresno, and 
KYOS, Merced. 

Frickelton agency is also handling 
a 30-day campaign, ending Sept. 25, 
for the Electric Appliance Society of 
Northern Calif., plugging electric 
ironers in spot announcements on 
15 Northern Calif. stations: KGO, 
KJBS, KFRC, KSFO, KYA, KGGC, 
KRE, KLX, KHSL, KWG, KFBK, 
KIEM, KQW, KROW, KGDM. 











Carter Medicine Co., N. Y., through 
Spot Broadcasting, has signed a 
year’s contract with KYA, San 
Francisco, for six weekly one-minute 





| form of 


Francisco, last week. Huston is play- | 





RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


——— 1 


(Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas ) 





WHN Taxi Ads 
New York. 
WHN arranged with the Parmelee 
Cab Co. to print ‘WHN Dial 1010’ 
on the faces of the dials in the hack 
outfit’s 2,300 cabs. Cards in the cars 
further advise, ‘At home dial 1010— 
in your Parmelee taxicab the arrow.’ 
Parmelee has recently become a 
sponsor on the station, with a weekly 
quarter-hour program, 
Pigskin Parade 
New York. 

the football season 
by WNEW is taking the 
‘Pigskin on Parade’ every 
Saturday afternoon, with 3% hours 
of time allotted, and gridiron scores 
and dramatized highlights from 
leading games topping it off. It’s 
Larry Nixon’s idea, with a mas<-er of 
ceremonies, Douglas Arthur, han- 
dling the entire stint. He will be 
aided by three football commenta- 


Coverage of 
this 


year 


‘and Allen program on ‘Silver The-| tors, Skip Walz, Richard Brooks and 
latre’ as aide to Glenhall Taylor of; John Jaeger, with scores announced 


by Tony Leder. 

‘Parade’ starts at 1:30 p.m. each 
Saturday, when the major grid s2a- 
son begins, with a forecast o ‘n- 
tesis to be played. At 2:45 
the station begins dramatiz 
spots of principal game: a 
scores every half hour. Prograin is 
finished with a final summary of 
scores at 7:45 p.m. In addition to 
college clashes, scores from many 
high schools games near New York, 
northern New Jersey and southwesi- 
ern Connecticut will be included. 
Set-up leaves space for three or 
more sponsors. 





Tongue-Twisters 
Toronto. 

_ Latest let-the-public-do-the-work 
idea in this sector is a ‘Tongue 
Twister Tilt’ being aired by CHML, 
Hamilton, every Sunday night. 
_ Show has Gordon McClain presid- 
ing and feeding twisters to teams 
picked from radio fans. Idea is the 
same as a spelling bee, except that 
contestants are asked to say ‘This is 
the zither, etc.,’ instead of spelling 
words. 

People’s Jewelers, sponsors, give 
prizes to those sending in best 
twisters and to winning teams. 





Football Scramble 
Columbus. 

_ With all three local stations set to 
air Ohio State’s home football games, 
there is a lively scramble among 
the promotion boys to line up the 
listening audience for their respec- 
tive accounts. WCOL, with the Grif- 
fin Mfg. Co. bankrolling Bob Seal’s 
description of the play, is early in 
the field with 5,000 neat blotters for 
distribution in shoe repair shops, 
shoe stores and other places where 
the sponsor’s product (shoe polish) 
'S Blott h 

Blotters carry the letters WC 
with the ‘O’ in scarlet to seamen 
the university’s varsity ‘O’ and the 
other letters black. Within the ‘O’ 


is printed the Ohi 
schedule. io State football 





Station Paper 

Omaha. 
Howard Peterson, in ja of 
promotion, publicity and advertising 
at WOW, announced that a circula- 








tion audit showed the net paid list 
on the station’s monthly publication 
‘News Tower’ to have jumped 700% 
in its last year. 

Circulation is already into several 
thousands and possibility of reach. 
ing five figures by Jan. 1. Publica. 
tion began more than a year ago as 
a device for gaining listeners and of 
getting programs to them, and now 
is an eight-pager with regular col]. 
umn contributors, cuts, agency, net 
and sustaining news, as well as local 
angles. 

Last week Peterson garnered new 
readers by selling sheet 
booth at the state fair. 


Kitchen On Trailer 


from a 


St. Louis 
Another use has been found for 
the trailer. Jane Porter and her 


KMOX Magic Kitchen program, 
popular in this sector for menus, 
recipes and cooking advice, hit the 
road Monday (13). Replica of Miss 
Porter’s Magic Kitchen, including 
electric refrigerator, range, etc., has 
been built into a trailer and has 
started on a tour of retail grocery 
stores in St. Louis and surrounding 
territory. 

Stunt calls for Miss Porter and 
gang to visit one store each day at 
10:00 a.m., make recordings of inter- 
views with customers and these 
transcriptions will be played on Miss 
Porter’s regular program at 12:30 
p.m. the same day. Announcements 
of Miss Porter’s visits are distributed 
by groceries to customers and in- 
clude an invitation to be among 
those present. Another feature of 
Miss Porter’s visits will be the dis- 
tribution of books containing 150 of 
her favorite recipes. 





Quick Thinking 


Indianapolis. 

WIRE short-wave truck (WABT) 
rushed out to give listeners an ear- 
full of a $75,000 fire in a lumber 
company, just a few blocks from the 
downtown district. On arrival the 
spielers from WIRE found the In- 
dianapolis fire-chief objecting to 
such a broadcast, on the grounds 
that it would lure too many fire- 
chasers to the scene, and prevent 
his boys from efficiently putting out 
the blaze. 

Radioites thought fast, and invited 
the Fire Dept. boss to air his own 
pleas to listeners to stay away from 


(Continued on page 51) 





MONTREAL 


BI-LINGUAL 
BROADCASTS? 


Should the programme 
be English or French 
. . . or both? If you 
would like te have the 
programme situation in 
Montreal explained . . - 
write us. 











NEW YORK 











transcriptions, starting Sept. 21. 





If you could see the letters we receive 
complimenting. us on the wide variety of 
shows we originate, you'd agree we have 
a right to feel pretty good. 
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| Pacific Coast Notes 








(Continued from page 42) 





proadeasts, at a Constitution Day 
celebration in the City Hall, and at 
two night affairs at a local hotel. 





Everett Foster, baritone, filled the 
guest spot on the Sperry Flour Co.’s 
‘Monday Blue Chasers’ airer over 
the Coast NBC-Red web frorn San 
Francisco Monday (20). 





Dude Martin, his vocal chords in 
the pink again, is back on KSFO, 
San Francisco, in his ‘Wild West 
Revue.’ 


Emelia Hodel is the new assistant 


er), radio editor of the San 
cisco News. 


who is now doing general assign- 


ments, 





Alfred Span new 
head at KNX, 


—_—_—-— 


Den Avery has been named com- 
mercial manager of KSRO, new in- 
die station at Santa Rosa, Cal. Was 


sound effects 


NBC playwright and _ actor, 
direct, 


will 





| John Swallow, manager of NBC’s 

Hollywood offices, in San Francisco 
several days last week on biz. 

Hazel Warner, who warbles exclu- 

| sively for Sperry Flour Co. on its 


both at the KGO transmitter, and 
R. B. Barnes and M. S, Brewer, who 
are stationed at the KPO transmitter. 





Sarah Kreindler, NBC violinist in 
San Francisco, moves to Hollywood 
next month. 





Guy Bolam, London radio chief 
for J. Walter Thompson, visiting the 


—— | 


web's Hollywood studios Thursday 
(23). 





Amos ’n’ Andy took time out to 
make a pair of personals at Dallas. 





Columbia’s stag picnic had a fair 
sprinkling of worthies from the 
other networks. 








formerly the Federal Outfitting Co. | NBC-Red web shows from San Fran- 
newscaster on KROW, Oakland. | cisco, recovering from a severe cold 
| which kept her off the air more than 
Jane Burns, head of the NBC re- | a week. 

ceptionist staff in San Franciseo, | 

home ill for a week. 





Johnny 
sicomedy 


Murray framing a mu- 
series over KFWB (Hol- 





Hollywood offices. 


George Fischer spent a busy week 
gathering up material for his Mu- 

Pref. Quiz doing two broadcasts | tual and National broadcasting (Jer- 
from Hollywood while working in | gens) gossipings a day apart. In ad- 
pictures. | dition he turns out a daily column 
{for the L. A. Evening News. 








Larry Allen, manager of the San 
Francisco office of NBC Artists’ 
Service, and Harry Anderson, web’s 
western division sales chief, go dra- 


| matic next Monday (27) at the. Bo- 
to Claude La Belle (Geoffrey Arch- | 
Fran- | 
Succeeds Helen Civelli, | 


hemian Grove in a sketch penned 
for them by Carlton E. Morse, ‘One 
Man's Family’ author. Hal Burdick, 


lywood, for dawntown dep’t store. 


Stephen C. Hobart and Lester D. arron’ Sept. 2 


Culley have been shifted from NBC’s | 
San Francisco plant department to | 
the Hollywood engineering staff. Ad- 


| ditions to the San Francisco staff in- | 


clude R. T. Parker and M. D. Case, ' 


and guitarist from the NBC staff in|} 


San Francisco, will guest on the 
Maxwell House Show Boat from the 


Charles Vanda wearing an eye 


} patch after taking the count from an 


ear infection. 


Clark Gable and Virginia Bruce 

| set for leads in Lux airing of ‘Cim- |} 
aw 
‘ 

Charles Marshall, cowboy singer | 


feted the new 
could tmeet 


Harrison Holliway 
L. A. radio eds so they 
one another. 
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U. S. COMMERCE DEPT. 
BACK ON AIR OCT. 19 


Washington, Sept 21. 

Department of Commerce’s weekly 
radio talks on business and industry 
will be resumed Oct. 19, Secretary 
of Commerce Roper announced last 
week. 

Half-hour chats on ‘topics of 
timely interest’ will be made ‘by 
members of the Government agency's 
Business Advisory Council on Tues- 
day afternoons over CBS, Roper ex- 
plained. Dramatizations of the stories 
of various industries will be sand- | 
wiched into each program. 

Resumption of the educational 
broadcasts. will feature W. Averill 
Harriman, chairman of the B.A.C., 
as the first speaker. Harry R. Daniel, 
Commerce Dep’t. official, has been 
chosen as story-teller for the organi- 
zation—starting program with a chat 
on the furniture industry and later 
taking up motion pictures, aviation, 
motor vehicles, tobacco, communica- 
tions and other industries in which 








F.C.C.’S WASHINGTON DOCKET | 





DECISIONS 


Washington, Sept. 21. 

Arkansas: Ward Optical Co., Fayettesville, applica- 
tion for new station to be operated on 1310 ke with 100 
watts dismissed at request of applicants. 

California: Radiotel Corp., San Diego, application for 
new station to be operated on 920 ke with 1 kw dis- 
missed at applicants’ request; KIEM, Redwood Broad- 
casting Co., Ine., Eureka, granted day power boost 
from 500 watts to 1 kw, denied similar night jump, 
commish sustaining Examiner P. W. Seward: Peninsula 
Palo Alto, denied new station to be 
operated days on 1160 ke with 250 watts, Examiner 
Seward upheld; Robert E. Clements, Huntington Park, 
application for new daytime station to be operated on 
1160 ke with 250 watts power, dismissed with prejudice, 
commish sustaining Examiner ‘R. H. Hyde. 
WIOD-WMBF granted. frequency 


Newspapers, Inc., 


Florida: 


——— 


change 


from 1300 to 610 ke, using 1 kw power, Examiner Hyde 


sustained: W. W. Luce, Ft. Lauderdale, commish grant- 
ed petition of applicant and dismissed application for a 
new station to be operated days on 1050 ke, using 1 kw, | 


dence, granted changes in equipment and increase in 
power from 1 kw to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days, commish 
sustaining Examiner Bramhall, 

Texas: Amarillo Broadcasting Co., Amarillo, applica- 
| tion for new station to be operated on 1500 ke with 
| 100 watts dismissed without pyejudice, Examiner Mel- 

vin Hi Dalberg sustained. , 
| Washington: Twin City Broadcasting Corp., Long- 
view, granted new station to be operated days only on 
780 ke with 250 watts, Examiner Seward upheld. 





| on 1370 ke with 100 watts, Examiner Seward sustained. 
Wyoming: Wyoming Broadcasting .Co., Rock Springs, | 
granted new station to be operated on 1370 ke with !Chapman replacing Myrtle Mooney 


100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 


;as 


ovcaaa 


CAPRARA, IN CAPETOWN, 


SAYS VISIO CAN WAIT 


Capetown, Aug. 27. 





Rene Caprara, general manager of 
the African Broadcasting Corp., is 
pessimistic over television possibili- 
ties, save for the distant future, in 
South Africa. 

Just back from a trip to England 
to investigate what strides television 
has. made there, Caprara has con- 
cluded that the introduction of visio 
in these parts involves too much ex- 





KGLO CHANGES .° 
Mason City, Ia., Sept. 21. : 


West Virginia: WBLK, The Exponent Co., Clarksburg, | Pease. 
| granted changes in.equipment and change in hours of| Radio license-holders have been 
operation from days to unlimited, using 100 watts on | promised a comprehensive report by 
| 1370, eommish upholding Examiner Seward. | the ABC boss. ™ 
Wisconsin: Northern Broadcasting Co., Wausau, | - 
granted change. of operation: from -days to poner 
| 


KGLO staff changes include Doreen 


staff artist; James M. Woods of 


public 
Musie will be 


Navy and Marine Corps bands. 


interest 


eon | te: eroused without prejudice. 


supplied by the Army, 





Gruen 
Gruen Watc 


gram Oct. 3 over National Broadcast- 
Will use Joe Rine’s orch 
and feature Sheila Barrett. 

Graham McNamee will. do the an- 


ing Co. 


nouncing. 


Examiner John P. Bramhall. 


Starts Oct. 3 Idaho: A. Berger 


h starts live show pro- Clarence 


unheld; KID, 


Illinois: WCBS, WCBS, 





re 





ARTISTS 


N 
B 
Cc 


ARTIST 









JIMMY BRIERLY 
JEANNE ELLIS 
KING’S MEN 


from specified to unlimited. 


MANAGEMENT 


ayatay 


urement of antenna output. 


Examiner Seward. 
Michigan: 


being sustained, 
Minnesota: 


Red—W 
12-12:30 P.M. EDST 


Bluo—Seturdays 
12-12:30 P.M. EDST 


S MANAGEMENT 


iner Seward. 


Geergia: Phillip Jackson, Brunswick, application for 
new station to be operated days on 1420 ke with 100 
watts dismissed with prejudice, commish upholding 


and Saul 


Inc., 


Kansas: KSAL, R. J. Laubengayer, Salina, granted 
authority to determine operating power by direct meas- 


Louisiana: WSMB, WSMB, Inc., New Orleans, grant- 
ed authority to install new transmitter and directional 
antenna for day and night use and boost juice from 
1 kw to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days, commish sustaining 


WBCM, James E. Davidson, Bay City, 
granted power change from 500 watts to 500 watts 
nights, 1 kw days, unlimited time, Examiner R. L. Irwin 
Minnesota Broadcasting Corp., Minne- 
apolis, granted two new relay stations to be operated 
on 1606, 2022, 2102 and 2758 ke, using 25 and 7.5 watts, 
respectively; W9XVP and W9XVQ, Minnesota Broad- 
casting Corp., Minneapolis, each granted new relay 
broadcast station to be operated on an experimental 
basis on 31,100, 34,600, 37,600 and 40,600 kc with 1 watt. 

Nevada: John D. Fields, Las Vegas, application for 
new station to be operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts 
dismissed with prejudice, commish upholding Exam- 


New Jersey: W2XE, Columbia Broadcasting System, 
Wayne, granted additional frequency, 9590 kc; Young 
People’s Association for the Propagation of the Gospel, 
Shark River Bay, application for new station to be 


S. Freeman, 
Coeur d’Alene, granted new station to be operated on 
1200 ke with 100 watts, days only, Examiner Seward 
KID Broadcasting Co., 
granted day juice-jump from 500 watts to 5 kw. 

Springfield, granted 
changes in compcsite equipment and increase in day 
power from 100 te 250 watts, and time of operation 


Falls, 











|Kansas City, connecting as an- 
SET FOR HEARING nouncer; and Lo. Rayne Golinvaux, 
from WMT, added to the sales de- 
Califernia: Union-Tribune Broadcasting Co., San partment. ; 
Diego, new station to be operated on 1480 kc with 5 kw. Also with Rg ge full-time 
Iowa: N. B. Egeland, Roland, new daytime station to artist: now is Al itchell, Globe- ; 
be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts. Gazette sports chief, whose spieling 4 
. t on a daily 15 minute sportscast { 
New York: WESG, Cornell University, Ithaca, change | (Decker Bros sponsored) earned him ; 
frequency from 1040 to 850 kc and hours of operation | the job with the station. 
from 6 a. m. to local sundown at Hot Springs, Ark., to | 
6 a. m., local sundown at New Orleans. - — —— = 
North Carolina: WMFR, Radio Station WMFR, Inc. | 
High Point, change hours of operation from days to | 
unlimited, using 100 watts. 
Oregon: KAST, Astoria Broadcasting Co., Astoria, : 
install new equipment and vertical radiator, change Ly 


assignment from 1370 to 1200 kc, 100 watts days only 
to 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Flerida: Panama City Broadcasting Co., Panama City, 
new station to be operated days only on 1500 ke with 
100 watts; WJNO, Hazlewood, Inc., West Palm Beach, 
install new transmitter, increase power from 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days, to 1 kw all times. 


Illinois; WGES, Oak Leaves Broadcasting Station, 
Inc., Chicago, authority to transfer control of corpora- 
tion from H. J. Guyon, Thomas H. Guyon, William F. 
Moss, Louis E. Moulds, and Gene T. Dyer, to WSBC, 
Inc., 50 shares common stock. 

Indiana: WBAA, Purdue University, West Lafayette, 
install new transmitter, change antenna, boost power 
from 500 watts nights, 1 kw days, to 1 kw nights, 5 kw 
days; Indianapolis Power and Light Co., Marion Coun- 
ty, new relay broadcast station to be operated on 31,100, 
34,600, 37,600 and 40,600 kc with 40 watts. 

Massachusetts: WIXER, Yankee Network, Quincy, 
move transmitter from Quincy to Sargents Purchase 
(Coos City) New Hampshire, 

Michigan: WOOD, King-Trendle Broadcasting Corp., 
Grand Rapids, install new transmitter, change antenna, 
change frequency from 1270 to 1010 ke, power from 
500 to 250 watts, hours of operation from sharing with 
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operated days on 640 kc with 5 kw dismissed with 
prejudice, Examiner Tyler Berry sustained. 

New York: WABY, Adirondack Broadcasting Co., 
Inc., Albany,»granted changes in equipment and power 
boost from 100 watts to 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days, on 1370 kc, commish sustaining Examiner R. L. 


Irwin. 


North Carolina: WAIR, C. G. Hill, George D. Walker 
and Susan H, Walker, Winston-Salem, application for 
power boost from 250 watts days to 1 kw days dis- 


missed at request of applicants. 


Oklahoma: United Broadcasting Co., Tulsa, applica- 
tion for new transmitter to be operated on 1550 ke with 
1 kw dismissed at applicants’ request. 

Pennsylvania: WEST, Associated Broadcasters, Inc., 
Easton, granted change in hours of operation to simul- 
taneous days, share with WKBO, Harrisburg, nights; 
WKBO, Keystone Broadcasting Corp., 
granted change in hours of operation to unlimited 


days, share with WEST nights. 


Rhode Island: WEAN, Yankee Network, Inc., Provi- 








WEED ADDS A COUPLE 


Joe Weed, station rep, has added 
a pair to his string, WLEU, Erie, and 
WHBL, Sheyboygan. 

John Blair Co, has swelled its total 
with the addition of WGBI, Scran- 
ton. None of the three stations have 
heretofore had a rep. 








‘THE O'NEILLS’ 


By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 


FAMILY 


BRINGS YOU 


MORE 


[AUGHTER ]EARS ano [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap : 99 **/ 100 ° 


| LISTEN TWICE DAILY 
NBC Biue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. OST § 
IN. ,NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. DST § 

COAST TO COAST 
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MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLOG. NEW YORK CITY 

















WASH, Grand Rapids, to unlimited. 
New York: WNEW, WDAAM Corporation, New York, 
boost power from 2% to 5 kw. 





T 40-8 wD, CDSE 





















































North Carolina: Cumberland Broadcasting Co., Fay- ; 
ettesville, new station to be operated days on 1340 ke 
with 250 watts. 
Ohio: WCPO, Scripps-Howard Radio, Inc., Cincin- 
nati, boost night power from 500 watts to 1 kw. STAGE - SCREEN - RADIO i 
Pennsylvania: WGBI, Scranton Broadcasters, Inc., . . : 
Scranton, jump night power from 100 to 250 watts. Central Booking Office, Inc. 3 
South Carolina: Spartanburg Herald-Journal Co., 54 W. Randolph St., Chicago, Ill. f 
Spartanburg, new station to be operated on 1420 ke i 
with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. ee eee i 
Texas: Odessa Broadcasting Co., Odessa, new station ) : 
to be operated on 1310 ke .with 100 wats, days only. THE KING § JESTERS ; 
Vermont: WRTD, Times Dispatch Publishing Co., ki RCHESTRA f 
Inc., Richmond, change frequency from 1500 to 1050 oa ee eee 4 
Harrisburg, | ke, install new transmitter and jump juice from 100 to with MARJORIE WHITNEY : 
500 watts; WDBJ, Times-World Corp., Roanoke, install BLUE FOUNTAIN ROOM 
auxiliary transmitter, using 1 kw, for emergency pur- HOTEL LASALLE, CHICAGO * 
poses only, Dir.: Consolidated Radio Artists, Inc. 
7% 
vv 
Lloyd Pantages on 20 Ww I 
Raymonds, Inc. (Dona Ray cos- ENDELL HAL : 
metics and Nu-Ray permanent wave) “THE RED HEADED MUSIC MAKER” ‘| 
hops aboard 20 CBS stations across RADIO - STAGE - SCREEN - SONG-WRITER - RECORDING ¥ 
the country with a Sunday afternoon a. Se ek aeons 
(2:30-2:45 p.m.) program, fising Lloyd 4 Bae Sree SF Sees 
Pantages, dishing chatter on films. EVEREADY BATTERIES 
: MAJESTIC RADIOS 
Start is Oct. 17. WRIGLEY GUM 
KNX, Los Angeles, will feed the | SHELL OIL 
hookup. Milton Weinberg agency FITCH SHAMPOO 
placed. = GILLETTE RAZORS 
LATEST COMPOSITIONS—GET THESE SONGS: 
Barn Dance Over Line ONE EYED LOVE — Shapiro 
Ciicene San . RHYTHM OF STATE STREET 
, mCaEO, VEPL. 2. | FOREVER IN YOUR ARMS — Shapiro 
New WLW-Line is to be used for MY OLD FASHIONED SCRAP BOOK 
30-minute weeklv Saturday night —— —__—____ 
airing of Barn Dance program to| _ NOW HEADLINING VAUDEVILLE AGAIN: ’ 5 
plug Keystone Steel and Wire Co.,|| Zhi Wek —Kelth’s, Indianapolis —Sentember 21th, 7 
Peoria. Begins Oct. 9. | Theatre Bookings—The William Morris Agency. 
Russel M. Seeds ageney here se‘ Permanent Address—Wendell Hall, Thompson-Hall Apts. 
: : 4351 North Paulina Street, Chicago, Mlinols 
the deals. | 
Me semer em WENDELL HALL 
Longview, Tex., Sept. 21. —— Senate’ o~- 
T. R. Putnam has resigned as man- on — —— 
ager of KFRO to become head of the AND HIS 
Tri-State Broadcasting System, re- 4 
gional web of indie stations located | 3S 
in this area. ORCHESTRA 
Harold C. Johnson, member of the | 
KFRO sales staff for the past year | JELLO 1 
and a half, has been moved up to| - :30. 
| fill the vacancy left by Putnam. | 7:00-7:3 NBC , 
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SPA. PUBS IN 
DEEPER WATER 


Chances of settling the strike 
which has been going on between 
rg publishers and the Songwrit- 

rs Protective Ass’n the past three 
manths became more remote than 
ever last week, when Irving Caesar, 
SPA prez, called off an unofficial 
parley w hich he had agreed to hold 





with three publishers, Jack Breg- 
man, Louis Bernstein and Walter 
Douglas. Caesar gave no explanation 
for the cancellation, nor did‘he set 


another date. 

Get-together was arranged for last 
Friday afternoon, (17) and Caesar 
was to bring along two. fellow mem- 
hers of the SPA-council. It was the 
hope of the publisher threesome 
that some solution of the differences 
might be arrived at during an. in- 
formal discussion by the two sides. 
Song strike on the part of the pub- 
lishers has been in effect since the 
SPA. announced that it would exer- 
cise its rights in the mechanical 
phases of the works by SPA mem- 
bers. SPA later issued contract 
forms under which 50% of the gross 
money collected for transcription, 
synchronization and phonograph 
rights. were to be turned over to the 
SPA for distribution to the writers 
concerned. It also announced that 
the membership, by a _ vote, had 
agreed to have the courts determine 
the extent of the writer’s rights in 
the various rights arising from the 
copyright of his work. 

Publishers claim that if the writer 
got 50% of the gross income from 
the sale, for instance, of a syn- 
chronization right the writer’s share 
would be twice the net accruing to 
the publisher. What the publisher 
licenses in practically all instances 
are the world rights and it is up to 
him to split the proceeds with his 
foreign publisher-agents. 


Gershwin Scholarship 


Detroit, Sept. 21. 

Establishment of a George Gersh- 
win seholarship fund is under way 
here as memorial to late composer. 

Winners of the scholarship would 
be sent to New York for study under 
Herman Wasserman, Gershwin’s 
former teacher, Ferde Grofe and 
others, according to Lauretta De 
foung, Detroit pianist, who’s spon- 
soring the memorial. 


















They’re Here 


“Why Talk About 
Love” 
“Bi oa Chief Swing It” 
he Rhumba Goes 
Collegiate” 
New Songs Hits by 
POLLACK and MITCHELL 
From the forthcoming 20th 
Century-Fox College Musical 
“LIFE BEGINS IN 
COLLEGE” 
~~ Saae 2- 













HOLLYWOOD SONGS 


RCA BUILDING -RADIO CITY-NEW YORKNY. 
DIL KORNHELSER, Gen. Mar. 





Feist Yields College 
Tune to Remick On 
Latter’s Suit Threat 





Music Corp. following the 
threat to bring suit. Feist had ob- 
tained the song as part of the ‘Life 
Begins at. College’ 


Century-Fox. Robbins organization. 


Lewis are the co-authors. 





Booked Big Name Bands, 


Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 21. 

Police here are holding a white 
man giving the name of Ralph Wall 
in an alleged confidence game by 
which three different Negro _ indi- 
viduals and organizations were de- 
frdauded of money under the pre- 
tense of. bookings for nationally 
known colored orchestras to appear 
here. 

Victims of the 
there were three 
back to 1934, 
posits of $50 
victims after a man _ represented 
himself as a booking agent for or- 
chestras. 

Orchestra names involved 
racket included Cab Calloway, Duke 
Ellington, Lucky Millinder§ and 
Jimmy Gunn. Man would approach 
an individual or organization with 
what appeared to be good creden- 
tials, make arrangements for a date 
and collect $50 in good faith as a 
deposit. Then, according to the at- 
torney for the victims, no more 
would be heard from him or the 
orchestra. 

Letters to orchestras revealed that 
they had no agent answering the 
description. Wall was arrested after 
he was seen on the street by one of 
the victims of the racket. He did 
not make any statement when ar- 
raigned before the recorder, other 
than to ask for a delay so that he 
could get a lawyer. 


Wattenberg Due Back 


A. M. Wattenberg, counsel for the 
Warner Bros. music interests, is ex- 
pected back at his office tomorrow 
(Thursday) after suffering a severe 
gall bladder attack at his desk the 
week before. He was removed to a 
hospital, but his physician advised 
that he undergo a series of treat- 
ments at home. 

By request Jack Bregman, chair- 
man of the publishers’ availability 
committee in the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers, postponed a meeting of the 
group from yesterday to tomorrow. 
Wattenberg represents a couple of 
firms which have entered protests 


racket said that 
instances, 


in which alleged de- 


in the 











on their availability ratings. 
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BROWN and FREED Score 


Again! Their Newest 


“Broadway Melody” is the Biggest and Best in the Series 


Here Are the Hits from “Broadway Melody of 1938" 








Leo Feist, Inc., one of the Robbins- | 
Metro combine, has yielded all rights | 
to ‘Sweet. Varsity Sue’ to the Remick | 
latter’s | 


score from 20th | 


after an investigation, agreed that 
Remick had a-prior claim 

Writers of ‘Sweet Varsity Sue’ 
placed the number with Remick last 
spring, and when that firm failed to 
do anything with it, sold it to 20th. 
| First .that Remick knew of the film 
deal was when Feist advertised the | 
score of ‘Life Begins at College’ last 
week. Remick management. ex- 
plained that the tune, dealing with 
| football, had been-shelved for.a more 
opportune time, the fall. Charles 
Tobias, Murray Menscher and Al 


Took Deposit, Scrammed | 


dating | 


were received from | 





























Most Played on Air 





Combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ and WABC are computed 
for the week from Sunday 
through Saturday (Sept. 12-18.) 
*That Old Feeling 

(Feist) 
“Whispers in the Dark 
(Famous) 
*Have You Any 
(Harms) 
My Cabin of Dreams 
(Berlin) 
*Remember Me? 


Castles, Baby? 


(Witmark) 
So Rare 
PODINS) 
‘Yours and Mine 


Afraid to Dream 
(Miller) 

*I Know Now 
(Remick) 

Stardust on the Moon 

‘First Time I Saw You 

| 


*Moon Got in My Eyes 


(Select) 

Harbor Lights 
(Marlo) 

*Can I Forget You? 
(Chappell) 

Moonlight on the Highway 
(Morris) 

*Stop Breaking My Heart 
(Famous) 

So Many Memories 
(Shapiro) 

*Loveliness of You 
(Miller) 

One Rose Left in My Heart 
isSnhapiro) 

Me, Myself and I 

; «(Words and Music) 

tTYou and I Know 
(Robbins) 

Blossoms on Broadway 
(Famous) 

*Roses in December 
(Berlin) 

*I’m Feelin’ Like a Million 
(Robbins) 

Can't Step Me from Dreaming 
(Remic k) 

* Indicates filmusical song. 

t Production Number. 


SANTLY-JOY 














Santly-Joy has retained J. T. 
Abeles in a proposed suit against the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. 

This firm, and one other, are talk- 

ing litigation because of their dis- 
satisfaction with ASCAP’s ratings 
for the royalty dividends. 
General cry of the younger blood 
among the music pubs is that an 
equitable divvy would be on the 
point system, for the number of 
plugs. ASCAP, however, also takes 
into consideration two more or less 
nebulous qualities classified as ‘avail- 
ability’ and ‘seniority” Just how 
much these are worth is something 
which a more or less self-perpetuat- 
ing board of directors (as com- 
plained) only evaluates, and since 
many of ’em fall into the so-called 
seniority classification, the malcon- 
tents have made an issue thereof. 

Protests from several publishers 
on their ratings will be received to- 
morrow (Thursday) at the monthly 
meeting of the Society’s publishers 
availability. committee. These pubs 
contended that, as the system of 
availability classification’ now op- 
erates, a small publisher has no 
chance of increasing his share of the 
ASCAP distribution. Even if the 
smallie manages to get a few more 
availability points they mean noth- 
ing in the fioal accounting, since the 
major firms are boosted in blocks 
cf 50 and 100 points at the same 
time, with the total number of points 
remaining fixed, regardless of the 
various individual adjustments. 





Devine’s Indiana Roof 





TO SUE ASCAP 





Indie and Pop Pubs Plan to Attend 
FTC Probe on Music Biz; Wisdom 


Of an Industry Code Questioned 





Washington, 


Sept. 21. 
| Conference to 


formulate a code 








of pop publishers actually 


want a 
code, 
Feeling in the MPPA is that spon- 


sors of government supervision 
ought to make certain that every 
strata of the’ music  businéss 

strong for such alignment before the 
march is made on Washington. - This 
pro-code group doesn’t want to be 
| put on the defensive before the FTC 
as the result of possible charges that 
the code idea is peing pushed DY 
| firms . affiliated with or controlled 
by motion picture producers, so that 
the latter can cut down their costs 
of filmusical explgitation and fur- 
ther suppress the competition from 


for the music publishing business— 
sought persistently since the Blue 
|Eagle was executed—finally was 
scheduled last week the Federal 
Trade Commission following two 
vears of informal conferences about 
curbs to be placed on song plugging | 
and other Tin Pan Alley practices. 
Climax to extended negotiations 
was a summons to all tune publish- | 
ers to congregate Oct. 4 for a debate 
on a working agreement for the mu- 
sic biz. Efforts of John G.° Paine, 
former’ head of the Music Pubs. 
| Protective Ass’n, to ban shady busi- 
| ness methods, finally bore fruit with 
| an invitation to the entire industry 


| to participate in deliberations con- 
cerning pact contents. Another six 
|months is expected to elapse before 
| the government rubber-stamps_ the 
proposed industry Bible. 
| Principal emphasis will be placed 
on song-plugging, it is learned. Gov- 
| eramens has been anxious’ ever 
since the N. R. A. days to help in- 
dustry leaders find a formula with 
which to restrain publishers’ from 
| bribing band leaders. Most of the 
{delay in carding the assembly has 
| been attributed to controversies over 





how far to. go and what methods to 
employ in stamping out tune. pro- 
| motion. 





While the. F. T. C. lacks authority 
| to meddle in labor rows, a thorough 
tubbing will be given the trade prac- 
|} tice angles by Uncle Sam’s business 
ethics umpire. Outfit has power to 
cram a code down the throats of 
groups which ask consent for pro- 
| posed standards, plus punitive pow- 
; ers against monopolistic prac- 
tices. Cannot go aboard industry 
members who will not initial the 
pact, however. 

Usual clauses will be written into 

any doctrine for Tin Pan Alley re- 
ceiving Federal okay. Seldom- 
varied recipe prohibits discrimina- 
tory trade discounts, maligning of 
competitors, price-maintenance, con- 
spiracy against newcomers, etc. 
Commish can approve collective 
agreements, but this does not carry 
immunity from the anti-trust 
statutes. Promulgation of a code 
does not exempt the signers from 
Justice Department prosecution on 
grounds of restraint of trade, for 
example. Nor will it waive the ne- 
cessity for-complying with whatever 
minimum wage or maximum hour 
laws may be enacted. 
If successful in getting together 
and placating the F. T. C. czars, 
the music biz will be the first branch 
ef the amusement industries to at- 
tempt to reconcile differences and 
eliminate throat-cutting since the 
N. R. A. was embalmed, 








N. Y. Views 

Music Publishers Protective Ass’n 
is putting on a drive to have at least 
30 pop publishers in attendance at 
the trade conference which the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission has set for 
the industry in Washingon Oct, 4, 
Meanwhile, Joseph V. McKee, the 
MPPA general counsel, has sent out 
questionnaires seeking to ascertain 
what provisions the trade favors for 
a code of fair competition to be 
formulated and administered by the 
FTC and whether the vast majority 





indie publishers. 


Some of the smaller pubs are ex- 
pected to stage a. vigorous fight 


against government intrusion in the 


music industry. They will argue 
that, if methods of exploitation are 
restricted to patterns favored by the 
film-allied firms through a code of 
fair trade practices the lesser indies 
may be driven out of business. Op- 
portunities for plugging his wares 
cannot be the same for the small 


independent as long as the producer- 
ally is in a position to have his songs 
plugged in thousands of theatres by 
way of trailers or the filmusicals 
themselves. These smallies propose 
to ask the FTC just where the pub- 
iic’s interests are affected by the 
furnishing of band: leaders with free 
arrangements and what but eventual 
extinction can be the fate of free- 
lance songwriters if the latter’s 
publishers are not free to resort to 
their own devices for getting plug 
co-operation. When it comes to an 
open choice, the leader is bound to 
give the first break to a score out 
of a film, it is pointed out. He has 
associated with it the glamour of 
screen production and personality 
plus the sales value of topline 
writers, while on the other hand, in 
the case of a freelance writer's 
number, the band leader can be in- 
fluenced by nothing but inclination 
to help discover new talent or do a 
personal favor for some publisher's 
contact man. 

The FTC’s hearing 
with Commissioner 
March presiding, 


will convene 
Charles H, 
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mov E TOpy,. 


| POLLACK & MITCHELL 
Seore Again with 


“MY SECRET 
LOVE AFFAIR” 


“OVER NIGHT” 
“MY SWISS 
HILLY BILLY” 


m the 20th Century-Fox 
sical, “THIN ICE,” starring 
Sonja Henie 
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THE SEASON'S BIGGEST SONG HIT 


SO RARE 


Most Played — Most Sold 
Deservedly Topping All Lists 


@ 799 7th Ave., New York 























i Indianapolis, on 
T Devi oO the Indiana 
YOURS AND MINE Roof Thursday (23) with Jan Gasben 
iM FEELIN’ LIKE A MILLION and orch, Devine will genes 
t a five night weekly 
YOUR BROADWAY AND MY BROADWAY policy, bolstering patronage when 
possible by booking name bands. 
EVERYBODY SING Garber’s stand is for the opening 
night only. 
‘ , yer-priced band will pl 
Robbins Music Corporation ® 799 7th Ave., New York anier uae tia te Bs ro ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. 
the operation by his son, Jack, — 
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Padula Points Out Flaws in 25 Wk. 
Contract Bid: Thinks 13 Wks. Better 





Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 

Smoothly-worded protest against 
the Musicians local’s demand for 25- 
week instead of 10-week contracts 
in future was sent to A. A. Tomei, 
tooter prexy, by Art Padula, cp- 
erator of the Arcadia-International 
here last week. 

Padula said he agreed with an in- 
creased scale because of increased 
living costs, but thought that six- 
month contracts would work hard- 
ships on both musickers and nitery 
owners. . Musicians, he said, would 
suffer. because: 

i: Contracts beginning Labor Day 
for 25 weeks ‘expire Feb. 26, at ‘a 
time when it is too late to get work 
in Florida resorts. It is also too 
early for summer jobs, which means 
the -tooters will probably remain out 
of work until the summer season 
opens. 


2. Musicians unfortunate enough 
not‘ to obtain a contract by Labor 
Day, when most jobs are filled, will 
have to wait six months for another 
nitery. 

3. ‘Why should any musician with 
real ability be tied up six months in 
advance against the possibility of 
taking something better in the event 
that the opportunity should present 
itself?’ 

Among the hardships on the em- 
ployer, Padula listed: 


tell six 





1. An operator can’t 








Will Hudsen’s Latest Hit 


+] 
YOU'RE MY DESIRE 
Season’s Loveliest Baliad 


MOON AT SEA 


Four Smash Sengs from GB's 
"GANGWAY?’ with Jeaute Matthews 


Lord and Lady Whoozis 
Moon or No Moon 
When You Gotta Sing 
Gangway 


Pinky Tom!in’s Top Tune 


'M JUST A COUNTRY 
BOY AT HEART 


GYPSY FROM 
- POUGHKEEPSIE 


Mis Music, Inc. 


1619 BROADWAY Maw Your, . Y. 






























months in advance what his needs 
will be. As a result, he signs for 
the very minimum number of men 
possible. Anchorage, for example, 
has six men (instead of seven as last 
season); Hotel Philadelphia is closed; 
the Benjamin Franklin has eight (in- | 
stead of nine); the Arcadia has seven | 
(instead of eight). 

2. By retaining an orchestra for 
six months the orch itself loses value | 
as an attraction. It grows stale and | 
reduces its value to an operator, 
which is unfair. 

3. An operator who must make a 
contract on Feb. 26 faces a dilemma. 
He cannot contract through the end | 
of spring (and Lent) without in- 
creasing costs to such an extent it 
will mean dropping two or three 


men, since many spots don’t run 
through the summer. 
Padula’s letter concludes: ‘In view 


of this reasoning, I recommend: that 
you reduce the six-month period to 
a 13-week period, which is one- 
fourth the year. This is the cus-| 
tomary period for radio work and 
has been found most satisfactory. By 
doing this you will extend your 
spring season partially into the sum- 
mer and your fall season partially 
into the winter, forcing an opera- 
tor to take advantage of a full or- 
chestra for the other full period. At 
the same time, you will give an op- 
erator elasticity of operation, make 
it possible for him to merchandise 
the orchestra. 





Henderson’s 2G in Spot 
He Formerly Got Scale 





Fletcher Henderson returns to the 
scene of -his first success, Roseland 
Ballroom, N. Y., Oct. 2, for one 
week’s engagement at $2,000. Two 
years ago, when he first hit Broad- 
way, his band was getting scale 
wages at Roseland. 

Henderson’s band (first gained 
recognition when the band went 
west to play Ed Fox’s Grand Ter- 
race, colored nitery. There the band 
introduced ‘Mr. Christopher Colum- 
bus’ over the NBC net and from 
there on it climbed. : 


Goldie Il 


Cincinnati, Sept. 21. 

Goldie (Harry Goldfield), trum- 
peter, lately with Paul Whiteman, 
was: taken sick Saturday (18), two 
days after opening with his first 
band, spotted in the rathskeller of 
the Hotel Gibson for a scheduled 
month’s run, 

Combo, 12 men, has been in the 
field for more than two years, with 
both Johnny Lewis and Ted Travers 
taking turns as baton wavers. Jack 
Coffey, who looks after the orch’s 
biz, stepped in as director in Goldie’s 
absence, which carried over Sunday 














(19), 








ONC! PAN ORES Ramet FEIST 


From Walter W ange 


s 


THAT OLD FEELING 


(Lew Brown and Sammy Fain) 


and 


LOVELY ONE 


Frank Loesser and Manning Sherwin) 


From Walte 





From Bobby Breen's RKO Radio Picture 


MAKE: A WISH 


(Louis Alter, Paul Webster and Oscar Straus) 


Wanger's Production 


| STILL LOVE TO KISS YOU GOODNIGHT 
I'D LIKE TO SEE SAMOA OF SAMOA 


(Walter Bullock and Harold Spina) 


“52nd Street” 





“Make a Wish" 


<r ar 


A Nov yelty Sensation from ‘the Mid- West 


JOSEPHINE 


(Gus Kah n, Wayne King and Burke Bivens) 


~ LEO FEIST, 





bine 1629 Broadway, New York 


| Horace Heidt band goes into the 


| not set. 





|about 30 bands engaged and sched- 


Heidt Routed 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 
Following an engagement at the 
| Earle, Washington, this week, the 





Stanley, Pittsburgh, Friday (24) fol- 
lowed by five one-nighters, towns 


Gets a week at Loew’s State, N. Y., 
Oct. 7, before going into the Hotel 
Biltmore, Oct. 15, for the winter. 
Four additional acts are expected to 
| be added to the outfit before it hits 
|New York. 


30 ORCHS SET 
~ FOR NEW YORK 


N. Y.’s hotel and nitery band 
bookings for the fall. look set, with 











uled in as many spots. MCA and 
CRA have the biggest hunks of biz. 
Those already in the saddle are 
Leo Reisman at the Waldorf; Horace 
Heidt, Biltmore, goes in today 
(Wednesday ); Guy Lombardo, Roose- 
velt, opened Sept. 16; Tommy 
Dorsey, Commodore; Paul Tiesen 
comes into grill Sept. 30 as second. 
Ozzie Nelson, Astor; Lou Breese and 
Russ Morgan at the French Casino. 
Joe Rines replaces Morgan, Oct. 12. 
George Olsen and Yascha Bunchuk, 
International Casino. Jay Freeman 
stays at Paradise. 

Xavier Cugat’s tango band opened 
at the Waldorf, Sept. 21; Eddy Duchin 
and Vincent Bragali, Plaza, Sept. 24; 
Benny Goodman, Pennsylvania, Oct. 
11, preceded by Dick Stabile on Oct. 
1; Al Donohue, Rainbow Room, Oct. 
11 and Glen Gray, New Yorker 
hotel, Oct. 8, following Benny Meroff, 
Bob Crosby being set to replace Dick 
Ballew at Belmont Plaza (nee Mont- 
clair), and Eddie Lane at Gov. Clin- 
ton hotel. 

Isham Jones returns to the Lincoln 
this month, Frank Novak stays at the 
Warwick, Eli Dantzig stays at the 
St. George, Brooklyn, with a new 
and larger aggregation; Eddie Elkins, 
Yacht Club, Sept. 23, Cornelius 
Codolban and Emil Coleman, into the 
St. Ragis, Sept. 26 former from the 
Rainbow Grill and replaced there by 
Eddy Rogers; Jerry Blaine stays at 
the Park Central; Harold Nagel quits 
the Pierre Roof, Sept. 20, for a lower 
floor; Bill McCune resigned by the 
Piaza hotel and Bossert in Brook- 
lyn and Rita Rio is set for the Hol- 
lywood restaurant, opening Oct. 2. 
Rudolph Friml, Jr., Ritz-Carlton, 
Oct. 25. 


Zucker at CRA, NY. 


Stan Zucker has replaced Gus Ed- 
wards as general manager of Con- 
solidated Radio Artists, under 
Charlie Green. Edwards quit the 
firm about two months ago to handle 
his own bands, which he took with 
him. 

Zucker comes from CRA’s Cleve- 
land office, where he has been in 
charge since the once indie office 
affiliated with Green’s firm. He will 
headquarter in N. Y., but frequently 
hit the road, from whence he came 
as a CRA salesman. 


Helda Back at Ritz, Paris 


Paris, Sept. 14. 

Bernard Helda, band-leading 
brother of Irene Helda, who is now 
in Clifford Fischer’s French Casino 
show in New York, stepped back 
into the Ritz this week to begin his 
third season in the hostelry. 

Helda, who, unlike his sister is 
French, and not American, has an 
eight-piece band which, besides be- 
ing set. there for the season, will 
broadcast over both Post Parisien 
and Radio 37, latter a new station 
which opened here earlier this} 
month. f 














NAMES BACK 





Clear Lake, Ia., Sept. 21. 





After a prolonged absence of. name 
| bands,. manager Carl Fox has re- 
| newed the name policy at his Surf 
ballroom, bringing Benny Goodman 
| in Sept, 24. 

Ballroom has discontinued the | 
| 


| nightly dancing practice of the sum- | 
mer season and now has dances 
| three nights a week. 


TUCKER IN CHI 
Chicago, Sept. 21. | 
Orrin Tucker band opens the fall | | 
| and winter season at the Edgewater | 
| Beach hotel Oct. 16. 
Bailey Sisters and Bonnie Baker 
} are included in the deal. 

















Last Week's 15 Best Sellers 

Harbor Lights ........ nade eee6’as.e0esSuae th00-e6 46 Marlo 

My Cabin of Dreams. .cccccceseccceccsccvesscaseses Berlin 
*Whispers in the Dark .......... Ch esnwenwereese wees Famous 
Sh TOO nk ise cessdaceue eouseue’ ieeaces sh vadneee eee Robbins 
*That Olid Feeling .......+.. etree ween we Feist 
Pie he Be. ener er ere rew ere ei iw rey ere wee Miller 
*The First Time I Saw YOu........cccesceeceeeccces Santly-Joy 
*Have You Any Castles, earpabi Favccescthadakcascesets Harms 
Sailboat in the Moonlight .......cccceseccseceses . Crawford 
*Moon Got in. My Byes... ccccccccccccccccccccccecces Select 

CI RORRIARO NE 6 oi. k0 564 bok bon ba 60 04 4 ORES O80 64 ein 5s Witmark 
Bt LOGS EAR PO oo 6 idk ei oe hidecivaseredessnecees Morris 
ae lll DU: ee A es errr ay ee eee eee Robbins 

OF Oe. Fee ea kek fk ho Sb 600 740k KE eRe Res 000 Kies Remick 
One Rose Lett im My: Heart... occicccctecceasccceise Shapiro 

* Indicates filmusical song. f¢ Indicates stage production song. The 
others are pops. 











On the 


Upbeat 





Bob Grayson at Grande ballroom, 
Detroit, for three weeks, 





Bob Sylvester back in N. Y. for 
Mills recordings. Harry Moss ar- 


ranged. 
Jehnny Green opens at the Copley- 
Plaza hotel, Boston, Sept. 30, for 


MCA. 





Xavier Cugat plays the Earle the- 
atre, Washington, Oct. 1, and the 
Stanley, Pittsburgh, Oct. 8, before 
going into the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, 





N. Y., as alternate band with Leo 
Reisman, 
Happy Felton enters the Statler 


hotel, Buffalo, Oct. 15. 





Herman Waldman went -into the 
Olmos Night Club, San Antonio, 
Tex., Sept. 21 for an indef engage- 
ment. Succeeds Bobby Millar. Air- 
ng through KMAC. 





Vivian Vorden and _ all-femme 
orch back in San Antonio from a 
tour of Texas. 





Dee Peterson’s Iowa State Univer- 
sity orchestra is now playing at the 
Edgewood Inn, East Greenbush, N. Y. 





Clayman picked Elaine Grey, East 
Liverpool, O., lass as his featured 
vovalist for an engagement at the 
Willows, Pittsburgh. Clayman is 
opening the spot’s new indoor Vene- 
tian Room and will stick indef, re- 
placing the Lee Shelley orch, 





Three International Boys, playing 
return engagements at William Penn 
hotel’s Continental Bar, Pittsburgh, 
have added Nina and Rosa, song 
team. 





Carl (Deacon) Moore moves into 
the New Penn, Pittsburgh, on Fri- 
day (24) for a two-week stay, follow- 
ing Rita Rio, who does some one-nite 
theatre stands for WB before going 
into the Hollywood restaurant in 
New York. CRA handled. 





Paul Whiteman and his orch open 
an indefinite engagement at the L. A. 
Ambassador Cocoanut Grove Dec. 
31, following Rudy Vallee. 





Nick Stuart and his orchestra will 
be featured in a musical short at 
Radio. 





Tempo King and his Kings of 
Tempo opened an engagement at the 
Club Cosmo, Hollywood. 





Billy Brooks band replaced Eric 
Peterson’s at Rhineland Gardens, 
Armonk, N. Y. 





Art Shaw one-nited Sunday (19) 
at the Ritz ballroom, Bridgeport. 





Harry Candullo set for indef en- 


gagement at Arrowhead -Inn, Cin- 
cinnati, by CRA. Has a WLW wire. 





Ciyde Trask follows Mike Riley’s 
tand into Gypsy Village, Louisville, 
Ky., Sept. 25. Johnny Hamp and 
Don Bestor follow in CRA exclusive 
spot. 





Jack Denny opens at the Chase 
hotel, St. Louis, Oct. 15. 





Lou Breese, current at French Ca- 
sina, N. Y., doubles into the annual 
Horse Show at Madison Sq. Garden 
Nov. 3 to 10. 





Four Ink Spots, cocktail unit, set 
at Bennet hotel, Binghamton, N. Y., 
starting Oct. 2. 





Don Bestor and George Hall play 
Westchester County Center, White 
Plains, N. Y., on Oct. 20 and 27 
respectively. 





Joe Haymes plays Foot 
Hall, Hartford, Conn., 


Guard 
Sept. 29. 





Franz Waxman drew the musical 
direction assignment on Metro’s ‘The 


Four Marys.’ 


ANNOUNCING 
A NEW BALLAD 


“THERE’S MUSIC 
IN MY HEART, 
CHERIE” 


By the Ace Writers 
JOSEPH McCARTHY 
and 
JAMES HANLEY 


Destined for Peak 
Popularity! 


SAM FOX 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
RCA BUILOING RADIO CITY 
NEW YORK 
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‘Just About Right’ 


Get in the Vanguard with 


VANGUARD SONGS 


6411 Hollywood Bivd. 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 








“Polynesian Romance’ 














The Year’s Greatest Production Score 





The Hits from the Great American Musical Romance 


“VIRGINIA” 


Now at Radio City’s Center, New York 
Score by ARTHUR SCHWARTZ and ALBERT STILLMAN 


YOU AND I KNOW 

AN OLD FLAME NEVER DIES 
GOOD-BYE JONAH 

IF YOU WERE SOMEONE ELSE 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION” e 


799 7th Ave., New York 
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Philharmonic Has Good Advance For 
Concert Series at Carnegie Hall, N. Y. 





Subscription sale for this season’s 
New York Philharmonic Symphony 
Society concerts in Carnegie Hall, 
N. Y., is slightly ahead of last year. 
Reservations are about level with 
previous season’s figures, but cash 
receipts top 1936 at this point. Sale 
1 be okay provided the majority 
reservations are taken up. 

Season will last 28 weeks, Opening 
Oct. 21. There are 28 Thursday 
evening and a similar number of 
Friday and Sunday afternoon con- 
verts, plus 14 Saturday night con- 
certs. Mythical sellout of all seats 
tor the entire season would net ap- 
proximately $416,000. That figure 
allows for the free press lists. 

Carnegie Hall seats 2,752. Thurs- 


wil 
of 


,% 
5 4 








| two 


~ Spokane Strike Settled 


Spokane, Sept. 21. 

Garden Dancing Palace has been 
taken off the ‘unfair’ list after being 
picketed 10 months for hiring non- 
union musicians. Under the 
ment, Ev Rowan’s 
union collegiate 
allowed to continue to stay there 
weeks longer, then will be 
obliged to join the union. i 

Chet Griffith’s non-union orches- | 
tra opened Sept. 17 at the Davenport 
Hotel Italian Gardens after the place 
had been without dance music for a 


musicians, will be 


| week following the walkout of Mann 


day night houses are worth about | 
$4,860 each, with the Friday after- | 


noon figured at about $5,071 due to 
the smaller press list. Saturday 
night houses are worth in the neigh- 
borhood of $3,145 each and the Sun- 


day afternoon houses rate approxi- | 


mately $3,330 apiece. Season tickets 
for 14 Thursday night or 
afternoon concerts range from $285 
for boxes seating eight to $35 f:r 
single parquet seats and $11.50 for 
single balcony seats. Prices. for 
seven Saturday night concerts range 
from $80 to $10.50 and $4 for the 
similar seats as above. Scale for 14 
Sunday afternoons is $180 to $24 and 
$9. 

For the second consecutive year, 


Friday | 


Bros. orchestra in sympathy with a 
laundry union strike which is picket- | 
ing the hotel. | 


BALTO STRIKE 
GETS TOUGHER 


Baltimore,. Sept. 21. 
Both hotels and musicians ran 
into some unusual complications 


here this week as a result of the 
strike now in effect. 
Union tooters who 


local hostelries Labor Day in order 


| to achieve a closed shop arrange- 


Arturo Toscanini will be . absent 
from the Philharmonic. John Bar- 
birolli is conductor, with Georges | 


Enesco guest. conductor and Ernest} 


Schelling conductor 
people’s concerts. Among the name 
soloists will be Walter Gieseking, 
Josef Hofmann, Vladimir Horowitz, 
Eugene List, Mischa Levitzki, Artur 
Rubinstein, Ernest Schelling, Abram 


for young 


Chasins, Mischa Elman, Jascha 
Heifetz, Yehudi Menuhin, Efrem 
Zimbalist, Kirsten Flagstad and 


Richard Bonelli. Arthur Judson is 
manager, Bruno Zirato is assistant 
manager, 


MUZAK AND MUSICIANS 





UNION IN AGREEMENT 





New York Musicians Union and 
the operators of Muzak, Inc., wired 
music purveyors, have practically 
agreed On a new contract. Under 
the terms of this agreement, Muzak 
is obligated to pull out its equip- 
ment from all spots where live mu- 
sicians are not employed. Also to 
refrain from installing such equip- 
ment in places where musicians are 
liable to be engaged or have been 
recently discharged. 

Contract further provides that all 
Muzak deals for service must be 
submitted in advance to Local 802 
for approval. 











GORDON and REVEL 


CLICK AGAIN WITH 


This sensational score for 
Darryl Zanuck 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox production: 


“You Can’t Have Every- 
thing” 


AFRAID TO DREAM 


THE LOVELINESS 
OF YOU 











EV’RYTHING 


PLEASE PARDON US 
--WE'RE IN LOVE 


DANGER— 
LOVE AT WORK 





A New Hit on the Horizon 


ONCE IN A WHILE 


mi 


YOU CAN’T HAVE = 


PO 


ment for private rentals were en- 
gaged last March to play for a dance 
planned as the climax of the 
Plasterers Union convention, held 
here this week at the Emerson 
Hotel. 

Plasterers tried to get the 
cians to make spec:al dispensation 
and supply the music for their shin- 
dig, but the union refused and, 
rather than dance to non-union 
music the affair was called off. 

Early in the week, the hotel an- 
nounced that Wm, Green, prexy of 
A.F.L., would appear at the Plaster- 
ers conclave and occupy the royal 
suite, formerly used by Isaac Emer- 
son, late Bromo Seltzer tycoon, and 
not opened to guests in nine years. 
Tooters did a burn and, reaching 
Green, explained the situation, Re- 
ported that Green stayed in the 
hostelry for about three hours, using 
only the washroom. 

Local papers this week featured 
ads, sponsored and paid for by the 
union, listing local niteries and 
dance spots employing union bands- 
men, and urging patronage of them. 


DOT FIELDS, JOHNSTON 
TEAMING FOR SONGS 


Because of Jerome Kern’s general 
indisposition, which necessitates crea- 
tive inactivity for a year or so, his 
erstwhile lyricist, Dorothy Fields, is 
teaming with Arthur Johnston. 

Another new songwriting team for 


musi- 
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Mitver AAusic, [nc. ic: 


New York: : 


pictures will be Albert Stillman and 
| Sammy Fain, whom Jack Robbins is 
|putting together. Stillman, with 
|Arthur Schwartz, composed ‘Vir- 
| ginia,”, Schwartz being more or less 
|partnered with Howard Dietz, gen- 
|erally. Walter Bullock and Harold 
| Spina, after completing the ‘Sally, 
| trene and Mary’ score for 20th-Fox, 
| are set on a termer on the same lot. 
| Next assignment is Shirley Temple's 
| pic, 





‘Hipp Operas’ Improved 
| Take of $6,100 Last Week 
| 


Opera grosses at the Hippodrome, 
N. Y., last weekend bounced again. 
| Friday (17) night brought in $2,900 
‘and Saturday (18) added another 
| $3,200. 
Alfredo Salmaggi’s concurrent per- 
| formances at the Academy of Music, 
| Brooklyn, grossed $1,400 for Satur- 


=| day (18) and $1,700 for Sunday (19). 
| Season continues indefinitely. 





| Remick Cutting Down 


| Remick Music Corp, has closed 
| down its Boston and Philadelphia 
| offices and let out the personnel. 


| It is planned to have the bands in 


the two cities contacted by men 
travelling out of the New York of- 





Dr. William Axt is scoring Metro's 


2] ‘Thoroughbreds Don’t Cry.’ 


| 
walked out of | 


GM Radio Concert at 
Carnegie Hall Oct. 3 


Carnegie Hall, N. Y., has 18 events 
| listed for October. Opens Oct. 3 with 
a General Motors radio concert and 
ends Oct. 31 with another ditto. 
Other dates include two more GM 
concerts, six New York Philharmonic 
Orchestra concerts, a Philadelphia 
Orchestra concert, and recitals by 
Fritz Kreisler, Feodor Chaliapin and 
Julia Peters. 

Other events are minor musical 
events and public meetings. 








| “ | 

agree- | (" ? | first appearance in Paris Oct 
orchestra, non- | U benefit performance of ‘Othello.’ 
| y ws 7 
dake 4 ‘ed 


BOOKED 


Second booking mixup in as many 
weeks at Music Corp. 
again has the Vincent Lopez band 
on the jump. This time he’s out of 
the Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, just 
las he was about to hop a train in 


i that direction. Maestro is now set 
for two weeks of one-nighters, but 
he’s. keeping his fingers crossed, even 


| while he plunks the ivories. 

Originally notified he was to play 
las soon as he completed his current 
|date at the Cleveland Exposition, 
| with Pitts papers carrying blurbs on 


ithe announcement, Lopez got his 
first headache when it developed 
lthat a booking bloomer at MCA 


called for Orrin Tucker to play the 
hotel at that time. 

Lopez was switched to the Stan- 
ley theatre and Pitts dailies again 
obliged with the tidings. Last Mon- 


day (20) the latest bombshell ex- 
ploded in the maestro’s headquar- 
ters, when it turned out that the 


Stanley date was also just one of 
those dream bookings. According to 
the latest at MCA, the band gives 
its final toot at Cleveland next Sun- 
day (26), plays the three following 
nights at private parties in Cleve- 
land, then one-nights through Ohio 
until Oct. 9, when it opens a run at 
the Drake Hotel, Chicago. 
Meanwhile, Lopez has wired all 
the Pitts papers that he’s not respon- 





| the William Penn Hotel in Pittsburgh | 
|nighter at the Kansas City Jubilesta | 
and begins originating his | 








| TIBBETT DUE IN PARIS 


Singer’s First Date There In Benefit 
Of ‘Othello’ 
Paris, Sept. 14. 
Tibbett will make his 
5 in a 


Lawrence 


Special performance will be given 
at the Opera for the pension fund 
of the old artists of the Overa. Eide 
| Norena will sing the part of Des- 
demona, Giovanno Martinelli will 
take the title role and Tibbett that 
of lago. Orchestra will be directed 


by Roberto who 
come from Italy for the occasion 


Moranzoni., will 


of ameriea| WALLEE’S COAST STAY 


| TILL END OF YEAR 


| Rudy Vallee’s Coast stay will prob- 


ably last until about the first of the 
year, including nitery and theatre 
dates and a pic commitment Band 
leader winds up his present eastern 
|radio stand Sept. 30, does a one- 


| 


jon Oct. 1, 
| Royal Gelatine programs from the 
| Coast on Oct. 7. 

Opens at the Cocoanut Grove, Los 
| Angeles, on Oct. 4, and is set there 
| for three weeks. Then plays theatre 
dates. Has a pic 
on a contract with Warners, and will 
do it during his coming stay in Hol- 
lywood if the story is satisfactory. 


Okla. Battle of Bands 
For Needy Musickers 


Oklahoma City, Sept. 21. 
Battle of bands, featuring seven 
dance orchestras playing in rotation, 
was held Monday (20) night by the 
American Fed. of Musicians for the 
benefit of needy musicians. 





assignment to fill | 


AGMA Ready to Submit Scale, 


Working Conditions to lmpresarios 


+ 








Scale of wage requirements and 
| working conditions has been set by 
| the American Guild of Musical Art- 
| ists. It will be submitted to opera 
companies and concert manacers 
and recognition will be sought with- 
in the next few weeks. Little diffi- 
culty is expected with the majority 
of opera companies, but concert 


managers may offer a tougher prob- 


lem Understood the Metropolitan 
Opera Company will not be amon 
those approached at firs! 

Total membership of the combined 
AGMA and Grand Opera Artisis 
Assn, forces totals 700, but a national 
drive is planned to bring this figure 
up to about 3,000. Coast branch of 
the AGMA has been organized in 
Los Angeles and another office will 
be opened in Chicago. Leo Fischer, 
executive secretary, will go to the 
-oast the end of next week to pick 


a representative there. 
off in Chicago on 


He will stop 


the way back to 
name a mid-west representative 
Henry Jaffe, AGMA counsel, will 
also go to the Coast next week, but 
doesnt plan to do any AGMA work 
tnere, 

Under the proposed setup, AGMA 
branches will not have any local 
autonomy such as enjoyed by the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists. Instead they will be merely 


| unofficial branches of the main body, 
with business offices reporting to 
the New York headquarters. Plan is 
| similar to the setup of the Authors 
League of America and its 
| aries, the Dramatists Guild, 
| Writers Guild and others. 
Strange wrinkle in the AGMA 
[Actors grant from the Associated 
} 


subsidi- 
Screen 


Actors and Artistes of America calls 
for Actors Equity to have jurisdic- 
| tion Over operas in English. This 
| was due to an oversight, and is ap- 
| parently covered in the minutes of 
the Four A’s meeting which granted 
the charter. Resolution there states 
that the Four A’s council will also 
vote transfer of the jurisdiction 
from Equity to AGMA. However, 
the matter is considered a minor 
technicality and no date is set for 








sible for their red faces, that he’s! Party was held at Blossom Heath,| it to be considered again. AGMA 
sorry, but whole thing is as much a| with the seven bands taking 20-| board will meet tomorrow (Thurs- 
mystery to him as to them. minute turns. Perry Ward, WKY day). 

announcer, introduced the _ bands, 

Milton Bloom, Louis Bring and{| headed by George Andre, Warren Manning Sherwin and Frank Loes- 
Arthur Quenzer divvied $1,000| Blue, Bonnie Spencer, Victor Dun-| ser peddled their ditty, ‘The Boys in 
handed to them by Universal for|can, Wallie Stoeffler, Clarence|the Band,’ to Paramount for George 
their song, ‘So It’s Love.’ Tackett and the Crusaders. Raft’s picture, ‘Dream of Love.’ 
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New International 


Casino, Lavish 


Bway Nitery, Debuts Amidst Mishaps 





By ABEL GREEN 


New International Casino, in the 
heart of Times Square, because of its 
lavishness—the trade knows that 
over $400,000 went into it—and be- 
cause of the multiplicity of its post- 
ponements dating back to last win- 
ter, commands notice in the passing 
scene. It’s for that reason that the 
premiere—at last!—on Friday (17) 
focused much attention from show- 
men and the laity alike, getting a 
capacity turnout of about 1,300 peo- 
ple at $12.50 per couvert. That me- 
chanical difficulties defeated any fair 
anoraisal of the spot’s values was as 
intich regretted by the public as by 
the Lou Brecker-Joe Moss-George 
Olsen management. 


With everything apparently ship- 
shape, the stage mechanics went 
awry at 6 p. m., a couple of hours 
before the advertised and much 
postponed premiere, and if it were 
not for the brevity of the time lapse, 
another adjournment might have 
been in order. 


It’s for that reason that VarRIEeTy 
will defer review of the show, per 


se, until the proceedings are 
smoother. 
As for the place itself, it’s the | 


most signal post-prohibition attempt 
to really achieve something in the 
bring - Broadway - back movement. 
Three-storied cabaret-theatre, situ- 
ated in the heart of Times Square, 
atop the Criterion and what was the 
old New York theatres, it’s in a per- 
fect location for transient attention. 
This undoubtedly was a prime con- 
sideration in the managerial thought 
that the spot might do a constant 
trade—bar biz, lundheon, cocktail 
dansants (with Olsen’s music), din- 
ner and supper, the latter in the 
Casino. That’s distinguished from 
the spacious second floor lounge, 
which runs the entire Broadway 
frontage, 44th to 45th street. 

‘Bravo’ is the title of the Pierre 
Sandrini-Jacques Charles revue, for 
which the imported Paris producers 
and stagers are said to be getting up 
to 15% of the gross. For that fancy 
figure—or any lesser stipend—noth- 
ing in the sketchy premiere per- 
formance evidenced distinction. Im- 
possible to really judge, in toto, as 
handicapped by the stage mechanics 
—said to be an important contribu- 
tion—which did not function. From 
what was seen, a manifestation of 
the old American adage that too 
many French chefs complicated the 
pot-pourri, seems the result. 

Complications attendant to the 
first night confusion in service, ‘lost’ 
reservations of tables (or maybe be- 
cause the waiters and captains were 
doing too well for themselves), mis- 
haps in the unveiling, etc., might be 
dismissed. It’s no secret by now 
that the French Casino, whose signal 
success, of course, inspired the Inter- 
national Casino venture, had its grief 
galore with behind-the-scenes sabo- 
tage, labor union complications, 
waiters, insurgent group’s stench- 
bomb, ete., but a little judicious 
strong-arming from within, plus aid 
by the cops, took care of that in 
time. Those are things in the cafe 
biz that are more or less trade head- 
ache, and adjustable. 

What heightened and perhaps ex- 
aggerated the International Casino’s 
unfortunate start was (1) the gen- 
eral bigness of the venture, which 
naturally calls for a Missouri atti- 
tude by all outsiders; (2), the basic 
wonder on how long it would take 
to amortize a $400,000 nitery which 
is built like one of those lavish Hol- 
lywood affairs: (3), the belief that it 
looks geared for a $50,000 gross, in 
order to break even, and that ain't 
hay in anybody’s couvert charge: 
and (4), the rumbles of the many 
postponements, crystallized by large 




















advertisements first heralding one 
date, then another, and finally a 
third. And then it didn’t come off 
right. 

On the credit side, the Interna- 
tional Casino should vote a bonus 
(or an extra drink, at least) to 


|George Olsen for his gracious and 


graceful apology and explanation at 
the premiere that a letter would go 
out to all present with a raincheck 
for some future night to see the 
show and enjoy dinner, etc., at its 
perfected best. Olsen’s sincere, well- 
put, but obviously unprepared, 
apology did more as a squarer for 
the new venture than anything else 
could have done. (Olsen, privately, 
hinted at sabotage as a cause for the 
delays in the mechanics.) 

On the credit side, therefore, is 
the critical (press and public) incli- 
nation to accept the raincheck deci- 
sion until things are smoothed over, 
these possibly including the building 
of a complete new revolving stage, 
since the present mechanics balked 
so frequently. On the credit side, 
too, despite the general furore: good 


i\food. For the mass production that 
|the preem occasioned, the cuisine 
was surprisingly good, and that’s 


|}something to brag about. 


And, of course, to the credit of the 
IC, is that lavish thromium and car- 
peted interior; the gargantuan flash 
of the place; its general lavishness; 
its escalators; that spiral bar (Bruns- 
wick-Balke-Collender charged $17,- 
000 for it), which is expected to do 
all right as an all-day drinkery, plus 
the other niceties. 

Management promises a_ better 
showing some time next week. 


VERSAILLES, N. Y. 


Mitzi Green is playing a return 
date at Club Versailles, a sort of 
booking she ‘owed’ Nick Prounis, 
Arnold Rossfield, Johnny Boggiano, 
et al., and the longer it’s been de- 
ferred the greater has become the 
cumulative value to this smart East 
50th street (N. Y.) nitery. Because, 
in the interim, this clever 17-year old 
daughter of a vet vaudeville family, 
Joe Keno and Rosie Green, has be 
come a star on Broadway (‘Babes in 
Arms’) and is destined for the un- 
usual among kid picture stars—an 
equally glamorous, albeit more last- 
ing stardom in Hollywood when she 
starts her new RKO contract. It’s 
pencilled in for November but the 
buildup of ‘Babes,’ with the cooler 
weather, may set that back. 

Anyway, on the legit rostrum, on 
screen or on a cafe floor—and more 
specifically, the latter—young Mitzi 
is a bit of a wow with her suave, 
showmanly songalogs and panto- 
mimicry. 

Unspoiled and a well deported lit- 
tle lady she offsets the handicaps so 
usual attendant to precocious stage 
children and delivers a_ rousing, 
socko 10-12 minutes of expert song 
and comedy. 

Opens with ‘Riding High’ (Ethel 
Merman’s number), thence into ‘That 
Old Feeling,’ with a salute to Lew 
Brown and Sammy Fain, its authors, 
and then evidences why the plug, 
for Brown has fashioned for her 
some nifty lyric material. Thus, she 
works in her Arliss and Fannie 
Brice impressions. Encore is the 
Luise Rainer-Anna Held _ phone 
scene from ‘Great Ziegfeld’; and an- 
other forced encore for the final 
show, although previously done, was 
another clever lyric treatment by 
Lew Brown on why she’s not al- 
lowed to sing ‘The Lady Is a Tramp’ 
out of ‘Babes in Arms.’ It’s a mas- 
terpiece of special material, in 
Brown's best idiom. 

So much for Mitzi Green and her 








click. The new Versailles room, re- 
decorated, has preserved those dis- 
tinctive panels from the Louis XIV 
period, but given ’em nuance by ex- 
tra framework and_ rear-lighting. 
The general decor of the room, with 
its distinctively striped backing- 
material for the wall seats is a la the 
Morocco and Stork club so that each 
takes on special character whenever 
the society photographers do their 
photoging. 

New band is Maximilian Bergere’s, 
an expert combo, well schooled in 
dance styles in the nicer N. Y. hotels 
and niteries, and Joe Rodriguez is 
the relief tango-rhumba combo. 
Gali-Gali, Egyptian magic worker at 
the tables, failed to make a repeat 
booking at the preem because of 
Ellis Island difficulties over immi- 
gration, etc., which the Morris 
agency is adjusting meantime. 

The Versailles is one of the nicest 
boites in town. Abel, 


Cafe El Dorado, N. Y. 


A sort of Reunion in 56th Street 
attends this new nitery, called Cafe 
El Dorado but will probably be best 
identified to the pre-repeal night- 
hounds as the Club Richman. The 
‘reunion’ part embraces Lou, Arkie 
and Dave Schwartz (plus new back- 
ers) reassuming charge of the spot, 
once of the Broadway highlights in 
the heyday of Harry Richman’s 
nitery career, plus the N. Y. come- 
back of Helen Morgan, again work- 
ing for her old bosses, for the 
Schwartzes also sponsored her first 
at the Chateau Madrid on 54th in the 
prime of Volsteadism. Miss Morgan 
kidded it by placing the calendar 
date back as 10 years; it’s nearer 15, 
of course, 

Anyway, Helen Morgan, back on 
Broadway, is a cinch for b.o. By no 
means the chi-chi environment of 
yesteryear’s Club Richman, what the 
decor lacks is certain to be eclipsed 
by the Morgan glamor for the wist- 
ful-eyed songstress still whams ’em 
with her plaintive songs. That she’s 
harking back to the ‘Show Boat’ 
score for her surefire standbys is 
surefire boxoffice, but she also has a 
couple of pops, ‘Lull in. My Life’ and 
an excerpt from ‘Virginia.’ Neither 
is as socko, but that lapse in her 
repertoire is readily corrected in 
view of the wealth of -torchers ex- 
tant for the Morgan style of song- 
aloging, 

Helen Morgan is still a looker, on 
the cafe floor or parked on the piano, 
and her past Saturday’s debut marks 
something of a landmark in the new 
season’s nite life. 


For the rest, it’s so much hors 


d’ouvres, Cass Hagan’s orchestra is 
another comebacker, long absent 
from the N. Y. scene. The dance 


team, Franco and Francini; the m.c., 
Dave Fox; the Cordova sisters (4) 
around a piano; and the Chinese sis- 
ter act, Bovard sisters, fill in ade- 
quately if not particularly distin- 
guished. The comely Orientals with 
their seat pianologing are the nearest 
to a novelty. Only other highlight is 
Freddy Bernard, songster, with an 
energetic Richmanesque manner of 
delivery. 


No couvert but a $2.50 and $3 min- 


imum (Saturdays and _ holidays); 
first night preem, $5. Abel, 





Harlem Uproar House 


(NEW YORK) 


Jay Faggen’s subterranean spot, 
with sepia shows, on the start of 
its second season looks to duplicate 
the good going of its first. Layout 
hasn’t been done over much, but it’s 
attractive enough for the clientele 
and a good buy. The Harlem up- 
roar House, like the Cotton Club, 
et al., is Harlem brought downtown 
into Times Square. 

With no couvert and an onion- 
skin light minimum tap, spot will 
have to herd ’em in the foyer over 
week-ends. Out-of-town draw should 

(Continued on page 53) 





Lefty Discovers Where Vaude Went To: 
Legion Buyin’ Plenty of Foot-Ease 





By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


New York, Sept. 21. 
Dear Aggie: 


Arrived in New York okay and found your letter waiting for me. You 
spelt boom times B-U-M. Sorry to hear they’re still sending us bum 
product, They have just as bad pictures on Broadway but they doll ’em 
up with big electric signs and big ads and flashy lobby displays and put 
\’em over that way. It’s like a guy putting a good sauce on a hunk of 
bad meat. I found out we’re only about a year behind in our pictures 
out there. 

Well, Aggie, we got in and registered at the Legion headquarters, had 
a few drinks with the different guys that are running for National Com- 
| mander and then I took Kerwin and Mallen to meet Joe and see Broadway, 
I wish you could see it Aggie. It ain’t the Broadway we used to know, 
Broadway today reminds me of a middle-aged soubret; her cheeks are 
made up with orange juice and the dark roots are showing in her near- 
blond hair. 

But the gal is still full of life; maybe it’s because strangers are in 
town. She aint got the class she used to have, don’t wear a brassiere 
and is kinda sloppy, but still it’s Broadway and there’s more doing there 
on one block than on all the Main Stems of the country put together, 
The people here all have live faces, not like in Hollywood or in Cool- 
acres, Everybody seems to be saying ‘Ah,’ like kids at a circus, All the 
soldier boys seem to be hanging out on Times Sq. and they’re not raising 
the hell this year they used to; they’re gettin’ older and I guess the stomach 


wont stand up under heavy fire. Of course there’s the yokels that blow 
a whistle and direct traffic, then there’s the alcoholic quartet, and the 
guys in automobiles ringing big bells and shooting off small cannons. 
Gee you'd imagine these birds would hate the sound of a cannon, But 
they and their wives are having a good time—and the drug stores are 
selling Allen’s Foot Ease by the ton, 


I met a lot of the old gang that we used to play with. Saw Dave Fer- 
guson—you remember how he used to do ‘The Charge of The Light 
Brigade?’ He now is the secretary of the Jewish Theatrical Guild and 
he looks swell. Billy Dunham of Freeman and Dunham owns a saloon 
on 46th street and is doing fine. Chic York and Rose King opened at the 
Winter Garden and got swell notices. Willie and Eugene Howard are 
starred with them in the show; those two boys are about the only real 
brother act left. They sure stayed on top a long time, Met Yevette Rugel 
and her two kids—they look the image of Johnny Dooley and is she 
proud of ’em. Met Jeanette Powers—you remember Powers’ Elephants 
at the Hippodrome—well, she just got back from Europe after being 
there for over 15 years. She’s still got the elephants and doing a swell 
act. Marie Hartman looks grand and still plenty funny; some day a pic- 
ture scout will discover her. Bobby Higgins of Melville and Higgins is 
now an agent booking clubs; Eddie Carr of Conlin, Steele and Carr looks 
swell and we had plenty of laughs. Saw Johnny Stanley and we talked 
about the old Comedy Club. Met Bill Collier and Jack Norworth, Jack 
is playing the part of a priest in a legit show and doing great. Saw 
Annie Hart, she just celebrated her 79th birthday, and looks wonderful. 
They all wanna be remembered to you. They look fine, a little older, but 
not much, but still got plenty of fire and waiting for vaudeville to come 
back. 

And speaking about vaudeville, I found out where it went to. Joe took 
us to the opening night of the International Casino. It’s on the spot where 
the New York theatre used to be, and Aggie I wish you coulda seen it. 
They got a bar that starts on the street floor and winds all the way up 
to the second floor. By the time you reach the main hall you're in the 
mood to see a show or go to sleep. The room is a big one all on one 
floor and you can see and hear from any part of the house. It’s decorated 
beautiful and has no posts or balcony. They got two bands, one to play 
the show and one for dancing. The people dance on the stage after the 
show is over and before it starts. The show is swell; it’s vaudeville, 
Aggie, but no talking acts—just sight acts, and the girls are beautiful, and 
the scenery and the lights are the last word, And it’s all reasonable 
too, with food, and stands you less than seeing a show in a theatre. It’s 
sort of a two-to-one chance—if you don’t like the show you may like 
the food and vice versa. In a theatre you only got one chance. 


These cabarets, Aggie, are sure funny places. Everybody looks bored 
to death; the dames look around at the guys that other dames are with 
and the men flirt with the dames the other guys are with. Nobody seems 
to be satisfied with their own party. I gotta get ready for the big parade. 
The boys want to stay in town an extra week, but I told ’em I would 
have to write to you about it. Hope this finds you well and happy. I 
miss you a lot Aggie and maybe if we get the right breaks I will take 
you for a trip here and we'll have another honeymoon, You got these 
dames here beat a mile. Love and kisses from your 

Lefty. 

P.S. Paul Gerard Smith sez, ‘Many a man wishing you good luck is 

simply tired of your I.0.U.’s.’ 
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EVENING STANDARD 
Tuesday, June | 1937 
London After Dark 
A COMEDIAN AMONG THE WAITERS 


There is a new head waiter at the Cafe 
de Paris. As you come down the stairs he 
gets in your way, then slows you to the 
wrong table. Having seated you he offers 


you the menu upside-down, leaning casually 
against the next-door table the while. 

His name is Frank Libuse, and you may 
have seen him at the Palladium, where he 
did a sort of Al Trahan act. His waiter 
ides, which he practices continuously from 
early in the evening until the cabaret be- 
gins, is a heaven-sent inspiration, and beau- 
tifully executed, 





DUBLIN 
Theatre Royal 
A Real “Funny Man” 
Good clowning is a rare and joyous thing: 
its appeal to the eye is, naturally, greater 


than to the ear, but discords can be amusing 
—and how amusing when created by Frank 
Libuse, who appears at the Theatre loyal, 


Dublin, this week! Libuse is an American 
“importation,’”” and his name is virtually un- 
known to Dublin audiences; but he is one of 
the few really ‘funny men’’ on the modern 
vaudeville stage. He has the assistance of 
Margo Vrander, whose singing is lost in the 
remarkable diseords Libuse and the orchestra 
create. His ‘“‘business’’ is new to Dublin. 
and for that reason well deserves the laughter 
and applause it received last night. 





FRANK 


— WOW S 


CASINO DE PARIS 
LONDON 
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THE EVENING NEWS 


Waiter at Large Among the Tables! 
Frank Libuse is the life and soul of the 
new show at the Cafe de Paris. He puts on 
a “diumb’’ waiter act which is one of the 
funniest things in all London's supper-time 
entertainment. June 1, 1937 





Page 14—The People—Sunday, June 13, 1937 
By HANNEN SWAFFER 
The Waiter Who Spills Things 

When I was out dining, the other night, 
T noticed how, one after the other, the guests 
began to wonder why a waiter was taking 
away their hors d'oeuvres before they had 
finished, spilling wine, 
mixing up the spoons. 

A puzzled air gradually became open bhe- 
Wilderment. Soon the diners thought the 
waiter must be drunk. 

Then, as someone lInughed and gave it 
away, the chairman announced that it was 
really Frank Libuse, who, apart from bis 
Stage act, is often engaged, in cabaret, as a 
comic waiter, 

He goes round 


dusting their sleeves, 


all the tables. messing 
things un generally. Now and then some- 
one wants to fight him The end of his act 
is the dropping of a pile of plates. 

we innocent air he puts on is the secret 
of it, 











THE STAR 
Tuesday, March 30, 1937 
Foolery New to British Audiences 
Never, for innumerable productions, have I 
laughed so much as at the antics of Frank 
Liluse and his partner Mago Brander 
They fooled deliciously in a way new to 


British audiences, 





THE DAILY MIRROR 


Wednesday, June 2, 1937 
EROS CALLING 
Fashionable London diners were furious last 


night. A waiter at the (Cafe de Paris de- 
liberately did everything in his power to up- 
set them. 

One well-known society couple were on the 
point of sending for Proprietor Poulsen when 
it dawned on them . . 


. The fellow was the | waiters try te 
evening's star entertainer. run a crazy Séa- NEW YORK CITY 
Frank Libuse, nicknamed Frank Abuse, built | son, 
up his brand of humor In Chicago. 
As he made his way between the tables, ; ea 
snatching menus from women’s hands, cigars 
out of men’s mouths, pouring milk into wine FOSTERS AGENCY 
glasses, a siden roar of laughter swept 


through the place. 


Soon Frank was heing tipped off by diners 
to annoy friends just coming in 
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Sixth Week 


MOGADOR THEATRE 


The Laugh Sensation of Paris—50 Mil- 
lion Frenchmen Can’t Be Wrong 





What More Can | Say! 


AL GROSSMAN 


160 West 46th Street 


Frank Libuse 
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STANLEY, PITT. 
RUNNING OUT 
OF BO. ACTS 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 21. 
Cancellation of Vincent Lopez for 
week of Oct. 1 in favor of a hotel 
spot leaves Stanley, WB deluxer, 
without a show to follow Horace 
Heidt opening Friday (24). Like- 


wise marks the windup, at least tem- 
porarily, of spot’s unbroken string of 
name band engagements. 

Stanley has had no_ booking 
troubles for last couple of months, 
but with resumption of dance spots 
in big hotels and radio shows, at- 
tractions available for town’s only 
flesh site are getting scarce again 
and house may have to go in for 
flock of repeats. Ted Lewis and Shep 
Fields are two practically set for 
next month, and each has been here 
within last four months. 

Harry Kalmine, WB zone man- 
ager, heads for New York this 
morning in an effort to pick up a 
few weeks. Plenty of units avail- 
able for Stanley, but they’ve been 
consistently poison here, nothing but 
mame bands having clicked at this 
site for more than a year now. 


DETROIT CLAMPING 
GAMBLING LID AGAIN 


Detroit, Sept. 21. 

Gambling lid being clamped on 
again here, with likelihood several 
police and public officials will be in- 
dicted by special legislative commit- 
tee probing widespread gambling in 
state. 

Committee, whose warning to De- 
troit police so far has resulted, in 
shutting of practically all local hand- 
books and other clip joints, will hold 
a secret hearing Wednesday (22) at 
Detroit Leland hotel. Over 159 sub- 
poenas have been issued for hearing, 
but no names divulged. 

Committee, which has been hold- 
ing inquiries in various gambling- 
ridden counties, was informed last 
week that several joints, including 
swank Blossom Heath, in Macomb 
County outside Detroit, had re- 
opened again coupla days after com- 
mittee had warned Macomb officials. 


Jap Fair OK 


Seattle, Sept. 21. 

The Japan Winter Fair, planned 
to open about Jan. 1, will proceed 
without interruption, advices re- 
ceived from Tokyo by Edward J. 
Fisher, local booker, state. 

A number of American acts will 
be used. 




















Harvest Moon Champs 
Booked for Frolics, N. Y. 


Walter Cosden and Agnes Melcoll, 
winning couple in the Harvest Moon 
ballroom dancing contest conducted 
last month by the N. Y. Daily News, 
have been signed by Curtis & Allen 
agency. 

Team, which had a whiff of show 
biz via fortnight at vaudfilm State, 
N. Y., along with other Harvest 
Moon prize-bagging couples, has 
been booked into the Frolics Cafe, 
N. Y., opening Thursday (23), 





Russe Room Goes Polish 


Maisonette Russe in the St. Regis 
hotel, N. Y., when it reopens for the 
fall goes ‘Nights in Poland.’ Cor- 
nelius Codolban’s gypsy orchestra 
will be back and a Russian quartet, 
Tasha Nazarenko and Polish national 
dancers of the 18th century will 
round out the show. 

The Maisonette, emulating its 
Parisian counterpart, switched from 

usse to Hungarian to Italian, and 
now to Polish motifs, and will so 


continue as part of the scheme of 
things, 





8 HOUR VAUDE SHOW 

Entertainment committee of the 
deerican Legion convention has un- 
ertaken to line up all stage and 
radio talent available in New York 
id the show at Madison Square 
arden tonight (Wed.). 
asrvent starts at 8 o’clock and is 
Sured to run eight hours. 


VAUDE—NITE CLUBS 


VARIETY 49 











N. O. Plunging For 
Autumn Nitery Biz 


New Orleans, Sept. 21, 

Night club business, dormant for 
sometime, came to life again with 
bang last week with return to cool 
weather. Floor shows are being em- 
bellished and new bands added since 
business took spurt. 
Tony Almerico and his band go 
into Cedar Lane club, while Bernard 
and Bernita, adagio team; Myra Gor- 
don, warbler, and Rae Hodgins, toe 
and tap dancer, added to Old Ab- 
sinthe House show. Latter place 


getting big play from tourists. Shir- 
ley Gay, acrobatic dancer at the Blue 


|Room, has been held over indefi- 


nitely. 

Phil Harris and orchestra went 
into Blue Room on Monday (20), re- 
placing Al Donohue’s band. Swank 
spot continues to get big play. 

‘Big Apple’ craze introduced in 
Blue Room by Donohue has taken 
town by storm. 


‘Bub and Bubbles,’ 
‘Gomez and Yolando’ 
Bring Legal Squawks 


First of a series of shows skedded 
by Larry Sunbrock for Municipal 
auditorium, St. Louis, opening Sun- 
day (19) starring Rubinoff, had two 
supporting acts billed as ‘Bub and 
Bubbles,’ underscored as sepia step- 
pers, and ‘Gomez and Yolando,’ ball- 
roomoligists. 


I. Robert Broder, attorney for 
Buck and Bubbles, standard sepia 
team, wired Sunbrock about simi- 
larity in names. MCA also called 
the promoter’s attention to similarity 
of ballroom team with that of Veloz 
and Yolando, topflight terpers, with 
infringement actions on account of 
nilling threatened in both cases. 


Sunbrock explained that the latter 
act had been booked through an 
agent in Akron, O., but he had can- 
celled them anyhow, although un- 
able to kill his adv. copy. Demar 
and Deandrea substituted. 


Several similar cuckooing cases 
have cropped up recently, which ex- 
plains why attorneys and represen- 
tatives for name acts are constantly 
on the qui vive to abrogate such 
fradulent methods, 











Big B. O. 

St. Louis, Sept. 21. 
With Rubinoff and Jackie Heller 
as headliners, first of series of ra- 
dio star shows in local Municipal 
Auditorium sponsored by Larry Sun- 
brock attracted 16,200 and grossed 
$11,432 Sunday (19). Two  per- 
formances were given and show 

bucked perfect autumnal weather. 


Rubinoff is making first local ap- 
pearance in 10 years. Helier did six 
numbers at each show. Tommy E. 
Birche, songster, formerly with 
KWK here, and now with Roger 
Pryor’s orch at the Edgewater 
Beach hotel, Chicago; Curley Fox, 
national hillbilly fiddler champion, 
and Texas Ruby, cowgirl yodeler, 
both from Nashville, Tenn.; Demar 
and Deandrea, local ballroom and 
Rhumba dancers, and local orch un- 
der baton of Ben Rader made up the 
balance of the two-hour shows, 


Demar ard Deandrea were sub- 
stituted for Gomez and Yolanda, an 
advertised dance team from Cleve- 
land, whe were cancelled because of 
complaint of manager of Veloz and 
Yolanda, who said similarity of 
names was interpreted as an in- 
fringement on the latter team. Sun- 
brock said no reflection was intended 
when he booked Cleveland team 
through an agent in Akron, O., but 
he cancelled when a wire reached 
him Saturday (18). However, it was 
too late to change newspaper ads. 
Sunbrock comes back Sunday (26) 
with another show headed by Fibber 
McGee and Molly, from radio. 





Robert D. Scott’s Mann 


Act Jam; Cafe Performer 
St. Louis, Sept. 20. 


Charges of violating the Mann act 
and desertion face Robert Dyer 
Scott, nitery entertainer who, with 
Ellen Stadelman, hat check girl, 
were nailed in Albuquerque, N. M., 
last week by Federal operators. 
Pinch resulted from complaint made 
by Scott's wife, Mrs. Hermine Scott, 
who charged spouse deserted her 
and two children. 

Feds traced Scott to Albuquerque 





and found him with Miss Stadelman. 





Belle Baker Weds, Off 
To Chi for Nitery Date 


Belle Baker, the comedienne, was 
married yesterday afternoon by N.Y. 
Supreme Court Justice William T. 
Collins at the Democratic Club to 
Elias E. Sugarman, editor of The 
Billboard. A cocktailery at Leon & 
Eddie’s for their show biz intimates 
followed the ceremony. The decision 
to wed was sudden, happening on 
Sunday night, when the groom in- 
sisted on the ceremony before his 
actress-bride left for Chicago, where 


she opens Friday (24) at the Chez 
Paree for a fortnight. 

Miss Baker, widow of Maurice 
Abrahams, songwriter-music pub- 
lisher, this week entered her son, 
Herbert Abrahams, 16, alumnus of 
Peddie, into Yale. Songstress is still 
active professionally, in cafes, radio, 
etc. 

Her first husband, Lew Leslie, 
is recently back from London. A 
couple of years ago when Miss Baker 
was playing in West End niteries and 
Leslie was producing his ‘Black- 
birds’ on the other side, there were 
reports of a possible reunion of the 
Leslies, but that was founded on 
only casual friendship. 


BRANDTS HAVE 
VAUDFILM 
YEN INN. Y. 


The possibility of eight theatres in 
New York, now limited to pictures, 
becoming vaudfilm, with bands and 
acts, is expressed by Harry and 
William Brandt, independent exhib- 
itors. They plan the new policy in 
the Windsor, Bronx, the Audubon, 
N. Y., and the Halsey and Flatbush, 
Brooklyn. Brandts have four other 
theatres which would be similarly 
used if the vaudfilm policy suc- 
ceeds. 

Vaudfilm setup calls for five or 
six acts, according to the number of 
specialists in the bands. Lawrence 
Golde of the William Morris agency 
will book the acts and Milton Roe- 
mer will spot the bands. Admission 
scale will not be materially upped. 


State’s Anni Gifts 


Loew’s State, N. Y., celebrating 
its 17th anniversary Sept. 23, has 
effected 5,000 gift certificates which 
manager, Al Rosen, states is a great 
surprise to him on the manner in 
which the downtown merchants co- 
operated with him. ae oN emt 

It’s all cuffo, the gifts ranging from 
a few cents up to $30 and $50 items 
from Russeks, Dobbs, etc. 




















New Combo Takes Over 
St. Charles, N.O., for Vaud 


New Orleans, Sept. 21. 

The St. Charles theatre, long a 
thorn in the side of the bigger pix 
houses because of its dual-bill policy, 
will become a vaudeville house on 
October 1. Loew’s Mort Singer and 
the Saenger organization have 
formed the La Charles corporation 
and leased the house from the Provi- 
dent Investment Company Saturday 
(18) for five years. 

Saenger’s will operate the pro- 
grams with other interested parties 
sharing in the profits. 

Return of the St. Charles to vaude 
policy will give city its first flesh 
entertainment in sometime. 





Nitery Placements 





The Four Aces, to Ormond’s, Okla- 
dancer, 


homa City. 

Paul Draper, Eddy 
Duchin’s orc, Hotel Plaza, N. Y. 

Dwight Fiske, Savoy-Plaza, N. Y., 
Oct. 1. 

Ann White, Renee Villon, Lilyan 
oe Cascade Billy, Bertolotti’s, 
N y 


Rosita Ortega, George Negrette, 
Diosa Costello, Manchito, Club 
Yumuri, N. Y. 

Joan Hill, Club Normandie, N. Y. 

Anne Bryant, Village Brewery, 


N. Y. 

Nicholas Bros., Tip Tap and Toe, 
Avis Andrews, Tramp Band, Vo- 
dery’s Jubileers, The Chocolateers, 
Teddy Haile, Tondeleyo, Dynamite 
Hooker, Cotton Club, N. Y. 











Kansas City’s 1506 


Jubilesta 


Draws 73,000 First Week-end 





PHILLY AGTS. RENEGING 
ON $100 LICENSE TAP 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 
Majority of agents here are mak- 
ing no move to get $100 licenses de- 
manded by new State law which 
went into effect Sept. 1. Ernest | 
Kelly, director of the division of em- 


ployment compensation, Department 
of Labor and Industry, who will be 
in charge of enforcement, has taken 
matter up with attorney general’s 
office and action to bring the 10 
percenters into the fold or force 
them out of biz may be expcted 
shortly. 


It was indicated enforcement offi- 
cers will go to work on tiny bookers 
who have offices ‘in their hats’ be- 
fore tackling majors, like MCA and 
CRA, which haven’t yet obtained 
registration papers. 


Wini Shaw, Chick Webb 
Set for RKO Vauders 


Wini Shaw plays the week of Oct. 
21 at the RKO Keith, Boston. Singer 
has set back her dates at Albany, 
Troy and Schenectady, N. Y., until 
the weeks of Nov. 12 and 19. 


Rio Brothers are set for the week 
of Sept. 24 at the RKO Palace, 
Cleveland. Johnny Burke and the 
Condos Brothers play the same 
house the following week. 


Chick Webb plays RKO houses for 
three weeks beginning Oct. 28 at the 
Keith, Boston. Palace, Cleveland, 
follows, then the Palace, Chicago. 
All were set by Sammy Weisbord, 
of the William Morris Agency. 














Fields’ 6 Weeks at Chez, 
Chi, Sets Back Dates 


Benny Fields has arranged a set- 
back of his Loew vaude dates in or- 
der to cinch a six weeks’ booking at 
the Chez Paree, Chicago, where he 





opens Oct, 8. 


Prior to the Chi assignment Fields 
will play RKO Keith’s, Boston, open- 
ing Sept. 30, then jumping direct to 
Chi. Upon conclusion of his nitery 
stunt he will play the Palace, Chi- 
cago, and then return to New York 
to take up his deferred Loew assign- 
ments. 


Looking for Acts 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 

Town over-run with theatre men 
looking for acts and attractions last 
week. 

Among ’em was Col. Arthur 
Fruedenfeld, Cincinnati; Charlie Ol- 
son, Lyric, Indianapolis; J. Miles, 
Winnipeg; Jack Henley, Salt Lake; 
and James Arley, Nashville, 


Newark’s Vaudfilm 


Newark, Sept. 21. 

Branford (WB) returns to stage 
presentations this Friday (24) with 
continuation of policy resting on b.o, 
Will Osborne orchestra and Mitzi 
Mayfair open, 

With exception of Ted Lewis for 
one week, flesh entertainment has 
not been here for nearly five years. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








——_—— 














Coming and going: Jimmy High- 
land to New York ... Gustav Lussi, 
from Lake Placid to Tulsa, Okla., to 
direct ‘Ice Carnival of 1938’... 
Marie Southard back from N. Y. C. 
vacash , . . Manny Lowy and Ben 
Schaffer downtown for holiday ser- 
vices ...R. A. (N. Y. Times) For- 
nier to Lake Placid ... Joe Tio, en- 
tertaining a gang of local medico’s 
before leaving for New York. 

Bill Robertson now New Yorking 
for a final look-see atthe French 
hospital after getting par-excel okay 
from the ‘Will Rogers here. 

Write to those whom you know 


in Saranac and elsewhere that are 
sick. 








Kansas City, Sept. 21. 
KC’s big week in show biz, the 
second annual Jubilesta with its 
$150,000 talent outlay, opened Fri- 
day (17) in the Muny aud for a nine 


day stay and to Sunday (19) had 
played to 75,000 people. Infantile 
paralysis scare, which for a time 
had Jubilesta management plenty 
worried and which has accounted 
for two week postponement, has 
had little or no effect on wicket 
smashing at the Jube. 

Out of town influx has 
great. Hotels are packed, restau- 
rants are jammed and bars are for 
the most part packed three deep. 

Advance sale of bargain tickets 
sold at $1 and $1.50 good for three 
performances in arena, the Ice Fol- 
lies and Holy Land exhibit are 
probably responsible for big early- 
week crowds. Aud officials have no 
complete check on amount of bar- 
gain tickets sold, consequently it is 
impossible to estimate the gross to 
date. However, it’s a break-even 
finish that'll satisfy "em and the 
$150,000 nut will not be hard to 
reach. However, there’s a $35,000 
subscription fund raised among busi- 
ness men. Most of boxes have been 
sold at $120 for nine days. 

Shows are running simultaneously 
in four spots; the 13,000 seat arena, 
name bands and vaude acts; 2,600- 
seat Music Hall, ‘Desert Song’; 2,000- 
seat section of Exhibition hall, ‘Ice 
Follies’; and the ‘Holy Land’ exhibit 
in the Little Theatre. Shows in 
arena change daily; ‘Ice Follies’ and 
‘Holy Land’ booked for duration of 
the festival and the ‘Desert Song’ to 
get seven days. 

All talent for arena shows booked 
through Music Corporation of Amer- 
ica and with W, H. Stein, MCA-v.-p., 
on the ground, 

Arena Vaude Show 

Big problem of converting the 
huge arena into a theatre was ably 
handled by George Goldman, aud 
manager, and his staff. A revolving 
platform was installed for the bands 
and about 1,000 balcony seats 
blanked out with a landscape set. 
P.a. system is excellent and so is the 
air conditioning, fortunately, as the 
audience pulls constantly at ciggies 
and stogies; probably a carry-over 
from the wrestling matches held in 
this spot. 

Arena shows were headed first two 
days by Eddy Duchin orch and Ger- 
trude Niesen. Isham Jones’ band 
playing the shows and is the only 
band set for the nine-day session. 
Duchin slayed ’em. Vaude acts 
could be more tightly knit, but pro- 
duction is vastly improved over last 
year. A line of 24 girls are used. 

Sunday crowd caught Wayne King 
band, Frances Langford, Jack Haley, 
Rufe Davis and vaude turns headed 
by Tip, Tap and Toe. Remaining on 
the Jube’s list are Rubinoff, Alec 
Templeton, Buddy Rogers orch, Edgar 
Bergen, Benny Goodman, Georges 
and Jalna, and a number of specialty 
acts. Arena tops are 50c. matinee 
and 90c. night. 

Ice Follies headed by Bess Ehre 
hardt, Roy Shipstad and including 
Nelson Sisters, Harris Legg, Eddie 
Shipstead, Oscar Johnson and Le- 
verne Busher, Mats are 25c. and 
evenings 40c. Showing four-a-day 
the Follies have so far played to 
packed houses, 

Richard Berger’s production of the 
‘Desert Song’ in the Music Hall at 
$1.65 top is pulling beyond expecta- 
tions. Near capacity biz. Two show- 
ings daily. Berger has done a sweet 
job on ‘Song.’ Cast is headed by 
Guy Robertson and Bernice Claire. 

Advance bally was extensive, 
$10,000 newspaper budget and $2,000 
allotted to radio. But radio stations 
have been aces in going overboard 
to plug the Jube and newspapers 
keeping page one cluttered with 
copy. 


RIMAC’S RHUMBA BAND 
TO BERLIN FOR MONTH 


Paris, Sept. 21. 

Ciro Rimac’s rhumba band act 
closes at the Mogador theatre here 
on Sept. 27 to open at the Scala, Ber- 
lin, Oct. 1, for one month. After that 
they return to the U. S. 

Rimac’s act is now playing with 
Mistinguette, Frank Libuse and Nore 
man Perdue, and will have played 
at the Mogador 10 weeks when con- 
cluding. 
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(From Variety and Clipper) 





Managers more at ease over the 
coal question. Theatres declared to 
be fourth in priority. The late Wil- 
liam H. Woodin was coal authority 
for N. Y. state. 





‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’ 
planned for Hollywood Bowl for 
benefit of Actors’ Fund. A $1,000,000 
cast announced. 


many stars for a good show. 


English producers were after 
Amervican pix stars. Figured it | 
would help sell, but it needed more | 


than stars. 





‘When Knighthood Was in Flower’ 
a hit and that brought other cos- 
tume plays into demand. Had been 
behind the eight ball. 





Sophie Tucker was at the 
Orpheum, Brooklyn, with two piano 
players on the stage. Also had a 
couple of new gowns and an act. 





Proved to be too} 




















BILLY ad BEVERLY 


BEMIS 


Presenting Nightly 
Their Original 


“SWING BOLERO” 





Chez Paree 
CHICAGO 


EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 





The act was the important part of 
her hit. 





Weber and Fields were heading 
one of the Shubert units, but it was 
not the old Weberfield show. 





Jack Benny was at the Majestic, 
Chi. Dropping the fiddle in favor 
of more talk, which seemed wise. 


was at the Frisco 
job. 


Rae Samuels 
|Orpheum and doing a good 
Hobart Bosworth was runner-up. 





| 


: : 
Balaban & Katz were using more | 
/ 


vaude in Chi to combat the State- 


| Lake. Could use an act three or 
| four weeks. 

| Naval recruiting officers at In- 
|dianapolis started a tempest in 


| teapot by cracking down on Fields 
| and Harrington, who had been doing 
ithe same recruiting sketch since 
1916. They claimed it would 


hamper enlistments. 





Jack Dempsey booked 20 weeks 
on the Pantages time, fight biz being 
slow. 








| Mae West quit vaude. 


|do a farce she had written with 
| Adeline Leitzbach. Didn’t turn out 
so well. 





There were 30 big time full salary 
weeks on the F-ith and Orpheum 
circuits, but too widely scattered to 
be played within a single season. 





Keith theatre in Syracuse used a 
loudspeaker to amplify its stage 
show for the man in the street. 
First time used and a paying nov- 
elty. 





Managers trying to figure whether 
it was high admissions or poor criti- 
cisms which were hurting business. 
Mostly blamed the cricks. 





$1 Top Burlesk Roadshow 





‘Back to Burlesque,’ two-hour 
| musical with cast comprising top- 
| flight burlesquers, is being organized 
| by John Grant for a tour of legit 
houses to play week stands in New 

York, Jersey and Pennsylvania ter- 
— at $1 top. 

Show will be patterned after 
| iaabeioens burley formula, but with 
jnew material and speciai musical 
score sans published pops. Show 
will comprise book opener, spaced 
| by vaude olio and followed by trav- 
esty afterpiece. 

Dorothy Maye will head cast, with 
supporters being engaged this week 
and rehearsals skedded two weeks 
hence. 
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BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


A LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ 
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Bryant 9-7800 
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GENERAL 
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Planned to 


‘To Tour Legit Theatres 


Weduiaben September 22, will 





VAUDE—BURLESQUE 





McAllister and Fields’ 
Claims Vs. B’klyn Oxford 


Sudden closing of stock burley at 
Oxford, Brooklyn, two weeks ago 
(9) has precipitated claims against 
the management by several acts con- 
tracted for the week after house 
shuttered. Among claimants are 
| Shorty McAllister and Harry 
(Stinky) Fields, who gave notice at 
the Eltinge, N. Y., into Ox- 
ford two weeks with op- 
tions, but never opened. These and 


| others have filed claims with Amer- 
= 


to go 





show for 


“an Federation of Actors on premise 
ot contract breach. 


Under terms of AFA _ contracts, 


a | cast and chorus should have been 


|given a week’s notice on proposed 
shuttering, wnich was not done 
since house folded after one week 
and performers were not apprised of 
the closing decision until after the 


payoff. 











New York, definitely 
tout as a burley stand, house retain- 
| ing grind pix policy. Deal was set 
definitely last week by I. H. Herk, 
who formerly operated as burley 
stand, with Abe Minsky going in as 
active partner of Harry Brandt, and 
also as managing director of the 
house. Minsky is reported as having 
relinquished his former interests to 
| Herk and is in both on financial and 
managerial setup of the Oriental, 
N: Y¥:, with his brothers, Herbert and 
Morton Minsky. 

Herk definitely decided to sidestep 
burley while in its present un- 
healthy condition. and will stick 
with film grind at least until if and 
when burley goes wide open again. 


Ctsiate: 
Lrali€vy, 1S 





Sid Harris with Hirst 


Sidney Harris has resigned from 
trade paper reporting to align with 
Issy Hirst’s independent burley road 
show circuit as general assistant te 
Hirst and also handle publicity and 
advertising. 

Harris had been with Billboard for 
past 12 years as editor of the vaude 
and burlesque departments. 





BARS AND STRIPES 


(PALACE, BUFFALO) 


Buffalo, Sept. 21. 

‘Bars and Stripes’ may be okay for 
the sapolioed New York burley pal- 
aces. But here the customers insist 
on comedy and lots of it. A runway 
moron dropped into the seat next to 
this correspondent while the two 
comedy leads were working and 
asked seriously, ‘What are dese? De 
amachoors?’ said a mouthful. On 
the comedy side, this show is a.w.o.l. 
That leaves only the drills, strips and 
ensembles which are just polite en- 
tertainment. But this is supposed to 
be what’s left of burlesque. 

Three strippers, including Jean 
Wade and a cute local girl, Laurel 
Lee, failed to excite more than a rip- 
ple. Charles Stewart and Herbie 
Barris do straight and eccentric. The 
audience was restless without their 
customary comedy fare and seemed 
set on getting it. The squawks were 
audible. The box office appeared to 
reflect the sentiment. The yell is 


more comedy. Izzy Hirst or 
that’s the way they want it. 
you can bet your burlesque dollar 
that’s the way they'll get it—and 
500Nn. 

The Bison burlesque fans insist on 
having their wild oats well rolled, 
and they don’t care who rolls ’em, 
so long as they’re rolled the way 
they want ’em. The guy in the audi- 
ence who yelled at the ‘Bars and 
Stripes’ supper-show 
‘Hurry up! Get funny or get hot; 
we want to go home and eat’—told 
the story of today’s road-show bur- 
lesque. Burton. 


Radio Educat. 


(Continued from page 1) 

















to the project, and newspapers are 
printing synopsis of lessons. Similar 
outline is to be followed in the per- 
manent set-up, although stations will 
not be expected to devote as much 
time as they’re doing now, according 
to Dr. H. J. Johnson, head of the 
Board, who is contacting stations. 








Returning from Europe Sept. 25th 


PETER DONALD, Jr. 


Remainder of plans include the | 
appointment of an extra man to the 
| Board of Education as radio direc- 
tor, at a salary of $5,000 a year, 
| which will be taken up by the proper | 
| authorities immediately. 

System will include periodic ex- 
aminations and other effects 














regular school. 


Montgomery Alternating 
With Gilbert at N.Y. Apollo 


Lester Montgomery went in last 
week as producer of the stock bur- 
ley shows at the Apollo, N. Y., al- 
ternating with Allen Gilbert. Gil- 
bert, who had staged Apollo shows 
exclusively, was farmed out last 
week to stage the initialer at the Ca- 
sino, Brooklyn, but returns to stage 
new show on the weekend change at 
New York house. 

With Wilner and Callahan having 
relighted their Shubert, Philly, last 
week 
rangement on the Casino, Brooklyn, 
shows, Montgomery and Gilbert will 
remain as alternate producers. 

Apollo, N. Y., gets the shows first, 


a~* 


then Brooklyn and Philly after that. 





Choristers Vamp When 
Asked to Bare Chests. 











Gaiety, N.Y., Goes 100%, Pix! 


for less girls, even less stripping, and | 
not, | 
And | 


stripper— | 


of a) 


Chorus Equity is investigating 
charges of several members against 
| Minsky’s Oriental, N. Y., for alleged 
mistreatment and violation of con- 
tract. Girls charge they were or- 
| dered to appear semi-nude and upon 
| refusal lost their jobs. 

Three girls have signed affidavits 
stating that after the second show 
on opening day (Sept. 10) they were 
told to toss brassieres and do an au- 


dience parade. They quit on the 
spot. Others followed during the 
week, 


nied that the girls were requested to 
do audience remp but admitted some 
were used in tableaux on rear of 
stage. 





Wilner-Callahan’s D. C. House 


Max Wilner and Emmett Callahan 
have taken over the Rialto, Wash- 
ington, D. C., renovating for reopen- 
ing with burley policy Oct. 11. 

Rialto will be fourth spoke in the 
W-C wheel and will get the circuit 
shows after Philly. 


Hirst Circuit 


Week of Sept. 26 
‘Meet the Girts’—Star, 
‘Scan Dolls’—Howard, 
‘Merry Medels’—Troc, 





Srooklyn. 
Boston. 
Philadelphia. 


‘Beet Trust’—Garrick, St. Louis. 
‘Say It With Girls’ —Rialto, Chica ge. 
‘Frisky Frolics’—Casino, Toronto. 
suing High’—Palace, Buffalo. 

‘Gaities of 1938'—Embassy, Rochester, 
‘Parisian Flirts’ —Empire, Newark. 
‘Pirate Belles’—Jacques, W aterbury. 
Girls From the Fellies’—Lyrie, Allen- 
town, Mon.-Tues. ; Capitol, 
Thurs.; Kari, Atlantic City, Fri.-Sat.-Sun. 


(17) and having booking ar-| 


Management of the Oriental de- | 


‘Pleasure Mad’—Hudsen, Union City 
_ ‘Pageant of Folly'—Gayety, Wash- 
ington, 

‘Babes With Charms’—Gayety, Balti- 
mere | 

‘Bozo Snyder’—Capitol, Toledo. 

‘Jolies Begere’—Rexy, Cleveland 

‘Stage Scandals’—Gayety Cincinnati | 
Foot Loose Parade’—Casino, Pitts- | 
burgh 

‘Cupid's Carnival’—National, Louisville. 


Reading, | 


RAYMONDS SHUTTER 
CENTURY, BROOKLYN 


Century, Brooklyn, folded as road- 
show burley stand last week (18) 
with house going dark but may re- 
sume later with burley stock policy, 
Fold came after two weeks’ try and 


reported loss of $2,500. 

Century is operated by Sam and 
Harold Raymond, who also have the 
Star, Brooklyn. Both houses had 
been playing the Issy Hirst road 
shows. Star will continue road 
shows. 

Folding of Century, spotted 
Williamsburg section. of Brooklyn. 
should divert any burley biz that’s 
around to the Casino, nearby and 
operating with burley stock policy. 








in 





‘Scenery Missing for One 
Show at Apollo, N. Y. 


Scenery delay nearly caused can- 
cellation of the opening of ‘Star 
Spangled Babes’ at the Apollo, N.Y., 
Friday afternoon (17), 

Truck which had been transfer- 
ring scenery from Shubert, Philly, 
to New York, broke down and scen- 
ery didn’t get in until evening. 
Apollo had goed matinee audience 
in, and rather than refund gave the 
show with stock stuff on hand re- 
Pa | when new scenery arrived. 


| 











ALWAYS WORKING 


ames ROBERTS 


NOW COLONIAL, DAYTON, O. 


| Week Sept. 25 
Playhouse, Winnipeg, Can. 











BILLY DeWOLFE 
(DeWelfe, Metcalf and Ford) 
Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 

















| RUTH CRAVEN 


NOW PLAYING 
EXCLUSIVE 


WHITE MANSIONS 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 




















Large profits easily earned selling 
new 21 Folder Assortment. Sells on 
sight for $1.00 Other Holiday as- 


sortments. Write for particulars. 


| Christmas Card Agents 
| 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 West 72md St., New York, N. Y. 























“THE PRICE 


RADIO CITY 
NEW 


PAUL GORDON 


Held Over Three Weeks 


SHOW PLACE OF THE NATION 


OF WHEELS” 


MUSIC HALL 
YORK 








+ 
“VARIETY,” Sept. 8, 1937: 
| “Paul Gerdon, cycle act. Works 
| in tails, in the most approved 
| modern manner and okay all the 
way.” Kauf. 
+> = 








EDWARD RILEY, Representative 
1560 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
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NEXT WEEK (Sept. 27) 
THIS WEEK (Sept. 20) 


show, whether full or split week 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 











RKO 








ALBANY 
Grand (24) 
6 Star Follies 
(i7) 
Dick, Don & D 
Sarah Ann McCabe 
Edna Strong 
Harry Rose 
Calif Collegians 
my 
_— BOSTON 
Boston (23) 
Milton Berle 
Bert Gordon 
Tommy Mack 
Jack Guilford 
Jolly Gillette 
Diaz Don & D 
Doris Rhodes 
(16) 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 
Don Cummings 
Grace & Nikko 
Preisser Sis 





CHICAGO 
Palace (24) 
Variety Gambols 
Chuck & Chuckles 
Cappy Barra Co 
Block & Sully 
Chaney & Fox 

CLEVELAND 
Palace (24) 
Evers & Dolores 
Rio Bros 
Mary Small 
Hudson Wonders 
Vie Oliver 
Harris, Claire & S 
(17) 


Titan 3 

Allen & Kent 

Don Zelaya 

Jimmy Dorsey Orc 
SCHENECTADY 
Proctore (23-25) 
Maj Bowes Int'l Rev 








Loew 





YORK CITY 
' State (23) 
Carr Bros & B 
Bert Frohman 
Lew Parker 


E Madriguera Orc 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (24) 
Case Bros & M 


Hal Sherman 
Bob Crosby 











Dir.: 


THE 


‘You Can’t Have Everything’ 
DANCING STARS 


TIP, TAP and TOE 


PRESENT PLAYING 
COTTON CLUB, NEW YORK 


DOUBLING 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 
LEDDY & SMITH 


AT 

















Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY 

‘Paramount (22) 

Hudson-De L Ore 

Yacht Club Boys 

Tip, Top & Toe 
BOS 


TON 
Metropolitan (24) 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Nichols & Roberts 
4 Kraddocks 
qohany Woods 
ALLAS 

Casino (24) 
Anson Weeks Ore 
Mells, Kirk & H 








Art Jarrett 

Lou Holtz 

Buster Shaver 

Cotton Bowl (24-25) 

Bob Burns 

DETROIT 

Michigan (24) 

Lai Founs 

Don & Shirley 

Eddie White 

Allen & Kent 

Tommy Farr 

SPRINGF,LD, Mass. 
Paramount (24) 

H’ wood Bandwagon 








Warner 








NEWARK 
Branford (24) 

Will Osborne Ore 
Mitzi Mayfair 
PHILADELPHIA 

Earle (24) 
Mal Hallett Ore 
haw & Lee 
Gloria Gilbert 

(17) 

Henny Youngman 
Mitzi Mayfair 
Ethel Shutta 
Whitey & Ford 
Stan Kavanagh 
Mann, Dupree & L 





PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (24) 
Horace Heidt Ore 
q17) 


Dick Stabile Ore 
Gracie Barrie 
Shaw & Lee 
Nole & Nolan 
READING 
Astor (24-25) 
Rita Rio Ore 
(17-18) 
Hudson-De L 


Ina Ray Hutton Ore 
(17) 
Horace Heidt Ore 





Independent 


OS 





CHICAGO 
Chicago (17) 
Gus Van 


Giantz & Bellak 
Briants . 


Oriental (17) 
Vie Hyde 
Ross & Bennett 
arvin Lawler 
Nice, Florio & L 
Wilfred Ingleman 


State Lake (24) 
Dick & D Remy 
Barr & Estes 
King & Roberta 
Steve Evans 
Earl LaVere Co 








INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (24) 
Maj Bowes Rev 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 
Tower (24) 
Robbins 
Spiller’s Seals 
Berkes & Dwan 
MEMPHIS 
Orpheum (24) 
Betty Burgess 
Sonny LaMont 
Britt Wood 
Karyl Norman 
(One to fill) 
ST. JOE, MO. 
Electric (24) 
Muriel Page 
Radio Ramblers 
Tommy Trent 





London 





Week of Sept. 20 


Canterbury M. H. 
Ist half (209-29 

Michel & Pati inny 
ibyl Stanford & Gls 
24 halt (23-25) 

Rapid 4 

B Whittaker & Pinr 

5 Dominio 

Billy Cotton ra 
CAMDEN TOWN 

Grip ees 


Vine, Moore a N 


| 








CLAPTON 
Rink 
Apache Bd 
EAST HAM 
Granada 
Rico Ore 
EDMONTON 
Empire 
Equillo Bros 
P & M Honri 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Ist half (20-22) 
Rapid 4 


Don 


B Whittaker & Ptnr 
2d half (23-25) 
Michel & Arnova 
S Stanford & Gls 
LEWISHAM 
Palace 
3 Piochi Sis 
Jones & Thomas 
STREATHAM 
Paiace 
3 Piochi Sis 
Jones & Thomas 


TOOTING 
Granada 
4 Symmecks 
B Rolls & Dorothy 
Co as booked 
TOTTENHAM 
Palace 
Apache Bd 
WOOLWICH 
Granada 
Bobby Howell Bd 





Drury & Ramond 
Murray Stewart 





Provincial 





ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 
Wynn & Zella Co 
Bertha Wilmott 
George Heriot 
Radcliffe & Rodgers 
Ackerman & Wynne 
May, Jack & Buddy 
Sylvia Rooklyn 
ALERSHOT 
Ritz 
Archie Bd 
Raymond Bennett 
3 Ansons 
BARNSLEY 
Ritz 
El Roma Troub'd’rs 
Norman Evans 
Hintoni Bros 
BELFAST 
Ritz 
‘Ritz Revels’ 
Jimmy O’Dee 
3 Storrs : 
Harry O'Donovan 
Selma 4 
Noel Purcell 
Ritz Gis 
EDINBURGH 
Royal 
Armour Boys 
Kuda Bux 
Edison & Louise 


Lewis Rolling Stones 

Jimmy James 

Don Galvan 

The Manitos 

3 Canadians 

4 Rios 

R Lehr & Willie 

Billy _O’Connor 
HASTINGS 


Regal 
Levis Discoveries 
GSTO> 
Empire 
Western Bros 
Chilton & Thomas 


Week of Sept. 20 


N Arnaut & Bros 
Robb Wilton 
Felovis 
Chevalier Bros 
Olsen's Sea Lions 
4 Ascots 
Lloyd & Betty 
LIVERPOOL 
Shakespeare 
Joe Daniels Bd 
Imito 
Philco 4 
De Haven & Page 
Beresford & Hinton 
Renara 
Sado-Cairo 3 
Anna & Pals 
Jack Stocks 
LUTON 
Alma 
Lucan & &McShane 
New Yorkers 
Robt Algar 
Desmonde & Ray 
NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 
Rawicz & Landauer 
PLYMOUTH 
Palace 
Houston & Stewart 
Leslie Strange 
Ted Ray 
Taps & Tempo 
Van Ryder 3 
Hengler Bros 
Andy & Irving 
Stella & Ptnr 
SUTTON 
Plaza 
Neuman, W & Y 
Johnny Nit 
Jackson & Lytton 
Harry Fryer Bd 
WARRINGTON 
Ritz 
Terry’s Juves 
Peter Fannan 
Harry Moore 
WILLESDEN 





Empire 
Savoy Jr Bd 





Cabaret Bills 





Barney Gallant’s 


Betty Bowker 
3 Musical Rogues 


Bertolotti’s 


Joe Hembree’s Orc 
Angel's Rhumba Bd 
Cascade Billy 
Anne White 
Lillian Loraine 
Renee Villon 
Bill’s Gay 80's 
Ethel Gilbert 
Ann Courtney 
Spike Harrison 
Emmett Casey 
Jerry White 
Henry LaMarr 
Jack Arnold 
Sid Hawkins 
Jerry Ryan 
Caliente 
Beth Raborn 
Helen Shaw 
Ruth Wayne 
Carol Sis 
3 Rhythm Boys 
Caliente Cabelleros 
Chateau Moderne 
Jack Monte Orc 
Maryon Dale 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Trini Plaza 
Claremont Ina 
Carl Harte Orc 
Clab Cavalier 
Mark Sable Ore 
Henry Berman 
Jackie Gleason 
Sandra Landi 
Mildred Roselle 
Honey & J Wilson 
Club 18 
G Andrews Orc 
Jack White 
Pat Harrington 
Jerry Blanchard 
Frank Froeba 
Jerry Kruger 
Jeri Withee 
Club Eidorado 


Helen Morgan 
Dave Fox 
Bovard Sis 
Cordoba Sis 
Franco & Francini 
Freddie Bernard 
Cuban Rhumba Bd 
Club 52d St. 
Snub Mosley Orc 
Club Gaucho 


Los Gauchos Ore 
Pedro 
Dolores 
Chiquita 
Nina 
Carmen Lita 
Club Mirador 
(Roof Garden) 
Roy Sedley 
Buddy Wagner Orc 
Ruth Denning 
Club Normandie 
Buddy Wagner Ore 
Joan Hill 
Cotton Club 
Cab Calloway Orc 





Nicholas Bros 


\Tip, Tap & Toe 


Avis Andrews 





NEW YORK CITY 


Tramp Bd 
Vodery's Jubiieers 
Chocalateers 
Teddy Hale 
Tondeleyo 
Dynamite Hooker 
Club Yumuri 
Eliseo Grenet Orc 
Rosita Ortega 
George Negrete 
Diosa Costella 
Monchito 


Jack Dempsey's 


E Carpenter Ore 
Don Alberto Ore 


El Chico 


Carlos Montoya 
3 Pampero 
D’Avolos & A 
Antonita Morales 
Jose & Patricia 
Las Guarecitas 
Rolando 


El Torcador 


Don Juan Ore 
Fausto De Igado 
Teddy Rodriguez 
Cortes & Maida 
Ricardo De Caro 
Titi & Pellin 
French Casino 
(Folies Bergere 
Revue) 


Russ Morgan Ore 
Lou Breese Orc 
Les Aureite 
B.I and BI 
Lind Carenzio 
Corinne 
Dormonde Bros 
Irene Helda 
Herman Hyde Co 
Les Juvelys 
Lilyan, Dania, Malo 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Ketty Mara Co 
Les Menchiassi 
Les Robenis 
Roberton 
Germaine Roger 
Nico Roschin 
Carmen Torres 
Frolics 
Ralph Watkins Ore 
Joe Lewis 
G & R McDonald 
Terry Lawlor 
Harlem Uproar 
House 
Erskine Hawkins Or 
Bobby Evans 
Socarass 
Eddit Smith 
Lillian Fitzgerld 
Flasa Sextette 
Reo & Curley 
Spoons Brown 
Bubbles Wilson 
Yelma Middleton 
Willle Jackson 
Loucey Lane 
Hickory louse 


Joe Marsala Ore 

Rav Biondi 

2 Peppers 

Adele Girard 
Hickory Lodge 

(Larchmont, N. Y.) 


| Glen 


| 3 Rhythm 


| Don 


Bernie Cummins Or 
D'Angelo & Porter 
Walter Cummins 
Dorothy Crone 
Hotel Edison 
Billy Swanson Orc 
Hotel Essex House 
Nat Brandwynne O 
Maxine Tappin 
Dick Stone 
Johnny Blue 
Murray Carun 
R J Callman 
Hotel Gov. Clinton 
Phil D’Arey Ore 
Stuart Jules 
Kay Marshall 
Dorothy Daniels 
Hotel Half Moon 
(Brooklyn) 
Ken Casey .Ore 
Bette Carter 
Virginia Dare 
Betty Williams 
Hotel Lexington 
Andy Iona Ore 
Ray Kinney 
Meymo Holt 
Hotel McAlpin 
(Roof Garden) 
J Messner Ore 
Jeanne D’Arcy 
Gonzales & Menen 
Hote! Murray Hill 
(Fountain Room) 
Joe Cappi Orc 
Nancy Garner 


Hotel New Yorker 
(Summer Terrace) 
Benny Meroff Orc 
Florence Cast 


Jack Marshall 
Larry Powell 
Hotel Park Ceniral 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Jerry Blaine Ore 
Johnny McKeever 
Evelyn Ran 

Fred Cameron 
Phyllis Kenny 
Hotel Pennsylvania 


Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Edythe Wright 
Jack Leonard 

3 Esquires 


Hetel Piccadilly 
Jeno Bartal Ore 


Hote! Pierre 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Bote) Plaza 
(Persian Room) 
Duchin Orc 
Paul Draper 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Lukewela’s Orch 
Hotel Savo) -Plaze 
Emile Pett! Ore 
The Bachelors 
Hotel St. George 

(Brooklyn) 
Eli Dantzig Ore 


Hotel 8t. Morits 


Hal Richards Ore 
Grisha 

Carleton & Juliette 
Paul Thompson 
Ed Singer 


Hotel St. Regis 

(Viennese Roof) 
Jacques Fray Ore 
A Rasch Dancers 
Charles Walters 

Hotel Shelton 
Gene Fosdick Ore 

Hotel Taft 

Geo. Hall Ore 


.Dolly Dawn 


Motel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
Leo Reisman Bd 
Raiph Rutgers Ore 
Marissa Flores 
Raphuel 


Hotel Wellington 
Ed Mayehoff Ore 


Jimmy Kelly’s 
Allan Small Ore 
Joe Capello Ore 
Montmartre Boys 
Carter & Schaub 
Mary Lane 
3 Raymonds 
Danny Higgins 
Inga Borg 
Lee Leslie 
Gene Walters 
Gladys Faye 
Vaughn Comfort 
International Casino 
Geo Olsen Ore 
Yascha Bunchuk Or 
Basil Fomeen Orc 
Calgary Bros 
Artini 
Jeanne Devereaux 
Maurice & Crance 
Jacqueline Mignac 


Kit Kat Club 


Maurice Rocco Ore 
Dorothy Saulters 
Charioteers 
Cook & Brown 
Kretchma 
Nicholas Matthey Or 
Michel Michon 
Nadia Ludova 
Volodia Katov 
Marusia Sava 


Hilda Salazar 
Ramon Littee 
Havana 3 


Le Coq Rouge 


Horacio Zito Ore 
George Sterney 
Le Mirage 
Harry Horton Ore 
Cuquita 
Marie Almonte 
V MacNaughton 
Brown's 3 Shades 
Leon & Eiiidie’e 
(Pago-Pago Room) 
Lou Martin Ore 
Eddie Davis 
Billy Reed 
Ahi 
James Keogan 
Corlies & Palmer 
Kathleen Maye 
La Verne Tr 
Haines, Tate & S 
Tic Toc Sis 
Mori's 
Lou Ferris Ore 
The Oaks 


Al Lambs Orc 
Tommy Lyman 
Gene Archer 


Murray’s 

(Tuckahoe) 
Ray Keating Orc 
Buddy Kennedy 
Lambertons 


Onyx Club 


6 Spirits of Rhythm 
Maxine & Janice 


Paradise 


Jay Freeman Ore 
Lucille Johnson 
Ruth Daye 

Shea & Raymond 
Joan Dillon 
Johnny Russell 
Hope Chandler 


Pavillon Royal 


A Warren Orc 


Danny Beck 
Jill Dener 
Virginia Vaughn 
Cackles O'Neill 
Place Elegante 
Larry Maddi Ore 
Bill Farrell 
Helen Cagle 
Jack Rose 
Toto Canglosi 
Mario Basini 
Queen Mary 
Joe Webb Orc 
Valerie Dumont 
Bernice Horton 
Ray Jones 


Rainbow Hoom 


Dr Sydney Ross 
Helen Myers 

The Bonners 
Pauline Alpert 
Thelma Kingsbury 
Kenneth Davidson 
Stroud 

Raye & Naldi 


Riviera 


Mickey Alpert Orc 
Val Ernie Orc 
Eddie Garr 

Wini Shaw 

Ramon & Renita 
Lois Kay 

Wes Sommerfield 
Lou Valera 

Ben Yost Collegians 


Russian Bear 


Cosrya Krumin 
Karlo 

Lonya Kalbouss 
Elena Slavnaia 
Nicholai Grushko 
Julian Altman 
Ivan Korniloft 


Sands Point Club 
Paul Rebucci Ore 
Stork Club 


W Feldkamp Orc 
Gus Martel Ore 


Surfside 


(Atlantic Beach) 
Bobby Hayes Bd 
Henny Youngman 
Don Ragonese 
Patricia Gilmore 
Harry Rose 
Gypsy Lee 
Tavern On Green 
(Central Park) 
Hughie Barrett Ore 
Valhalla 
Maurice Shaw Ore 
Marita 


Lorraine Barrett 
Rond Hal 


Versnilies 


M Bergere Orc 
Joe Rodriguez Ore 
Mitzi Green 
Gali-Gali 
Voodoo 
Voodoo Dancers 
Chas Strickland 
Billy Haywood 
cliff’ Allen 
Basin St. 4 
Chanticleer 4 
Green Bros 4 
Marie Almonte 
Wivel 
Bob Asen Bd 
Ariine Whitney 
Evelyn Nesbitt 
Bob Lee 
Ginger Sutton 





LOS ANGELES 





Rall 

Bruz Fletcher 
Charies Lawrence 
Neveriy Whlishire 
Ted FioRito Ore 

Biltmere Bow!) 
Timmy Grier Ore 
Lola & Lewis 
Pope 
Jan Rubini 
3 HKiltmorettes 
Delores & Andre 
Dick Webster 
Rascale 
Cafe International 
& A LeMaire 


Mills, Kirk & H 
Jean Gary 

King Sis 

|The Theodors 


| Vinita Wade 


Paula Francois 


Zinn Arthur Ore peau . 
Elaine Howard | oe ae 

| Re 
Hiyw'd Restaaren! | yorernational Girls 


Mitchell Ayres Orc 


Frank Britton Ore 


Cafe la Mare 
Stan Clare Co 


Clover Club 
Bob Grant Ore 
Club Hawall 
Hawaiian Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 
Donald Novis Ore 
Hal Kemp 
Famous Doar 
Stuff Smith 
Cozy Coe 
Jonah Jones 
Eddie Beal 


Hawalian Paradise 





Sol Brights Orc 

Satini Tuai Loa 

Sol Hoopi Ore 

Wanda 

Diana Toy 
Little Clob 

Jane | nes 


Paul h _ndall 


Jose Escarpenter Or 


(Valley Stream L.!.) 
Della & Billy Mack 


Emery Deutsch Ore 
Eddie Lebanon Orc B. B. B. 


Dorothy Black 


3 Castles 


Paiomar 
Rossilianos 
Dick & Dot Remy 


Mildred Bailey 
Red Norva Ore 
Hudson Metzger Gls 


Paris Inn 
Pete Contrelli Ore 
Wominice Columbo 
Ken Henryson 
Dee Sis 
Winnie Mack 
Rodolfo & Alva 
Henry Monet 
Thora Maithaison 
Marguerita de! Rio 
Juan de Martinis 


Bali-Bali 
Billy White Ore 
Dancing Dietrichs 
Wardell & Dade 
Saily Joyce 

Blackhawk 


Joe Sanders 
Ronald & Roberta 
Pete the Newsboy 
June Glory 
Cher Paree 
The Reyes 
Jimmy Savo 
Barbara Parks 
Paul Gerrits 
Corinna Mura 
Bemis Kids 
Henry Busse Ore 
Club Minuet 
Deone Page 
Sally Osman 
Mickie Lucas 
Jeanette Lane 
Jerry Glidden Oro 
Colosimos 
Bob Tinsley 
Roscoe Ails 
Inga Borg 
Mile Zee Zee 
Ashley & Ware 
Gladys Crane 
Nina Rinaldo Ore 
Gay 90's 
Lew King 
‘Marne’ 
Gale Parker 
Marita Ryan 
Emmet Vance Orc 
Marry’s N. X. 
Cabaret 
Chas Engles Ore 
Jack Irving 
Yvette 
Theo Troy 
Mildred Rock 
8 Parisians 


Rider Sis 
Palmer Sis 
Dorothy Johnston 
Hi-Het 
Armida 
Willie Shore 
Cheri 
3 ‘Cc’ Notes 
Hotel Bismarck 
(Walnut Room) 


Eddie Varzos Ore 
Lucio Garcia 





Anchorage 
Mann & Strafford 
Lee Lamont 
Dorothy Bach 
Ed Silverglade 
Johnny Graff Ore 
Izzy Bellis 


Arcadia Int'l 
Milton Kellem Oreo 
Don Renaldo Ore 
Mayfair Girls (8) 
Ed Sliivergiade 
Izzy Bellis 
Music Hall Boys 
Kee 
Judge 
Eleanor Bowers 


Bellevue-Stratford 
(Planet Room) 


Meyer Davis Oro 


Bea Franklin Hotel 
(Coral Cafe) 
Moe Jaffe Oro 


Cocoanut Grove 


Leon Fields 

Cleo Valenteen 
Nolan, Darling & N 
Shandor & Margo 
Dolly Vaughn 
Freddie Lane 
Jacqueline Herman 
Lillian Bowman 

Al Mayo Ore 


Benny the Bum’s 
Deloyd McKay 
Gregory Gill 
Jeahne Lang 
Derman Bros & M 
Enters & Borgia 
Lee Lamont 


Cedarwood Inn 
(Malaga, N. J.) 
Clarence Mich Ore 
Franky Schluth 
Joe Armstrong 
Lillian Stewart 
Lillian Bowman 


Embassy Club 
Helen Benton 
Grace Manners 
Pedro Blanco Ore 
Lee Perrins 
Helen Heath 
Warwick Sis 
Dorothy Deppin 
Peggy Butier 


Evergreen Casino 





Henry May Ore 
Nadine & Gerardo 
fom Barry 

Jean Kirk 

|} Kathern Quinn 
June Coll 


1523 Leeust 
(Piccadilly Koom) 


Rubb'r Legs Willms 
| Mercie Marquez 
Ollie Potter 
| Patsy Evans 
| Tulu Maye 

| Honey Brown 
|Stella Brooks 

| Florence Harris 
Fates Smith 
|} Elizabeth Bundy 
Marie Wilson 


|} Ril Johnson 
Sam Woods Ore 


Swing Club 
Nan Blackstone 
4 Squires 
Hal Brows 
Frankie Gallagher 
Swing Club Girl Rev 
Dorothy Roberts 
Guy Rennie 
Fred Thompson Ore 
Topsy's 
Al Eldredge Ore 
Arnold Sis 
June Bruner 
Jean Rogers 
Barney Lind 
M Monachesi 
Leona Rice 
Agnes Johnson 
Trocadero 
Garwood Van Ore 





CHICAGO 


Walker 3 
The Duanos 
Dean Murphy 


Hotel Brevoort 
Jaros Sis 
Earl Smith 
Commodore Duo 
Joe Parlato 


Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Room) 
Fred Warings Orc 

Grand Terrace 
Ada Brown 
Andy Kirk Ore 
Geo D Washington 
Al & Anise 
Hotel Edgewater 
Beach 

(Board Walk) 
Roger Pryor Ore 
Enrico & Novello 
Les Triuner 
Klutings Animals 
H Smith Ballet 
Hotel Palmer House 

(Empire Koom) 
The DeMarcos 
Alexander Gray 
Gasparre's Orc 
4 Aristocrats 
Abbott Dancers 

Hotel Sherman 

(College Inn) 
Frankie Masters Or 
Jackie Heller 
Donna Dae 
Ahearn Bros 
Chas Carrier 

Hotel Stevens 
(Continental Room) 
Carlos Molina 
Jerry McGinty 
Herbert Dexter 


Irene St. Clair 
Marya & Martin 
Avis Kent 


The Rose Bowl 
Bernard & Henri 
Dixie Painter 
4 Dictators 
Carol, Jean & J 
Billy Scott Ore 

Yacht Club 
Oshins & Lessy 
Ruth Petty 
Jeanne Walker 
Belva White 
Ted Cook Ore 





PHILADELPHIA 


Hotel Adelphia Roof 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Bob Roltner 
Loyanne & Renard 
Roberts & White 
Grace Johnson 
Paul Regan 

Jordan & Grace 
Floridians Orc 
Paul Duke 

Texas Redheads 
Agnes Tolle 

Evan B Fontaine 


Lambs Tavern 
Larry Mell Ore 
Little Rathskeller 


Jack Griffin Oro 
Marty Bohn 
Nancy Lee 
Marrone & Galla 
Ruth Warren 
Betty Scott 


New Overbrook Villa 
Patsy O'Neil 

Jean Andrews 

La Vonnes 

Jimmy Parker 
Harry A Myers 
Marty Burton Ore 


Open Door Cafe 
Billie Richmond 
Gaylord & Boyd 
Amie Orga® 
Edward Sis 
Marie Holz 
Victor Hugo Ore 


Palaumbo's 
Eddie Thomas 
Miller & Millard 
Travis & Gray 
Patti Crawford 
Marionettes 
Bobby Morro Ore 

Kitz-Cariton 

(Crystal Room) 
Van Levis Orc 
31 Club 
Gene Osborne 
Al Frisco Ore 
Lindsley Sis 
Dolly Nixon 
Nicki Gallucel 
Harry Holly 
Sliver Lake Inn 

(Clementon) 
Joe Milikopf Ore 
Beth CPrallis 
Charles *% Celeste 
Patsy & Clancy 
Earno & Gordon 
20th Century Tavern 
I.ou Longo Ore 
20th Century Co (6) 
Ted Pike 
Corday Sis 
Dottie Moore 

Parrish Cafe 





Ted Linsey Ore 

| Blanche Saunders 
| Fats Primere 

| 3 Parisettes 

| Geo Craft 

| Donny Lyons 
Dutkin’s Kathakeller 
| Leslie Sis 

Helen Hart 

De Mayos (2) 

| Dotty Davis 

'V Normand 
Frank Pont 


Ore 


Irving Braslow O 


Streets of Paris 


Babieitte 
Len Parker Ore 
1214 Club 
Kathryn Case 
Allan Gale 
Vera Dunn 
Shirley Hale 
Jimmy Blake 
21 Ciub 
Tommy Monroe 
Sally La Marr 
Marion Kingston 
Nancy Barry 
Ann Rush 
Melody Blenders 
Jean Riccardi 
Viking Cafe 
Billy Callahan 
Al Shumaker 
Darlene Jones 
Jimmy Boiley 
Johnny Reilly 


(Camden) 


Ray Miller 


Blossom Heath 
Moore & Revel 
Albernice 
Geo Sterney Ore 
Brodell Sis (3) 


(Casino) 
Ron Perry Ore 
Chalet 
Hank Fomish Ore 
Commodore Club 
LeRoy & Sharpe 


Miller Sis 
Bill Snyder 


Blue Lantern 
Maude Feely 
Nat Alonzo 
Pat Burns 
Marie Paul 
Al Hanaway Ore 
Club Continental 
Chico Reyes’ Oro 
Jessie Pengra 
Continental 3 
Ruth Martin 
Corktown Tavern 
Phil Kaye 
Healy & Garnella 
Stanbeck (3) 
Millie Obenor 
Chalan & Aldythe 
Zeller & Wilburn 
Marion Melrose 
Paul Reno 
Alexander Ore 
Cozy Corner 
J Hubert 
Helen Dorsey 
May Joy 
6 Cozettes 
Claudia Weller 


Willlam Penn 
(Urban Roof) 
Orrin Tucker Ore 
Bonnie Baker 
Bailey Sis 
3 Internationals 
Nina & Rosa 
New Penn 
Rita Rio Ore 
Bill Green's 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Tommy Ryan 
Charlie Wilson 
Jimmy Brown 
3 Barons 


Harlem Casino 





Larry Steele 
George Gould 
Louise Mann 
Helen Wiles 
Sparkplug George 
3 Esquires 

8 Harlemettes 


Willows 


Elaine Grey 
Milt Clayman 


Ore 


Weber’s Hof Brau 


Louls Chalkin Ore 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 


Boris Romanoff Ore 


Jimmy Wadkins Or 


oBob Clayman Orc 


re 


Sunset Inn 
Ace Pancoast Ore 
Ann Barrett 
Greta Straub 
Chubby Reed 
Al Cornarg 
Ed Marple 
Rhythm 2 


Peacock Gardens 


Ubangi Club 
Doc Hyder Ore 
Buhrman & Scott 
Lethia Hill 
Valda Hatton 
3 Donnie Lyons 
Bernice Douglas 
Jack & Jill 
Derby Wilson 
Yacht Club 
y Hubbard 
$} Martins 
Musical Nitwits 
Ida Nash 
Bernice Foley 
Viola Kliaiss Ore 


Yorktown Tavern 
Bill Bilger Ore 


DETROIT 


Geo Williams 
Arlene Sutton 
Bill Johnson Ore 


Northwood Inn 
Dave Monahan 
Oehman 2 
Geraldine Ross 
Arlie Simmonds Ore 
Betty Harrington 
Piantation 
Earl Walton Ore 
Ted Blackman 
Lois Deppe 

4 Cats & Fiddle 
Mae Alix 

Harvey & Ethel 
Pewatan 

Val Irving 

Bill Steele 

Joe Rollo 

Lyons 2 

Will Henderson Ore 


Sakn 

G Kavanagh Ore 
Dick Gale 
Doryce & Drew 
Dorothy Blaine 

H Smith Girls 
Ten-Forty Club 
Joaquin Garay 
‘Lewis Sis 2 

Al De Lage Co 
Coyle McKay Ore 
Club Villa D 
Irving Alexander 
Chuck Stevens Ore 


Webster Hall Hotel 
(Cocktail Gril) 
Ted & Mary Taft 
Ralph Fisher 

Paul Neighbors 

Art Mooney Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Nihon Cafe 

H Middleman Ore 
Sally Hughes 

Joe Termini 3 
Dosita & Perez 

8 Hamid Girls 
Angelo di Palma 
Hotel Roosevelt 
(Cocktail Bar) 
Billy Catizone 8 
Union Grill 
Karl Mulvaney Ore 
Billie Bugbee 
Show Boat 

Al Marsico Ore 
Vito & Piri 
Mozelle 

Lily Lido 

Wayne Thomas 
Noel Sherman Girls 
Pines 

Artie Specter 3 
Italian Gardens 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Carmen 

White Mansions 
Dale Harkness Ore 
Ruth Craven 








| Showmanship 








(Continued 


the fire scene. 


ing his plea, let 
for a while. 


Broadcastin 
radio station 


Broadcastin 


at 12:30 p.m. C 


of Kansas Societ 
dren, who had 
and Dene as his 
broadcast at 2 p 

Ken Kenyon, 
Don Evans, all 


National 


In addition 


Yorker, 
Chicago. 





Broadcasting’s 
Tour department is making elabo- 
rate arrangements to welcome and 
honor its two-millionth paid guest, 
expected between Oct. 
Has already handled 2,000,000, but 
actually paid tourists will not reach 
this mark until next month. 

made an 
honor guest on a radio broadcast 
over NBC and being entertained in 
many ways, the two-millionth guest 
will get transportation via TWA. 
an out-of-towner, will be 
an airplane trip home. 
will get a round trip to 


from page 42) 





Chief succumbed to 
the lure of the mike and, after air- 


the boys describe it 


Circus Parade 


Wichita. 


from the grounds by 


NS was an unusual 


event at the Ringling shows here. , 

\ began with unload- 
ing at the railway tracks at 6 a.m. 
Later in the morning attendants and 
keepers were interviewed over the 
mike on the circus 
‘Seeing the Animals’ was broadcast 
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ROXY, N. Y. 


Stage show doesn’t require much 
hypo this week when twinned with 
such a sock screen feature as ‘100 
Men and a Girl’ (U), with Deanna 
Durbin, Leopold Stokowski et al. 


Stage fare is three acts dovetailed 
into the Roxy formula and dished up 
in semblance of a unit. Combo jells 
for a fast, colorful dancing show 
which, though unlabelled, could be 
tagged ‘Rhythm,’ for that’s the motif 
throughout. 


Nick Long, Jr., gets and earns top 
billing with some classy hoofology 
that packs everything in a dancing 
way. Personable chap weaves in and 
out of a couple of numbers with the 
Gae Foster ensemble and also socks 
in a dance spesh on his own. Nadine 
Gae also contributes neatly to the 
dance division with acro solo and 
later in a double with Long. Both 
elicit good returns. 

Al Bernie, youthful mimic, also 
had the outfronters under control 
with his batch of impreshes of ether 
and Hollywood faves. His standouts 
are Laughton and Edward G. Robin- 
son. Some of the others more of 
caricature variety, but well done. 

Bob Ripa contributes his usual 
lively session of ball juggling and 
stick manip, which also over well. 

Gae Foster girls have their best 
innings in the rhythmic opener. and 
tom-tom finale. Precision stuff is 
nicely handled in both. Don Gordoni, 
baritone, and Marjorie Knapp, alter- 
nate and duet in the vocal build- 
. 2s for the ensemble numbers, 


FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, Sept. 20. 


It’s strictly Veloz and Yolanda on 
current show, but dance duo gets 
plenty of help from most of the 
other acts. Coupled with ‘Wife, 
Doctor and Nurse’ (20th), lineup 
looks good for a hot session at the 
b.o., as V.&Y. have done previously 
here. 

Dance duo, spotted in final cog, 
offer their usual smooth round of 
hoofing, a waltz, tango and jazzy 
number. A cinch for gobs of ap- 
plause, but their encore of ‘Merry- 
Go-Round’ from ‘Champagne Waltz’ 
fiicker just about knocks the audi- 
ence’s ears off. While duo’s slow- 
paced waltz numbers are okay in 
smoothness, it was their swifter 
numbers which caught payees’ fancy 
on late show caught Friday eve- 
ning (17). 

Serving to intro Veloz and Yo- 
landa, Gae Foster line presents a 
series of short takeoffs on famous 
waltzes of past. Neatly done, as are 
two other routines by house line. 
Opener is a _ rope-skipping flash, 
which, while costuming doesn’t 
flatter gals, provides another chance 
for line to display their versatility 
nicely. Third routine is a_ spiffy 
silhouette affair, done before a 
smooth ocean effect to strains of 
“Red Sails in the Sunset’ warbled by 
Frankie Connor, pit tenor. 

O’Connor Family, consisting of 
two males, young Don O’Connor and 
sister Patsy, socked as usual. As on 
previous occasions here, little blond 
Patsy is outstanding. She’s a cinch 
with women payees, and for anyone 
else for that matter, with her cute 
warbling and tapping. Kid’s pipes 
are plenty strong and clear, while 
hoofing is a close second. Rest of 
act do nicely on patter, knockabout 
and hoofing, but Patsy, who’s done 
some pic work, is the _ people’s 
cherce. 

Vox and Walters have altered 
their act since last appearance here, 
and result is a smooth-running, 
meritorious ventriloquist act. ‘But- 
tons,’ the male dummy, turns in a 
nifty job for his master, Valentine 
Vox, and could have scored more 
solidly if either his white bellhop 
suit or Vox’s white coat were 
changed to some other color, so 
dummy would be more discernible. 
Miss Walters turns in a nice job 
with her girl dummy, especially on 
the baby-bawling stuff. 

Deuced is the Three Heat Waves, 
male warbling-hoofing act from 
ozone. Appearance is praiseworthy, 
and ditto warbling and hoofing, but 
comedy lacks sufficient polish. Didn’t 
get over at show caught. Re- 
mainder, however, was okay. 

Overture, under Sam Jack Kauf- 
man’s stick, comprises interpreta- 
tions of music from next week’s 
film, ‘One Hundred Men and a Girl’ 
(U), including ‘Second Hungarian 
Rhapsody.” Neat. Pete. 


KEITH’S, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 20. 

Three acts and coupla specialties 
Sans line girls or production buildup 
comprise the stage bill for second 
week under new vaudfilm policy. 
Budget has been slashed consider- 
ably this week since it was found 
that last week’s show was too 
expensive for the house’s small seat- 
ing capacity and 25¢c top admish 
scale. 

Estelle Taylor, headliner, worked 
in closing spot trying to do 12 
minutes of popular songs. Her voice 
was shrill, too high to carry well 
over p. a. system, and not strong 
enough without the mike. Audience 
received her with polite applause 
only. Man accompanied on piano 
with particularly good special ar- 
ranvement of tunes. 

Dushane Sisters opened with a 
meaningless acrobatic control spe- 
ciaity done in unison, and were fol- 





lowed by Buddy Lake and his com- 
edy chatter. Lake, aided by a femme 
on stage and by a male stooge in 
box, did several blue gags and much 
‘borrowed’ material. At that, he de- 
served a better spot on the bill. He 
was followed by Sybil Roth doing 
her back bends atop a piano while 
playing and singing. Bernie Dunn, 
in his second week as house m.c., 
then contributed four minutes of 
comedy talk that fell on arid soil. 
He gave up quickly and brought on 
in the next-to-closing spot the Par- 
ker Brothers, two men who did 
hand-to-hand acrobatics in a comedy 
vein. Worked in rustic attire and 





garnered some laughs and a nice 
hand with their serio-comic muscle 
feats. 

House band on stage throughout. | 
Main floor two-thirds full at fourth 
show Friday (17). Picture is ‘Legion 


of Missing Men’ (Mono). Used 
‘Street Scene’ (UA) first two shows 
and yanked it. Kiley. 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, Sept. 19. 


Headed by Ozzie Nelson and Har- 
riet Hilliard this week’s bill is sat- 
isfactory, if not sensational. The 
Nelson band can swing it, and offer 
a good assortment of arrangements 
of pops, most of them with surprise 
twists at the finish. Best tune turn- 
out by the orch was ‘Reefer Man.’ 

Miss Hilliard charms with ‘Pent- 
house on Third Avenue,’ ‘Love Bug,’ 
‘Kid in Three-Cornered Pants’ and 
‘Where Are You?’ 


This outfit may not have startling 
ideas in stage presentation, but it 
has one of the sweetest brass sec- 
tions anywhere. 


Cherry and June Preisser tap out 
several sustaining routines and win 
appreciative plaudits. Grace and 
Nikko, comedy ballroom team, 
pleased the morning mob even more, 
and by the time Don Cummings 
appeared in the next-to-shut they 
were starved for his rich dish of 
hokum. This full-dress rope twirl- 
er and swift gagger won over his 
customers immediately and from 
then on he had everything his own 
way. Cummings’ tomfoolery was 
sorely needed in this lineup. 

‘Forty Naughty Girls’. (RKO) on 
the screen. Fox. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Sept. 20. 


House goes overboard twice yearly 
on all-local revue and anniversary 
show and this week it’s the latter. 
With smash overture, an m.c. and 
five acts there are enough people in 
the pit and on the stage to stock 
three vaude bills. 


In buying quantity it was neces- 
sary to sacrifice marquee draw, but 
the performers are working in holi- 
day mood and it gets across to audi- 
ence nicely. Biggest gamble house 
took was booking Sammy Walsh, 


| goes 





who finished sock season at Chamber- 
lain Hotel, to m.c. the works. Being 
kid’s first crack at 3,000-seat house 
in months, he took a couple of days 
to get going, tending to waste time 
a la cafe technique, but at later 
show caught he was shaping up 
nicely. Specialties, including panto- 
mime of lady getting ready for bath, 
tap dance on waiter’s tray and 
demonstration of Big Apple, still 
lack the concentration and polish 
that only big-house experience will 
give, but they are steps in right 
direction. 

Overture, which gets Pit Maestro 
Phil Lampkin four legitimate bows, 
is conglomeration of. everything 
from pop to opera, using Marie 
McQuarrie Harp Quintet, Soprano 
Diane Christenberry and ladies of 
the ensemble banging anvils on the 
stage during ‘Anvil Chorus’ on.stage 
for finale. 


Sixteen girls, brought in by Harry 
Crosley who clicked directing hoof- 
ing in all-local show, have three 
routines, all standard and satisfactory 
interludes but no more. First en- 
semble number serves as backgroyind 
for Prichard and Lord, acrobatic 
ballroom team relying on novelty of 
the gent tapping while the lady does 
a bit of ballet to get very mild hand. 

Larry Collins on next with his 
‘stripping the trombone’ stunt, which 
makes nice finish to straight trom- 
boning and trick of tooting a tune 
with instrument balanced on lips 
with no hands. Next act is teaming 
of Pianist Evelyn Tyner and Baritone 
Talbot Haslett, both of whom 
crashed vaude in local revues. Tyner 
makes ’em tingle with her sym- 
phonic-swinging of ‘When Day Is 
Done’ and Haslett, who has learned 
to handle pop stuff with deftness for 
what is essentially an operetta bari- 


tone, gets nice reception § with 
‘Musketeers,’ ‘Thine Alone’ and 
rhythm medley. 

Johnny Burke follows with his 
doughboy monologue which was 


slow to click, but the chestnuts be- 
gan to hit home midway and at 
finish they loved him. Judy Starr 
out on ramp in front of pit next to 
give ’em ‘Shake Your Feet,” ‘Christo- 
pher Columbus’ and ‘Love Bug’ and 
_— off with top applause of entire 

ill. 

Everybody does walk-on at finish, 
giving audience chance to confirm 
Starr and Burke as tops, and Walsh 
makes nice thank-you speech. 

Pic is ‘My Dear Miss Aldrich’ 
(MG) and biz fair. Craig. 











STATE, N. Y. 


Chick Webb’s orchestra is back 
within a month, but they piled into 
this downtown second run combina- 
tion Thursday evening (16) as if he 
were brand new. It’s one of the 
quickest repeats for this Harlem 
combo. 


Webb was here the week of Aug. 
19. His 14-piece outfit is from the 
Savoy Ballroom up in Harlem. The 
orchestra did 30 minutes when 
caught, highlighted by Ella Fitz- 
gerald’s singing; Charles Linton’s 
pop (too long); Smiles and Smiles, 
carioca team, click decisively in a 
fast routine, and the work of a 
quintet. Latter with its _ soft, 
melodie swing contrasts sharply with 
the brassier numbers in which the 
orchestra generally specializes. Not 
too loud to crack the walls, however. 
Webb remains behind the drums, 
his conductor in tails, Bardou Ali, 
continuing out in front of the organ- 
ization. 

Three acts were booked in with 
Webb on his quick repeat, Sid 
Marion and Co., Mark Plant (New 
Acts) and Bert Nagle and Girls, 
latter opening the show. Novelty 
turn is an o.k. switch on Nagle’s 
standard cat personations. 


Plant deuces handily in a short 
routine of songs, while Marion, with 
his corking drunk routine, is ahead 
of the Webb orchestra. Marion 
scored nicely Thursday night when 
caught. Picture, ‘Topper’ (MG). 

Char. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Sept. 20. 

Ina Ray Hutton and her band plus 
Virginia McNaughton, tapper; Elaine 
Merritt, vocalist; Bob Dupont, jug- 
gler, and the Winstead Trio, vocal 
swingsters, combine to. turn in a 
fast moving 44 minutes of pleasing 
entertainment for the Hipp’s stage 
portion this week. Show works in| 
presentation form with the band} 
making a colorful full stage back- | 
ground and Hutton introing the 
numbers and acts. 


Opening with torrid arrange- 
ment of ‘Born to Swing’ with blonde 
stick weaver doing the vocal, band 
into sweet version of ‘Trees’ 
which brings on Virginia McNaugh- 





ton in classic buck to Massenet’s 
‘Elegy.’ Nicely gowned in filmy eve- 
ning attire instead of the usual 


Powell pants, girl shows a classic 
technique, finishing strongly with 
some well executed spins. 

Elaine Merritt on next with so-so 
renditions’ of ‘Too Marvelous for 
Words’ and ‘All God’s Chillun,’ after 
which Bob Dupont steps out with 
his routine of juggling, using balls, 
clubs and tambourines with the 
plate, napkin and apple bit for an 
encore. Put over a decided sock, 
begging off. 

Two band numbers, ‘If You Should 
Leave’ and a very hectic scream ar- 
rangement with Hutton vocaling the 
first and hoofing to the _ second, 
changing costumes for both, okay and 
just right for the Winsteads, who 
follow to very hey hey returns. 
Youthful appearing trio of two boys 
and girl, the boys handling guitars 
in legit style, they wang out swingy 
rewrites of ‘Bugle Call Rag,’ ‘Blue 
Heaven’ and ‘It Looks Like Rain, 
which on show caught tied up pro- 
ceedings in grand style. Act has a 
lot on the ball and should be able to 
score on radio or nitery spots. 

Hutton, making another change, 
takes band through torrid finale with 
all sections of her ensemble going 
to town and earning a goodly num- 
ber of curtains, 

Film is ‘Life of Party’ (RKO). 

Burm, 


FOX, K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 20. 

As is to be expected the current 
Jubilesta at the Muny aud is taking 
a healthy whack at this b.o. The 
marquee lure that Stanley Chambers 
has booked to put his house some- 
where in the running, so far as 
vaude is concerned, is Muriel Page 
and her flame dance. They can go to 
the Fox (nee Tower) and get a flesh 
flash they won’t oogle at the aud. 
Pic is ‘100 Men and Girl’ (U) which 
grabbed just about the niftiest press 
of any pic this year. 

Miss Page’s number is all that is 
expected of a nude turn. She pains- 
takingly gyrates about a huge candle 
stick backed by the house line who 
could pass as angels or sister moths, 
finally gets her wings burned, drops 
remainder of her costume and with 
the necessary covering flits about to 
succumb effectively. Fetched a nice 
mitt at show caught. 

A smooth novelty is Tommy Trent 
and his puppet show. It’s Punch, 
Judy and the Devil with the same 
conk whacking and the ‘gator clamp- 
ing molars over Punch for a finish. 
Trent works his dolls (which are 
mittens on his own paws) fast and 
dialogue is peppy and cuts some 
close corners. 

The strong-armers this trip, the | 
Olvera brothers, are the first tendon 
tensioners to set in here for some- 
time that don’t go kittenish with 
their tricks. Work principally with 
a pole and know what it’s all about. 
Plenty of snap here; have knack of 
staying just so long in the flashy 











stuff till the audience gets squirmy 


ing and impersonating lads, are 
boring. One lad keeps hogging the 
spot and he has the least to offer; 
uses a conglomerate array of the pat 
lines of well known comedians and 
not to slight the modern trends 
slipped back to a ‘six-bits from 
Lucia’ crack, 

Judy Conrad’s band, for the past 
few weeks seen in the pit, cull out 
an okay opener with John Coivin, 
baritone. Don Tiff now tending 
piano while Conrad batons. Those 
two gents are plenty neat on ar- 
rangements. A pit band could mean 
plenty here and begins to look like 
the lads are away to a nice start. 

Harlan Christie, m.c., has a novelt,, 
bit that gets a hand. Hoyt. 


DENVER, DENVER 


Denver, Sept. 20. 

Ted Mack, for several years m.c. 
for Denver theatre stageshows, is 
back with a Rhythm orchestra and 
revue that dishes out entertainment 
to please not only his former fans 
but rates top spot any place, Mack 
directs the orchestra as well as 
m.c.ing the show, sings a bit and 
plays the clarinet. 


Florence Hin Low, acrobatic danc- 
er, contributes some nifty acro 
dancing that gets over for tops. 


Louise Boyd is okay in a brief tap 
dance; Ted Lester plays numerous 
instruments which he pulls from 
under his coat, including violin, sax, 
clarinet, etc.; Dick and Leota Nash 
do a cowboy roping trick, clicking 
both on stunts and comedy chatier. 

Texas Sam Hilton, novelty instru- 
mentalist, sings Texas ballads accept- 
ably to good returns. 


Frances Berke, vocalist, has a me- 
lodious coloratura voice that’s easy 
to listen to. At her best when imi- 
tating film stars vocaling ‘Delight- 
ful, Delicious, De-lovely.’ 

Rascals of Rhythm, two sepian 
lads, are okay with some fast hoof- 
ing, also sing and imitate various 
musical instruments. 

Two orchestra numbers stand out 
—the ‘Merry-Go-Round Broke 
Down,’ with the boothman helping 
with a flasher, and the Three Bears 
and Goldilocks story, with Mack tell- 
ing the story and the orchestra do- 
ing the sound effects. 


The house was packed for the 
Friday night show. ‘It’s All Yours’ 
(Col.) on the sereen. Rose. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 


Stage show runs 90 minutes and 
contains plenty of entertainment. 
But it’s spread on too lightly. En- 
tirely too much willingness with en- 
cores and too much chatter from 
Henny Youngman m.c.ing. Cut to 
usual 50 minutes would speed up 
pace, to better results. 

Marquee hypo is principally on 
Ethel Shutta, with Mitzi Mayfair also 
billed big and Youngman in third 
position. Biz is sockaroo, and suf- 
fers only by comparison of take gar- 
nered by recent name _ bands. 


Session opens with Youngman as 
m.c. introing acts. If nothing else, 
house gets plenty of Henny’s patter, 
patter, patter. He never stops at 
just bringing on other talent, but 
does act of his own each time. Note 
that boy isn’t funny. He has some 
swell gags and swell bizness and 
kept up running line of chuckles. 
But there’s a limit. 

Dog turn, Whitey and Ed Ford, is 
first act. Fair warmer-upper. Dog’s 
cute and do some amazing balancing 
stunts. Got a solid hand. 

Mitzi Mayfair and then Miss 
Shutta follow. After this comes a 
ballroom team, juggler and male ter- 
per for finale. Order of acts seems 
unexplainable. Why the two big 
names were not held for nearer the 
finis is a mystery. 

Miss Shutta went over well, al- 
though palm-music she got wasn’t 
by any means wild. Very evidently 
a veteran, she makes attractive ap- 
pearance and has good presence, al- 


though sometimes her  bizness 
seemed a little too exaggerated. 
Wisely’ sticks close to her vocal 


forte, doing group of four story- 
songs, including ‘Lady Is a Tramp,’ 
‘Ann Boleyn,’ ‘One of the Backrow 
Girls’ and a weepy kid ballad. 

Sweet-looker Mitzi Mayfair bet- 
ter tapper than ever. Gal's work 
more punchy now than when last 
here in musicomedy. Has some swell 
routines that get away almost en- 
tirely from usual terping. Undoubt- 
edly best was loose-jointed work she 
did to ‘St. Louis Blues.’ In second 
spot, aud’s mitts probably still cold, 
for although reception was good, 
again it didn’t have rafter-rattling 
quality that it’s capable of giving 
even a good animal act. 

Dupree and Lee are ballroom team 
of moderate dimensions. Combo was 
sweepy, smooth stuff with bit of 
humor and toss in some acro work. 
Billy Mann, billed with them, does 
a single at close. Shows some trick 
tap and eccentric terping. 

Stan Kavanaugh, who's been fling- 
ing balls and Indian clubs around in 
a juggling act for years, gives a red- 
hot session that brought the best 
appaluse. Comic-looking, he makes 
five balls do things that are impos- 
sible. Passing Indian clubs through 
his legs also won him good hand. 





then bounce to something new. 
The Radio Ramblers, three sing- 


‘Mr. Dodd Takes the Air’ (WB) 
screen feature. Herb. 


_——— 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 20. 

Fact that Dick Stabile’s band 
makes its stage debut here is quite 
natural inasmuch as the Ben Bernie 
alumnus is now generally considered 
a Pittsburgh-made- product. New- 
comer to the baton hit the city (Wil- 
liam Penn Hotel’s Chatterbox) last 


fal! just a couple of months after he 
organized outfit and stayed as long 
as he could, about 16 weeks, build- 
ing himself locally, getting an air 
rep via WCAE and Mutual shots and 
eleva! ing his crew almost immediately 
into the big time. 


Furthermore he’s back again to 
stay for a while, opening William 
Penn’s new fall-and-winter dance 
spot Oct. 1 so Stanley engagement’s 
a swell trailer for both Stabile and 
the hotel. What’s more, the lad’s 
delivering both as a musician and 
showman and outside of a certain 
nervousness, to which he himself 
confessed, there was nothing in his 
opening show conduct to indicate 
that he hasn’t been around the de- 
luxe cinema spots for years. 

Musically, Stabile was always one 
of Bernie’s crack men on the sax 
and clarinet. Now at the head of 
his own crew, he’s going to town 
even more effectively, digging deeply 
into the instrumental bag of tricks 
and coming up with some long- 
winded trills that’s always surefire 
stuff out front. Stabile’s featuring 
a saxtet, himself at the head of it, 
and six grind out some slick stuff 
that has the advantage of not being 
over-arranged like so many of these 
novelties. 


Getaway performance was a little 
slow but half-way through, with 
arrival of Gracie Barrie (Mrs. 
Stabile-to-be), Stabile settled down, 
found his bearings and carried on 
from that point like a veteran. By 
night-time show was running. .as 
gingerly and smoothly as any unit 
that’s been out for weeks. 

With the band are three acts, in 
addition to Miss Barrie veteran 
vaude team of Shaw and Lee, for 
last two years on Coast doing radio 
and film work, and Noll and Nolan, 
dancers, all of them working in full 
stage in front of orch. Shaw and Lee 
are back with almost exactly the 
same turn they first did here at the 
two-a-day Davis almost 15 years ago 
and the way they’re tying up the 
show will probably send the newer 
comedy acts digging back into the 
files. For Shaw and Lee, it’s the 
same little tricks, the same hoofing, 
the same gags, the same song. ‘Fol- 
lowing Our Father’s Footsteps,’ the 
same bowlers and the same three- 
button, tight-fitting suits. And with 
audience results like they collected 
this afternoon, there’s apparently no 
need for them to seek alterations. 


Another socko is Miss Barrie, top- 
notch song stylist and a definite per- 
sonality. She smacked across a frfo 
of numbers, winding up with a smart 
arrangement of “The Lady Is A 
Tramp,’ and then came back for the 
finish to do another to Stabile’s sax 
accompaniment. Noll and Nolan 
(femme’s a swell looking little lassie, 
but boy looks like anything but a 
ballroom terper) knock off two fairly 
average numbers, registering on ap- 
pearance rather than dancing al- 
though some of their acrobatic tricks 
are nicely executed. 


Picture ‘Confession’ (FN) and biz 

at opening all right, with practically 

full downstairs and half balcony. 
Cohen. 


PALACE, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 20. 

Bill is pretty well varied this 
week as far as quality is concerned, 
but it’s worth sitting through, just to 
hear the reception Block and Sully 
get on their appearance, and to 
watch ’em take curtain calls at_ the 
end. They’re still box-office. This 
town hasn’t forgotten ’em, and it'll 
never forget ‘em, as long as they 
continue to deliver quality their 
present routine has. 


Even though there’s one laugh 
after another, their set-up can’t ac- 
curately be classed as a vaudeville 
act. .It has the informality and 
intimacy a personal appearance 
should have (and usually doesn’t), 
and at the same time, whips out a 
flock of home-hitting gags. She's 
still the dumbbell, and he’s still the 
mugging straight. There are a couple 
congs, and a hoofing finish; also, 
throughout the whole thing, from 
the complimentary stuff for Burns 
and Allen to the I’m-dancing bit, 
there’s showmanship. 

Good, standard dance team is 
Chaney and Fox. Always top-notch 
turn in costuming and_ delivery. 
Classy appearance is a distinct asset 
for the seven Cappy Barra swing 
harmonica players. They play swell 
rhythm on their tooters. 

New material would help Chuck 
and Chuckles as far as their talk is 
concerned. Their leg work, however, 
is as surefire as ever. 

In opener Variety Gambols proved 
a fine flash act, with the four boys 
and three gals delivering slick acro- 
batics and acro dancing. They do 
everything from hand-to-hand work, 
tumbling and dancing. They could 
do without that inconsequential tap 
start on their act, since the rest Is 
audience dynamite. 


Picture is ‘100 Men and a Girl (U? 
and business good at Friday's third 





show. Loop. 
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STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 20. 

State-Lake has become a unique 
house during the past few weeks, 
due to the number of changes in 
vaude, theatre and picture set-ups 
ground town, It is now the loop’s 
only ‘bargain house,’ as it so adver- 
tises itself, due to the revision of the 
Oriental policy to a top-priced, first- 
run theatre. 

In addition the theatre has turned 
towards a policy of maybe one or 
two acts less than their previous set- 
up of five, six or seven acts, and let- 
ting eack act do its full routine, 
rather than chop to a few minutes. 
This is working out well currently 





talk. LaVere’s Scotch jokes are ac- 
cepted gleefully by the iadience, 
and his easy going style and the 
smooth singing of Miss Ware make 
the act surefire, 

George Beatty has a tough spot to 
fill in his next to closing location 
because the audience is already 
chatter weary. His material is all 
new ,and good, but the audience 
didnt’ respond to the gags as well as 
it did to his vocai impression of 
the way Nelson. Eddy might com- 
mercialize. ‘Ah! Sweet Mystery of 
Life’ some future day in radio by 
stopping at the end of each line to 
insert a blurb. He does a drunken 
sailor for a finish, adding a comedy 
song called ‘That Picturesque Sweet- 
heart of Mine,’ in which he describes 





where four acts and a line of girls | 
make up a good entertaining show. | 

After the girl line opens with an | 
excellent tap routine, comes _ the | 
Robbins act. Two men and a girl, | 
who start slowly and wind up solidly | 
on their remarkably fast cerns, | 
tumbling and somersaulting. Fol- 
lowed by a six-girl singing group, 
billed as Ben Yost’s Varsity Co-Eds. || 
The girls make fine appearance and 
sing well enough a list of pop mu- | 
gical show tunes. | 

Troy and Lynn do a neat dancing | 
act, backed by an excellent choice | 
in accompaniment music. Their 
semi-ballroom work rates as some- 
thing of a novelty following the 
usual type of hotcha legomania tap- 
ping. Girl could use a skirt cos- 
tume, however. Those pajamas 
don’t match the man’s tails. 

For comedy there’s Harris and 
Howell, with comedy, music and | 
dancing act that’s dependable at all | 
times. Made good here, with the 
type of vaude material that the 
average audience dotes on. Show 
finishes with the line of girls again, | 
and good. Entire show played in | 
front of the band, which is parked | 
on the stage. 





‘Naughty Marietta?’ (MG) on 
screen. Business good at the third 
show Friday. Gold, 


PALACE, CLEVE 


Cleveland, Sept. 20. 

Jimmy Dorsey’s swing band has 
top billing, but it would have tough 
sledding without help of Don Zelaya 
and others in current RKO Palace 
show. Altogether, okay, although 
not yanking in as many swing-crazy | 
youngsters as expected. 

Music a bit too blatant and con- 
fusing for conservative ‘clientele 
here. Tricky licks and arrangements 
appreciated most by professionals. 
While Dorsey seems too stiff, too 
lacking in showmanship compared 
to vaude-name maestroes, his sax 
version of ‘Bumble-Bee’ is a stand- 
out. Ditty tagged ‘Annie and Fan- 
nie’ collects a few laughs, but far too 
crude for localities. June Rich- 
mond works up a lot of heat on 
‘Peckin,’ which isn’t hot news any 
more. Freda Sullivan’s a lovely- 
looker, whose rippling acrobatic 
work does more to build up act than 
anything else. 

Zelaya, always a knockout favorite 
around these corners, cops all of 
Dorsey’s thunder. Piano humorist 
and philosopher has revamped his 
material only slightly, yet it’s his in- 
fectious personality, natural humor 
and perfect timing that registers em- 
phatically. Comments on jazz music, 
changing times are snapped out at 
a two-laughs-per-minute pace. -As 
third act, he sells the show. 

Opener is Titan Trio, strong-man 
team, doing  slow-motion stunts 
faultlessly. Allen and Kent, in 
deuce, go over nicely in exhibiting 
Style in taps, with father and mother 
out-dancing them in brisk old-time 
Steps. ‘Life of the Party’ (RKO- 
Radio) on screen. Pullen, 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 20. 
This week’s bill, consisting of six 
separately booked acts, and tagged 
‘Broadway Brevities,’ proves that all 





;and his band. 


| the-eyes-and-ears 


the charms of a tattooed lady. 

Bill is closed by Fred Sylvester 
and his nephews, latter three midg- 
ets, who do acrobatic feats. The size 
of the performers permits sensa- 
tional. and comedy. gyrations which 
are well received. 

The pit orchestra works on 
stage throughout. 

Picture, ‘All Over Town’ (Rep.). 
Business good fitst show Saturday. 

Kiley. 


Orpheum, Sale Lake 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 19. 
Strong screen and stage fare sup- 
ply ample b.o, draws on current bill. 
House is down to three acts, plus 
two novelty numbers by Woodbury 
Dividing honors is 


the 


‘Charlie Chan on Broadway’ (20th- | 


Fox) on the screen. 

Opener by house orch features 
original swing tune composed by 
Ralph Jacobson, tenor sax player. 
Number is done in an effective 


/swing tempo, with writer given a 


brief solo chore. 

Rube Demarest, pianist-comedian, 
whose serious efforts at the key- 
board are as humorous as his twangy 
humor, spotted next. Demarest mi- 
raculously escaped injury when his 
automobile rolled over three times 
in an accident which occurred while 
he was en route to Salt Lake. The 
accident, however, hadn’t injured his 
fingers and the audience appreciated 
his efforts. 

Demarest’s first ivory workout 
consists of a medley of pop tunes 


| played with fingerless woolen mit- 


tens. After some comedy jibes and 
dissertation 6n current music styles, 
Rube plays ‘I’ve Only Eyes for You,’ 
as some of the old masters would 
have tackled. the. tune. This finale 
number smacked.of vibrant show- 


;manship and pianist received a num- 
| ber of stage calls. 


His impromptu 
wit garnered plenty of laughs. 

Third bracket opens with Bhebe, 
Bruce and Betty, billed as the Three 
Buzy Bees. The trio delivers acro- 
dancing with clicks. Youthful agil- 
ity of Bruce, working in white tie 
and tails, and two gals, wearing for- 
mals, earns them a call. Their rou- 
tines consist of balanced, easy-on- 
tapping, and a 
bunch of twists and leaps new to 
Salt Lakers. 

But it remains. for 13-year-old 
Joyce Reimer to cop honors as the 
flash act. Youngster, slightly resem- 
bling Deana Durbin, shows grace- 
ful muscular control and highly sat- 
isfying versatility swining high on a 
rope. 

Vivacious juve is headliner pro- 
portions. An elderly woman serves 
as ballast to the rope while young- 
ster works in mid-air. As act ap- 
proaches conclusion, Joyce - sings 
‘High Up in the Air.” She has an 
unusual front for a mike songstress 
and suggests screen - potentialities. 
Besides which she sells well. Does a 
fast and clever acrobatic dance to a 
repeated call finish. 

Woodbury’s band win deserved 
praisery for a unique ‘school daze’ 
number. Flanked by 14 band mem- 
bers, each attired in juve clothes, 
vintage of the ‘Little Red School- 
house,’ and McGuffey readers, ag- 
gregation draws down solid A’s so 
far as entertainment goes. Novelty 
idea is to supplant original three R’s 
to include rhythm, revelry and ref- 





800d acts do not necessarily make a 


00d show. With the exception of | 
the opening and closing acts, the bill | 


| 


suffers from a superabundance of | 
talk. 


| 


Dorothy Byton dancing girls open. | fiddles. 


twelve lookers do a pleasing routine 
in top hats and canes to the tune 
Stomping at the Savoy,’ and are 
then relieved of further duty until 
the next performance. 


George Beatty comes on next to | 
act as m.c. He introduces Bill Anson, | 


who uses trick makeup with red 
and green lights to achieve black- 
face appearance when impersonating 
characters in Amos and Andy radio 
Program. He uses a red light to give 
impressions of Singing Sam, Vallee, 

inchell, and Bernie, then changes 
b green, which instantly puts him in 
lackface as he does the Amos and 
Andy sketch, following with a song 


in the Al Jolson manner for an en- | 


core, 


* Eke Rosini, magician, appears in | 


Tmal attire to give a sleight-of- 
nd performance that depends most- 
Y on talk to put it over. His tricks 
hd 800d, but are presented in slow 
ee in order to allow time for the 
prdage. He uses a kid stooge 
Piucked from the audience to get 
Most of his laughs, 
nr LaVere and Helen Ware add 
“m £ing and accordion playing, but 
ce more the act depends mostly on 


ormation of hypothetical classroom 
doings. By wields a three-foot ruler 
for a baton and during one turn, 
bandsmen supplant legit instruments 
for toy bugles, saueeze boxes and 
Everybody comes in for a 


|bow and applause was indicative of 
| band number merit. 
| Disney’s Academy Award Revue 


jand Pathe News clinch a three-hour 
show. Guss. 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


There’s a wide variety of sub;2cts | 


|to claim customer attraction in the 
current newsrcel program. Perhaps 
a better composing job might be de- 
sirable, but possibly technical ob- 
stacles prevented. The program in- 
cludes all of the customary features, 
or nearly, which may be expecied 
of the reels, from the Sino-Jap con- 
flict to gag stunts, women’s fashions, 
sports, Lew Lehr and Lowell 
'Thomas, and last but not least the 
| Roosevelt family. 

No weekly show can be hardly 


‘one member of the Roosevelt clan. 
\'This week there are not only the 
| President, but his mother, Mrs. Sara 
Delano Roosevelt, photographed in 
Paris. and the newlywed _ pair, 
Franklin Roosevelt, Jr., and _ his 


UNIT REVIEW 


Park Avenue Revue 
(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 


Ailanta, Sept. 19. . 
Harry Clark, of Chicago, went 
overboard on the terp side when he 
produced this one. Due to intermi- 
nable dancing, there’s an unmistak- 
able drag permeating the 48 mins. it 
takes to unwind. 
Dayton Brothers, Joe and Eddie, 
in closing spot, take up the slack, 











| however, and score so heavily that 


|}patrons were loathe to let them go. 
|Pair have dressed up knockabout 
|act that can’t help but please. Even 
[their slapstick has polish. They | 
|fiddle around with a uke, guitar, 
|}cornet and harmonicas in presenting 
their hokum and finally wind up in 
|front of mike with mouth-harp and 
| guitar doing ‘Ida’ and ‘Black Maria.’ 

There’s six in unit’s band, includ- 
ing Ginger Stover, who wields baton, 
and trombonist Bill Erbacher, who’s 
in charge of unit. They’re augment- 
ed by Cap’s seven standby tooters 
and music rates better than average. 
Brief’ preliminary tune gets show 
under way with George Claire, in 
tails, bringing line girls on one ata 
time for a picture number. Last 
femme is Helen Claire, and they do 
a rhythmic tap routine to ‘Summer 
Time.’ 
| Ginger Stover then lays down her 
|baton long enough to do a shim- 
sham to ‘Whoa Babe,’ and goes back 
to her stick waving to make way for 
Jack Farrell and Moe Dermer, who 
bring out a miniature. orgAn with 
which they furnish their own ac- 
companiments. Pair crack some 
gags and do some parodies, winding 
up with a medley of hillbilly tunes. 
They got nice reception. 

A rhumba number by the line to 
‘Carioca’ precedes the magic and 
card manipulation act by Car! 
Sharpe. There’s been a surfeit of 
Magicians on Cap’s. stage during 
summer, and, since Sharpe didn’t 
show customers anything new, they 
did everything but yawn in his face. 

George Claire then goes through 
a riff number to ‘Riffin’ the Blues,’ 
and the line, mounted on skates, re- 
turns for a dance to ‘The Merry-Go- 
Round Broke Down.’ Gals are not 
sure of themselves on the rollers, 
sO management ordered it out .on 
second show. Ginger Stover follows 
with a vocal number, ‘Ain't Misbe- 
having,’ to a fair hand. 

Helen and George Claire are next 
in a tap routine to ‘Love Me or 
Leave Me,’ but, creditable as their 
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be a staple support if policy and 
place are smartly publicized. 

Show, running close to an hour, 
has speed and sparkle aplenty. Nut 
about $1,100 weekly and though lay- 
out boasts no names, it supplies 
strong entertainment. 

Bobby Hayes, m.c., is tops in the 
personnel. Can hoof and warble 
acceptably, and as an introer and 
pacer, his knack and _ personality 
mean much to the show’ which 
might otherwise stretch at the seams 
at times. 

Heavy scorer is Big Time Crip, 
one-legged dancer using crutch, He's 
about up there in ability with Peg- 
leg Bates. Lillian Fitzgerald, saf- 
fron-skinned song-and-stepper, in 
the groove aplenty, as is Lovey Lane, 
rhythm squirmer. Latter last year 
did stripping in the Uproar, but all 
of that is out completely this term. 

Spvons Brown is a midwestern 
spoon-rattler and dancer; Red and 
Curley two fast hoofing lanky lads. 
Jennie Dancer is the usual buxom, 
matured Negress, used for comedy, 
and opposite her is Dewey Brown. 
Neither have anything save in the 
finale. The comedy department in 
show should have received more 
consideration. 

There’s a Tramp Band of seven 
boys in hobo getups dipping up the 


jam out of home-fashioned instru- 
ments. A'sizable click. The new 
Cotton Club show, further down 


Broadway, again has a Tramp Band, 
also this season, as it did last year. 

Twelve line leggers are _ good. 
Their two big production numbers 
get over resoundingly. One, with 
grass-skirt motif, is the topper. 
Other, finale, is the bride-and-groom 
processional, but right sprightly ex- 
ecuted. 

‘Whiffin’ the Weed’ is a number 
with three boys and three girls go- 
ing moderne in the nearest manner 
Harlem terp technique will permit. 
They writhe from what is purported 
to be the effect of marijuana. It’s a 
thoughtful insert into the show, add- 
ing contrast to and relief from the 
rnore or less sameness of Lenox 
avenue hopping. 

Charley Davis produced the show. 
Fred Fisher and his 21-year-old 
daughter Doris (who is Mrs. Faggen) 
cleffed the tunes. Score is not par- 
ticularly distinguished for pop usage, 
but fits the needs of the production 
neatly. Lyrics are smart. Miriam 
Schiller staged the ‘Weed’ routine. 

Band again this season is Erskine 
Hawkins’ 13. Last year the hot and 
sweet swing aggregation boosted it- 
self to peak recognition. It’s the 
proper outfit to service the partiali- 





dance is, audience is just plain tired 
of seeing them dance so much and 
they don’t rise to the bait. 

Aforementioned Joe and Eddie 
Dayton are on in this spot, followed 
with a brief number by the line, | 
which develops into perfunctory 
finale, all acts occupying stage while 
Daytons cut some eapers. 

Pic is ‘Flight from Glory’ (RKO), 
and house was full when first show 
broke. Luch, 





ni du Pont heiress, taken aboard 
ship. 

The Pres:dent’s mother always 
makes a charming appearance, but 
President Roosevelt tops his family 
and highlights the program with a 
display of his unusual sense of 
humor. He is shown talking to 
nurses at the Hudson River hospital, 
upstate New York, and relating to 
them a funny experience. Para- 
mount embellishes the clip with a 
descriptive aside which is clever. 

And this clip of the President 
helps to soften the forbidding im- 
pressions, but not completely, of the 
serious and more dramatic presen‘a- 
tion on the program such as the 
mutilation of infants and the slay- 
ing of women and general devas.a- 
tion and havoc left in the wake of 
the Sino-Jap guns on Shanghai. 

Inielligenily enough and snartly 
the offscreen narrators do their part 
to take some of the unsithtly sting 
from the clips by describing them 
as reasons for shunning war. 

Par’s KKK clip shows the birds in 
hoods taking the oath and Pathe’s 
clip on Noazi stuff here presents one 
of the Chicago Metcalf brothers in 





complete without presenting at leas: | 





a short talk on how he and his 
| brother-newspaperman traveled 20,- 
| 000 miles ferreting out the distincily 
foreign character of the Nazi move- 
;ment over here. The speaker stated 
| that 90 percent of German-Ameri- 
cans will have nothing to do with 
the Nazis. 

This clip evoked audible comment 
from the audience at this screening, 
lan unusual thing, as voices could be 
| heard voicins agreement with Met- 
| calf’s remarks. 

Beyond these clips an assortment 
|of shots on spor.s, scenics, fashions 
|and Rep. Sol Bloom, in Washington, 
| inspecting a proposed new stamp is- 
|} sue commemorating the 150th birth- 
| day of the U. S. Constitution. 

| Lew Lehr as usual has his suff to 
| poke fun at. In soorts, football gets 
'a play with Ed Thorgerson on shots 
of Pitt, U.C.L.A., Stanford and So. 
California boys in scrimmage aciion. 
| Lowell Thomas tells all about the 
| Vermont maple sugar business and 
|some scenics while Clem McCarthy 
| has his usual role for Pathe in de- 





ties of the Uprear’s patrons on the 
dance-floor. When Hawkins’ boys 
take their bows, there’s a_ satisfac- 
tory seven-piece crew led by a syn- 
copated flutist billed itis , 
ert. 


FRANKIE PALUMBO’S 


(PHILLY) 


Philadelphia, Sept. 19. 

Perky with new paint job and 
fresh drapes, Frankie Palumbo’s 
downtown nitery has reopened after 
first summer shuttering in 53 years 
existence. Despite improvements, 
care wisely taken to leave un- 
varnished famous Palumbo brand of 
informality and freedom of action. 
Rambling 800-seater still a spot 
where guests by end of evening have 
had swell time filling out floor show 
with community sing or flinging 
gams in reel and cuzatsky. 

And still always on hand to insure 
fun is Frankie himself, with a mile 
long list of friends and unequalled 
grace at.making them at home. No 
other nffery in town comes up to 
this for profitable knack of knowing | 
how to get the customers to let their | 
hair down. | 

’Nother thing beside general aura 
of gaicty that brings in heavy patron- 
age is presence at late show of talent | 
from vaude and other nitcries around | 
town. Always seem to be at least 
one or two entertainers on hand 
willing to do a turn for friend 
Frankie. Which makes every night's 
show a novel one. Guesters when 
caught were Mario Villani, ex- | 
manager and m.c. of Ritz, Anchorage | 
and Arcadia. Hasn't sung in years, 
but warbled four dities at this per- 
formance in his’ Frenchy-Italian 
accent with serio-comic attitude that 
had aud begging. Accompanying 
him on fiddle and singing a few 





platform they work on gives no 
opportunity for much routine. Do 
little more than time step, but it’s 
bright. Followed by Patti Cranford, 
femme chirper. Fair pipes, attractive 
looker and showmanly personality. 
Does better when she sticks to 
clefiers’ original arrangements of 
number than when she wanders far 
afield. Nice in ‘Where and When.’ 
Two dance teams and another ap- 
pearance of line in plenty scanty 
panties finish things up. Terpers 
Miller and Millard do tap routines 
that are tricky if not distinguished. 
Both guy and gal work in tails. 
Travis and Grey do ballroom stuff. 
Femme’s a dark-eyed beaut leaving 
partner in a haze. Not particularly 
smooth, as such duos go, but okay. 
Show backed by six-piece band 
wanded by Bobby Morro. Plenty of 
brass and rhythm but a little too 
loud for room that’s not full of 
people to absorb some of it—a point 
that too many niteries are too I»x in 
watching, Herb. 


COLONY CLUB 


(CHICAGO) 


Chicago, Sept. 18. 

Spending a reported $45,000 in a 
remodeling job, Dollie Weisberg has 
reopened his club in what was for- 
merly a near northside residence. 
The architects did an excellent job 
in transforming the house into a 
bright moderne spot, with plenty of 
glass work, indirect lighting and 
pastel walls. 

New spot seats about 125 people 
at tables, besides an oval bar which 
has a view of the floor through a 
glass wall, Floor space is adequately 
proportioned for the size of the cafe. 
Weisserg tossed a special opening 
for his friends, at $7.50 a plate. Boys 
contributed plenty to the opening, 
with wine popping at all the tables, 

As for entertainment, Weis>derg 
goes in for singers and dancers. He 
males no effort to get anything new 
into his spot, but like so many other 
nitery operators, is content to use 
the regular list of acts which ride 
circuit in this town. 

There was sngle dancer, Helen 
Pammer, neat looking and pleasant 
enough; Bob Edwards, single tapper, 
who works overly hard for his ef- 
fects. Jim and Nora Bell, who con- 
tributed a suitable minor nitery 
routine of dancing. 

Toni Lane has been headlining a 
number of nite spots around town. 
She uses special song arrangements 
for her vocal turn, with the ar- 
rangement used consisting of a slow 
tempo opener, switching to swing 
for the finale. She had d fficulty in 
quieting the audience on opening 
night. She makes fine appearance, 
despite her trick of constantly crink- 


| ling her schnoz. 


Major click of the evening goes to 
m.c., Jackie Green. His impersona- 
tions of Jolson, Cantor, Jessel, Du- 
rante, ete., have been done before 
and by others, but Green gives ‘em 
that special comedy twist and 
punches ‘em over with a whirlwind 
sales personality that held this mob 
throughout this act. They wouldn't 
let him go, insisting on encore after 
encore. Smart performer who knows 
how to handle himself and his audi- 
ence. 

There’s also a line of girls trained 
by Muriel Kretlow. Their work is 
not particularly well routined for 
this floor space. Frankie Quartel 
has the orchestra and rates mention 
for his smooth handling of the fioor 
show, in addition dansapation. Gold, 
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Ruthrauff & Ryan is the agency and 
Gene O’Haire is the miker. 





Pennsylvania State Publicity Cam- 
paign has spotted six quarter-hour 
educational musical shows on KDKA, 
Pittsburgh, as part of build-up for 
the state as a tourist site. Placed by 
Walker-Downing. 





New Departure (brakes for bicy- 
cles) hit the ozone this week with 
series of thrice-weekly station-breaks 





numbers himself was Joe Frasetto, 
who batoned swell Hotel Philadel- | 
phian orch last season and_ just | 
closed summer job at 500 Club, | 
Atlantic City. 


that can be said is it’s loud and 
snappy. It provides necessary di- 
version and is all anybody expects. 
Nut is at absolute minimum, for 
place makes no try for pretentious- 
ness and food and drink prices are 
comparatively slim. 

Bringing on the show and _ its 
strongest point is m.c. Eddie Thomas. 
He’s distinctly an asset. Has radiating 
personality and swell pipes. When 
they were still howling for more 


after three solos, went into com- 
munity chirping. Had house all 
worked up on ‘Let Me Call You 


Sweetheart,’ ‘When Irish Eyes Are 
Smiling’ and the other old faves. 
Thomas opens entertainment sianza 
with ‘Pretty Girl’ song which introes 
six-femme line. Gals are satisfactory 





| scribing a horse race. Shan, 


lookers and nicely-costumed. Small 


‘on 15 eastern and midwestern sta- 


tions. Lord & Thomas the agency. 


Bayuk cigars instituting a cam- 


As for Palumbo’s show itself, best paign of spots on stations in Illinois 


| and Indiana. Will take eight an- 
| houncements daily on the stations 





selected. First spot spread for the 
| sponsor. 
Livermore & Knight Agency, 


Providence, is taking time on WGY, 
Schenectady, for a series of daytime 
announcements running 10 weeks, on 
behalf of Saltesea Soups. First ap- 
| pearance of the account at WGY. 





Donald B. Hubbert (Dickerson’s 
shoes), through the Kelso-Norman 
agency, is placing three five-minute 
jlive talent programs entitled ‘Foot 
Notes’ weekly on KYA, San Fran- 
"7% Te 19 
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Z Helen Hayes Cuffo Show for Scribes 
With Balcony Payees Shaving Nut 








Boston, Sept. 21. 

Something new in the way of wip- 
ing off the press pass list in one 
swoop is to be inaugurated here 
during the four-week engagement of 
‘Victoria Regina,’ starring Helen 
Hayes. 

On Friday afternoon, Oct. 1, there} 
will be an extra performance for the 
New England press. The entire floor' 





of the Shubert Theatre will be so | 
used but seats for the two balconies | 
will be put on public sale. 


Miss Hayes will perform without 
pay, while Gilbert Miller, the pro- 
ducer, assented to the idea. If it 
works here, it will be repeated in 
Chicago. Remainder of the cast and 
the deckhands will receive an extra | 
stipend for the special show. 


Advance sale and heavy demand | 
for seats for the run here, opened | 
Monday (20) night, has brought 
about a corresponding exceptional 
call for ducats from newspapers in 
this area, The public sale of shelf 
seats is expected to just cover ex- 
penses. William Fields, press agent 
for ‘Regina,’ is handling arrange- 
ments and has allotted 50 orchestra 
seats to each of the eight Boston 
papers, and to the 71 other dailies 
in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Ver- 
mont, Maine and New Hampshire 
will go two or four ducats each. 

Since the matinee comes during 
the second week of the run, passes 
will be distributed among editorial 
workers, rather than through the 
crix who will have caught it open- 
ing night, if they have not already, 
in New York. 

Announcement of the unique stunt 
comes at the conclusion of an inten- 
sive advance campaign by Fields 
throughout the New England hinter- 
land. 


DENVER FTP GROUP 
READYING FOR SEASON 


Denver, Sept. 21. 

Because popular demand forced 
Several extended runs last season, 
the Denver WPA Federal Theatre 
Project will go on a monthly basis 
at the start this fall, with opening 
day set for Sept. 23, ‘Warrior's Hus- 
band’ will be the opener. Three 
plays will have premieres in Den- 
ver. Two of them are being written 
locally—‘Sugar,’ a newspaper yarn 








4 
an 


| his participation in NRA when the 


Straus Angling Show Biz 
~ Support for City Berth 











Robert K. Straus, son of Jesse 
Straus, will probably be a candidate 
for the New York city council, which 
under the new charter will replace | 
the board of aldermen. Young Straus 
is known to Broadway managers for 


legit code was_ operative. He 
handled the questionnaires in the- 
atres during a period when the code 
authority sought to control ticket 
speculation. 

Straus states that if elected he will , 
favor the theatres wher amusement | 
legislation arises. He is circulating | 
a petition and expects to run on the | 
Mayor's ticket. 








Charlotte Greenwood’s 


Tour; Then B’way Preem 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 
Charlotte Greenwood opened at 
the Chestnut St. Opera House Mon- 
day (20) in ‘Leaning on Letty,’ her 
third and final season, and the tour 
will take the comedienne into Balti- 
more, Washington, Pittsburgh, De- 
troit, Cleveland, St. Louis, Toronto 
and Montreal for week stands with 
a final stop at Boston. 

According to Martin Broones, the 
composer - producer under whose 
banners Miss Greenwood (Mrs. 
Broones) is touring this season, ten- 
tative plans have been made to take 
her into New York for the first time 
in half a dozen years with a new 
play by Walter Hackett in February. 

Traveling ahead of Miss Green- 
wood are Al Spink, who piloted 
‘Three Men On a Horse’ and other 
Abbott shows, and Wood Soanes, 
drama editor of the Oakland (Calif.) 
Tribune, who has taken a leave of 
absence to make the tour. 





Jim Carroll Plans Coast 
Break-In for Four Plays 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

James Carroll, brother of Earl, 
plans to produce four plays this sea- 
son which he hopes to take to 
Broadway. 

Offerings will debut in San Fran- 
cisco and be seen in Los Angeles be- 
fore migrating east. 


Current Road Shows 











by Alberta Pike, News critic; and a 
new play by Mary Coyle Chase, 
whose play ‘Me Third,’ was given a 
premiere here last winter, later go- 
ing to New York as ‘Now You've 
Done It.” ‘See How They Run,’ a 
social drama, will also get a Denver 
premiere. 

More than 75,000 saw the 14 plays 
put on by the Denver WPA the- 
atre unit last season. According to 
Michael Andrew Slane, director, 
several of Bernard Shaw's and Eu- 
gene O’Neill’s plays will be produced 
locally. 

The Baker-Federal theatre has 
been undergoing improvements this 
summer. The outside has been 
painted and the inside renovated, 
seats elevated. - ° ange in the base- 
ment an? csessaTg rooms have been 
improved. 

Performances will be given Thurs- 
day, Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
nights, with prices remaining at 25 
and 40 ‘cents. 


Whipple Vice Gilbert 
As World-Telly Critic 


Starting today (Wednesday), Sid- 








Week of Sept. 19 

‘Behind Red L-ghts,’ Brighton the- 
atre, Brighton, N. Y. (21). 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Shubert, New- 
ark (20). 

‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Ford’s, Baltimore. 

‘Children’s Hour,’ Embassy, Port 
Chester, N. Y. (20). 

‘Dead End,’ Werba, B’klyn, N. Y. 

‘French Without Tears,’ McCarter, 
Princeton, N. J. (25). 

‘Honor Bright,’ Cass, Detfit. 

‘I Confess,’ Maryland, Baltimore. 

‘Lady Has a Heart,’ Shubert, New 
Haven, Conn. (20-22). 

‘Leaning On Letty,’ 
Philadelphia. 

‘Miles From Heaven’ (Walter Hus- 
ton), Curran, San Francisco. 

‘Room Service,’ Erlanger, Buffalo, 
=. 

‘Room Service,’ Geary, San Fran- 
cisco, 

‘Star Wagon,’ Nixon, Pittsburgh. 

‘Susan and God,’ National, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

‘To Quito and Back,’ Colonial, Bos- 


Chestnut, 


ton. 

‘Tonight at 8:30,’ Biltmore, Los 
Angeles. 

‘Tovarich,’ Playhouse, Providence 


(20-23); Shubert, New Haven, Conn. 
(23-25). 





ney B. Whipple shifts from the 
United Press to the N. Y. World- 
Telegram as drama critie and editor. 

Gilbert, who succeeded Robert 
Garland a year ago this month as 
drama crick, returns to the general 
feature staff. Whipple’s UP back- 
ground embraces foreign 
spondence. 


CONRAD NAGEL’S LEGIT? 

Conrad Nagel has several 
for a legit show on Broadway next 
February. Actor goes back to the 
Coast this week for pic stint for 
Condor, which has until Jan. 16 to 
run. 

Radio contract for International 
Silver Co. begins Oct. 3 and 
up Dec. 26, 





winds 


corre- | 


offers | 


‘Tovarich,’ Hartman, Columbus, O. 
(20-22); English, Indianapolis (23-25). 

‘Victoria Regina’ (Helen Hayes), 
Shubert, Boston. 

‘The Women,’ Erlanger, Chicago. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
| Harris, Chicago. 


| Plymouth, Boston, 


Monty Preps for Murder’ 


| 
| 
Hollywood, Sept. 21. 

Douglas 


Montgomery is 


rehearsals for his Broadway stage 
play, “Merely Murder,’ to be pro-| 
duced by Lawrence Rivers. 


{ Actor expects to haul east Oct. 1. 
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complications, it developing that in 
addition to the dispute over jurisdic- 
tion, the New York Theatrical Press 
Agents and the unionized Theatrical 
Managers, Agents 
union display distinctly 
ideas. 

The union says too many p.a.’s are 
out of jobs and therefore one man 


opposed 





‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ | 


starting | 


should not handle more than one at- 
traction. Even if the same manage- 
| ment has several shows it is felt that 


|for each. That does not jibe with 
the NYTPA since several of its lead- 
|ers are handling two or more jobs. 
| Within the NYTPA, however, 
| there are different ideas over the 
job situation. Five or six new p.a.’s 
have secured positions and some of 
the unassigned members want some- 
| thing done about that. New people 
promptly joined up, but that has not 


and.. Treasurers | 


Press Agents Stil Wrangling Over 
Jurisdictional, Closed Shop Issues 


The situation between press agent! mollified the objectors who seek to 


| among those recognized as having 
been in the craft more or less regu- 
| larly. In other words, they are seek- 
ing closed shop, which is opposed by 
other members, 

Early this week a delegation from 
the union met with the board of 
| the Theatre League, as a prelim- 
| inary move, the objective being to 
| have it recognized as having juris- 
|diction over press agents. The 
/NYTPA contends it includes ail the 


| 


| Broadway agents, but is leaning to- | 
|an assistant p.a. should be engaged | 


ward unionization 
| closed shop trend. 
| An IATSE official was supposed to 
|} have addressed the NYTPA last 
| Thursday, but there was no session 
because the IA cancelled the ap- 
|; pointment. A telegram was sent 
| George Browne, the IA head, asking 
that he or William Brennan appear 
this Thursday (23) or that a delega- 
tion be received by the union, 


because of the 





Engagements 





Taylor Holmes, Joseph Allen, John 
Cherry, Paul Parks, ‘I’d Rather Be 
Right.’ 

Wallace Ford, Sam Byrd, ‘Of Mice 
and Men.’ 

Douglass Montgomery, Rex O’Mal- 
ley, ‘Merely Murder.’ : 

Fredric Merch, Florence Eldridge, 
‘The Christian Hero.’ 

Jules Garfield, ‘Golden Gloves.’ 

Joyce Arling, Edith Van Cleeve, 
Lea Penman, Carroll Ashburn, 
David Hoffman, Betty Field, Clyde 
Filmore, ‘Angel Island.’ 

Bertram Thorn, Joseph Sweeney, 
Ruby Elzy, John Guy Sampsel, ‘In 
Clover.’ 

Vilma Ebsen, Richard Temple, 
Jules Epailly, Alfred A. Hesse, Noel 


Cravat, Leo Chalzal, ‘Between the 
Devil.’ 

Judith Alden, ‘The Lady Has a 
Heart.’ 


Jules Vitale, ‘Great Lady.’ 
Owen Davis, Jr.. Helen Flint, ‘Yes, 


| My Darling Daughter’ (Road Co.). 


Edith Barrett, ‘Wise Tomorrow.’ 





CODY’S SHOW OFF 


James J. Cody has sidetracked his 
proposed production of ‘Broadway 
Joke Book’ musical revue. 

Says inability to cast prompted 
him to camphor idea until after the 
Xmas holidays. 
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FIP Still Tossing "Em Around: 


Also Doubling Admish Scales 


Shifting about and changes within 
WPA’s Federal Theatre Project in 
N. Y. are still being made, partly at 
the instance of those recently 
prought into the executive set-up 
from out-of-town. Latter apparent- 
ly are intent on building up their 
staffs, but indications are they will 
be strongly opposed. One depart- 
ment is said to have been built up 
by its head, staff getting fairly good 
salaries. Estimates are that there 
are 1,000 people still on the project 
payroll who don't belong. 

However a more closely knit or- 
ganization is being formed by 
George Kondolf, the new director of 
the Project in the metropolis. The 
unit system whereby supervisors 
had the whole say in each theatre 
venture, is be:ng serapped. The en- 
tire project will be under Kondolf’s 
administration. His aides will handle 
part of the labor but he will have 
the last say. New set-up is expected 
to eliminate the autocratic manner 
in which supervisors conducted their 
sub-Projects and because of which 
there were many complaints, 

Bob Garland In? 

Reports around the project are to 
the effect that Robert Garland will 
join up on the project. Garland was 
formerly drama _ critic for the 
World-Telegram, N. Y., having been 
let out about a year ago. He was 
on the N. Y. American’s picture re- 
viewing staff until that paper sus- 
pended several weeks ago. Job pays 
$3,000 yearly. 

Announced that some attractions 
to be presented during the season 
will have a top of $1.10, which 
doubles the scale generally used 
heretofore. Plan to boost prices was 
put up to the American Theatre 
Council, which was not particularly 
interested because relief theatre 
shows have not affected Broadway. 
Several weeks ago there were three 
WPA shows in legit spots, including 
Harlem. One had an all-colored 
cast, the other two being mixed. 
There were exactly 20 actors ap- 
pearing in the legit group. 

There was a pro and con argument 
Over the idea of WPA raising the 
ticket prices. Argued that at the 
higher rate the commercial theatre 
would be more benefited, because of 
the lesser variance in scales. Plan 
is to charge $1.10 at the Adelphi, 
which is slated to get ‘A Hero Is 
Born’ next week, and 83 cents at the 
Elliott. Latter house, however, has 
had the better attended attractions. 
Reported also that the Adelphi may 
be dropped, which would leave the 
Elliott as only WPA theatre in the 
Broadway zone. 


OSGOOD PERKINS DIES 
OF HEART ATTACK 


Death of Osgood Perkins, who ex- 
bired suddenly jn Washington, D. C., 
early Tuesday (21) marked the pass- 
ing of one of the most adroit come- 
dians of the generation. He was 
taken ill in New York last week, 
being away from rehearsa's of 
‘Susan and God’ for threz days but 
managed to report Saturday when 
there was a run-through of the play. 

He opened with ‘Susan’ Monday 
evening in the Capitol, play starring 

rtrude Lawrence under the man- 
asement of John Golden. Apparently 
feeling all right, he died at 3 a. m., 
apparently from a hart attack. 
Perkins had been suffering from 
tonsilitis but his temperature was 
ee Ironic touch was the fact 

at his performance was accorded 
€xcellent notices. 

Perkins appesred in a number of 
Pictures but preferred the s‘avge 

ne of his standout performances 
Was as the eccentric managin¢ edi- 
fly ‘The Front Pave’ and another 

omorrow and Tomorrow.’ Sea- 
nally he was on Broadway and ap- 
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Mrs. Bryant Back at Equity 
Reserves Right to Scram 





Although Dorothy Bryant is sup- 
posed to remain as executive secre- 
tary of Chorus Equity until next 
June, her resignation has not been 
withdrawn. She stated that her ar- 
rangement with Equity in regards 
to staying was with the understand- 
ing that if a successor is selected at 
any time prior to that time she de- 
sires to withdraw. 

Mrs. Bryant has held the post for 
more than 17 years, but for the past 
season or so had no relish for policy 
changes and_ dissensions’ within 
Equity. She feels that another sec- 
retary could be chosen within a 
reasonable period. Chorus branch 
is in excellent financial condition, 
having a surplus of $125,000. Under- 
stood that reserve is not included in 
Equity’s surplus. 

Chorus branch is caught in the 
middle of the jurisdictional row be- 
tween the Burlesque Artists’ union 
and the vaudeville union called the 
American Federation of Actors. 


GREAT WALTZ 
NOT TO TOUR 


Plan for the touring of “The Great 
Waltz’ again this season, under in- 
dependent management, is off, nor 
will the show be sent out by Max 
Gordon, who originally presented it 
at the Center, N. Y. Rights were to 
have been purchased by N. S. 
Barger, wealthy Chicagoan, but 
Marcus Heiman, who is Gordon's 
silent partner, decided against the 
deal. 

Heiman’s reason was unusual. He 
said that if the ‘Waltz’ was toured 
in condensed form, it might be em- 
barrassing to the Rockefelte:- inter- 
ests. Latter largely financed the 
operetta and had a royalty interest 
when ‘Waltz’ was roadshowed by 
Gordon. 

Last season it toured as a seven- 
car outfit. It was known, however, 
that in a number of stands the whole 
show was not unloaded because of 
stage limitations and lack of back- 
stage equipment. ‘Waltz’ was dis- 
played in auditoriums and town 
halls and a mid-western reporter in 
commenting on the show wrote that 
it was ‘like trying to float the the 
Normandie in a bathtub.’ 


Clifton Webb Signed 
For Shubert Musical 


Clifton Webb is reported set for 
‘Greek to You,’ which Harry Kauf- 
man secured for Lee Shubert. Show 
was slated for presentation by Vin- 
ton Freedley, who abandoned it after 
casting difficulty. Cole Porter is ex- 
pected to supply the score, book be- 
ing by Howard Lindsay and Russell 
(Buck) Crouse. 

Lindsay and Crouse are currently 
occupied with supplying the book for 
‘Hooray for What’ in which Ed Wynn 
will star under Shubert auspices. 

Talk is still on to bring Adele 
Astaire back as co-star with Webb. 














peared in a number of Theatre 


Guild attractions. 





Washington, Sept. 21. 
Performance of ‘Susan’ was given 
as usual tonight (Tuesday) with 


cast, taking over leading role, made 
vacant by Perkins’ sudden death. He 
was latter’s understudy. 

Douglas Gilmore, under contract 
to Sam H. Harris for road company 
of ‘Stage Door,’ was loaned to John 
Golden and went on in McGrath's 
former role. Gilmore will stick with 
the show uni!l Golden makes a per- 





return to his chores in ‘Door.’ 


PRECIPITATE 
BY MANY MOVES 


Stagehands Now Claiming 
Control of Pix Actors 
—Gillmore’s Illness Has 
A.A.A.A. Up in Air— 
Many Tangles to Be En- 
snarled 


—_—__— 


EQUITY’S DILEMMA 





With Frank Gillmore, Equity’s 
prez, on the way to California Ly 
order of his physician, Kenneth 
Thomson of the Screen Actors’ 
Guild motoring east on a vacation 
trip, the actual reorganization of the 
Associated Actors and Artistes (Four 
A’s) still incomplete and the stage 
hands (IATSE) claiming jurisdiction 
over all organized employes in pic- 
tures, including actors, there is a 
muddled situation in stage union 
circles not comparable with any 
condition since they affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor. 

The swiftness with which the 
Four A’s was designated as the ac- 
tive controller of the artist group 
of stage unions isin sharp contrast to 
the let-down on the part of those 
who inspired the movement. Had 
Gillmore not been taken ill nearly 
four weeks ago the present jumble 
might not, have come about. 

When Equity announced it had 
revoked its jurisdiction of radio in 
order that a new union could be 
formed in the field, it was by the 
decision of the council, not the gen- 
eral membership which it is under- 
stood should have considered the 
matier, That move, however, 
seemed to clear the field at the 
moment but there are doubiers in 
Equity as to the course pursued. 

Gillmore is supposed to have a 
contract for five years as the ‘ex- 
ecutive director’ of the Four A's, a 
newly conceived post, but the paper 
has never been signed by the or- 
ganization’s executive secretary but 
was probably signatured by himself 
as president. The Four A’s has yet 
to set up the mechanicism whereby 
it can be financed and the member 
unions have not yet signified an in- 
tention to do so. 


Stage Hands’ Coup? 


The move on tie part ot the IA 
on the Coast came as a complete 
surprise to Equity. No word was 
sent the actors’ officials of the stage 
hands’ plan. No word was _ sent 
Equity either by the SAG and 
several days after the indicated coup 
by IA was made, Thomson was on 
his way east. SAG nor its close af- 
filiate has indicated that either would 
relinquish jurisdiction of actors in 
pictures and the New York end is 
wondering what it is all about or 
whether the IA is btiuffing. 

George E. Browne, the IA head, 
was closeted with Gillmore and 
Thomson about a month ago, but 
whether the stage hands’ leader 


(Continued on page 56) 
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Yiddish Shows, Films 





| 

Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 

| Switch in policies of two houses 
here has Yiddish legit in one and 
Yiddish pix in other. 

Walnut street theatre, which last 
year had flesh company, has opened 
season with ‘Al Chet,’ all-Jewish 
dialog film with English subtitles. 
House will feature Yiddish and other 
foreign language pix this year. 


Lincoln, which for years had been 
colored vaude house, has repertory 
company installed by Hebrew Ac- 
tors’ Union. Opened Wednesday (15) 
with ‘Girl Wanted,’ a Yiddish mu- 
sicomedy. Play was directed and 
staged by Anshel Schorr, manager of 
Yiddish Arch Street Theatre here 
for 18 years. Opened to full house. 


‘VIRGINIA’ GETS 
COMEDY HYPO 





Book of ‘Virginia’ operetta at the 
Center, Radio City, N. Y., in process 
of revision, and while the story will 
remain the same restaging has start- 
ed. Intent is to inject laughs into 
the performance and for that pur- 
pose Harry Wagstaff Gribble has 
been retained to handle rehearsals, 
which are being held almost daily. 

Owen Davis, who collaborated on 
the book with Laurence Stallings, is 
brothing the story. Stallings depart- 
ed for Hollywood after the show’s 
debut, starting on a termer with 
Metro. 


Theatre Guild’s 407, 
Subscriber Increase 
Augurs Good Road 














Announcement by the Theatre 
Guild that it expected a 40% increase 
in the number of out-of-town sub- 
scriptions, indicated an upbeat in 
theatre attendance impends. That 
impression has been further support- 
ed by the business drawn by the 
road companies of ‘You Can’t Take 


It With You,’ ‘Brother Rat’ and 
‘Room Service’ at their starting 


stands. 


This season the Guild has slightly 
over 20,000 subscribers in New York. 
although the books will be open until 
Thanksgiving. Boost out-of-town is 
credited in some degree to the tour 
of Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
in ‘Idiot’s Delight,’ also the wide 
publicity given their appearance on 
the Coast in the new show, ‘Amphi- 





tryon 38.’ 





Agreement between Broadway 





Paul McGrath, who had been in the | 


manent choice, after which he will | 


|; Managers and musicians is about to 
be signed, but the stagehands’ union 
is at loggerheads with the showmen 


and insist that the wage scale that 
applied in 1930 plus extras be re- 
stored in total. 

Musicians’ contract has 
somewhat revised but the 
the same as applied for the past year 
or so. 
change in the minimum of 16 men 
in the pit. Idea is to have that n:i1- 
imum apply to all houses with 1.11 
instead of 1,006 


been 


jor more capacity 


scale is | 


Manavers have asked for a} 





Mors, Mulling Deckhand Demands: 


;  é . rather than a strike. 
shown that stage hands, also 450 
Fa y 0 ay usicians e | Equity members, had complied with 
} 
“ . j 


ment is lifted from moderately sized 

| theatres, the incentive to present in- 
| timate musicals in such spots will 
follow. 

Managers appear steamed up over 
the stagehands’ demands on broken 
time, mostly as applied to show 
work. They have restored the cuts 
otherwise, but claim the broken time 
|}demands makes for too heavy an 
impost. There is some talk of mak- 
ling productions out of town to elim- 
jinate broken time costs, but no 


| ment ta that if the 16 men require- 


| 


; manager is known to have decided | 


on such a move. 


For Two Philly Houses’ 


Equity Members Override Council, 
Rescind Fines in WPA Stoppage 


Indicated as an administration 
| setback was the reversal of Equity’s 
(17) at the first 


quarterly meeting of the actors as- 


| counedl last Friday 
| 


| sociation, when majority attending 
' 

| voted to erase the demerit marks 
| against some 50 members who dis- 
obeyed orders and participated in 
| the WPA strike last summer. Per- 
formances had been forced to sus- 
pend for one night in protest of the 
reduction in the Federal Theatre 


Project ordered by Washington. 


Those involved had been fined $50 
but the fines were suspended with 
the stipulation that a ‘black mark’ 
had been placed on the membership 
record of those ‘punished.’ Warning 
was a!so issued that further infrac- 
tions would lead to more stringent 
measures, Equity realized that the 
fines were uncollectable, unless 
those affected left the relicf theatre 
and secured regular state engage- 
ments. 

Although it was expected that the 
mecting would be productive of res- 
olutions touching a number of mat- 
ters, nearly the entire afternoon 
was consumed with the WPA con- 
troversy. It was the first time that 
a council aetion had been reversed 
at an open meeting and there js a 
possibility that the matter will be 
ordered decided by referendum since 
the session was not regarded adce- 
quately representative of the gen- 
eral membership. There were only 
127 qualified to vote, 95 favoring the 
reversal. Alleged that the meeting 
was packed by friends of those in- 
volved,. there being 580 on hand 
most of them non-paying members, 
being excused because of being on 
WPA. 

Provision for Protest 


Equity leaders point out that the 





constitution makes provision for 
protest action such as that which 
occurred, The advantage was talcen 
when that clause was dug out by 
sympathizers, said to be of the fac- 
tion in Equity which has opposed 
the administration for several years. 
A statement in defense of the strike 
action was submitted for publication 
in Equity’s monthly, which, how- 
ever, has already been published. 
Article was headed ‘Are We Guilty?’ 


Contention was made that the 
members did not strike but refused 
to cross picket lines claimed to have 
been formed by sevcral affiliated 
stage unions. At the ‘trials’ held by 
the council on several occasions, re- 
quired because not all could be 
present at the same time, it was fur- 
ther contended“that they never saw 
the telegraphic order not to partici- 
pate in the strike, signed by Frank 
Gillmore. They secured legal opin- 
ions to the effect that Equity had no 
power to order them not to work 
under such conditions, insisted that 
they did not strike nor picket and 
argued that the Amcrican Fedecra- 
tion of Labor has not disciplined 
members because of sympathy ex- 
tended to wokers on strike. 

Equity officers, however, ex- 
pressed a different viewpoint. They 
claim that the 50 involved were 
identified as a group which had 
been agitating in WPA circles and 
that other members of the relief 
theatre payroll had requested coun- 
cil to issue the order, so that the 
Equity position be clarified in that 
situtation, referred to as a ‘stoppage’ 

It was also 





the order and walked through picket 
lines, although they did not perform 
| that evening. 


Fed’s Al Fresco Plays 
Drew 60,000 on Coast 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 


Six Federal Theatre Project offer- 
tings at the Greek Theatre in Griffith 
|park played to audiences of more 
| than 60,000 persons in the summer 
|seeson that closed last week. 








Final aitraction was ‘Merry Wives 
jof Windsor,’ 
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Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Since click of ‘Boy Meets Girl,” ‘Brother Rat’ and more recently ‘Room 
Service,’ the George Abbott office has nixed accepting scripts unless 
through play agencies. Particularly since the success of ‘Room Service,’ the 
average number submitted has risen to more than 15 weekly which had 
each member of Abbott's production staff reading four or five scripts a 


week. 


Most likely plays come through agencies, however, and since the volume 
has grown so heavy, Abbott is refusing to accept those sent direct, unless 


the author is known. 


Of Abbott’s three successes, ‘Boy Meets Girl’ was by the Spewacks, 
recognized playwrights; ‘Brother Rat’ 
Monks, Jr., friends of Garson Kanan, who was at that time on the Abbott 
staff, and ‘Room Service’ by John Murray and Allen Boretz, Hollywood 


writers. 





Charles B. Cochran’s return from 


it is doubtful that he will arrive in time for the four championship fight 
card at the Polo Grounds Thursday 
angling for two Coast stars who are expected to make stage appearances. | time. 


was by Fred Finkelhoffe and John 


the Coast was again delayed, and 





(23). London showman has been | 


pears to have reacted and is the 
cause of his present condition. 

Stated without contingencies that 
Equity’s own matters have not been 
set aside, There are some questioned 
moves, however, including the 
partial ruling out of the burlesque 
artists association, which is not sup- 
posed to operate in New York but 
does so outside the city where bur- 
lesque is recognized as such. The 
curious mix-up has placed Chorus 
Equity in an indecisive position 
what with the American Federation 
of Actors (vaudeville) organizing 
burlesque and night clubs in the 
metropolis but with Chorus Equity 
supposedly having jurisdiction out- 
side the city. 

Within Equity the full realization 
of what has gone on appears not to 
be realized -but there still persists 
opposition to the administration and 
it is liable to crop up again at any 
Fact that Gillmore would 


Anotfer reason for him staying in Hollywood a few days longer was | technically leave the presidency has 


the billing of the Cole Bros.-Beatty 
to a friend: 


‘I must stay because I have never seen Clyde Beatty. 


circus, About that Cochran wrote | 


A circus tent 


has always had an irresistible lure for me and on many occasions I have 
left the train while on a long trip because I had seen a circus set up 


en route.’ 





Ruth Benedict, p.a. for the Bureau of New Plays, which has Hollywood 
sponsorship, explains Theresa (Terry) Helburn’s occasional sally into the 
playwriting field. Miss Helburn, a director of the Theatre Guild, and also 
the play bureau competitions, finds time to be an author, since ‘being an 


author is a theatrical disease of the 
demic.’ 


virus variety amounting to an epi- 


Miss Helburn’s new work, ‘A Hero Was Born,’ which is to be presented 
by the WPA theatre project, was of course in no way connected with the 
bureau's competitions which are restricted to young college grads. 





For first time in 


Pittsburgh’s road 


history, a legit attraction has 


started advertising in local newspapers more than two months ahead of 


playing date. 


Show is Helen Hayes’ ‘Victoria Regina,’ and although it 


doesn’t reach Pittsburgh’s Nixon until Nov. 22, Thanksgiving week, good- 
sized ads in three dailies over week-end warned prospective customers to 


send in mail orders early. 
the top for touring attractions. 


In past, two weeks’ advance billing has been 
Furthermore, ‘Regina’ ads broke even 


before Nixon’s legit season opened on Monday (20) with ‘Star Wagon.’ 





Alex Yokel is out as lessee of the Fulton, N. Y., which he secured last 


year. Lease expired Sept. 1. 


Actually the Minsky-Herk interests had the 


theatre under sub-lease from Yokel and intended planting two-a-day bur- 


lesque in the house. 
sloughed. 


Soon after they took possession burlesque was 


Yokel used the corporate name of the Three Men Theatres Co. in oper- 
ating the Fulton, where he presented ‘Love From a Stranger’ which flivved. 
His leases on theatres in Philadelphia and Detroit are said to have also 


expired. 





Nearly the entire single setting for ‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ George M. 
Cohan’s new musical starrer which Sam H. Harris is producing, is being 


rebuilt. 


It was planned to rehearse the show within the set at the Music 


Box, N. Y., where ‘Right’ will be shown, but measurements were found to 


be incorrect and all but the back cyc, 


a painted silhouette, was dismantled. 


Fault was not the designer’s, since the authors-and manager passed on 


the sketches and figures, 
nut. 


Extra cost entailed will be added to production 





Guthrie McCilntic stated that he picked Buffalo for the unveiling of 
‘Star Wagon’ because he considered it ‘just about the right distance’ from 


Broadway. 


‘It’s far enough away to discourage the wrecking crew,’ McClintie added, 
with the Buffalo dailies doing handsprings to explain that the ‘wrecking 
crew’ comprised the Broadway critics and columnists who have been 
known to tear a play apart before it was fairly put together,’ 





Gallery Boys of the Lambs tossed first party of season Monday (20) with 


Jack Norworth as main guest. 


Occasion was his appearance in 


‘On 


Location’ which is due in the Ritz Friday (24), Premiere was carded 
for Monday and when postponed it was decided to go ahead with the 


get-to-gether on schedule anyhow. 


Event was held in the Steifitz restaurant across the street from the 


club, because women were present. 





Notices asking all actors to support Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia, of N, Y., 
in last Thursday’s (16) p®imary election, were posted backstage in Broad- 
way legit houses last week. Daniel Frohman signatured the appeal. 

Reason given for actors’ support of LaGuardia was his help to Frohman 


in Actors’ Fund affairs, 





Scott Moore, former roadshow entrepreneur, plans to start out of the 


red this season by acting. 


He has annexed himself to the payroll of 


‘On Location,’ current at the Ritz, N. Y. Ditto for Mark Linder, who has 
eamphored several manuscripts to strut his stuff in the same show, 





Rev. Lewis Nichols of Trinity Church, Broadway and Wall street, N. Y., 
who was buried Monday (20), was the father of Lewis N. Nichols, drama 


editor of the N. Y, Times. 








| Muddled Unions 








(Continued from page 55) 





hinted what his plans were, is not 
known, Indicated that Browne used 
the same general theory that led 
Thomson to present the reorganiza- 
tion of the actor union set-up, a 
secretive proceeding known only to 
himself, Gillmore and one or two 
close associates. Even Paul Dulzell, 
who will take over Gillmore’s duties 
officially and is so doing actually at 
this time, was not in on the know. 
When the new Four A’s set-up was 
announced there were all manner of 
related plans pointing to a closer 
affiliation between Equity and all 
unions within the scope of the 
amusement field. What has been 
done to complete any such arrange- 
ments is not known and Gillmore’s 
absence has left that up in the air 
too. Gillmore appears to have be- 
come involved in too many projects 





not actually connected with Equity 
and the 70-year-old leader could not 
stand the strain. 


Gillmore’s Disaffection 

Stated that Gillmore was ill with 
a heavy cold, Early last week he 
counted on attending the council 
meeting but was ordered to remain 
abed, He was to have conducted the 
first quarterly Equity meeting Fri- 
day (17) but the evening before he 
went aboard the President Adams, 
placed in charge of the ship's doc- 
tor, a friend of his physician, It ap- 
pears that he ran a fever on the 
slightest provocation and a eom- 
plete rest from office duties was 
prescribed. Gillmore was deeply in- 
terested in the American Theatre 
Council, which too will probably be 
dormant while he is inactive. He 
devoted much effort to the WPA fed- 
eral theatre situation as affecting 
Equity people and his sudden con- 
sent to become the spark plug to the 
new Four A’s scheme aroused sur- 
prise among his intimates, The bur- 
den of work which he assumed ap- 


not mollified the objectors. The 
Four A’s was supposed to establish 
offices and form a staff by Novem- 
ber 1 but the prez probably will not 
return to the city much before that 
date since he plans attending the 


AF.L. meeting in Denver next 
month. 
Gillmore’s disaffection therefore 


has resulted in a maze of loose ends 
to be tied up, if and when. In his 
absence ne one in the Equity or- 
ganization seems to know what pro- 
cedure should be followed. It is 
possible that the council will con- 
sider ways and means but if it was 
Thomson’s idea that another visit 
to New York would help, there is 
little indication that he can solve the 
puzzle without Giilmore. 
Thomson was credited 
idea of reorganizing the 
and paving the way for the radio 
union which later may be more 
populous than any of the Four A’s 
member unions. There is, too, the 
problem of interchangeability of 
memberships, that being one of the 
problems left on the desk when Gill- 
more became ill of indicated nervous 
exhaustion. 


YIDDISH PLAYS 


Brothers Ashkenazi 


with the 
Four A's 








Tragedy in two acts (17 scenes) by [. J. 
Singer, dramatized by Singer and Maurice 
Schwartz; starring Schwartz; staged by 
Schwartz; music, Verdina Shlionsky; sets 
and costumes, Alexander Chertoff; dances, 
Gluck Sandor; music conducted by Sholom 
Secunda; at Ytéddish Art Theatre (Jolson), 
N, Y., Sept. 20, '37; $2.20 top. 


Cast: Julius Adier, Jerome 
Izidor Casher, Leah Naomi, 


Robbins, 
Victor Marcus, 


Frank Schechtman, Maurice Schwartz, 
Samuel Goldenburg, Gerta Rosen, Helen 
Beverly, Zwee Scooler, Anna Teitelbaum, 
Michael Rosenberg, Liza Silbert, Samuel 


Rudensky, Kurt Katch, Clara Deutschman, 
Moishe Zilberkasten, Janet Brand, Wolf 
Goldfaden, Sonia Gurskaya, Nuchem Brind, 
David Alexander, Bertha Hart, Adolf Er- 
berg, Reuben Wendorf, Norman Gewirtz- 
man, Wolf Goldblum, Jacob Nadler, Esther 
Neroslavskaya, Elizabeth Charney, Reuben 
Dorf, Moishe Strassberg, Aaron Sternberg, 
Hirsh Kirshman, Philo Bira, Zwee Stern, 
Miriam Wajda, Celia Lipzin, Sonia Berman, 
William Krause, Yudel Dubinsky, Zeb Gold, 
Leonard Zurit, Shloyme Krause, Arthur 
Spencer, Nuchen Brind, Robert Harris, 
Reuben Wendorf, Leon Kirsky, Jacob 
Shuchman, Morris Zilberkasten, A, Erb- 
siein, 





I, J. Singer, who wrote the novel, 
‘Yoshe Kalb,’ which Maurice 
Schwartz turned into the biggest 
play hit in recent Yiddish theatre 
history, also wrote ‘Brothers Ashke- 
nazi. And again Schwartz has 
turned the trick for him in a play 
version. ‘Ashkenazi’ is completely 
different in text matter from ‘Kalb’; 
it hasn’t any of the mystical quali- 
ties of the older click, but it has 
depth and color and movement. It 
should be a resounding success. 

_As is true with all novels, espe- 
cially long ones, when transferred to 
the stage, there is an overabundance 
of plot and situation in the play. It 
strikes as a bit long-winded and fre- 
quently unnecessarily so. This will 
undoubtedly be taken care of by 
time. Yiddish Art Theatre is unfor- 
tunate, somewhat, in that it opened 
this play in N, Y. cold, sans even 
dress rehearsals. When some scenes 
are cut, as they undoubtedly will be; 
when some technical difficulties are 
figured out, ‘Ashkenazi’ will dis- 
tinctly enthrall its auditors. 

I. J. Singer, a compaartively young 
man (‘Yoshe Kalb’ was his first 
novel), has established himself as an 
international literary figure with his 
second book. It is a study of indus- 
trial life in a small town in Poland 
and is interested in the economic 
structure rather than the spiritual, 
as was true in his first work. Itisa 
broad canvas he has chosen, and he 
handles it excellently. Perhaps it is 
a fault that the play vggsion. too, at- 
tempts to depict the ee: structure 
from the very beginning, but certain- 
ly it makes unusually effective thea- 
re. 

Two generations of Ashkenazi are 
shown briefly before the family im- 
mediately centering the play is 
called upon. Thus a distinct novel- 
ish trick of background is built’ up. 
Then the boys are born, twin broth- 
ers, and are shown in a couple of 





scenes as boys. One is ambitious and 
calculating; the other honest and 


persevering. Neither is any too re- 
ligiously minded, in contrast to their 
surroundings. 

By various stages Simchas Meyer, 
the cute one, works his way up to 
the very topnotch pinnacle as a om 
factory owner, losing friends a 
caste as he goes along. His brother, 
Jacob Bunin, on the other hand, does 
quite well on his own, but retaining 
his principles of pride and honor, It 
all goes up in smoke with the coming 
of the war, revolution, etc., and Sim- 
cha Meyer comes to his senses, but 
too late, after he has ruined his life 
as well as that of all his immediate 
family. Death of both -brothers is 
the finale. 

Difficult in a short review resume 
to give any notion of the strength 
and poignancy of the plot and its 
portrayal. Lots of it is dull and 
windy, but it is shot through with 
rich, meaty scenes which cannot help 
but grip. 

Schwartz, in his usual triple role 
of author-director-star, is as accom- 
plished as always. He is tops in 
Yiddish legit, and there’s no way of 
getting around that. His acting here, 
as Simcha Meyer, is a bit on the ob- 
vious side, but such scenes as the one 
at the telephone, when he conspires 
to buy a baronetcy for gentiles in 
order to get his first boost on the 
ladder of prosperity, are unforget- 
table. And his direction is beyond 
reproach. Especially good is he, in 
this capacity, on big scenes. And 
there are many such. He has asem- 
bled a strong supporting cast and has 
not minced in the number of super- 
numeraries. 

Lighting and scenic structure are 
not as imaginative as they were in 
*Yoshe Kalb’ and others of his pro- 
ductions, but still head and shoulders 
above average. 

Samuel Goldenburg, 4 topnotch 
Yiddish actor (he was with the Thea- 
tre Guild in a play or two) is with 
Schwartz for the first time, handling, 
and very well, the part of the twin 
brother. Isidor Cashier is outstand- 
ing as the elder Ashkenazi. Gerta 
Rosen, a German refugee making her 
American debut as Schwartz’s wife, 
manages to give color and depth to a 
difficult role. Michael Rosenberg 
does a bit with his usual distinction. 
Kurt Katch, another German refu- 
gee, is aces in the part of the gentile 
industrialist. Anna Teitelbaum. is 
unusually lovely as Goldenburg’s 
wife. There are many other bits 
played to the hilt, but too tough to 
spot or credit in the long cast. 

Interpretative score accompanies 
the action and helps considerably. 
Scenery is imaginative and colorful. 
plus being unusually adaptable, all 
scene changes being made swiftly 
and with precision. Lighting on the 
opening night needed more rehearsal, 
but seemed to suggest that, when it 
works, it will be topnotch. Katf. 


MEIN MALKELE 


(‘My Malkele’) 


Operetta in 2 acts (7 scenes) by William 


Siegel; music, Abraham Elistein; lyrics, 
Jacob Jacobs; dances, Rose Gordon; set- 
tings, Michal Saltzman; staged by Irving 
Honigman; produced under personal di- 
rection of Jacob Kalich; at Public, N. Y., 
beginning Wed., Sept, 15, ‘87. Secale, 
$2.20 top. 

Reb Taseri......0¢ eeees+Michael Wilensky 
Malkele ..... See RBeee etree Molly Picon 


Chaye Toltze....ssccesses. Pauline Hoffman 
Yukel Simche@...e..eeee008.Hyman Prizant 





Chaim Nissel....... ° sees. Jacob Zanger 
Wan 2 ci codecs eee +» Yakob Sussanoff 
GE ads aso ssneeen cosesees- Gertie Bulman 
Dvoyra Lapidus...........-Rose Greenfield 
MOM ccc ccose Cheeeescoosere Aaron Lebedeff 
Sidmey ....e0e eescetcosesess+-Sam Josephson 
UNOS ng +4:f404 34% seeces Tillie Rabinowitz 
Isaac Butch..,.. sescccescees dacoh Wexler 
Teamsater .ccoccccococseccesess -H.. Shiesser 
Wares. SOW. 6kn06 caeene eeseees Willie Secunda 
Second Jew...cesccsecsecscess-A. Sternberg 
A Mother....ecseee eoceesess-Kva Franklin 





Certainly the librettos of Yiddish 
operettas are not expected to be 
taken seriously by those who patron- 
ize them. And those who buy tickets 
for this one will be attracted by the 
performance, mostly Molly Picon, 
whose personal charm, vivacity and 
skill are such as to assure a long, 
successful engagement. On the funny 
side and the serious side both, Miss 
Picon stands out. 

Miss Picon is the First Lady of the 
Yiddish theatre and has been for a 
decade or more, even at her modest 
age. She and her director-manager- 
husband, Jacob Kalich, have demon- 
strated their acumen for selecting a 
supporting cast capable of giving an 
entertaining performance, such as to 
stand out in the Yiddish theatre. 
Notable in this respect is Aaron 
Lebedeff, no longer a juve, but who 
Surpasses in poise and general per- 
formance all others in the suppert- 
ing cast. 

Miss Picon is supposedly the 
granddaughter of a rabbi of a small 
European town. Lebedeff is an 
American who once _ loved her 
mother, now dead. Miss Picon is 
enamored of the handsome village 
musician who offs to a career in the 
States. Her grandfather is compell- 
ing the girl to marry some one she 
doesn’t love, just as he compelled 
her mother, formerly, to give up 
Lebedeff. Lebedeff, thinking his old 
flame still alive, hies to Europe, finds 
Molly and, in one of those fateful 
moments, substitutes himself for the 
groom, thus saving Molly from 
having to wed the wrong man. They ! 
are to be divorced when reaching 
the States so she can marry her 
musician. 

Of course, Lebedeff falls heavily 
for Molly, and the musician by this 
time has wed another, so everything 
winds up jake. 

Naturally this tale about a 20- 








year-old girl falling for a man who 





— 


once almost married her mother, is 
transparently false, from start to 
finish, so that it cannot be taken as 
reality. It’s the usual type of operetta 
plot, light, and offering no mental 
impression, or pretending to do so. 
ithout Miss Picon the show 
would be just another Yiddish play, 

Kalich’s direction is expert. Work. 
ing conditions of the Yiddish thea- 
tre are such that a director’s lot is 
just about the toughest. Players are 
hired in quantity and under mini- 
mum scales, regardless of what kind 
of play is in store or available. 
Generally it’s the rule, rather than 
the exception, that a director must 
fit the part to a performer, rather 
than the reverse. Under such con- 
ditions, what Kalich has accomplished 
is notable. 

Lebedeff, as polished and experi- 
enced a player in the Yiddish thea- 
tre as there is, nevertheless is 
noticeably brighter when foils for 
Miss Picon. Same for the other 
players, of whom Tillie Rabinowitz, 
Gertie Bulman and Hyman Prizant 
are best. 

Like Yiddish shows generally, the 
dialog is sprinkled with smatterings 
of English parody and chatter, but 
with a nicety that bespeaks com- 
mendation for all concerned. 

This is a high class performance 
in every respect, and among the best 
Yiddish operettas ever produced. 

Shan. 


Ven Zwei Hertzen Lieben 
(‘When Two Hearts Love’) 


Operetta in two acts, 12 scenes, by Isidor 
Friedman and Simon Wolf; music, Sholom 
Secunda; lyrics, Jacob Jacobs; directed by 
Michal Michalesko; dances, Sol Josephson. 
At the McKinley Square Theatre, Bronx, 
N. Y., beginning Sept. 15, “37; $1.65 top, 
Rebecca Glick. cccccccccess Nadya Dranova 
BAM. cs csccese Co eecceresseress -Max Lasky 
Eather Lampert ..cccccccscccced Anna Levine 
BBE icc inincdctccussctes ecee..- Lucy Levin 
Abraham Kaspe..... eese... Leon Schachter 
Sidney Kasrs.....e0ee0e0e+-Michal Michalesko 
GREE. vc ccese Se oecoces Charlotte Goldstein 
Maxie........ eeeoccccces sets Chaim’! Parnes 
Doctor Lak. sssccsccoccsssssssseci Abe Lax 
Anetta......cccsccoceee francis Weintraub 
Fy Mamm.ccecesecsesesss. 0l Josephson 

ire Bren. .ceccsscvcccosece:4 Annie Lubin 
William Beck..cecsseees seeees David Dank 
Jacob. . cee seeeseresees eseeess.Max Rosen 
AbGul, oo siccduec Se cbeecece ese-- Max Henig 





Undistinguished stuff. Neither the 
book nor the music impresses. Much 
of the performance is amateurish, 
particularly the line, which varied 
from 7% to 9 girls, here and there, 
so that the play hardly rates com- 
ment. A bit of realism attempted by 
having a donkey on the stage went 
cuckoo when the donk balked and 
had to be coaxed off the stage. Bad 
staging and the engagement will 
depend on the draw of Michal 
Michalesko and Lucy Levin, leading 
performers. Ran four hours opening 
night, too long in any language. 

It’s a flow of plots and counter- 
plots, with and without cause. 

Michalesko, still the juvenile, is 
in love with a girl who leaves Pal- 
estine and promises to wed another, 


But she reneges when Michalesko, - 


thought lost, returns to the States. 
Swindlers frame him and he goes 
nuts in a most peculiar scene, then 
and quite suddenly the play changes 
for him, The swindlers are un- 
masked and Michalesko and Miss 
Levin clinch for a finale fadeout. 

But the length of time which the 
play consumes in telling this story 
to music, song and dances is much 
too long and badly handled, Neither 
settings nor the costumes are dis- 
tinguished. Neither form nor grace- 
fulness seems to have been consid- 
ered in picking the line. Only Miss 
Levin possesses acceptable singing 
voice. 

The humor is forced. Between 
scenes, and en scene, performers 
present specialties, mostly of a low- 
down kind. 

On the whole this is the kind of a 
show to hasten the decline of the 
Yiddish theatre, which is already 
wobbly, and the manner in which 
the show is handled and presented 
is hardly creditable in big-time the- 
atre. 

Customers were visibly uncom- 
fortable over the long stretch, on 
opening night. Bad ventilation 
didn’t help, either, Shan. 


YOSEL AND HIS WIVES 


~ 
Musical comedy in two actat10 scenes), 
starring Menasha Skulnit«., music by Joseph 
Rumshinsky; howk by L. Freiman; lyrics 





by Jaidas VAllian; staging by Skulnik; 
dances by L. Galpern; sets by J. Tunkle; 
at Second Ave. theatre, N, Y., Sept. 15, 
"37; $2.20 top. 
Edward Mendoza............-- Moses Feder 
ce4600b0666094b8600cbo kota Leon Gold 
oo ana EE OT ere er Barats 
Rebecca Mendoza........... Sarah Skulnik 
Nellie OPPCGMAM. «csdcecccsect Anna Toback 
Gnendel ub. odebaeatend »Anne Thomashefsky 
NURS s 0 404's060848 e060 Menasha Skulnik 
Moishe Meyer...........0.....-.Sam Kasten 
Ns 5 ees ¢kesen ceoneene ha Goldie Eisman 
a, aaa Coeecvecces Fania Rubina 
Grisha Bodansky..... jdidieeadee Harry Feld 
SE Fe eee ae Leon Kadison 
SOs 5060666) 608066400 5 Dave Levenson 
Menasha Skulnik and Joseph 
Rumshinsky make an_ excellent 
combo. The former is now estab- 
lished as Yiddish legit’s funniest 


comic and the latter is still, as he 


‘has been for many years, the top 


composer of that sector and well up 
on a par with composers generally 
anywhere. Two got together in a 
musical comedy venture three years 
ago, clicked and should continue to 
do so. 

This new show of theirs is noth- 


(Continued on page 57) 
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$13,000 Just Noses Cants’ 126’s 





Celenge, Zork. a. 
ings are popping right along in 
teat ee these avs. Another new 
show entered the lists, and now 
there are three shows in town, And 
all doing well, thank you. ‘The 
Women’ started gabbing on Sunday 
night (19) at the Erlanger and looks 
a cinch as box-office magnetism. 

‘Brother Rat’ is settling down to a 
run at the Selwyn, while ‘You Can’t 
fake It with You’ shows no signs of 
jeaving town at all ; 

With the shows beginning to pile 
in, there is a rising squawk of lack 
of available theatres. They’re always 
looking for some kind of alibi for 
legit around here. If it isn’t the de- 

ression, it’s theatres. Maybe some 

y they'll run out of reasons. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn (1,000; $2.75) 
(5th week). Getting a steady trade, 
and with conventions in town, has 
good backing. Better than $13,000 
again last week, in the money. 

‘The Women,’ Erlanger (1,300; 
$2.75) (ist week). Opened Sunday 
(19) and will jam ’em, from indica- 
tions, on its four-week schedule 
here. 

‘You Can't Take It with You,’ Har- 
ris (1,000; $2.75) (33d week), Taking 
everything in its stride and remark- 
able at present $12,400 pace. 

WPA 


‘Monesh,’ Great Northern, Yid- 
dish folk pageant. 

One-act series, Princess. Four 
one-acters. 

‘The Straw,’ Blackstone. Eugene 


"Neill oldie scheduled for opening 
ortly. 


YOSEL AND HIS WIVES 


(Continuee from page 56) 

ing to rave about. It is a hash of 
everything that has ever been done. 
But it is genuinely entertaining (if 
originality is not looked for or ex- 
pected) and, for the strata of public 
at which it is aiming, should do 
okay at the b.o. 

L. Freiman gets program credit 
for writing the book. If he is get- 
tiny any royalties it is not for his 
writing, but rather for his ingenuity 
in pasting together previously used 
notions. Not that they make any 
sense as hooked up. They don’t. But 
then, does it matter? There are 
laughs, there are songs, there are 
dances and there are girls. 

Skulnik is still an A-1 comic. He 
is a gent who is not a natural come- 
dian. Started off in serious drama, 
oo. realized there is more coin in 
aughs, so studiously went out to fig- 
ure out what makes people laugh. 
He knows the answer. He hasn’t 
missed a show on Broadway or any- 
where else in years. He admits it, 
not that he has to; it’s obvious from 
the gags and business he picked up 
as he went along, 

Since he is also co-manager of the 
company it is distinctly to his credit 
that he has picked a cast to back 
him up which is very strong; more 
so than actually was necessary. Thus, 
for instance, there are three so- 

ranos in the show, Anna Toback, 

ania Rubina and Goldie Eisman. 
Miss Toback is personable with a 
none-too-strong voice. Miss Rubina 
a lovely, though small voice; she 
more or less the top featured 
player, but has a completely vacuous 
personality which simply does not 
¢ross the foots. Miss Eisman is love- 
y to look at and has a voice to boot, 
ut is miscast. 
Leon Gold, excellent baritone, isn’t 
ny too well spotted nor has he the 
ind of material he can handle. He'll 
do better as the show warms up. 
Marty Baratz, who’s been uptown 
vaude, is an A-1l dancer. But 
Second avenue being what it is, and 
umshinsky being a co-manager and 
a composer, doesn’t care anything 
about dancing; he wants his music 
sung, so he can hear it . That makes 
the curious situation of Baratz sing- 
a duet with an excellent singer 
Gold and both automatically 
knocking one another off. Baratz 
oes get a chance to do a bit of a 
ce in the second act and socks 
elean with it. But that singing! 

There are a lot of other bit people 

d minor roles, best of whom is 

rah Skulnik, the star’s missus. 

As for Rumshinsky’s music, it is 
up to his average, which is mighty 
pes There isn’t a bar of it which 
S unreconizable and the cognoscenti 
may even be able to tell you where 
it stems from—but there are mighty 
€w around who can do it as well, 
and that goes for Romberg or who 
ave you? Kauf. 


Town Hall Bookings 


Advance list of events for October 
at Town Hall, N. Y., calls for 35 
Concerts, seven lectures and three 
meetings. Highlight dates are Leo- 
nora Corona, soprano; Roland Hayes, 
tenor; Walter Gieseking, pianist, and 
two appearances by Richard Tauber, 

uropean concert and film tenor. 

Series opens Sept. 28 and is man- 
®ged by Kenneth Klein. 

















‘REGINA’ MOPS UP 


Helen Hayes’ Starrer Gets $27,500 in 
New England 








New Haven, Sept. 21, 
Following a two-night sellout in 
Hartford which grossed $13,500, ‘Vic- 
toria Regina’ (Helen Hayes) com- 
pleted its second road engagement at 
Shubert here with three smash 


weekend performances estimated at 
close to $14,000. 

Show was originally set as season 
opener here, but tryout of ‘Honor 
Bright’ was hurried in ahead, with 
only mediocre results as a lid-lifter, 

‘Lady Has a Heart’ (‘Jean’) cur- 
rently first half, with Marta Abba in 
‘Tovarich’ last half. 


Rat Gives Wash. 
OK Start With 
Raves, $13,000 


Washington, Sept. 21. 

Capital’s only Jegit spot began sea- 
son with bang last week with 
‘Brother Rat’ at the National pulling 
around $13,000 at $2.20 top. Critics 
went overboard for comedy as per- 
fect opener, 

Current is pre-Broadway week of 
Gertrude Lawrence, whom they 
were still applauding for ‘Tonight at 
8:30,’ in ‘Susan and God,’ Next week 
still blank and then it’s first Ameri- 
can Theatre Society show, ‘Madame 
Bovary. Week of Oct. 11 is open, 
and on Oct. 18 it’s ‘Amphitryon 38.’ 

With ATS subscriptions double 
same time last year, balcony being 
almost clean for six ATS shows, and 
house forced to close books on sea- 
son reservations to keep from tying 
up too many seats, spot looks all set. 

Theatre has been completely reno- 
vated with new seats on orch and 
first balcony floors, new carpets and 
modern ventilating system, as step 
teward eventual air-conditioning. 


WPA 


—_——— 


Like Falling Leaves 
Hollywood, Sept. 9. 


Play in three acts by Giuseppe Giacosa. 











Presented by the Federal ‘Theatre, directed 
by Max Pollock. Translated from the Ital- 
ian by Edith and Allan Updegraff. Edited 


by Edwin Bjorkman and produced at the 
Hollywood Playhouse, 

Giovanni Rosani,.......Joseph De Stefani 
Giulia. ,ccccrececcccccccceses. Margot Duse 
TOMMY ceccccccvccccceccess,++ Philip Dekin 


Nennele...cecccccceccces Beatrice Newport 
Menora Laurisscccccseesesee Cecile Elliott 
Signora Irene. .ccccecsceversss: Kay Tracey 
Mme. Lablanche.......... Martina Pawley 
Helmer Strile..ccccccccesess:: Hall Taggart 
An Old Artist...ee..0..Maurice Schullman 
Andrea. .eoes Cerroccoccerss Charles Millard 
Gaspare..cccccesss Giuseppine Gilombardo 
Lucia....+e. Oceveceacreereres Lillian Arden 
Dressmaker’s Assistant......+.- Sally Jones 
Marta.ccccccscccecs eccecd Adelaide Melnotte 
A GYOOM.,.ccccccsccoccceses- Charles Edler 
MOMMMERO co cicccccccesscesees Donald Murray 
Porters—Frank Kelton, Charles Lloyd and 
John Riley. 





WPA continues its improvement 
in the staging of legit drama here 
and ‘Like Falling Leaves’ is by far 
the best, in casting, direction and 
general production, to come out of 
the Federal theatre on the Coast in 
months. While not exciting drama, 
piece offers good entertainment for 
most any type of audience. 

Story concerns an Italian family, 
suddenly bereft of the ample purse 
it formerly had, and its reactions as 
the members seek readjustment in 
a Swiss mountain cottage. Five lead 
players, through capable perform- 
ances, make the unfolding of the 
story a moving, interesting evening 
in the theatre. 

Losing their home in Milan, the 
family moves to a cottage in Swit- 
zerland, through samaritan instincts 
of a cousin, played by Donald Mur- 
ray, and start the rebuilding of their 
lives. Play, laid in the present time, 
depicts each member's struggle and 
the gradually succumbing of the son 
and stepmother to inner temptations 
for money. Joseph De Stefani, as 
the father, makes his part real, a 
man beaten, but gamely trying to 
regain a foothold and the respect 
and love of his son and daughter. 
Margot Duse, De Stefani’s second 
wife and stepmother of the boy and 
girl, does a good job as the flighty, 
mercenary blonde who likes painting 
and moonlight trysts with artists. 

Philip Dakin does the weak, rich 
man’s son ably, finally giving in to 
the lure of sinful pursuit, despite 
efforts of his sister to reclaim him. 
As the daughter, Beatrice Newport, 
torn by the unrest in her family to 
the point of suicide, manages to be 
convincing. 





Buffalo Gives ‘Wagon’ 
Good 9G on Four Shows 


Buffalo, Sept. 21. 

Buffalo turned out to give Guthrie 
McClintic’s production of ‘The Star 
Wagon,’ second legit attraction of the 
season, a near-capacity gross of 
$9,400 for four performances at the 
Erlanger, 

Figures represent best early sea- 
son legit business since 1929 and in- 
dicate town is reviving as good road 
stand. 


‘DEAD END, 8C'S; 
PACES BALTO 
SEASON 


Baltimore, Sept. 21. 

Baltimore’s legit season got under 
way with a repeat engagement of 
‘Dead End’ at the Maryland, this 
time at a wisely scaled tariff of 
$1.50 top and garnering $8,000 for 
the week. 

This week finds both of the town’s 
legit houses occupied with pre- 
New York playing of the Krimsky’s 
‘In Clover’ at the Maryland and a 
return date of ‘Brother Rat’ at 





Fords. Advance for both reported 
healthy. 
Ford’s, entirely refurbished and 


again under management of John 
Little, is announcing a full schedule 
of attractions running well into 
October. Maryland, independently 
operated and booked by Leonard 
McLaughlin, also reporting plenti- 
tude of attractions. Local press all 
steamed up about possibilities for 
bullish season. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘Dead End,’ Maryland (1,570; $1.50) 
—Pop priced scale and good reaction 
and support from newspapers helped 
maintain a fairly steady pace for 
this repeater to a satisfactory $7,900. 


WOMEN’ $20,000 
WOWS DETROIT 


Detroit, Sept. 21. 

‘The Women’ turned in the biggest 
surprise of the season, for several 
seasons for that matter, here last 
week and coming home with a wal- 
loping $20,000 at the Cass. Other 
plays have done better in past, but 
not with such ease and minus ex- 
tensive bally on ‘nameless’ cast. 

Take was amassed from nine 
shows, at $2.75 top, and amazing part 
of it all was swiftness with which 
performances sold out. Ordinarily, 
an ace attraction here doesn’t sell 
out, if at all, until at least an hour 
before curtain rising. But on Max 
Gordon’s play s.r.o. sign had to be 
hung out as much as a half-day 
ahead on several performances. 

Contributing factor to amazing 
gross was upping of admish to $2.20 
on play’s two matinees, in contrast 
to usual $1.65 on $2.75 shdws, but 
that hardly tells the tale. Word-of- 
mouth on play’s femme gabfest built 
fast on show, and men _ payees 
swarmed into house to get a laugh 
at weaker sex. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘The Women’ (Cass; 1,400; $2.75 
top). Set some sort of a record for 
‘nameless’ cast and novelty play, at 
walloping $20,000 for nine perform- 
ances. No extensive bally, but s.r.o, 
hung out several times half-day be- 
fore scheduled performance. Could 
have stayed for three weeks easily. 
Current is ‘Honor Bright’ for week 
at $2.75 top. 


New Entrants in Hub Not 
Slowing ‘Can’t’s’ 156 Gait 


Boston, Sept. 21. 

Local legit season is really open 
now with two established hits, ‘Vic- 
toria Regina’ and ‘Can’t Take It With 
You,’ plus a new entry ‘To Quito 
and Back,’ starring Sylvia Sidney 
and Leslie Banks. ‘Quits,” under 
Theatre Guild auspices upened Mon- 
day (20) as did ‘Victoria.’ Helen 
Hayes show, ir-for four weeks, had 
tremendous mail order and advance 
sale, due to intensive hinterland 
campaigning. 

‘Room Service’ is skedded for the 
Copley, Oct. 4, indef run. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Blow Ye Winds’ (Shubert) ($2.75) 
(2d wk)—Moved on after two-week 
tryout in better shape generally, but 
still running a bit long. Very fa- 
vorable comment on Henry Fonda’s 
performance, and much satisfaction 
over the play as a whole, , Yet, 
there has been little real rave heard 
on the streets. Dopesters figure it 
for a moderate run on Broadway. 
Final week fair $7,000. 

Can’t Take It With You’ (Plym- 
outh) ($2.20) (24 wk) — Running 
along at zippy gait. Second stanza 
well over $15,000. 
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Legion 


Upbeat | Coesstl Has ‘Em Seine Again; 
Hosts Hurting; 4 Newcomers 





‘Road’ Gets $7,800 On 
Fifth Newark Showing 


Newark, Sept. 21. 

Newark legit season opened sur- 
prisingly strong at the Shubert with 
‘Tobacco Road,’ back for the fourth 
time at this house and fifth time 
locally. With Taylor Holmes starred 
and two-for-ones used only three 
nights of the week, show did $7,800. 

Current attraction: ‘Boy Meets 
Girl,’ second engagement for house. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Tobacce Road’ Shubert (1,960; 50- 
$1.50). Beating its last engagement 
here in the spring by several hun- 
dred dollars, “Tobacco’ upset all pre- 
dictions and rang a splendid $7,800. 
Thursday night house was sold out 
and S R O sign put up for first time 
in several seasons. 


Show Eager Philly 
Gives Room 276s 
On 2 Weeks Stay 


—_——_- —- 





Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 

Scarcity of legit bookings for the 
early season appears to be doubly 
unfortunate since Philly is show 
hungry. 

oom Service’ pulled out of the 
Chestnut Saturday night with $27,- 
000 grossed on its two weeks. Sec- 
ond week’s figure beat the first by 
hitting $14,300 and everybody was 
happy. Thursday matinee was close 
to a sell-out and even the Consti- 
tution Week parade on Saturday 
broke just in time to help the mat 
instead of hurting it. Cool weather 
prevailing all week was also a big 
help. 

Last night found two attractions 
bowing in. Chestnut offered Char- 
lotte Greenwood in ‘Leaning on 
Letty’ and the Erlanger re-lighted 
with “Tobacco Road,’ playing its 5th 
local engagement. ‘Letty’ was orig- 
inally mentioned for only two weeks 
with a Max Gordon try-out to fol- 


low, but latter wasn’t ready and 
Greenwood vehicle now has four 
weeks availabie if biz warrants. Ad- 


vance wasn’t anything terrific but 
first night’s biz was good. 

‘Tobacco Road’ is skedded for two 
weeks and will be followed by a 
single week of ‘The Passing of the 
Third. Foor Back’ revival with 
Walter Hampden. 

The Forrest seems to be. officially 
set to open its season on October 18 
with ‘Victoria Regina.’ Mail order 
sale has been tremendous for the 
Helen Hayes show with every indi- 
cation pointing to three capacity 
weeks, 

The Chestnut’s next booking is 
‘Between the Devil,’ Shubert musi- 
eal try-out on the 18th also. It’s 
listed now for two weeks. This 
would mean that no_ subscription 
play of the American Theatre So- 
ciety will be seen at this house un- 
til November—an unusually late 
start for this organization. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Reom Service’ (Chestnut) (2nd 
week) (1,646; $2.50). Went out with 
banners flying. $14,300 on 2nd and 
last week meant $27,000 on engage- 
ment and that spelt plenty of profit. 
‘Leaning on Letty’ this week for pos- 
sible four-week run, 


‘HEAVEN’ WEAK IN S. F; 
‘ROOM’ EXTENDING RUN 


San Francisco, Sept. 21. 

Walter Huston’s new starrer, ‘Miles 
of Heaven,’ looks like a turkey, the 
first week's take at the Curran thea- 
tre being very disappointing. David 
Hertz has written a play which is 
definitely Little theatre stuff. Beau- 
tifully acted and staged, ‘Miles of 
Heaven’ is limited in its appeal. Con- 
siderable re-writing has been done 
by Hertz since its world preem in 
Santa Barbara several weeks ago, 
but it still drags. Set to open in 
Los Angeles, following its engage- 
ment here, the run in the South is 
now up in the air pending Walter 
Huston’'s decision on staying in the 
cast. 

Local company playing in ‘Room 
Service’ is surpassing units playing 
in this play in other parts of the 
country. Business has been so 
gratifying at the Geary theatre that 
the comedy will be held for a fifth 
week. 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Room Service,’ Geary (3d week) 
(1,700; $2.50). Fine $9,500 in third 
stanza, with two more to go before 
moving on to Los Angeles. 

‘The Miles of Heaven,’ Curran (ist 
week) (1,500; $2.50). 
Beckhard’s. new production, with 
Walter Huston, Nan Sunderland and 








Arthur J. | 


Business on Broadway was on the 
upbeat last week, grosses equalling 
the figures of the previous week 
when a holiday (Labor Day) aided 
the box offices. Advance guard of 
the American Legion convention 
helped some, but this week indica- 
tions are that. the Legion crowds 
will hurt rather than aid attendance, 

Monday (20) night was an indica- 
tor. Times Square was so jammed 
with Legionnaires and their friends 


that all traffic was suspended. It 
was virtually impossible to reach 
theatres and thousands refused to at- 
temot entering the district. As the 


New Year’s eve jamming is to con- 
tinue another two or three days 
managers made up their minds that 
the convention was no dice for them. 

Many Legionnaires arrived with 
two dollar books, which called for 
sightseeing such as the Statue of 
Liberty, Empire State building, 
Radio City and other magnets for 
out-of-towners. Also slips called 
for the purchase of cut-rate theatre 
tickets, but very few were sold. The 
visitors were intent on celebrating 
on the street, especially Broadway, 
and weather favored 


that pro- 
ceedure. Otherwise the bars in the 
theatrical district did capacity busi- 
ness. 


Broadway awaits the season's first 
hit from among four attractions this 
week and two next week, the in- 
comers being the first influx of pre- 
mieres. ‘Virginia’ the sole entrant 
up to Tuesday claimed a slight bet- 
terment at the Center with the gross 
quoted over $27,000. Indications, 
however, are that the operetta must 
depend mostly on _ out-of-towners, 
not of the Legionnaire type. 

Due in next week are ‘French 
Without Tears,’ Miller and ‘The Star 
Wagon,’ Empire. Irish Players open- 
ing has been set back, while ‘Honor 
Bright,’ also slated, goes off for re- 
pairs. 

Estimates for Last Week 
. ‘Babes in Arms,’ Shubert (24th 
week) (M-1,385-$3.30). Looks set for 
another month or so; business picked 
up and the gross was around $16,000, 

‘Blow Ye Winds,’ 46th St. (st 
week) (C-1,375-$3.30). Presented by 
Arthur Hopkins; written by Valen- 
tine Davies; well regarded in Boston; 
opens Thursday (23), 


(C-991-$3.30). Business somewhat 
disappointing late last week but 
comedy turned in another profitable 
gross; topped $7,500. 


‘George and Margaret,’ Morosco 
(Ist week) (C-961-$3.30). Presented 
by John C. Wilson; written by 


Gerald Savory; imported from Lon- 
don; liked at Canadian showing; 
opens tonight (22), 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(3ist week) (CD-1,000-$3.30). Fin- 
ished week strongly and may stay 
well into fall period; takings last 
week bettered $7,500. 

‘Lady Has a Heart,’ Longacre (CD- 
1,019-$3.30). Presented by Watson 
Barratt and Rufus Phillips; adapted 
by Edward Barry Roberts from Hun- 
Zarian original of Ladisiaus Bus- 
Fekete; opens Saturday (25). 

‘On Location,’ Ritz (ist week) (C- 
918-$3.30). Presented by Samuel R. 
Golding (East Coast Studios): writ- 
ten by Kent Wiley; slated to open 
Friday (24). 

‘Room Service,’ Cort (19th week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30), Attendance heavy all 
last week and gross was virtual ca- 
pacity; around $17,000, which equaled 
nine performance takings of previous 
week. 

‘The Show Is On,’ Winter Garden 
(repeat engagersent, Ist week) (R- 
1,671-$3.30), Relighted Saturday (18) 
with furtner cast changes over last 
seascn's original. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (39th 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Gross went 
up last week and at $16,000 topped 
the nine performance figure of pre- 
vious week, 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (198th 
week) (C-1,107-$1.65). Business holds 
to very good figure for pop prices; 
last week run leader rated over 
$6,500. 

‘Virginia,’ Center (4th week) (M- 
1,343-$3.30), Claimed some improve- 
ment with the gross quoted over 
$27,000; still doctoring the show. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
house (32nd week) (C-878-$3.30), 
One of the good things of last season 
holding over into new season: busi- 
ness profitable; around $7,500 last 
week, 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Booth (41st week) (C-708-$3.30). 
Still just a matter of how many 
standees; strongest draw on list 
topped $15,000 last week. 

Revival 

‘King Richard II,’ St. James: sen- 
sational date of last winter repeating 
prior to long road tour. 





Barbara O'Neil, is not box office. 
Although there is still talk of giving 
the play a Broadway showing, recep- 
tion accorded here would warrant 
sending it to the storehouse. Author 
David Hertz has done a beautiful 
piece of writing, but play won't 
make any money. Lucky to take in 
| $8,000, with one more week to go, 
| Buerem, a big favorite here, deserves 
credit for the biz. 





‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (41st week) * 
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THE STAR WAGON 


Bufialo, Sept. 21. 


Guthrie MeClintie presents “the Star 

yagon,’ a new play, in three acts and eight 
scenes, by Maxwell Anderson. staged by 
Mr McClintic. with Burgess Meredith, 
Lillian Gish, Russell Collins, Jane Buch*n- 
an, Kent Smith, Mildred Natwick, Edmund 
O’Brien, Eve Abbott, Edith Smith, William 
Garner, Whitner Bissell, Alan Anderson, 
Howard Freeman. Barry Kelly, Charles 
Forrester Muriel Starr, John Philliber; 


production Jo Mielziner. 


lesigned by 





In ‘The Star Wazon’ Maxwell An- 
d2rson has written another fine, fan- 
tas‘ic, highflying play but one which 
fails considerably short of beng 
great or even good drama. It has 
an entaging theme, some enchant- 
ing love scenes and a wealth of wis>, 
, 50arin?, poetic passages in proce, 
Its effectiveness is enhanced by a 
surpassingly beautiful production i 
every department that the modern 
theatre affords. Richly mounted, 
colorfully costumed for which treat- 
ment the story is especially fitted, 
and gorgeously lighted, it frequently 
touches the peaks of theatre artistry. 
But becaus2 of a none too ori~inal 
story, a rambling and loosely-knit 
cons.ruction and lack of the ele- 
menis of conflict necessary for h'gh 
drama, it remains someching less 
thon the best writing for the living 
. theatre. 

Anderson has chosen for his theme 
an idea which has frequently in- 
trigued the writing fraternity. The 
concept of turning time backward 
has struck the imaginative fancy of 
many authors. The cut-back con- 
struciion, starting with the present, 
flashing back (by dream, potion or 
invention) to the past and return- 
ing to the now, is almost as old as 
fiction, and has long been one of the 
most familiar devices of the stage. 
Here, we meet a fussy old codser 
of an inventor who fashions a ma- 
chine—the star wagon—which turns 
time backward in its flight and en- 
ables him to re-live his past. A 
gentile plodding $27.50 per week 
mouse, he is baited by a querulous 
fading wife (Gish) over his failure 
in life. Twitted that he should have 





married the rich girl who admired 
him in their you‘h, he turns on the 
machine and, with an explosion and 
a rumble, turns back the pages of 
their lives and is projected into 
their youthful days in the early 
1900's. He makes the alternative 
choice. marries the rich girl and we 
see him near the close grown into a 
selfish, unscrupulous, despicable old 
man who. sells out his best friead. 
When he wakes up to his basene:s, 
he returns to his actual present, 
thankful that h's choice was really 
@s it was. 

In the three acts, the hero is pre- 
senied as he. is, as he was, as he 
might have been, and finally as he 
is—)u. knowing now how infinitely 
_hev‘er off he is than under any o her 
choice. The moral szems to be that 
with the knowledge and exper‘ence 
in life which we have, if we were 
given the chance to go back and to 
do it all over again, we would (and 
stould) make the same choice—nd 
be gra‘eful for it. There is the add’- 
tional lesson that there is no good 
fortune or bad fortune—our for‘uve 
is all in ourselves and we end up 
the same re*ardless of our choice— 
which brings Anderson around to the 
s9me point made by O. Henry in his 
*Roads of Destiny.’ 

In the writing and presenta‘ion, 
the cut-bac scon?s here are partic.- 
larly effective. There is a lsve pas- 
Sage between Meredith and Gish in 
the second act of rare and haunt'ng 
beauty and the first scene of the 
Irst act, showinz Meredith as he 
would have teen had he made th? 
alternative choice, is a tense and 
dramatic bit. There is something 
about the bicycle period which is 
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always sure-fire and productive cof 
acute nostalgia with modern audi- 
ences, and this is no exception. The 
choir rehearsal scene will make 
more than one old-timer think of 
Sally Fisher and her vaudeville 
‘Choir Rehearsal.’ It gives Mere- 
dith an opportunity to display a 
pleasant singing voice with ‘The 
Holy City’ accompanied by Gish on 
the organ. 

The invention idea as a source of | 
dramatie action is one which has 
rarely met with complete plausibil- | 
ity in the theatre, but Andersons | 
fine writing and frequently almost 
pcetic prose does much to make 
plausible the otherwise unbelievate 
situations. As the hero, Meredith | 
displays a wide versatility ranging 
from a double-exposure portrayal of 
old age to gay youth and viiality. 
The premiere found him inclined to 
be guttural on occasion during dra- 
matic scenes which was probably 
due to tenseness. He unquestion- 
ably qualifics here as one of the best 
young actors of the con‘emporary 
stage. Miss Gish as the swee heart 
as always is delightful to look at. 
There are few actresses who can 
equal her in the ability to impart the | 
quality of fresh, ethereal maidenhocd 
to her roles. In the opening and 
closing scenes, her picture of faced 
age was equally effective. Russell 
Collins has a neat part as Meredith’s 
eccentric lifetime friend. Incident- 
ally, he is given a line in the third 
act describing the effect of whiskey 
on women which probably approach- 
es the vilest obscenity ever heard on 
the local boards and which rocked 
the provincials on their heels. 

The presence of Katharine Cor- 
nell in the audience added glamour 
to one of the most brilliant open- 
ings here in many seasons. Accord- 
ing to present schedule, the show 
goes to Pittsburgh and then into 
New York. As revealed here, it is 
still far from an assured box office 
success, Careful knitting up of the 
loose ends of the story and elimina- 
tion of much of the overboard verbi- 
age should make it surer of appeal 
to the Broadway clientele. Burton. 


TO QUITO AND BACK 


Boston, Sept. 21. 


Play in three. acts by Ben Hecht. Pro- 
duced by Theatre Guild. Directed by Philip 
Moeller. Costumes and sets by Aline Bern- 
stein. Presented at Colonial, Boston, Sept. 
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Mailway Official. Joseph Monneret de Villard 
Howard Evans.......+..+:. Francis Compton 
Iola Hobbs.....,.cocscecceee S¥lvia Sidney 
Alexander Stérns...ccccccsecs Leslie Banks 
PTT TCE Leite eee Joseph Buloff 
GPENOON vcs dcskdicenetcscnsesso Walter Armin 
PRANCIOCE.« cicceccevcsceces Virginia Holden 
BOUMRND 66 Ci cvetrcevecééasebe Eugenia Rawls 
PUR nbs coca escedccevcoedus Isobel Donald 
pt is3.) NESS OEERTEREEE ELE George J. Tawis 
COR, TRO UREL. . ocak badobecs Horace Sinclair 
WOE MUNG s sec ecscuetaceusenes Lena Peters 
Harold Frazer....,.cccee Walter N. Greaza 
Countess Rivadavia......... Evelyn Varden 
er er, rere Jack Soanes 
MARTACNO So 5 66 vtitecce ....Natalie Danesi 
A Soldier...... -Manuel de Moya 
COE, FOMRIGDs 66.0460 b ibe ntnd $3 Mamart Kippen 
Bis cd b-00s dd ve0e cond Charles H. Pinkham 
An Officer... ./ Augustin Gonzales Villaverde 
Fortune Teller..............Sidonie Espero 
eer er Henry Levin 
oe a TE eee ossees Alfonso Chavez 
Comrade Santoya...cocccedsccsece Jan Ullrich 
Comrade Patayd....ccccoces Harry Bellvver 
Comrade Rienza......eee02..5amuel Brown 
Comrade GonzZales....cccccecsess Fred Clegg 
BOD Bsn Wneceds Sesbeatanedetaavns Himself 


‘Too much talk is the matter with 
us,’ blurts the harassed author (Les- 
lic Banks) in one of his troubled 
moods during the three-hour run-off 
ot the premiere here tonight of Ben 
Hecht’s ‘To Quito and Back.’ That, 
briefly, is the devastating handicap 
of this very serious piece, from the 
b. 0. angle. 

The first act runs a solid hour, and 
there are still nearly two hours of 
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philosophical utterances, preach- 
ments, epigrams, heavily loaded 
Hechtian banter to follow. Glibly 
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but artfully spreading a communis- 
tic gospel, ‘Quito’ revolves about a 
New York author, Alexander Sterns, 
who quits his wife and civilization 
to flee with his secretary, Lola Hobbs 
(Miss Sidney ), to a revolution-ridden 
Ecuador. Tangled up with his un- 
meshed philosophy of life, uncertain 
of purpose and mired in his own love 
triangle, Sterns ultimately charts nis 
course towards the communistic goal. 
alongside his friend, Zamiano, a rev- 
olutionary general, who dies with 
him on a battlefield of doubtful 
glory. : 

Joseph Buloff as the revolutionary 
who has a definite purpose in life 
and who attracts the groping Sterns 
to his cause carried off top honors in 
his authentic, convincing characteri- 
zation. Banks also had a good grasp 
on his vacillating character, but Miss 
Sidney projected hers not so far. 
Evelyn Varden clicked nicely with 
her portrayal of a wise-cracking 
woman of the world. 

Definitely a carriage trade drama, 
it is still thoroughly entertaining for 


only a limited segment from this 
eroup. ‘Quito’ is rather a thin to 
be read, and as such it is indeed 


commendable literature. Only those 
hungry for an evening of weighty 
words will come out ravin‘%. 
Direction and sets are good. 
Fox. 


‘MAKE UP YOUR MIND 


Guilford, Sept. 20. 


Comedy in three acts by Harry Durant, 
produced by Al H. Woods. Directed by 
Curtis Cooksey. Presented at Chapel Play- 
house, Guilford, Conn. 


Jim Field... ccccccecvccseces Curtis Cooksey 
Mary Field........sceeseeseed Julia Poliakov 
Mrs. Emmett-Jones.....-- Catherine Cooper 
Rlink Doolittle.......cee+ee+. Jerry Barlow 
Deerheart......cccsccceccccescees Lucy Lee 
William Bradshaw...-++++++-+: Elmer Dudley 
Er errrrri ys Tritt. os. Paul Griswold 
Capt. Kelland...ceceeesssee> Holman Clark 
TWASON....cceccccccecess Lesley Oberlander 
First Deb. ..cccccceveceess Gertrude Putney 
Second Deb. .ccccsecesceseees Harriet Clark 
Third Deb... cccscecessccecs Loretta Dolan 





This post-season strawhat tryout 
has been advertised as headed for 
Broadway. It will probably be just 
as well if they slip quietly off the 
train at 125th street and let it go 
at that. Play is hardly big-time 
caliber, and the sooner they write 
finis to it the more money the back- 
ers will save. 

Production is billed as an Al. H. 
Woods presentation, but use of the 
Woods’ tag is probably just a 
friendly gesture on his part toward 
an old friend, Harry Durant. What- 
ever the tie-in may be, it won’t do 
the Woods prestige much good. 

Aimed primarily at an eventual 
sale to pix, Durant has assembled 
a variety of scenes hopping from 
a Texas ranch to a New York draw- 
ing room to a yacht in mid-Atlantic 
and into this Cook’s tour he has 
dropped a couple of amusing situa- 
tions and one or two funny lines of 
dialog. It’s all pretty hackneyed 
stuff and not done any too well. | 

Mary Field, socialite, marries 
Texas homesteader Jim, but walks 
out on him after three days on his 
God-forsaken land. A year later 
she’s at the peak of a musical career, 
supposedly sponsored by a wealthy 
woman friend in New York. Mean- 
while Jim has struck oil and bobs 
up in tails in the West Side drawing 
room, where Mary is giving a re- 
cital. 

It seems that Jim has been Pay. 
ing for Mary’s musical training 
the time and is building up to a 
climax in which he gets the girl 
aboard his yacht, makes her his wife 
in more than name only, and con- 
vinces her that he’s her man. 

Various members of the cast rush 
through their lines as though they 
had to catch the next train back to 
New York, and there were those in 
the audience who wished they had. 
Curtis Cooksey is convincing as the 
hemesteader in opening act, but 
when he breaks out one short year 
later in a white tie and a broad a, 
somethin? seems to be wrong. 

Jerry Bowman as a neighbor and 
Julia Poliakov as Mary stand out in 
an on-the-whole arhateurish cast. 
Catherine Cooper has her moments 
briefly. 

Chalk one for Cain’s, if it gets that 
far. Bone. 





IN CLOVER 


' 
| Baltimore, Sept. 21. 
| Comedy in three acts by Allan Scott; 
presented by John and Jerrold Krimsky: 
staged by Bretaigne Windust; settings by 
Norris Houghton; at the Marytand theatre, 
Baltimore, Sept. 20, "ST. $2.20 top, 
Harriet Freeman.......see0:; Claudia Morgan 
ecccecee- LUCia Laska 
esse. Sally Gabler 
Myron McCormick 
-.- Carmen Lewis 
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--Joan Macomber 

CWUSB. seccccece --..lete Barker 
| Guest... .ccce -»-Don McClure 
b ERGO 60 0s cbdcese Ceeccccccccce Ruby Elzy 
Witlowy Chap....cccces .-Robert Crane 
este ecet toe Louise Platt 


Mary Jane Walker 
; Henry Thornton (Hank)....QRertram Thorn 
Dr .Benjamin Brewer....John Guy Sampsel 
, Polly LaVarro Rrewer Dennie Moore 
| Mlecta Hornblow Henrietta Crosman 
EE SUEY 6 in cnn dtd 66 nade Joe Sweeney 
TreTTrrrre Jose Ferrer 
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‘In Clover’ will need plenty fixing 
ore it’s ready for the rigors of a 
Broadway opening. As it stands 
now, it has a basic idea with some 


possibilities, a few situations that 
can be developed and a cast that on 
the whore labored to make plausible 
an over-complex treatment of a fun- 
damentally simple and possibly en- 
tertaining theme. . 

Briefly, the story has to do with the 
difficulties of a young couple im- 
bued with the storybook romance of 
a house in the country, a free and 
untrammeled view,.lots of fresh air 
and greensward for the unrestricted 
rearing of an old-fashioned family 
and the simple life. How they run 
into the various phenaglings of the 
surrounding yokelry, chiseling week- 
end guests, discomforts of antique 
plumbing and general disillusion- 
ment, supplies the twist that almost 
wrecks their romance and becomes 
the reason for the three overwritten 
acts. 

Arthur Scott has brought in too 
much cross-plotting and wavering 
away from the central point in his 
yarn. At the same time his dialogue 
lapses into over-involved situations 
and unreal characterizations. From 
the abundance of material at hand 
he should be able to sheer out a 
brisker and easier treatment and 
with considerable speeding up of the 
playing and mechanics it might 
make plausible comedy. 

The Krimskys have assembled a 
capable cast. Myron McCormick dis- 
plays good comedy sense. as the ur- 
banite husband gone hick in good 
style. Claudia Morgan, as his wife, 
also turns in a capable performance. 
Other outstanding characterizations 
by Henrietta Crosman, Dennie 
Moore and John Guy Sampsel. 

Burm. 


The Lady Has a Heart 


New Haven, Sept. 20. 


Play in three acts amd 
Ladislaus Bus-Fekete Adapted by [d- 
ward Roberts. Co-featuring Vincent Price 
and Elissa Landi. Produced by Rufus Phil- 
lips end Watson Barratt. Sets and direce- 


four scenes by 


tion by producers. Presented at the Shu- 
bert, New Haven, Conn., Sept. 20, ‘37. 
82.20 top. 

PE ererrer reer rte Judith Alden 
WORN Gwe sd cad 643 0s da nceeeass Vincent Price 
The Countess Mariassy......<. Hilda Sponge 
The Couniess Katinka.,.......Elissa Landl 
Count Albert Mariassy...... Lumsden Hare 
COUME. GIG occ cccccdedseccene Royal Beal 
Radio Announcer.......+-..- Derek Fairman 
Lo BOPPVPPTY (TTT «-..Catherine Standing 
POTORER, oo sicceedtoceesecesscesece Tom Bate 





In their first production effort, 
Rufus Phillips and Watson Barratt 
have put together a fairly entertain- 
ing piece of stagecraft, but one with 
definitely limited appeal from box 
office angle. It’s strictly class stuff 
as far as the production itself is con- 
eerned, but may draw a few shekels 
from the common Herd in view of 
the film name (Landi) the cast car- 
ries. 

Dialog is ultra-sophisticated, as 
also the characters. Combo of smooth 
writing and some excellent acting 
makes for a moderately pleasant 
evening, but not one to lift you out 
of your seat. Intelligentsia took it 
enthusiastically at premiere. 

Play features Vincent Price, and 
Elissa Landi, but it’s Price who 
walks off with top action honors, of- 
fering a highly polished interpreta- 
tion of a meticulous role. Lad should 
make a grand catch for Hollywood, 
possessing as he does both looks and 
ability. Miss Landi failed to get 
started for some reason or other and 
her scenery-chewing at times be- 
longed to an actress of much less 
talent. Appearance was stunning in 
several swank creations. 

Hilda Spong’s work as the countess 
who never bothered to think too 
much about life and its problem 
was something to be assimilated like 
a tonic when you're feeling low. In 
a companion-role, Lumsden Hare 
played her husband with the finesse 
to be expected from an established 
trouper. Roval Beal did well in a 
supporting role. 

A few years ago this plot would 
have been reserved strictly for op- 
erettas, but with the world prac- 
tically sitting on a hotcake today 
where anything may happen, it car- 
ries at least a semblance of plausi- 
bility. Jean is man-servant in the 
home of Count Mariassy. as most of 
his ancestors have been before him. 
The count is prime minister of a 
conservative government and with- 
out his knowledge Jean ovposes his 
party in politics on a socialist ticket 
and is elected a deputy. 

Master and servant continue their 
old relationship at home, although 
being political opponents beyond the 
confines of the count’s estate. Ka- 
tinka, the count’s daughter, and en- 
during an unhappy marriage for po- 
litical reasons, objects to Jean’s rise 
to a station of equality, but eventual- 
ly falls in love with him. Discov- 
ered bv her husband in an embrace 
with Jean, Katinka plans to divorce 
him, but a hitch develops when the 
old count makes it plain there must 
be no scandal. 

Jean settles the matter bv arrang- 
ing for the husband the political post 
he has been seeking on the proviso 
he withdraw from the triangle 
cuietly. In doing so Jean forfeits 
his own political career and heads 
for other fields as curtain brings a 
yromise from Katinka to follow after 
the divorce comes through. 

Phillivos and Barratt have handled 
the entire production themselves and 
have dressed the play nicely in a 
counle of excellent settings. Doubt- 
ful if they can do much with this as 
a film, although picture rights are 
said to have been already purchased 





while play was being done abroad. 
Bone. 





ON BROADWAY 
THE SHOW IS ON 


{2d Review, New Cast) 


Shubert revue fn two acts (21 scenes), 


at Winter Garden, N. Y., Sept. 18, '37; 
$3.20 top. Production by Vincente Minel]j: 
dances by Robert Alton; sketches, Dave 


Freedman, Moss Hart; songs, Vernon Duke 
and Ted Fetter, Hoagy Carmichael ana 
Stanley Adams, Howard Dietz and Arthur 
Schwartz; George and Ira Gershwin, E. y, 
Harburg and Harold Arlen. Richard Rod. 
gers and Lorenz Har:, Will Irwin ana 
Norman Zeno, Herman Hupfeld; sketches 
directed by Edward Clarke Lilley; orches. 


tra, Lucien Baren. 

Cast: Stars Willie and Eugene Howard 
Chic York, Rose King. Features Charles 
‘Cookie’ Bowers, Terry Lawlor, Lyda Sue 
Leeds, Marcelia Swanson, Demetrios Vilan 
Mildred Webb, Rov Cropper. the Contic 
nentals Others in the cast: Dave Mallen, 
Robert Herring, Ruth Scheim, John Eng 
lert, Andre Charise, Della Muir and Gere 


trude Medwin. 





Revue, which closed last July after 
getting good grosses for most of 
the 30-week date, has been re- 
cast for the road. Present tune-up 
run is skedded for four weeks. Cast 
is by no means comparable to the 
original, but is good enough to carry 
for the tour. Production is still 
lavish. Tunes also hold up, one 
especially, ‘Little Old Lady,’ having 
climbed into a hit and tapered off 
since last December's opening. 

Most of the load is now carried by 
Willie and Eugene Howard. Former 
takes most of the material Bert Lahr 
used in the original, including the 
Wood Chopper sketch, the income 
tax bit, the “Tovarich’ satire and the 
burlesque sketch. Rose King is sub- 
bing for Beatrice Lillie, John Mc- 
Cauley for Reginald Gardner, Terry 
Lawlor for Gracie Barrie, Lyda Sue 
Leeds for Mitzi Mayfair, Jack Good 


for Charles Walters, Demetrios Vilan 
for Paul Haakon, Mildred Webb for 
Evelyn Thawl. With the exception 
of Willie Howard and Mildred 
Webb, none is a replacement; merely 
a substitution. 

While Willie Howard misses many 
of Lahr’s laughs and fails in several 
instances to bring out the original 
idea of the sketches, he gives the 
material an entirely different treat- 
ment and often gets laughs where 
none sprouted before. He is 
nowhere near Lahr in the burlesque 
sketch; his “Tovarich’ bit is better. 
In the wood chopper number he 
overlooks the satire in the original, 
but gags it up for new laughs. His 
work in the income tax scene would 
be better if his brother Eugene 
played straight man straight. Willie 
also does his French lesson routine, 
new to the show. 

Rose King plays the Lillie parts as 
an impersonation. She apes her 
predecessor's appearance, voice, ine 
terpretation, timing and even mane 
nerisms, This probably at direc- 
torial suggestion. But ever so often 
she reverts to herself to even better 
results. Miss King is a topflight 
comedienne that need not give quar- 
ter to any of her contemporaries and 
undoubtedly the happiest choice that 
could have been made to supplant 
La Lillie. 

Terry Lawlor, who can get plenty 
of excitement and lift out of a song, 
never has a chance with the num- 
bers in their present form. Written 
for Gracie Barrie, the songs are 
pitched too low for Miss Lawlor, and 
only on the few higher notes can she 
relax in proper style. Then she is 
okay. Singer was also handicapped 
by nervousness opening night, which 
caused her voice to contract in the 
first two numbers. 

Lyda Sue Leeds and Jack Good 
are good followers for Mitzi Mayfair 
and Charles Walters. Neither has 
their predecessor’s flair and _ style, 
but both are smart dancers and team 
well. Jack McCauley suffers by 
comparison to Reginald Gardiner. 
A singer of better than average 
ability, he seems drab and listless 
after Gardiner’s incisive brilliance. 

While Demetrios Vilan is not in 
the class with Paul Haakon, Mildred 
Webb seems to dance as gracefully 
as Evelyn Thawl and is a looker. 
Many of the girls in the show are 
the same as originally. Added is 
Charles ‘Cookie’ Bowers, with com- 
edy imitations. Gets fair returns. 
Pit orchestra opening night was in- 
excusably bad. Lucien Baren ap- 
parently let the men get out of hand, 
there were frequent sour notes from 
the brasses and the whole outfit 
blared and missed tempo. Show 
needs speeding. Hobe. 











Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
Columbia Studio, H’wood 
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aTARIREN® LONDON, OFTIGE. 


JACK HARRIS 
NOW BOSS OF 
CIRO'S 


London, Sept. 12. 
When Ciro’s Club reopens Sept. 
16, it will be entirely under the di- 





rection of Jack Harris, American 
band leader. 
Place was owned in equal part- 


nership by Harris and Ambrose, 
with each leader to have his own 
band playing there five and a half 
months alternately. After the first 
year the owners felt the profit not 
commensurate with the amount of 


money taken in. Poulsen and Stocco, 
who operate the Cafe de Paris, Cafe 
Anglais and 400 Club, became in- 
terested and wanted 50% of the 
shares to take an active interest. But 
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4 LONDON NITERIES 
OPEN WITH BIG SHOWS 


London, Sept. 21. 


London went through four impor- 
tant cabaret openings last week, 
with three in one night. Ciro’s, Cafe 
de Paris and Cafe Anglais, all sched- 
uled to open Tuesday (14) all post- 
psoee one day due to a Jewish holi- 

ay. 

Cafe de Paris pulled a capacity 





American Plays in Holland 





The Hague, Sept. 10. 

Nieuw Schouwtooneel, new theatre 
company at Amsterdam, has put sev- 
eral American plays on its reper- 
tory: 

Moss Hart and George-Kaufman 
hit, “You Cant Take It With You,’ the 
Murray-Boretz success ‘Room Ser- 


vice,’ ‘To See Ourselves,’ by E. M. 
Delafield, and ‘Charlotte,’ by Zoe 
Akins. 





mob, with the Ambrose wages anf 
Morton Downey headlining. 

ney warbled for 30 minutes aaa | 
and still had to beg off. 

Ciro’s was near-capacity, with the | 
Jack Harris band and Milton Doug- | 
las as the names. Latter was warmly 
welcomed on his return from a show- 
ing here last season. 

Cafe Anglais, with Emile Boreo | 
starred, was a cleanup. with Bert 
Firman and band pleasing. 

Henry Sherek’s new show at the | 
Dorchester opened Friday (17), with | 





the Wiere Bros., A. Robins, Russell | 
Swann and the Murriel Abbott 
dancers, all solid clicks. Show is 


distinctly up to the standard of its 
predecessors. 








the deal fell through -when Harris 
refused to cede more than 33%. 
Finally Ambrose contracted with 
Poulsen to play at the Cafe de Paris, 
conditional on giving an option to 
Poulsen for the purchase of his (Am- 
brose’s) 50% interest in Ciro’s. But 
the articles of association definitely 
state that Ciro’s partners have first 
call on the Ambrose stock. Hence 
the acquisition of the 50% from Am- 
brose by Jack Harris. Understood 
Ambrose got $20,000 for his shares. 
Opening attraction is Milton Doug- 
las, in for four weeks with option. 
Other attractions .being- lined up 
are Ramona, Winnie Shaw and Jean | 
Sergeant. 


LUPINO, HENSON’S 2 
MUSICALS OVER OK 


London, Sept. 21. 

‘Crazy Days,’ Stanley Lupino’s 
new musical, opened at the Shaftes- 
bury theatre (14) to the usual warm 
welcome accorded his stuff. Con- 
ventional entertainment redeemed 
by .Gloria Day, American dancer. 
Looks less acceptable than usual of- 
fering. Lupino and Laddie Cliff 
take off principal roles, Frank Eyton 
and Desmond Carter collabed with 
Lupino on book; Billy Mayer! wrote 
the music. 

‘Going Greek,’ another Leslie Hen- 
son show along same lines as pre- 
vious, opened at the Gaiety (16) and 
indications are that it will be 
equally successful. Herbert Bryan 
associated with Henson in produc- 
tion. Show written by Guy Bolton, 
Fred Thompson and Douglas Furber, 
trio responsible for other Henson 
hits. 

‘Take It Easy,’ scheduled for the 
Palace (22), has been postponed be- 
cause of insufficient rehearsals. 





New Trocadero in Paris 


Is Postponed Once More 


Paris, Sept. 14. 
Theatre du Trocadero, which was 
originally planned to be the official 
theatre of the expo, has had its 
opening date postponed again. 
As early as October of last year, 





Commissioner Emond Labbe was 
considering other theatres for the 
special expo presentations © and 
finally chose the . Theatre’ des 


Champs-Elysees. This summer. the 
theatre was promised for September, 
with clearing. of ground for: inaugu- 
ration blamed for a month's setback 
in work. 

There is no date being set now for 
its opening. Labor.troubles have 
bobbed up from. timé-to time and 
delayed work to such an extent that 
there is no hope for an opening now 
before, thé middle’ of. October, at the 
earliest. 


Holland -Bans ‘Day’ 


The “Hague, Sept. 10. 


Mayors of Amsterdam and Rotter- 
dam followed the example of their 
Hague colleague and banned ‘Judg- 
ment Day,’ by Elmer Rice. 

It is now practically impot¢ible to 
Produce ‘the play‘ ini* Hélldhd,*as no 
Company-ean do-any box-office with- 


‘Covent Garden’s Chilly 


SEE HEADACHE 


IN MARCUS’ 
JAP DATE — 





| United 
| formerly with Rudy Vallee and a| 
| piano player, 


Tokyo, Sept. 2. 


A. B. Marcus show, which played 
here several years ago at Toho’s | 
Nippon Gekijo, is reported en route 
to Japan for an extended engage- 
ment at Shochiku’s new Kokusai 
(International) Gekijo. Opening, ar- 
ranged by Kaniya Entertainment 
Enterprises, is to be early in Octo- 
ber. 

If and when the show actually 
comes in, the Finance Office here 
will be confronted with necessity of 
making a definite ruling respecting 
the export of coin earned by foreign 
travelling amusement outfits. So far 
this hasn’t come up, as no troupe of 
any size has played this country 
since financial stringency set in. 
With things as they now stand, un- 
less definite arrangements are made 
beforehand, the troupe is apt to find 
that any coin over and above actual 
expenses while here, will be stymied. 








1l Wks. in Sydney 
Sydney, Aug. 31. 

After a season of around 11 weeks 
here, the A. B. Marcus show will 
play Newcastle, Brisbane, Mel- 
bourne, Adelaide and Perth for 
Fullers-Snider-Dean, after which it 
will travel on to South Africa, India, 
Cairo, Singapore, Batavia, Hong- 
kong, Manila, and thenee back to 
America. 

Season here has been. a remark- 
able one and should show a hand- 
some profit. for all concerned. 


WAR KEEPS CHINESE 
TROUPE FROM PARIS 


Paris, Sept. 14. 


Chinese actors 24) who were 
scheduled to appear in Paris at the 
Comedie des Champs-Elysees start- 
ing Oct. 5, have cancelled their ap- 
pearance due to the Sino-Japanese 
war. 

Troupe, headed by Tcheng Yen 
Tsio, was due to arrive in Marseilles 
near the end of this month. Word 
has reached Paris, hewever, that the 
troupe has not been able to leave 
Pekin to ge to Shanghai to catch 
their boat. 











Policy; Ice Ballets 
London, Sept. 21. 


Probably encouraged by the suc- | 
cess of the Ice Ballet at the Coli- 
seum, the Covent Garden theatre is 
inaugurating a three months’ season 
of ice dancing on Oct. 21. Covent 
Garden Amus. Co., which took over 
the house last July with the inten- 
tion of keeping it open 42 weeks an- 
nually, is headed by Bruce Otley, 
connected with the Erlanger bank. 

Group: is now negotiating with 
var&Sus important attractions ‘ suit- 
able for ‘thé House arid looks’ to be a | 
competitor of the Drury Lane for | 








Out {he three biggest towns. 


housing the more spectacular shows. | 


| she is apparenily able to cammuni- 





PARIS NITERY 
SEASON OPENS 


Sept. 14. 
Before many more weeks pass the 
| fall season of the flicker and flare 
spois, where champagne and blare is 
the customers’ 


Paris, 


fare, will be in full 
swing. 

One reopening which will be note- 
will be 


worthy Max Spiro’s Baga- 


telle, opened here earlier this year 
I 4 


, with Hayward Powers’ Society band 
and closed for the dull summer sea- 


son. Opening 
Sept. 21. 

Ford Harrison, 
| the band going 
with two other 


date is now set for 


will lead 
into the spot, 


violinist, 
back 
Americans 


of the | 





original Power 
West, bass, 
When 


s unit. They are Jack 
and Eddie Bruno, sax. 
Powers returned to the | 
States, Charrington Evans, 


took over the band and | 
moved with jit to Max Sayag’s Monte 
Carlo Follies, spot near the expo. 

Evans, however, disappeared some 
time ago, allegedly with part of the 
band’s pay and has not been heard 
of since. Since that time Harrison 
has been batoning and doing a good 
job. 

Unit he will move into the Baga- 
telle will be made up. of three 
Americans and five French musi- 
cians. Arty Drelinger, sax, who re- 
mained with the band as long as 
Evans was there, has returned to 
the U. S. 








Vienna Angel Dies 


Vienrta, Sept. 10. - 
Gustav Heller, ‘Chocolate king of 
Austria, died last week. Heller was 
the maecenas of the Vienna legits. 
Every manager went to him, asking 
for financial help, if his theatre was 
on the verge of closing. Heller 
rarely refused. 
Many stars of today and former 
days owe it to him that they became 
famous, 








British Income Tax Expert Gives 
Some Pointers for U.S. Acts Abroad 





SNIDER-DEAN INTO 
LEGIT WITH REVUE 


Melbourne, Aug. 31. 
Snider-Dean will open a new re- 
vue unit at the Apollo Sept. 4 head- 
ed by Gladys Moncrieff, George 
Wallace and the Weintraubs. This 


follows an announcement that S-D 
would extend in a big way with 
stage attractions following their first 
hook up with Sir Ben Fuller on the 
A. B. Marcus show. 


For the local try a cast of over 
50 will be engaged in support of the 
principals, plus scenery and light- 
ing effects on ‘a lavish scale. 

Stage break will not interfere in 
any way with the S-P pic policy in 
other houses. 


MOULIN ROUGE 
FOR VAUDE 
AGAIN? 


Paris, Sept. 14. 

Moulin Rouge, famous as a music 
hall as far back as the nineties, has 
changed hands. 

Understood that Robert Lelievre, 
director of a society which calls it- 
self Montmartre-Moulin Rouge has 
acquired the hall for very little 
money and that it will again be 
turned into a music hall. Present 
plans call for reopening late this 
year, or mid-year of next. 

House was shuttered at the time 
of the sale, but had recently been 
operated as a cinema. Stickers for 
a Buck Jones thriller were still on 
the outside boards when the sale 
was made. 

Once the hub of Montmartre, the 
hall is now almost historic. Fifty 
years ago it saw royalty and world- 
famous figures slip into its plush 
seats. Artists flocked to its dance 
floor. After the war it was trans- 
formed into a music hall where 
Argentina and Mistinguett were reg- 
ularly starred. But along with ‘The 
Girl From Maxim's’ and other Paris 
traditions, the Moulin Rogue’s popu- 
larity gave way to modernism, be- 
came a cinema and then folded. 





Plays Abroad 


i 





Bonnet Over Windmill 


London, Sept. 9. 


Play in three acts hy Dodie Smith, pre 
sented by H. M. Tennent, Lid., produced 
by Murray Macdoneld in conjunction with 
author at New theatre, London, Sept 
S. “Be. 

Carola Wither®...c.cccccces: Betty Jardine 
Billle Lacy.......cecsseces...lvy St. Heller 
Anthony Hatton. Serer Steerer Peter Cove 
Dinah ‘Bilmey......ccccoc.ss: Gillian Maude 
Sates . Seis ia Feces 6 2hbse eae Anne Firth 
BRrian Morellian .Willlam Pouglas Home 
Simon Hatton.........-..--++- Veter Osborn 
Christopher Carson...........James Mason 
Sir Rupert Movellian.... ..Cecil Parker 
Lady Morellian...............Mary Hinton 





Like past. Dodie Smith plays, the 
plot is the sort of tripe one usually 
reads in cheap magazines. Never- 
theless it encompasses brilliant en- 
tertainment and uproarious amuse- 
ment. It is not a play in the atcepted 
term; it might be described as drama 
only in the sense that life is drama, 
or comedy, according to the way you 
take it. : 

One vital thing in its favor is the | 
supervision of production. and casi- | 
ing by the authoress. She knows 
her characters, she has met them, 
and having been an ac'ress herse'f, 


cate to the players what she intends 
to convey. 


Dialog sparkles on the form of 
conversational analysis of life and 
the relation of sex to the stage. It 
is sincere, honest, . outspoken, but 
never vulgar—mosily projecied via 
humorous conversation. This goes 


on for the first two acts entertain- 
ingly, but the final bout is unsatis- 
factory and slow, leading nowhere. 
Some drastic pruning, even at the 
sacrifice of clever. Jines,, would im- 
prove the gross effect. 


Miss Smith’s four previous suce- 





cesses were not based on plot, any 


more than the _ present offering, 
which leads to the conclusion that 
her brief, but steady, succession of 
hits will not be unbroken with this 


+ 


London, Sept. 12, 

Jack M. Rubens, who is visiting 
Hollywood next month, is well 
known to members of the profession 
on both sides of the Atlantic as a 
taxation and corporation expert. He 
originated the one-man corporation 
for professional people in England. 

Variety’s London office asked Ru- 
bens a series of questions, the an- 
swers to which are here set down: 

Why are you going to Hollywood? 

It is a pleasure and business trip. 
My firm has a number of clients 
in the States, both American and 
British, who have formed themselves 
into Personal Service Corporations. 
They are now experiencing diffi- 
culties with the new taxation laws 
in America, As some of these clients 
are also incorporated in England, I 
have been asked to go over to in- 
vestigate the position. Incidentally, 
all the companies we formed in Eng- 
land are still going strong. Attempts 
have been made by the government 
to upset them, but they are formed 
in such a way that to prevent them 
functioning all the Company Laws 
in England would have to _ be 
scrapped. 

What is the income tax position 
of aliens professionally working in 
England? 

Income tax in England at present 
is at the rate of 25%. Where the 
income exceeds $10,000 annually, 
then surtax is payable at a gradu- 
ated scale, ranging from 5%, in- 
creasing to 40%. This is in addition 
to the 25% income tax. It is im- 
portant to note that where a com- 
pany pays the tax of an employee, 
for example, in the case of an im- 
ported film artist, who is paid his 
salary tax-free, this tax is added to 
the artist’s income for surtax pur- 
poses, thereby greatly increasing the 
tax liability. 

Can this extra tax be avoided? 

Yes, providing one is consulted 
when the contract to come over is 





made, The method adopted is quite 
legal. 

What about allowances and 
liefs? 

Unless a person working in Eng- 
land is over here for at least six 
months he cannot claim reliefs such 
as marriage and other personal al- 
lowances. The six months is reck- 
oned from April 6, one year to April 
5, the following year. Fo: instance, 
if a person came over in January 
and stayed or worked to July, for 
income tax purposes he would only 
be in England three months. It is 
important to know this for people 
intending to come over to England 
to work, 

For a person working in England 
for less than six months, the only 
allowances that would be granted 
are those wholly and exclusively in- 
curred in the ordinary course of his 
profession. Any additional allow- 
ances, such as hotel expenses, en- 
tertaining, traveling to and from 
England and other expenses may 
only be granted as a concession, not 
as a legal right. Expert knowledge 
is required to obtain these numerous 
concessions. 

Not only have we practical ex- 
perience of all the possible conces- 
sions that may be obtained, some of 
which are not even known by the 
ordinary taxation practitioner in 
England, but we succeeded in ob- 
taining a ruling of what is known 
as ‘Prestige Allowance.’ 

The result of all this is that in- 
stead of paying 25% income tax, in 
addition to surtax as mentioned 
above, the average rate of tax paid 
by imported clients is as low as from 
5% to 10% of their earnings. 

Do lawyers in Engtand deal .with 
income tax? 

Unlike America, lawyers in Eng- 

land very rarely do income tax work 
for their clients, They would be the 


re+ 





one. Jole. 
London, Sept. 8. 

Comedy thriller in three acts by Evadne 
Price, presented by O'Bryen, Linnit & 
Dunfee, prodoced by Frank Cellier at 
Theatre Royal, Haymarket, London, Sept. 
% "St. 
Emma Higgins , ; Iri Vandeleur 
Patrick Notan.....2...:. Harry Hute inson 
Sam Higgins e ° Gordon Harker 
A Taxi Driver......e. Howard Templeton 
Mrs, Verne) is vésan . Lola Dunean 
Jerry Manmnet.....cccccsss Carl Bernard 
Wal Trewrne....ccccescee: Herbert Lomas 
Dector Chariton. .ccccessee Atholl Fleming 
Jake Verney. .. Ronald Slineson 
Jennifer Knowl s ; ednn Bes 
Sylvia Fern Violet Loxley 

Discardins all tradition, the Hay- 
market thetre presents ‘The Phan- 
tom Light.’ It is one of the worst 
attempts at present-day melodra- 
matic comedy playwrighting that 
has come before a London. audience 
in years. 

Plof ‘is unbelievably out-moded. 


It is in some rosp2 cis, a paraphrase 
of ‘The’ Ghost Ti with the locale 
altered to a hi7th: heptane, 

Authoress fools about for most of 
the first act with minor characters to 
create skancephare. without defining 
the issue. ‘ Throughout there is near- 
wit dialog to provide comedy wise- 
cracks for Gordon Harker, London’s 
most popular cockney dialectician. 

Characters are firmly represented 
by generally competent players, and 


the management of the enterprise 
was deceived into believing had 
a proposition for London by its 
hearty provincial reception. Won't 
be long before it folds. Jolo. 


first to admit it requires highly spe- 
cialized knowledge to obtain: all al- 
lowantes and concessions. We make 
it a regular pra¢tice to prepare full 
accounts for ail clients, including the 
small acts. As a@ matter of fact a 
good deal of work ig sent to us by 
lawyers. Incidentally, I occasionally 
receive complaints from artists who 
are canvassed by people in dressing 
rooms to do'their income tax work, 
often collecting money, and nothing 
more 





Revenue have sent in their deman7’s. 
l In some cases artists have had to 
| pay double. In other words, it Acs 


|} become a racket. 


is heard from them after the 
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Winchell Drops Out Pro Tem 


Starting yesterday (Tues.), Louis 
Sobol, Broadway columnist of the 
N. Y. Journal-American, is being 
syndicated in the 100 or so papers 
which carried Walter Winchell’s 
daily chatter. Winchell is on a 
leave of absence until mid-Novem- 
ber because of pressure brought 
about by his second film for 20th- 
Fox (‘Love and Hisses’ with Ben 
Bernie), and uniil that’s completed 
he’ll forego his journalistic as well 
as his Jergens-Woodbury broadcasi 
every Sunday night. Threatened 
physical broakdown because of all 
these contractual commitments 
caused both the radio sbonsor (Len-}| 
nen. & Mitchell) and King Feaiures | 
Syndicate :(Hearst) to acquiesce on 
the time out. eorge Fischer, Hol- 
ly wood columni-t, started substituting 
on Sunday (19). 

Winchell’s attorney, Arthur F, 
Driscoll, m2antime is. dickering a 
new deal with Joe Connolly, presi- 
dent of King. Features, and is duc 
for a confab. today (Wednesday). 
Clause over liability on possible libel 
suits-is holding up the consummation 
of the dol. 

Sobol, while temporarily substitut- 
ing for Winchell out of town, will 
romain in the N. Y. Journal. N. Y. 
Daily Mirror, Winchell’s ‘home’ 
paper, will be without a Broadway 
columnist for the time. Yesterday 
(Tuesday ), the first day of Winchell’s 
drop-out, the Mirror carried a news 
story of his near-collapse- and 4 
boxed announcement that he would 
resume in the near future. 





Skolsky Signs With Hearst 

Sidney Skolsky starts around Oct. 
25 for the N. Y. Daily Mirror as its 
Hollywood correspondent, having 
signed with King Features syndicate. 
Deal is for one year and calls for 
five. columns a week at $600 weekly. 
Skolsky got $400 from the N. Y. 
Daily News, which he quit a couple 
of weeks aga, being succceded by 
Ed Sullivan. King Features-Mirror 
deal was delayed by negotiations be- 
cause the newspaper held out for 
$500 weekly and Skolsky insisted on 
$600. 

Skolsky starts in late October be- 
cause he wants to get his new 
Bromo-Seltzer (NBC)- radio show, 
opening Oct. 3, under way a couple 
of weeks before tackling the news 
chore. 

Skolsky deal with the King syndi- 
cate is a la the new negotiations on 
between Walter Winchell and King, 
where the syndicate, rather than the 
Daily Mirror, will bear the brunt of 
the payroll. The daily, in turn, buys’ 
from the syndicate at a nominal 
fee. 





Block’s Solo Pitt P-G 

Paul Block, for 10 years publisher 
and part owner of Post-Gazette, only 
morning daily in Pittsburgh, has 
acquired all outstanding stock of 
that paper and is now its sole owner. 
Announcement of this last week 
served to verify reports which had 
circulated since first of August that 
Block had bought out interest of 
W. R. Hearst. 

For many years it had been un- 
derstood in Pittsburgh newspaper 
circles that Hearst was heavily in- 
terested in Post-Gazette, in addition 
to his ownership of afternoon Sun- 
Telegraph. Both properties were 
covered by a single mortgage filed 
in Pittsburgh when Block and 
Hearst entered the city in 1927, 
bought up Post, the Sun, Gazette 
Times and Chronicle Telegraph, re- 
spectively, and consolidated them 
into the Post-Gazette and Sun- 
Telegraph. At that time, Block 
agreed to stay out of Sunday field, 
publishing only six days weekly, and 
indications were that he would con- 
tinue to do this. 

At same time that sale of paper 
to Block was made public, Sun-Tele 
also announced that Block was no 
longer in charge of its national ad- 
vertising service. Hereafter Sun- 
Tele’s national ads will be sold 
throush Hearst International Adver- 
tising Service headed by Rodney E. 
Boone in New York. 

In some quarters, it was believed 
that Block’s recent sale of his Mil- 
waukee Sentinel to Hearst was part 
of deal by which he acquired 
Hearst's interest in Pittsburgh morn- 
ing daily. Post-Gazette, incidentally, 
is building new plant, which will be 
ready first of year. 





Copy Boy in Purple 
George H. Earle, 4th, son of 
Pennsy’s millionaire governor, 


started to work on the Philly Record | 
last week as a copyboy at $15 per. 
An awe-struck gal librarian, when 
the lad first walked in, whispered 
to one of young Earle’s fellow-copy- 
boys, ‘What kind of work does he 
do? 

‘Oh, he’s a copyboy just like us,’ 
was the reply. ‘Only he comes to 
the office in a car.’ 


Eagle’s 2d Week of Strike 


Strike at the Brooklyn Daily Eagle 
is now in its second week. Guild 
pickets arrested on disorderly con- 
duct charges were all acquitted in 
the courts. Strikers are working 
toward reducing the Eagle’s adver- 
tising and circulation and claim a 
reduction. in the latter of 50,000 the 
first week. The paper is, however, 
publishing regularly with a skeleton 
staff. 

Strike officials have posted a 
warning next to the telephones at 
headquarters which reads: ‘Be dis- 
creet, these wires are tapped.’ 





Ray Sprigle’s Scoop 


Although awards are still seven 
months away, Ray Sprigle, crack re- 
porter for the Pittsburgh Post-Ga- 
zette, is already figured a certainty 
for Pulitzer Prize in journalism for 
his sensational expose on U. S. Su- 
preme Court Justice Hugo Black and 
the Ku Klux Klan. Sprigle, 51, is 
one of most colorful scribes in Pitts- 
burgh newspaper field and has long 
been known for a series of beats. 
Others, however, have been strictly 
local. This is the first time he’s 
ever captured one that’s rocked the 
entire country. 


For more than 10 years city editor 
of the old Post and then the Post- 
Gazette, Sprigle left newspaper 
work in Pittsburgh in 1932 to take 
a political appointment, director of 
supplies in Allegheny county. When 
party with which he was associated 
was licked, he returned to Post-Ga- 
zette, not as city ed but as general 
assignment reporter. 


He spent a month in Birmingham, 
Ala., digging up the facts on Black, 
and is back there now getting fol- 
low-up material. Sprigle scoop, 
which ran in six installments, was 
syndicated to more than 70 papers 
by the N. A. N. A. and is con- 
sidered the biggest single-handed 
newspaper beat of the century. 


Two other of Sprigle’s best-known 
reportorial stunts took place, first 
when he had himself confined to 
Mayview, county _ institution for 
mental and physical diseases, and 
wrote an expose of conditions there, 
and then, during coal mine strike, 
he went to work as an ordinary 
miner and came out after a week 
o do a comprehensive series of 
stories on the situation. 


Sidelight on Sprigle’s Black ex- 
pose was fact that the newspaper- 
man, whose trademarks are a 10- 
gallon hat and a smelly corncorb 
pipe, was running for re-election as 
justice of peace of Moon Township, 
near Pittsburgh, where he resides, 
at same time that he was in Bir- 
mingham. Unable to do any cam- 
paigning, he lost the nomination but 
says he doesn’t care since it doesn’t 
pay anything. 

About 15 years ago, Sprigle was 
a short-story writer of no little 
reputation, having crashed a ftock 
of the class fiction magazines. For 
no reason at all, however, he 
dropped this activity and hasn't 
turned a hand at tale-telling since 
except for an article denouncing U. 
S. Senator from Pennsylvania, Jo- 
seph Guffey, in the American Mer- 
cury several months back. ' 





No Brotherly Love 


Plan to abolish coverage of dis- 
tricts and beats by reporiers of each 
paper in Philadelphia and substitu- 
tion of a city news bureau, was sug- 
gested at last meeting of City Edi- 
tors’ Association. Idea was given 
passing consideration by Bulletin, 
Record and Ledger, but was firmly 
nixed by Moe Annenberg, publisher 
of Inquirer. 


Inq, at same time, jacked up local 
news coverage by naming Georce 
Reedy. who recently came to sheet 
from Chi, as night city editor and 
caliing all reporters in for general 
meeting and talking-to. Men cover- 
ing beats were told jobs would be 
endangered if caught trading stores 
with reporters for opposition Record. 

Alex Griffin, Record c.e., on heer- 
ing of edict, notified his men same 
goes for theom—only double. Said 
Reeord—which ordinarily doesn’t go 
in heavily for local stuf!—would 
beat pants off Inq if Annenberg 
sought battle. Whole thing seems to 
have meant little, however, with 
neither paper exhibing any. out- 
standing scoops and reporters still 
quaffing at same bars. 


City eds also reques:ed Mayor to 
station 24-hour guard at 619 City 
Hall, reporters’ room, which re- 
cently hit the news when Transradio 
put a man there and pulled a few 
beats on the papers. C.e.’s claim 
now room is used as general hang- 
out for lawyers’ runners, dopes‘ers 
tipsters and what have you, instead 





of legit newsmen. 


13 Fawcetts Under One Reo? 

Fawcett Publications has shifted 
editorial offices on two mags from 
Hollywood to New York, thereby 
centralizing its 13 mags in one office. 
Two mags shifted. over ‘are Screen 
Book and Hollywood. 

Editorial shifts include transfer of 
Tom DeVane, former editor of Movie 
Story, who takes over Screen Book; 
Llewellyn Miller, formerly of the 
Coast staff, becomes editor of Holly- 
wood, and Dorothy Hosking, former 
associate editor of Romantic Maga- 
zine, becomes editor of Movie Story. 
John Grandjean, art director of the 
Hollywood office, has been trans- 
ferred to New York. 

Hollywood offices are being re- 
tained for studio and fan writer con- 
tact. . Office is under the manage- 
ment of Gordon Fawcett, with E. J. 
Smithson, John Swartzkopf and 
Charles Rhodes, photographer. 





Musie News Syndicate 

Music news syndicate, known as 
Music Features and Photo Syndi- 
cate, of N. Y., has been formed by 
Joseph R. Fliesler. Opening shot 
will be a column by Louis Reid, 
former radio ed of the N. Y. Ameri- 
can. Will be on both concert and 
pop music and will combine néws 
and feature. Will be offered both 
dailies and weeklies. Sample col- 
umns are being sent to papers this 
week. Series is dated for start 
Sept. 20. 

Outfit figures on offering the serv- 
ice free for about three months, then 
charging. Idea is ultimately to ex- 
pand with columns on other sub- 
jects. Fliesler is p.a. for the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers. 





Scranton’s New Sunday Rag 

New newspaper venture rumored 
for Scranton (Pa.) is a Sunday edi- 
tion of the Scranton Tribune, morn- 
ing daily, reported scheduled for 
Oct. 3. Official announcement has 
been withheld to date. Tribune un- 
til recently was known as the Scran- 
ton Republican, the city’s oldest 
daily. Frank D. Schroth, until 1934 
associated with the Kerney news- 
papers in Trenton, N. J., is editor 
and publisher. 

Tribune, Scranton’s only morning 
paper, has circulation of about 
37,000. 





Rhoads’ Denver Recor@ 

On his 36th anniversary as a press 
photographer -in Denver, Harry 
Rhoads was given a three-column, 
page one head, a two-column picture 
of himself and a page of notable 
pictures taken by him, in the Den- 
ver News. Rhoads, 56 years old, 
started on the old Denver Republi- 
can, has not missed a pay check 
since, and has had more than 150,- 
000 of his photographs published— 
thought to be a record. 

One of his two daughters, a col- 
lege student, also works as a part- 
time photographer on the News. 





' Cue Mag’s New Setup 
Fillmore Hyde edits Cue mag, 
starting with the current issue. Jesse 


the managing editorship. Harry Ma- 
guire, formerly editor and publisher 
of Ringmaster and now affiliated 
with the Modern Group, Inc., a lit- 
erary agency, will probably do a 
weekly stint for the mag. 

Hyde will probably abandon ef- 
forts to continue Re-Vue, a publica- 
tion which he started earlier this 
year with several associates, and de- 
vote his time to Cue. He was for- 
merly With The New Yorker and is 
generally credited with bcing re- 
sponsible for developing the formula 
used in the ‘Talk of the Town’ section 
of that mag. 





Denver’s 5-Day Week 

Editorial employees of the Denver 
News went on a five-day week as 
the result of a Guild contract 
signed three months ago. Likewise 
the News radio broadcast will also 
go on a five-day basis. It seems 
nobody on the paper can run the 
broadcast like Alberta Pike, drama 
and picture critic and editor, and 
since Saturday and Sunday are her 
days off, there will be no newscasts 
on those days. The Guild contract 
with the News is the only one in the 
state, 





CHATTER 

Aubrey Wisverg readying a new 
book. 

Sydney Spier has quit as editor of 
Charm mag. 

The Annenbergs reported after the 
Jacksonville (Fla.) Times-Union. 

Gordon Fawcett succeeded John 
LeRoy Johnston as western manager 
for Fawcett Publications. 

Lou Frankel left Tide mag last 
week. Radio department is now be- 
ing handled jointly by the staff. 





Little, Brown bringing out a new 


—— 


Football 


By Dick Fishell 





There’s the whistle and we kick 
off on this 1937 gridiron season with 
selections from coast to coast that 
should run pretty much true to form. 
At any rate, we feel the favorites 
in this first week of play will. pre- 
dominate with one exception, and 
that only because of the psychologi- 
cal angle. Hold your hats boys, 
’cause here we go.... 


Ohie State—Texas Christian 


Here are two top-notch elevens, 
both having compiled favorable rec- 
ords a year ago and neither too 
hard hit by graduation. The Buck- 
eyes have had.a wealth of injuries 
to contend with, but Christian will 
certainly miss Sammy Baugh—75% 
of the T. C. U. attack last year was 
wrapped up in Mr. Baugh. Regard- 
less of their chatter of new mate- 
rial and a better balanced squad, 
there’s still no Baugh, and so they'll 
bow to a hand-picked, veteran Ohio | 
State team. — 


Cornell—Penn State 


| of diplomas. 





Penn State is not in the big time 


have also lost Noble Kaiser because 
of illness. However, they’ve got all 
the manpower necessary for a suc. 
cessful season, and may pick up 
enough speed to carry it through to 
a successful finish. Despite Butler's 
stubborn opposition, Purdue will 
romp plenty scores. 
L. S. U.—Flerida © 

Louisiana was one of the toughest 
in the nation in ’36, but its ranks 
have been depleted by the awarding 
Talent is still being 
recruited and replacements are capa- 
ble, so Florida, on the upgrade, will 
find the going kinda tough. There’s 
too much State spirit still remaining 
from the Huey Long regime for the 
’Gaitors from Florida to handle, 

Iowa—Washington 

- Iowa lost. its colored senmtion, 
Ozzie Simmons, and its coach, Ossie 
Solem. In contrast, the Huskies have 
been hit by the departure of nine 
regulars from the school’s Rose Bow! 
representatives. With the nine went 
the internal dissension that was im- 
peding their progress to some extent 


class. It’s been a long time since!a year ago, and with a fine group 








Probable Football Winners | 
And Proper Odds 





(Sept. 25, 1937) 


By DICK FISHELL 
(Inter-City Network Sports Commentator) 
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Hugo Bezdeck, with halfbacks like | 
Allie Wolf and French, put a top- 
notch outfit on the field. However, 
they are a rugged squad and an 
ambitious one, and may provide the 
upset of the day. Cornell, under 
Snavely, has one of the standout for- 
ward walls of the east, but is having 
a tough time locating backs to put 
behind it. They’ve been riddled by 
injuries and scholastic difficulties. A 
colored whirlwind named Brud Hol- 
land, at left end, may provide the 
spark that will turn back Penn State 
in a close shindig. 


California—St. Mary’s 


This is one of top games of the 
Coast and one of the most fiercely 
contested through the year. Cal has 
a wealth of material, while Mary’s, 
with a strong first eleven, hasn’t too 
much in reserve. Cal is usually a 
slow starter, but the Bears have 


tice with one eleven working as a 
unit. They’ve got the heavy artillery 
and have awakened to the realization 
that Mary’s is not a tune-up but a 
major opponent. And so, led by Mr. 
Bottari, they’li start the season on 
the right side of the ledger, 


Purdue-Butier 


The Boilermakers lost two corking 
backs in Stalcup and Drake. They 


of sophomores playing in their own 
backyard, Washington will take this 
decision. 
Pittsburgh—Ohio Wesleyan 

The Bishops of Wesleyan always 
have a fine group of stalwarts, while 
Pittsburgh has been toasted from 
coast to coast as the No. 1 team of 
the land, Pitt will have little 
trouble. 

Stanford—Santa Clara 

Coast critics and prognosticators 
are yelling a scoreless tie on this 
one because of Clara’s great '36 
record, and the return to action of 
Stanford’s Bill Paulman, It’s a toss- 
up, with the Indians as one of the 
top teams of the Coast supposedly 
having an edge. Our choice is Clara 
from the psychological standpoint 
only. Stanford still cannot appre- 
ciate the fact that the Bronchos are 
a major opponent. Buck Shaw, 
Clara’s suave mentor, is again point- 
ing for the Indians and he'll take ’em. 

Indiana—Center 

Bo McMillan, of All-American 
fame at Center College, now heading 
the Indiana forces, lost his most 
valuable player in Vernon Huffman. 
Center, always big in a football way, 
will provide tough opposition, but 
McMillan has the squad and can 
bring the boys up mentally to get 
them off on the right foot. 





edition of one-acters by American 
authors edited by Margaret G. 
Mayorga. 

Jack Lait, N. Y. Mirror editor, 
leaves for the Coast Sept. 28 for a 
month or so. His family’s out there. 

Fair trade contracts in accordance 
with N. Y.’s Feld-Crawford Act have 
now been signed by more than 40 
publishers, 

Fred Vandersmit, day cable editor 
of the Associated Press in N, Y.. 
left last week for London and will 
join the bureau there. 

James V. Skaates, reporter on Co- 
lumbus Citizen, has moved into pub- | 
licity berth with the Columbus (O.) | 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Modern Age Book has signed a 
closed shop contract with the Book | 
and Magazine Guild. First closed | 
shop contract secured by the Guild. 

Grace Z. Brown, radio scriptist 
now living in Miami, has been in 
New York the past week seeing 
about the production of her play, 
‘Cabana.’ 





John Russell, aged 4, has been | lower top. 


signed by Republic Pictures. 
actor’s father is Russ Countryman, | 


| 





sistant on amusement desk. Skedded 
to help out Ed Schloss on drama and 
music and Elsie Finn on films. 

Arthur Mefford, of the N. Y. Daily 
Mirror rewrite staff, has filed a vol- 
untary petition in bankruptcy giving 
liabilities of $4,640, no assets. 

Major Thomas Coulson, former 
British Intelligence officer, who cap- 
tured Mata Hari and then wrote a 
book about it, author of a new opus 
of untold spy stories of the war. 





CARNIVAL OF CHAMPS 


LOOKS LIKE SELLOUT 


Gate for the ‘carnival of cham- 
pions,’ the boxing show during 
which four titles will be at stake, 
to be held Thursday (23) at the Polo 
Grounds, N. Y., is expected to top 
the gross drawn by the heavyweight 
contest between Joe Louis and 
Tommy Farr recently, despite the 
Prices for the latter 





Child|event had ringside priced at $23, 


whereas for the four-way card the 


head of the Associated Press’ att | top is $16.50. 


department in N. Y. 


Advance sale indicates taking of 


Arthur Bronstein has been shifted | $350,000 or more as against $297.099 





from Philly Record city staff to as- ‘net for the Louis-Farr fight. 
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Broadway 





Helen Tours ill at Great Neck 
home. 

Eugene Kelcey Allen dieted off 22 
pounds. 

Bill Norton wrenched knee at 
N.Y.A.C. 


George Jessel. offs to the, Coast 
this week. " 

Stanley Felsh, Chi band manager, 
in town for a week, 

Roger Wolfe Kahn at Mt. Sinai for 
sacro-illiac adjustment. 


Heat turned on Monday in offices, 
which is unusually early. 

Jim Tully says Jack Dempsey has 
invented automatic hot-footer,. 

Aileen Stanley expects to return 
from London end of this month. 

John Gobi, bartender at the Wood- 
stock, is tops for hangover prescrip- 
10ns. 

' Sammy Turner, formerly of Dil- 
lingham forces, acquiring stable of 
race horses. 

Jack Pearl (not the Baron) re- 
covered and due back in a Broad- 
way box office. 

Radio City tours starting record- 
breaking business this week with 
visiting Legionnaires. 

Bill Halligan’s salary boosted by 
Pabst. He.will handle Tapacan ex- 
hibit at World’s Fair. 

American’ Legion’s national ama- 
teur boxing show at Madison Square 
Garden Thursday (23). 

Charlie Washburn. planed to Chi- 
cago Monday (20) to hypo ‘Brother 
Rat’ engagement there. 

Johnny Miccio, manager of People’s, 
Bowery, hurt in an auto accident 
Saturday. Mending now. 

Nick Mamula (Par) drove up to 
Narragansett with friends for final 
day of races there Saturday (18). 

Morrie Ryskind and Edward 
Childs Carpenter are at the latter's 
farm in Connecticut collabing on a 
new play. 

Typographical error in the pro- 
ram the opening night of. ‘Richard 
I,’ caused plenty of snickers, It was 
fixed pronto. 

Albertina Rasch dickering for the 
dance staging stint-of a Broadway 
tuner when she completes dances 
for Metro’s ‘Rosalie.’ 

The Hartmans, their first film 
chore for 20th-Fox completed, are 
motoring back east via Frisco. Open 
at the Waldorf Oct. 21. 

Louis Epstein gets in today 
(Wednesday) from London, where 
he handled the Cotton Club show. 
aoe arrives tomorrow (Thurs- 

y). 

Johanne Kolstan, Norwegian femme 
skier booked for the ice carnival this 
winter in Madison Square Garden, 
is in New York taking English les- 
sons. 

Kurt Robitschek, London and 
Paris producer, has altered plans and 


remains in New York instead of 
going to Coast. : 

Baron George Wrangel, erstwhile 
Reggie,’ society reporter, on the 
Journal, now handli class east 
side cafe publicity for ve Green’s 
office. 


Lou ‘Cowboy’ Goldberg planed 
back to the Coast last Sunday (19) 
to resume charge of the accounting 


department of the William Morris | don 


office. 
' §$till clowning, George S. Kaufman 
and Moss Hart have routed the 
‘southern’. company of ‘You Can’t 
ke It With You’ through New 
nd and Canada. 
‘Nat Holt and Charles Koerner, 
division managers for Cleve- 
and and Boston, returned to their 
omes last week after lining up fall 
shows in New York. 

Legionnaires’ Broadway jam-up 
forced the Cotton Club to postpone 
its opening from last night until 
Friday when learning how much 
traffic would be tied up. 

Phil Adler will be company man- 
ager for Cheryl Crawford, who 
schedules four plays during the sea- 
son. Elizabeth Hull is in charge of 
casting and Philo Higley will handle 
the press. 

‘Miss American Legion,’ Elaine 
Russell, of Gulfport, Miss., before 
she reached New York for the con- 
vention, parade of which yesterday 
(Tues.) she was elected to lead, was 
wired by Paramount for a screen 
test while up north. 

William Patrick ge New 
England salesman for PI, has 
been transferred to the N.Y. met 

rea. Murphy has been in industry 
or many years, leaving Prudential 

layhouse Circuit, where he was 
division chief, for job with ERPI. 


Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 








Cecil Mason, Col boss, on looksee 
tour of Queensland. 

Metro renovating the St. James 
and installing Mirrophonic. 

restling is growing in favor here 
and pulls plenty away from the b.o. 
‘Dale Adams of the Marcus unit, 
ene from an appendix opera- 

Hoyts granted an okay by Mel- 
bourne City Fathers to erect a new 
Pic house, 

Charles Munro, Hoyts, due to 0.0. 
Brisbane for probable extension of 
his chain. 

‘Dimples’ (Fox) comes in at the 
end of this month to catch school 
Vacations. 


Wynne Davies is making out nicely 





CHATTER 
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in the commercial art field since his 
return from New York. 


Sir Ben Fuller shipping the Mon- 
tague revue to New Zealand for a 
run try following low b.o. here. 


Williamson-Tait will send ‘Over 
She Goes’ to Adelaide before play- 
ing a season in New South Wales. 

Chatter about that certain exhibs 
seek to introduce admission charge 
of 12c. as a try for biz on low week 
nights. ° 

Dancing and ice skating will soon 
bow out in favor of open air attrac- 
tions, with Luna Park as the big 
highlight. 

Concert performers in Melbourne 
include Edmund Kurtz, Marshall 


Palmer, Vera Bradford and Georg | 


Schneevoigt. 
Pic industry will hold annual ball 
in aid of charity in October. It’s a 


film boys and gals here. 

Arthur Gillespie, Roy Barmby and 
John Evans are working on new 
ideas for the advancement of G.U.T. 
under Norman B. Rydge. 


Censorship authorities have been | 


rather quiet of late, meaning, no 
doubt, that the class of pix coming 
from abroad has improved. 

New dance cabaret, Top Hatters, 
is running an American band of 10 
performers under name ‘American- 
adians.’ Chief is Le Verne, once at 
the Brown: Derby, Hollywood. 

Shirley Ann Richards, Cinesound’s 
leading femme, due for personals 


covering with new release, ‘Tall 
Timbers.’ Unit is seeking a new 
femme name for its next opus, 
‘Broken.’ Melody,’ starring Lloyd 
Hughes. 


Noel Bennett and George Griffiths, 
Hoyts’ nabe: officials, will leave for 
America next month to take a look 
at the pic industry. Charles Munro 
says Hoyts plans to send its own 
men abroad from time to time for 
experience. 

Acts appearing for the Tivoli 
chain include the Flying Elmars, 
George Bolton, Earle and Virginia, 
George Hurd, Henning and Raye, 
Herbert Loe, Heather Gayle, Joe 
Petersen, Grace Emmerson, May 
Reddy, Pope and Delang. 

Western Suburbs Cinemas con- 
tinues to expand its nabe chain 
throughout this territory under di- 
rection of A. J. Bezant. King’s 
Theatres is also out after more ter- 
ritory, in opposition to Hoyts. Both 
W.S.C. and K.T. are powerful indie 
operators in the big nabe centres. 





Paris 





Reva Reyes to Deauville. 

Robert Taylor to London. 
William Powell expected. 

Odett’s cabaret reopening. 
Adolph Zukor off to Cannes. 
Ketty Galian passing through. 
Francois Rozet, comedian, dead. 
Cecile Sorel back from a tour. 
Lola Le Blanc at the Casanova. 
Bernard Heida back from America. 
Bernadette Dugue at the Europeen. 
Radio 37, new Paris station, open. 
Cirque d’Hiver reopening Sept. 17. 
Browning and Star in from Lon- 


Llyne Clevers headlining at the 
Europeen. ; 

Cirque Medrano celebrating its 
40th anniversary. p 

Jo, of Jean, Jac and Jo, recovering 
from a serious illness. 

Reinhold Schuenzel, 
rector, signed by Metro. 

Fred Adison and orchestra set for 
a Paramount appearance. 

Metro dickering for Julien Du- 
vivier and Henri Jeanson, 

Mistinguett slated to star in the 
next Casino de Paris revue. 

June Knight dancing with Hal 
Roach in.a-Montmartre club. 

Paulette Mauve re-engaged to star 
in the next Concert Mayol revue. 

Perchoir reopening Sept. 15 with 
a revue by Victor Valoir and Treno. 

Julien Duvivier’s latest film, ‘Car- 
net de Bal,’ opening at the Marivaux. 

‘Catherine, Empereur,’ by Maurice 
Rostand, in rehearsal at the Odeon. 

‘Quadrille,” Sacha Guitry’s latest, 
in rehearsal at the Theatre Made- 
leine. 

Three Bonos writing a sketch to 
go into the next Casino de Paris 
revue. ; 

Recitals by Dancers and Singers of 
Russian Army opening at the Salle 
Pleyel. 

Lawrence Tibbett scheduled to 
sing in ‘Othello’ at the Opera here 
in Oct. 

‘Fric-Frac,’ by Edouard Bourdet, 
reopening soon at the eatre de la 
Michodiere. 

RKO throwing a party at the Brit- 
ish pavillion for French premiere 
of ‘Victoria the Great.’ ; 

Charity gala planned for premiere 
of Felix Gandera’s latest film, ‘Dou- 
ble Crime sur la Ligne Maginot.’ 

‘Secrets de la Mer Rouge,’ Harry 
Baur’s latest pic, shown privately at 
the Marine Pavillion at the expo. 

Raquel Miller replacing Maurice 
Chevalier in the Casino revue as he 
is going to London to make a film. 

. Wilhelm Furtwaengler directing 
‘La Walkyrie’ and ‘Ninth Symphony 
at the Theatre des Champs-Elysees. 


German di- 


Pierre Colombier commencing | 
work on ‘Balthazar, with Jules| 
Berry and Daniele Parola in the 


leads. 
Marion Dix in from London, where 
she sold an original story to Gau- 
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London 


Betty Stockfeld to Paris for an- 
other film. 

Odette Athos te star in a revue in 
Munich in the fall. 

Mickey Brantford has forsaken 
films to learn store business. 

Esme Percy to the South of France 
to convalesce from an eye operation. 

Russell Swann back, and now 
using a stooge for his cabaret work. 

Sir John Reith returning to Broad- 
casting House following severe auto 
smash. 

Paradise Club, in Regent street, 
| launching a floor show with a line 
of girls. 

Richard Liddle, 








| Sailing for N..Y. 


Henry Sherek back from three and | Novello’s ‘Crest of the Wave’ at the 


|}a half weeks on a continental itin- 
| erary with the Mrs. 

Noel Coward elected a member of 
the Athenaeum Club, most austere 
community in London. 

British Broadcasting Co, to have 
a woman ‘producer on its variety de- 
| partment, Doris Arnold. 

Ruth Selwyn negotiating for the 
Ameriean rights of ‘Gertie. Maude,’ 
now playing at St. Martin’s. 

Edmund Quarry, press director for 
United Artists, quit; Hilton R. Schle- 
man stepped up to fill the spot. 

Fred Emney engaged as comedy 
ringmaster for Grosvenor House 
cabaret-circus, opening Sept. 23. 

Harry Grattan Guinness, Movie- 
tone editor in Australia, dined by 
the London organization at the Troc- 
adero. 

Annabella’s latest film just com- 


pleted at Denham, finally titled 
‘Dinner At the Ritz,’ in place of 
‘Riviera.’ 

Jack Harris to be the regular 
broadcasting feature for British 
Broadcasting Co. every Saturday 
fortnight. 


Skeets Gallagher, here on holiday 
with his family, making one picture 
for Warners and returns pronto to 
Holly wood. : 

Lai Foun’s Chinese Wonders 
booked by William Morris for eight 
weeks’ American tour, opening Chi- 
cago, Sept. 25. 

Mrs. Harry Foster, formerly Flor- 
ence Chumbecos, leaving for America 
at a moment’s notice, on intimation 
that her mother is ill in Alabama. 

Pat Dixon, of the Palmer, New- 
bould office, doing J. B. Morton’s 
Beachcomber feature in the Daily 
Express while the latter is vacation- 
ing. 

Ticket agencies bought $50,000 
worth of seats for ‘Bonnet Over the 
Windmill,’ Dodie Smith’s latest, beat- 
ing her previous success ‘Call It a 

ay.’ 





Sister of Beatrice Lillie, who is 
the widow of Arthur Weigall, 
Egyptologist, engaged to marry 


Napier Dean, son of Sir Aubrey 

King and Queen took a second 
peep at ‘A Day at the Races’ (MG), 
commanding a print of the picture 
to their Scottish residence at Bal- 
moral. 

Hermoine Baddeley wanted by 
the Shuberts for the new ‘Folies,’ 
for which Florence Desmond and 
Steve Geray have already’ been 
signed. — 

Author of ‘Van Gogh,’ just pro- 
duced at the Arts Theatre Club, used 
to be a jockey. He is writing a play 
on the life of Michael Collins, Irish 
leader. 

Albert de Courville has secured 
the British rights to ‘The Women’ 
and will produce it here after the 
censor has ceased finding fault 
with it. 

Bill Bailey, of the Cotton Club 
revue, recently at the Palladium, to 
return here c. 27 to pick up 64 
weeks of work in vaudeville and 
picture theatres. 

Reginald Denham’s play, “The Last 
Straw,’ replaces ‘Busman’s Honey- 
moon’ at the Comedy theatre Sept. 
29. Edward Percy is collaborator 
and Lucie Mannheim stars. 

Freddie Carpenter back from New 
York, but returns by the next boat 
to be a featured dancer in the new 
Sam Harris-George Kaufman-Rogers- 
Hart musical, ‘I’d Rather Be Right.’ 

Cinema Exhibitors Ass’n clamping 
down on plan for a Press and Prop- 
aganda Bureau, because members 
couldn’t face the thought of plank- 
ing down five bucks per for main- 
tenance. 

For the Royal Variety perform- 
ance Nov. 15, the libraries have pur- 
chased more than half the house 
and will donate the profits there- 
from to the Variety Artists’ Benevo- 
lent Fund. 

John Paddy Carstairs will direct 
‘Incident in Shanghai,’ one of his 
own originals, for Paramount British 
at Pinewood. Material has as a 
background the present  Sino- 
Japanese struggle. 

Football will be directly televised 
for the first time in the afternoon 
programs Sept. 16 and 17, when the 
| B.B.C. mobile television unit visits 
ithe Arsenal Stadium at Highbury 
for demonstrations. 

Emile Boreo to star in the Prince 
of Wales revue. Theatre reopens 
|after extensive rebuilding Oct. 18. 
Management now dickering to let 
the house to an American film com- 
pany for West-End pre-releases. 

Charles B. Cochran writing to his 
friends in London from Winnie Shee- 





mont British for Jessie Matthews’|han’s farrh, in Hidden Valley, Cali- 


next pic called ‘Speaking of Love.’ 


forniay Figures he will be back in 


: } of Ilford Cine- | 
big social event in the lives of the | S¢rvice, film stock manufacturers, | protest 


London jn time to stage a couple of 
Broadway shows for Christmas. 
Henry Edwards deserting picture 
producing to return to the stage in 
the Bulldog Drummond role of Sap- 
per’s play, completed just prior to 
his demise and as yet untitled. Vet- 
eran Bert Coote is also in the cast. 
Edmund Quarry, United Artists 
publicity head, has resigned, with 
A. Schleman, his assistant, now in 
charge. Schleman’s assistant is John 
Downing, formerly in charge of 
British & Dominion Films publicity. 
Embassy Club, one of the most ex- 
clusive niteries in London, is going 
in for attractions after several years. 
First act is Ross and Stone, which 





opens Oct. 20 for two weeks with 
foption. Team will double from ‘It’s 

jin the Bag,’ revue at the Savoy. 
Irate American wrote a letter of 
to the press about the 


spectacular train wreck scene in Ivor 


{Drury Lane. Claims American 
| trains are made of steel and it would 


| be impossible. for the coaches to 
splinter. 

| W. H. (Bill) Thornton, general 
manager of the London Pavilion, 
will shift over to Oscar Deutsch’s 
new Odeon theatre in Leicester 


Square, when it is ready in October. 
Was formerly at the Leicester 
Square theatre and also did a spell 
at one of the Paramount Astorias. 


Gloria Day, formerly one of the 
Three Californian Redheads, and 
more recently with the Slate Broth- 
ers at the Palladium, was put into 
j}the Stanley Lupino-Laddie Cliff mu- 
sical, ‘Crazy Days,’ due to open at 
the Shaftesbury, after a tryout out- 
of-town. Clicked so well that Lupino 
is writing in a special part for her, 
and instead of her solo appearance 
she will appear thrice during the 
evening. 





Chicago 





Leo Salkin out of town the last 
half. 


State-Lake line girls celebrating a 
raise, 

Pete’s Steaks new quarters in op- 
eration. 

Bill Murray, William Morris radio 
head, in town. 

Ed McConnell eut of hospital, but 
still a sick man. 

Jack Goodman off to advance a 
Major Bowes unit. 

Sammy Tishman to Kansas City 
for fight picture deals. 

Roy Maypole to do the Medina 
Club Tallyhoo room m.c. 

Sam Levin away from his State- 
Lake office, and quite ill, 

Sam Ward visiting the Memphis 
homestead for a couple days. 





Hollywood — 





Frank Kilduff opened publicity of- 
fices. 

Wallace Ford hospitalized for sur- 
gery. 

Constance Bennett aired in from 


Ruby Keeler home after siege in 
the hospital. 

John Blystone back from north- 
west vacash. 

Rosita Moreno back from Broad- 
way vacation. 

Cliff Smith better following blood 
transfusions, 

Clara Bow and Rex Bell living at 
Santa Monica. 

Gene Milford GN’s new 
film supervisor. 


editorial 


Harry Warren erecting a new 
Bevhills palazzo. 
Aben Kandel joined the Metro 


writing regiment. 
F. Britten Austin, British authog, 
fortnighting here. 
Henry Hathaway 
Broadway looksee. 
James R. Granger, U 
in for conferences. 
Albert D. Lasker, head of Lord & 
Thomas, a visitor. 
Dick Powell and 
siestaed at Ensenada. 
Mel Brown back after 
directing in England. 
Carole Lombard building a new 
home on her valley rancho. 
L. S. B. Shapiro, Montreal Gazette 
columnist, gandering the lots. 
Gene Raymond and Jeanette Mac- 
Donald siestaing at Lone Pine. 
Monte Proser winged in from New 
York on Wanger puffing chores. 
Hunt Stromberg back from 
weeks’ rambling through Europe. 
Norman Alley, Universal Newsreel 
cameraman, off for the Shanghai 
front. 
Dave Silverstein moved into Metro 


back from 


sales chief, 


Joan Blondell 


two years 


Six 


as production assistant to Nat 
Levine. 
Helen Gahagan and Melvyn 
Douglas deck-lolling in Catalina 
waters. 
Metro newsreel crew _ bulbed 
roundup of 75,000: wild horses in 
Arizona. 
Adele Wilde, of the New York 


stage, started on her Republic player 
contract. 

Jack Benny and Mary Livingstone 
will rent instead of building their 
own palazzo. 

Spencer Tracy wrangling a tractor 
on a grading job for a polo field on 
his valley rancho. 

Fernand Gravet due back on the 
Warner lot Oct. 6 from France for 
‘Food for Scandal.’ 

Russell J. Birdwell underwent 
minor surgery and did not peep 
while under ether. 

Helen Chandler sprained a hip 
doing a terp routine for GN’s ‘Mr, 








Neal Kean and Margaret Helcke 
off to Kansas City permanently. 

606 Club holding a grand opening 
of their larger quarters this week. 

Jim Ameche and frau back home 
otter Hollywood stay with brother 

n. 

J. Miles, representing Western 
Theatres, Ltd., Canada, in town for 
taient. 

City Hall getting a picketing with 
representatives of various schools of 
complainers, 

Ben Bloomfield’s children have 
been photographed more than any 
other youngsters in Chi show biz. 

Johnny Jones gave a luncheon for 
all Jones, Linick & Schaefer man- 
agers, assistants and treasurers, plus 
the retired list, last week. 





Des Moines 





The WPA forming a symphony or- 
chestra here under direction of Wil- 
lard Moore. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Blank are 
spending the weekend at the Elms, 
Excelsior Springs. 

Capt. Ben Scovell, English Shake- 
spearian actor, giving dramatic read- 
ings before church and civic groups 
here. 

Local cops must pay their way 
into theatres on bank night days 
it has been ruled—just in case one 
should win. 

Phil Dunas, district manager, Co- 
lumbia, out of Chicago, and W. E. 
Branson, district manager RKO, Chi- 
cago, were visitors here this week. 

The Shrine auditorium season 
opens Oct. 20 with the Mordkin bal- 
let. ‘Tovarich’ is set for Nov. 4 and 
‘Anthony and Cleopatra’ for Nov. 29. 

In a pin ball machine hearing, it 
is disclosed by the Automatic Mer- 
chandisers’ association of Iowa that 
Iowans put $1,560,000 a year into the 
marble machines ‘just for fun.’ 

Capt. Ben Scovell, Shakespearian 
actor of Salisbury, England, pre- 
sented ‘Henry the Eighth’ at Cen- 
tral Presbyterian church and will 
do other plays for church and civic 
groups here. 


After a three-month test, Tri- 
States finds single features are 
preferred at the Des Moines and 


Roosevelt houses. The test included 
i two features at the Des Moines and 
one of the two showing at the Roose- 
velt. 

Harry Holdsberg, manager of the 
Paramount, a hero when a gas leak 


Boggs Buys a Barrel.’ 

Francis Healy, formerly with NBC 
in New York, has joined Howard 
Benedict’s Radio praisery. 

Harry Friedman has left Loeb, 
Walker & Loeb to become legalite 
for William Morris Agency. 

Harry Sherman, Charles P. Skouras 
and Dick Dickson prowling the 
Wyoming Rockies for bear. 

Bill Robinson arrived from New 
York to appear with Shirley Temple 
in “Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm.’ 

A. C. Blumenthal guested by H. M. 
Warner at the Calabasas rancho, 
wane H. M. has reverted to the 
soi 

William Pine suffered a shoulder 
injury when a camera dropped on 
him while helping to make ‘The 
Buccaneer.’ 

Gloria, daughter of Sam Wood, an 
actress in her dad’s film, ‘Navy Blue 
and Gold,’ following return from 
Skowhegan. 

Jack Benny, accompanied by his 
brother, is taking a leisurely motor 
trip from Chicago to Hollywood via 
the Pacific northwest. 

Joan Bennett winged back for 
gander at her new home and quick 
trip east taking children to school 
preparatory to opening in ‘Stage 
Door’ Oct. 15. 


Indianapolis 


By Bill Kiley 








tee Fair promises to be biggest 
yet. 

Alec Templeton booked to open 
Town Hall series next month. 

George Choos in town to defend 
a law suit only to meet a change of 
venue, 

Helen Jepson due Nov. 15 as first 
on the list of artists to be presented 
by Nancy Martens. 

Henry Watkins, trumpet, and 
Johnny Jackson, sax, new members 
of Lyric house orch. 

Charles M. Olson and Ted Nicholas 
to Chicago to see stage shows with 
an idea to booking them into Lyric. 

Charles Olson and his frau to Chi- 
cago on a shopping trip. He to shop 


for new acts, she for new fall 
clothes. 
Ernest Tamler, manager of the 


Rex, nabe, is swelled with pride at 
the swank appearance of his newly 
decorated house. 

Jack Goodman in ahead of Bowes’ 
Anniversary unit making the rounds 
of newspapers with manager Ted 
Nicholas of the Lyric. 





in the refrigerator system of the 
Argonne apartment routed all resi- 
dents at 2 a.m. 





saving several lives. 


all call bells in the lobby and called | Fabien, new director. 
police and fire departments, thereby |arrival is Boris Schwarz, violinist, 


Paulo Gruppe will come to Indi- 


lanapolis as first cellist with the Sym- 
Holdsberg punched | phony orch. 


He was hired by 


Another new 


who will be concertmaster. 
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OBITUARIES 


OSGOOD PERKINS 
Osgood Perkins died suddenly 
Tuesday (21) in Washington, D. C., 
where he had opened the night be- 
fore in ‘Susan and God.’ Story ap- 
pears in the legit department this 
issue. 





ESMERALDA BERRY MAYES 

Mrs. Esmeralda Berry Mayes, 49, 
reputed to be the first woman to in- 
troduce the saxophone to the Ameri- 
can stage about 37 years ago, died 
last week from a cerebral hemorr- 
‘hage in a St. Louis hospital. Mrs. 
Mayes’ family said she played the 

sax on the Orpheum Circuit, after a 
; week’s practice, soon after it was 
brought to this country from France, 
* Starting a’ stage career at the age 
of 9, Mrs. Mayes was billed as ‘La 
: Petite -Esmeralda’ and ‘La Petite 
, Esmathilde’ and made many tours of 
’ the vaude circuits. Mrs. Mayes was 
among the first musicians to perform 
‘when radio station KED was opened 
here, and later joined the staff at 
KMOX. 

In 1936 she conducted the weekly 
radio program sponsored by the 
Women’s Committee of the Sym- 
phony Orchestra, writing the script, 
arranging the music and accompany- 
-ing the soloists. 

Survived by her husband, Dr. Jo- 
seph F. Mayes, a daughter, and one 
son, Samuel Houston, who is the 
youngest member of the Philadelphia 
Orchestra. 





CLIFFORD 8S. SMITH 

Clifford S. Smith, 51, died at Santa 
Fe hospital in Los Angeles, from 
peritonitis which developed follow- 
ing a ruptured appendix. Several 
blood transfusions failed to save his 
life. 

He was a veteran director at Uni- 
versal where he had handled 150 
productions since starting there in 
1920. At one time he produced and 
directed the William S. Hart west- 
erns on the U lot. Previously he 
had worked for Triangle Films, 
Thomas Ince, Vitagraph, Biograph 
and other pioneer companies. When 
taken ill he was preparing to co- 


Medical Center. She had been in 
show business for a number of years 
working most of the time in road 
units. 

Survived by a sister, Nellie A. 
Bryant, with whom she had been 
residing at 143 Pearsall Ave., Jersey 
City. 





HERNDON MORSELL 
Herndon Morsell, 79, died in 
Washington, Sept. 17, after a long 
illness. 

He toured with the U.S. Marine 
Band under Sousa and then became 
a member of the Boston Ideals 
opera company. He was- musical 
director of the Washington Gridiron 
club until 1932, when he retired in 
favor of Capt. Branson, of the 
Marine Band. 





WINNIE MELVILLE 

Winnie Melville, 42, musical com- 
edy actress, died in London Sept. 19. 
Originally a concert singer, she 
gained marked success in British 
productions of musical comedy and 
for a time was a member of the 
D’Oyly Carte Gilbert and Sullivan 
organization. Latterly she has been 
playing vaudeville dates. 

She was formerly the wife of 
Derek Oldham. 





JOHN L. RUSSELL 

John L. Russell, 62, known pro- 
fessionally as John Lowell, actor 
and director of silent films, died in 
Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 

The father of Evangeline Russell, 
he started in films by acting in and 
directing “Ten Nights in a Barroom.’ 
Surviving are his- widow and a 
son, Jack, a Columbia Pictures 
cameraman, 





CLIFFORD HEATHERLEY 
Clifford Heatherley, 48, died in 
London Sept. 15. 

For a time he was manager of the 
Queens theatre, and had played on 
the stage and in films. For the 
camera he played in the British pro- 
ductions, ‘Church Mouse,’ ‘Katherine 
the Great’ and ‘Abdul the Damned,’ 





direct U’s series, ‘Tim Tyler’s Luck,’ 
with Ford Beebe. 
The widow and one child survive. 





FRANK GERO 

The tentatively identified body of 
Frank Gero, 50, employee of the 
Ringling Brothers-Barnum & Bailey 
Circus, who was killed by a train 
near Crekola (Okla.) early Sept. 17, 
was buried in Greenhill cemetery 
the following day. , 

City and county officials en- 
deavored unsuccessfully to contact 
circus officials in an attempt to pro- 
vide positive identification of the 
body, which was found, horribly 
mangled, on the railroad tracks near 
Crekola. 





HERMAN L. GANTVOORT 
Herman L. Gantvoort, 50, died 
Sept. 17, in New York, after an ill- 
ness of several weeks. 
He had made several Broadway 
productions, including ‘A Primer for 
Lovers’ and ‘The Long Road.’ He 
had been active in pictures in the 
pre-sound era and authored the 
‘Leather Pushers’ series which Regi- 
nald Denny did for Universal. Re- 
cently he had been with the Ham- 
mond Electric Organ. 
Survived by his widow, 
daughters and four sisters. 


' ARTHUR HARRIS 
Arthur Harris, 64, managing di- 
rector of WGRC, New Albany, Ind., 
died Monday (6) in New Albany. 
Death was caused by a gall bladder 
ailment. 
Harris had been active in the pro- 
motional field in that territory for 
many years, and in the fall of 1936 
founded WGRC. 
Surviving are his -vife, Mrs. Marie 
Louise Harris; a son, Charles Lee 
Harris, manager of WGRC, and two 
brothers. 





ION SWINLEY 
Ion Swinley, 45, British actor- 
author, died in London Sept. 16. 


His early ambition was to be a/| 


playwright, but his success as a 
member of the cast of Beerbohm 
Tree’s ‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’ 
in 1911 persuaded him to give up 
writing for acting. He was best 


three 


among other productions, 





ALLEN FAGAN 

Allen Fagan, 47, died in New York, 
Sept. 17 of a heart attack. 

A brother of Ina Claire, he had 
played in a number of productions in 
which she appeared as well as in 
other plays, his last appearance being 
in ‘Pre-Honeymoon.’ Besides his sis- 
ter he is survived by his widow and 
his mother, - ; 


SIDNEY M. GOLDIN 

Sidney M. Goldin, 57, died in New 
York Sept. 19 of a heart attack. He 
was stricken several weeks ago 
while on location in Easton, Pa, 

He originally worked for the old 
line companies but in recent years 
has been making Yiddish features in 
Europe and Palestine. 





ESTHER DE RIJK 

Esther de Boer-van Rijk, 84, who 
was as popular in Holland as Marie 
Dressler in America, died in the 
Hague Sept. 7. 

She was on the stage till a few 
weeks before her death. She played 
in London, Paris, Berlin and Brus- 
sels several times. 





MRS. WILLIAM LAWRENCE 

Mrs. William Lawrence, wife of 
the real estate executive in the Par- 
amount theatre department at the 
home office, died Friday night (17) 
after a long siege with cancer. 

She had been confined the last 
few months at the Lawrence home 
in Teaneck, N. J. 





BURR B. GROVE 

Burr B. Grove, 60, died in a 
Scottsbluff, Neb., hospital, following 
an emergency operation, Sept. 13. 

Grove had operated theatres in 
Pine Bluffs, Wyo., and Bayard, Neb.., 
before going to Gering, Neb. Sur- 
viving are his mother, and a brother. 





Mrs. Louis A. Wasmer, 41, after 
year’s iliness, at Spokane, Wash. She 
was wife of owner and operator of 
KHQ and KGA in Spokane, and 
took active interest since helping to 
start KHQ 13 years ago. 





known as a Shakespearean actor, 


but had been equally successful in | 


modern roles. 





MABEL LINN 


Mabel Linn, 45, died July 8 of 
in the Jersey City 


complications 


John Schmidt, 53, waiter, known 
in the Times Square area, died Sept. 


|11 of a heart attack after two- 
| months illness. 
George Nenes, 50, Miami, Ariz., 


| theatre operator, died in Los An- 


geles, Sept. 17. Widow and son sur- 
vive. 





Jules Stein, 80, husband of Juliete 
Dika, died in Hollywood, Sept. 6, 
of a cancer. 





Norman Martin, 40, accountant for 
Fox-West Coast, died Sept. 16 in 
Santa Monica, Calif. 


$1,000,000 Cycle 


(Continued from page 1) 

















year, the group of heavy expendi- 
ture pictures consists of films which 
are budgeted for heavy expense re- 
gardless of mounting costs. The 
studios are vieing with each other 
to turn out the best entertainment 
without counting the production 
dollars. Hollywood is thinking only 
in terms of film rental revenues. 
Two impelling factors are spur- 
ring the studios into heavy nega- 
tive costs. First, the pressure from 
New York home offices to keep the 
theatre wickets spinning with qual- 
ity product of showmanship equal 
to the best which has been released 
since August; second, the conviction 
on the part of picture makers that 
good stories, capably directed and 
cast with star names, when given 
elaborate and unrestricted produc- 
tion accoutrements in scenery, mu- 
sic and costuming, never fail at the 
boxoffice. History of the business 
is replete with names of films which 
went to the public bearing the mark 
of production extravagance. In con- 
trast, every studio can point to a 
disappointing return on films which 
might have pushed into big grosses 
if the managements had been more 
courageous instead of conservative. 
It is that intuitive knowledge of 
when to spend lavishly which is the 
mark of the successful showman. 
Paramount leads the studios in 
number of higher cost pictures for 
1937-38. Columbia, which put out 
Frank Capra’s ‘The Lost Horizon,’ 
and Universal, with ‘Top of the 
Town’ and ‘The Road Back,’ were in 
the lists last season, but so far have 
no entries this year, to date. 
The compilation of pictures, di- 
rectors and costs, follows: 
PARAMOUNT 
Last Season 
‘I Met Him in Paris,’ Wesley Rug- 
gles, $1,220,000. 
‘The Plainsman,’ Cecil B. DeMille, 
$1,150,000. 
‘Champagne Waltz,’ 
Sutherland, $1,050,000. 
‘Big Broadcast of 1937,’ Mitchell 
Leisen, $1,000,000. 
New Season 
‘High, Wide and Handsome,’ Rou- 
ben Mamoulian, $1,800,000. 
‘Souls at Sea,’ Henry Hathaway, 
$1,655,000. 
‘The Buccaneer,’ Cecil B, DeMille, 
$1,400,000. 
‘Angel,’ Ernst Lubitsch, $1,250,000. 
‘Ebb Tide,’ James Hogan, $1,200,- 
000. 
‘Wells Fargo,’ Frank Lloyd, $1,- 
200,000. 
‘True Confession,’ 
gles, $1,000,000. 
‘The Big Broadcast of 1938,’ 
Mitchell Leisen, budg., $1,000,000. 
DeMille second prod., budg., $1,000,- 
000 plus. 
Lubitsch second prod., 
$1,000,000 plus. 
WARNER’S 
Last Season 
‘Charge of the Light Brigade,’ 
Michael Curtiz, $1,200.000. 
‘Anthony Adverse,’ Merwyn Le- 
Roy, $1,100,000. 
New Season 


Edward 


Wesley Rug- 


budg., 


liam Keighley, budg., $1,600,000. 

‘Tovarich,’ Anton Litvak, $1,400,- 
000. 

‘The Life of Emile Zola,’ William 
Dieterle, $1,000,000. 

‘The Great Garrick,’ James Whale, 


$1,000,000. 
‘Submarine D-1,’ Lloyd Bacon, 
$1,000,000. 

METRO 

Last Season 


‘The Good Earth,’ Sidney Frank- 
lin, $2,000,000. 


‘Camille,’ Clarence Brown, $1,- 
500,000. 
‘Maytime,’ Robert J. Leonard, 
$1,650,000. 


‘A Day at the Races,’ Sam Wood, 
$1,100,000. 

‘Captains Courageous,” 
Fleming, $1,000,000. 

‘Parnell,’ John Stahl, $1,000,000. 

New Season 

‘Marie Antoinette,’ Hunt Strom- 
berg prod., budg., $2,000,000. 

‘The Firefly,’ Robert Z. Leonard, 
$1,500,000. 

‘Broadway Melody of 1938,’ Roy 
Del Ruth, $1,000,C00. 

‘Girl of the Golden West,’ Robert 
Z. Leonard, budg., $1,000,000. 

‘Conquest,’ Clarence Brown, $1,- 
700,000. 

‘Rosalie,’ W. S. Van Dyke, $1,000,- 


Victor 





000. 


‘Adventures of Robin Hood,’ Wil- 


——-—~» 








News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London, Vartety takes no credit for 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 








East 





Stagecrafters, Equity group, gave 
a performance at St. Boniface’s 
church Friday night. For the bene- 
fit of the church. Did ‘Taking the 
Count.’ 

Six police cars established a_cor- 
don around the Paramount building 
just before noon last Tuesday. Kept 
a lot of people from going to lunch, 
but did not bag two men and a girl 
who got away with $100, a gold 
watch and a diamond ring. 

Rev. H..Anderson Jardine, who 
married the Duke of Windsor, on 
his way home after his lecture tour. 
Says he. may come back. 

Grangsbure, ma up track 
opened last Wednesday, following the 
Mineola decision, but closed: by the 
sheriff after the first race. 

Wife of John B. Kennedy, radio 
announcer, pinched in White Plains, 
N. Y., for drunk drivirig when she 
blasted at a man who sideswiped her 
car. She repeated some of the 
language in court and will answer 
— charges today (Wednes- 
ay). 

Japan orders geisha girls to cut 
out frivolity during the war. 
Shirley Lloyd, singer. with Ozzie 
Nelson’s orch., developed appendi-. 
citis on the train from N. Y. to 
Boston last Wednesday. Hospitalized 
in the Hub. 

N. Y. Auto Trailer show opened 
Monday. About 50 styles of mobile 
homes on display. 

Will of the late Sir James Barrie 
gives Elisabeth Bergner $10,000 ‘for 
the best performance in any play of 
mine.’ 

‘Inside Story,’ expose of the res- 
taurant racket, to be done at St. 
Boniface’s auditorium: in November. 
Francis Swann has revised the origi- 
nal Arthur Lee script. ' 

Postal Telegraph agrees to take 
out four branch licenses as theatre 
ticket offices and will be permitted 
to resume service. State had stopped 
"em. 

Department store featuring two ad- 
vertising films made for a perfumer. 

Arthur Cremin, director of the 
N. Y. Schools of Music, is trying to 
legislate swing music out of existence. 
Using adolescent boy and girl for 
test he says experiments proved that 
swing aroused lustful desires. Argues 
that swing may be the real cause of 
sex crimes. 

Special lights used to illuminate 


the naval landing pier at 129th 
street and North River were so 
powerful the blew the fuses, leay. 
ing the pier in darkness. Battleships 
trained their searchlights on the 
landing until lights could be restored. 

Hedi Kiesler, star of ‘Ecstacy,’ and 
her husband, Fritz Mandl, suing each 
other for divorce in Vienna. She 
wants to go back to the stage. 

Barbara Stanwyck greeted her old 
schoolmates of P. S. 152 before sail- 
ing for the West Coast last week. 

Family of Jean DeKoven, Ameri« 
can dancer who disappeared in Paris, 
has abandoned search for her. 


Coast 


Warren Hymer filed an answer to 

the suit for $6,973 back alimony filed 
by his former wife, Mabel Hynier 
Bolton. Hymer claims the statute 
of limitations bars the suit. 
» Suit was. filed in L..A. by Rita 
Stanwood, who claims to be the orig- 
inal discoverer of Deanna Durbin, 
against Sherill. & Falkin, agents, 
charging that she has not received a 
commensurate share of the star’s 
earnings. 

Nola Luxford, screen player, filed 
a counter suit for alimony to: the 
divorce action started by her hus- 
band in Los Angeles. 

Cross complaint for divorce is on 
file in L. A. brought by Carmelita 
Roach against her comedian hus- 
band, Bert Roach. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., is opposing 
the government’s claim against him 
for $9,927 asserted overdue on his 
1933 income tax. 

L. A. Superior Court ruled that 

Spanky McFarland, of Hal Roach’s 
‘Our Gang,’ must appear either in 
person or through a guardian to 
contest a claim filed again his earn- 
ings by Jack Edelstein, who ob- 
tained a $3,531 judgment against 
the moppet’s father and is seeking 
to tie up Spanky’s salary to satisfy 
the plaster. ; 
- Hal Roach requested the federal 
government to check on the activi- 
ties of Melton Barker and William 
D. Patton, who are alleged to have 
mulcted mothers of talented mop- 
pets in Oklahoma and Texas by in- 
ducing them to pay high fees for 
film tests for their children. Sev- 
eral mothers are said to have come 
to the studio exhibiting contracts for 
services of their youngsters. 











UNITED ARTISTS 
Last Season 


‘Come and Get It,” Goldwyn prod., 
William Wyler and Howard Hawks, 
$1,000,000. 

‘Dodsworth,’ Goldwyn prod., Wil- 
liam Wyler, $1,150,000. 

‘Garden of Allah,’ Selznick-Inter- 
national prod., Richard Boleslawski, 
$1,600,000. 

‘A Star Is Born,’ Selznick-Inter- 
national, William Wellman, $1,600,- 
000. 

New Season 

‘Dead End,’ Goldwyn prod., Wil- 

liam Wyler, $1,100,000. 


‘Stella Dallas,’ Goldwyn  prod., 
King Vidor, $1,150,000. 

‘Goldwyn Follies,’ George Mar- 
shall, $2,000,000. 

‘Adventures of Marco Polo,’ 


Goldwyn prod., Archie Mayo, $1,- 
400,000. : 

‘Hurricane,’ Goldwyn prod., John 
Ford, $1,500,000. 

‘Prisoner of Zenda,’ Selznick 
prod., John Cromwell, $1,200,000. 

‘Nothing Sacred,’ Selznick prod., 
William Wellman, $1,000,000. 

‘Adventures of Tom Sawyer, Selz- 
nick, Norman Taurog, -$1,100,000. 

‘Vogues of 1938,’ Wanger prod., 
Irving Cummings, $1,250,000. 

20TH CENTURY-FOX 
Last Season 

‘Lloyds of London,’ Henry King, 
$1,200,000. 

New Season 

‘In Old Chicago,’ Henry King, 
$2,000,000. 

‘Heidi,’ Allan Dwan, $1,000,000. 

‘Ali Baba Goes to Town,’ David 
Butler, $1,100,000. 

UNIVERSAL 
Last Season 

‘The Road Back,’ James Whale, 
$1,120,000. 

‘Top of the Town,’ Ralph Murphy, 
$1,000,000. 

COLUMBIA 
Last Season 

‘The Lost Horizon,’ Frank Capra, 
$1,850,000. 

RKO-RADIO 
New Season 

‘The Toast of New York,’ Rowland 
V. Lee, $1,300,000. 

The $1,000,000 picture no longer 
is a novelty. It is tangible evidence 
of the faith of Hollywood in the 
future commercial and artistic great- 
ness of the industry. 








MARRIAGES 


Helen Macfadden to Joseph 
Wigers in N. Y., Sept. 17. Groom is 
publicist for Macfadden Publica- 
tions. Bride daughter of publisher. 


Mae Clarke to Capt. Stephen Bans 
croft, at Agua Caliente, Sept. 14, 
Bride is motion picture actress, 
Groom, a former Stanford football 
player, is pilot with Pan-American 
Airways. 

Ruth Kline to Charles Holstein, 
Sept. 19, in Pittsburgh. Groom is a 
reporter on Pitt Post-Gazette and 
bride is former city editor of Home- 
stead Messenger and now in advere 
tising work. 

Judy Kelly to Burt Shaw in Cov- 
ington, Ky., Sept. 3. Groom is fea- 
tured vocalist with Dick Stabile’s 
band and bride is a sister of Paul 
Kelly, who also sings with Stabile. 


Helen Judd to Cromwell McKech- 
nie, at Beverly Hills, Sept. 17. Bride 
is secretary to Noel Gurney, of the 
Myron Selznick agency. Groom is 
head of the Myron Selznick story de- 
partment. 

Arnold Olsen to Blanche Martin, 
Sept. 15; at Bridgeport, Conn. Both 
are WICO players. 

Charlotte O’Brien, film actress, to 
Richard Wessel, screen actor, Sept. 
19, at Yuma, Ariz. 

Belle Baker to Elias E. Sugarman 
in N. Y., Sept. 21. Bride is the 
comedienne. Groom is editor of The 
Billboard. 

Magdalene Maskel to Sterling Fer- 
guson, Sept. 18 in Santa Barbara, 
Calif. Bride is fashion editor for 
Walter Wanger. - 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. M. H. Straight, 
daughter, in Kansas City, Sept. 17. 
Father is continuity editor at WHB. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold White, son, at 
Mason City, Ia., Sept. 7, Father is 
operator for KGLO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Alger, daughter, 
Sept. 16, in Pittsburgh, Father is 4 
sports writer for Pitt Post-Gazette 
and new addition places him just one 
short of Eddie Cantor’s five-girl rec- 
ord. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Cooper, daugh- 
ter, Sept. 15, in Los Angeles. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Beckenbach, 
a daughter, Sept. 18, in Los Angeles. 
Father is an animator with Metro. 
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Fer Int'l Talent Exchange 
New York, Sept. 20. 
Editor, WARIETY: 
The wireless is still confronting 
the ever-present difficulty of discov- 


‘ng new talent to satisfy the mass- } 
_— The 


consumption listening public. 
tireless search for new voices and 
new ideas is always part of the 
proadcasters’ problem, for the public 
tires quickly of its new favorites. 


Radio today is not the novelty it 
was at the beginning, and conse- 
quently it has a definite standard to 
maintain. It is a social necessity 
which is committed to fill a definite 
purpose. 

We ave been fortunate enough to 
have had the interchange of foreign 
proadcasts on numerous ‘special’ oc- 
casions. But, in general, these ex- 
change programs have been limited 
to newsworthy items, and historical 
events. Why not begin a series of 
‘entertainment exchanges,” which 
will, undoubtedly, bring to light new 
international favorites and combat 
the existing cry for new talent. 


As an indirect effect of this ex- 
change a greater feeling of friend- 
liness between all nations concerned 
may result. The far-reaching sig- 
nificance of such a proposal should 
be considered by the broadcasters. 


Jerry Mann. 


*Tain’t So, Sez Leon 
New York, Sept. 20. 
Editor, VARIgETY: 

This talk about the good ole 
Broadway days gives me a pain in 
52d Street. 

I used to work in the best of ’em— 
Reisenweber’s, Healy’s, etc.—when 
I started as a busboy. And, boy, 
what they did in those days, they 
could never get away with now, 
either in the form of food, or enter- 
tainment. 

There’s many a sick duck or 
chicken that went out in those days 
which the present generation would 
murder the proprietor for. They’d 
advertise a chorus of eight girls and, 
if you counted only six or seven, 
there was a standard alibi, ‘Oh, one 
of the girls (they didn’t call ’em 
kids in those days) got sick, but 
she’ll be back tomorrow.’ If you 
ever got curious the next night, some 
other girl got sick. 

This thing about the orange juice 
stands on Broadway—so what! This 
is an era of mass production. Looks 
like the Hawaiian juice stands, with 
a rhumba rhythm thrown in for 
nothing, are the only ones that can 
afford Broadway rents. Maybe that’s 
why we were forced off the Main 
Drag. 

Leon, 
(Leon & Eddie's). 





Whitehead’s Circus Organizing 
New: York, Sept. 15. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Will you please be fair enough to 
correct the statement that Ralph 
Whitehead ‘was ordered off the lot’ 
of the Tom Mix Circus ‘even though 
he was getting but scant attention 
from the performers.’ I have never 
to my knowledge been in the same 
city with the Tom Mix Circus, have 
never been on their lot and, conse- 
eve have never been ordered off 
it. 

While we are on the subject: Isn't 
the fact that 1,000 employes of the 
Cole Bros.-Clyde Beatty Circus have 
been admitted to union protection 
under a closed shop agreement of 
greater news value than the errone- 
ous report that an individual has 
been ordered off a circus lot? Or 
am I crazy? 

Before the next season gets under 
way the American Federation of Ac- 
tors will have organized every cir- 
cus of any consequence in the coun- 
try—including the Tom Mix show, if 
it is of any consequence at that time. 

Thanking you for your interest, 


Ralph Whitehead, 


Executive Secretary, 
American Federation of Actors. 


Yeah, But When? 


New York, Sept. 17. 
Editor, VaRIETY: 

— only a 10%er and, while 
ollywood and radio pay the bills, 
©w's about this for an idea of 

whether or not Broadway is dead: 
- ere are some of the names you'll 
Sean the Big Street this fall— 
ead, Burgess Meredith, Cohan, 
be Huston, Sylvia Sidney, Lunt 
the Fontanne, Clifton Webb (and 
re’'s a chance that Adele Astaire 
May also be in a show opposite him, 





‘Greek to You’), Fredric March and 
Florence Eldridge in ‘The Christian 
Hero,’ directed by John Cromwell 
(yeh, the same guy who directs pic- 
tures); Cromwell also directing the 
Theatre Guild’s ‘The Ghost of Yan- 
kee Doodle’ by Sidney Howard, with 
Ethel Barrymore; Jean Arthur in 
Clare Boothe’s ‘Kiss the Boys Good- 
bye.’ 

And how’s about Gertie Lawrence 
in ‘Susan and God’; Jane Cowl 
in Max Gordon’s ‘Antoinette’: Nor- 
ma Terriss in ‘Great Lady’; Con- 
stance Cummings in ‘Mme. Bovary’; 
a new ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ with Willie 
and Eugene Howard, Veloz and 
Yolanda, and probably Libby Hol- 
man and Rudy Vallee; ‘Balalaika.,’ 
the biggest hit in London, with may- 
be Kitty Carlisle in it; and the new 
Rodgers and Hart musical for 
Dwight Wiman, ‘I Married an An- 
gel.’ 

How do you like that? 
way’s dead, huh? 


Samuel T. Lyons. 


Broad- 


Berle’s Laff-It-Off Idea 
New York, Sept. 20. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Attention has recently been cen- 
tered on the necessity of humor in 
diplomatic dealings, as well as in our 
everyday existence. 

It is interesting to note the part 
that humor has played in the emer- 
gence of the United States from the 
depression. We sang ourselves out 
of economic strife with such songs 
as ‘Prosperity is Just Around the 
Corner,’ ‘Old Man Depression Got 
the Blues,’ etc. We joked about re- 
lief and park benches. We smiled 
at people who lived in trailers, and 
joked about the new way we'd found 
to keep from paying income tax. 

Humor, in all its- forms, has been 
important to mankind and its social 
system from primitive times. Let’s 
have more accentuation on humor in 
our everyday life and we'll have less 
differences and complications in our 
marital relations, our business deal- 
ings and diplomatic intrigues. 


Milton Berle. 





Fair Goes for IATSE 


Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 21. 
The North Carolina State Fair will 
operate with all organized labor this 
year. 


At the request of Dr. Dorton, C. 
W. Hollowbush, national representa- 
tive of the American Federation of 
Musicians for “North Carolina, and 
Arthur Pakula, representative of 
Stage Hands’ Union, presented de- 
tails of union contracts, 

Representative Hollowbush § said 
the State Fair has been on the Na- 
tional unfair list for the past four 
years and that Dr. Dorton asked for 
the labor union contracts to put the 
fair 100% under organized labor. 





Minn. Fair OK 


St. Paul, Sept. 21. 
Minnesota’s 78th annual State Fair 
hung up a new attendance record of 
636,681. Biggest single day of the 
eight-day expo was Labor Day, when 
161,486 attended. 





GETS MORE PARK 


Newark O., Sept. 21. 
John J. Carlin, of Philadelphia, 
owner of Buckeye Lake park has 
purchased an additional nine-acre 
tract of land adjoining the park area 
for further expansion, 





GA. FAIR DATES 


Atlanta, Sept. 21. 
With September on wane, fair sea- 
son is really getting under way in 
Georgia. Two more fairs are sched- 
uled this month, Cobb County event 
at Marietta and Tri-County Exposi- 








BUFFALO STILL UPSET 


Echoes of V.F.W. Convention Still 
Heard—Seak Shooting Gallery Prop. 








Buffalo, Sept. 21. 

Echoes of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars convention entertainment mix- 
up are still being heard here. Half 
a dozen well-shorn lambs have called 
on the district attorney demanding 
grand jury action against gambling 
concessionaires who evacuated dur- 
ing the convention but after the 
‘take.’ 


George Barnett from Troy, pro- 
prietor of a shooting gallery con- 
cession, pleaded not guilty in City 
Court when charged with permit- 
ting firearms in the Veterans’ 
amusement park. A woman spec- 
tator who was wounded by a stray 
bullet is the complainant. 


COLE TRICK STRAWS ’EM 
IN L. A-HWOOD DATES 


Angeles, Sept. 21. 

Cole Bros.’ circus ‘had ’em on the 
straw at opening performance of 
four-day downtown Los Angeles 
stand Sunday, grossing in excess of 
$20,000 on day and pointing for easy 
$100,000 on downtown and additional 
four days at Hollywood stand. 


Outfit winds up season Nov. 11 at 
Clarksdale, Miss., then goes to win- 
ter quarters at Rochester, Ind., after 
traveling 15,225 miles during current 
season. 











Gov't Mulling Cut for 


Fair Appropriations 
Washington, Sept. 21. 
Peace parley to end rivalry over 
Federal exhibits at the New York 
and San Francisco expositions is 
docketed this week by Government 
officials administering $4,500,000 of 
public money appropriated for com- 
peting world fairs. 


Round table talk over type and 
size of government participation in 
the two shows will involve Secretary 
of Commerce Roper and George 
Creel, from the San Francisco fair 
commission, and Secretary of Agri- 
culture Wallace and Edward J. 
Flynn, from the Gotham commish. 


Principal issue for threshing is 
whether to duplicate exhibits or try 
and provide entirely distinct attrac- 
tions on each coast. Economy ques- 
tion looms, with President Roosevelt 
seeking to hold down all expendi- 
tures. May result in decision to 
spread the cash farther by fixing up 
identical exhibits for both Gotham 
and Frisco. 


Customary practice has been for 
money-dispensers to dole out arbi- 
trary amounts to individual depart- 
ments, with cabinet officers parcel- 
ing their allotments among various 
bureaus and subordinate divisions. 
Theory is ‘educational’ display ac- 
quainting the public with some of 
the more important and more unique 
services rendered by each govern- 
mental machine cog. Actual effect 
has been boring conglomeratioon of 
charts, disjointed layouts of pictures 
and considerable tedious printed 
propaganda. 


L’ville Betters 


Louisville, Sept. 21. 

Kentucky State Fair closed Satur- 
day (18), with official attendance 
figures of 140,352, exceeding last 
year’s figures by 7,827. Receipts are 
expected to exceed the $70,000 mark 
set last year. The General Assembly 
yearly appropriates $60,000 for stag- 
ing the fair. 

Johnny J. Jones Exposition did 
well on the midway. Horse Show 
did big biz all week, and Saturday 
night show played to capacity. Seats 
were all reserved, and were sold out 
days in advance, at 75 cents to $2. 
Fair opened Sunday (12), with free 
gate on that day only. WLS Barn 
Dance played to 12,000 before grand- 











tion at Rossville (Lake Winne-|stand, giving one evening per- 
pesaukah). formance. 
Following is a schedule of fairs 
with names of secretaries: ° 
Washes Out Fair 
Sumter County (Americus), O. P. John- 
son, 1 3 — ge a, Lynchburg, Sept. 21. 
Oct. 12-16, T. E. ich; e o . 
(Fitzgerald). Oct., Homer Waters; Chat- Directors of the 32-year-old Lynch- 
tahoochee Valley Expo pea men Oct. burg Interstate Fair Association 
oa” bn. f ag ae ge yore washed up the organization last 
State Expo (Macon), Oct. 18-23, —_ ee weekend by meeting and declaring a 
Jordan: Middle Georgia Legion (Milledige- : { $1.79-a share on 1.130 
ville), Oct... C. B. MeCullar; Washington final split b > ’ My 
County (Sandersville), Oct, 12-16, G. 8. shares of stoc ; 
Chapman; Walker County (LaFayette), Action winds up all business ex- 
Oct.. CC. W. Wheeler; Clayton County 7 ml 
(Jonesboro). W. J. Estes, Jr.; Elberton cept an attempt to locate eight miss 
County Colored (Elberton), Oct., Lee Roy | ing stockholders last heard of in dis- 
ee ee eee re ak, Oct. | tant states Earlier this year, as- 
Hart Odum: Elberton County (Elberton), ~ 9  . , a , 
Oct. 1, V. Hulme; Irwin County (Ocilla) | sociation paid off $14 a share after 
early in Novenvber, Claude McNeill; S0u'" | celling its buildings and grounds to 
Georgia Fair (Valdosta), Nov, 9-14, H. K th itty 
Wilkinson. ° e cily. 








Ft. Worth Closes Down, Beating 





Early Fall Chill; Rose ‘Wind’ Suit 


v 


ANOTHER PARALYZED FAIR 


St. John’s Annual Goes Rosy Red 
en Infantile Scare 








St. John, N. B., Sept. 21. 
Excellent weather for all but the 
closing day, and yet, the St. John 
Exhibition association, and all mid- 
way and other concessionaires took 
it heavily on the button for the 1937 
St. John fair. 


Fair collided head-on with an in- 
fantile paralysis epidemic, which 
just about wrecked patronage. In- 
cidentally, the fair association was 
censured by the local health au- 
thorities for ‘half way co-operation.’ 
The district health officer had re- 
quested all theatres as well as the 
fair to bar all children under 16. 
The theatres co-operated 100%; at- 
cording to Dr. C. W. MéMillan, ‘the 
district health officer, but he criti- 
cized the fair association for allow- 
ing children of all ages accompanied 
by adults to enter. 


Pups Will and Won't 
Indianapolis, Sept. 21. 


Legality of dog racing in Indiana 
is evidently going to be a matter 








of personal opinion with county 
sheriffs. 
A $75,000 track in Hamilton 


County is scheduled for opening next 
month, according to Frank Farney, 
of Hamilton, O., owner. Prompted 
by this action, promoters in Marion 
County are considering reopening a 
track on the outskirts of the city 
which was closed in 1929. 

Operators of the track in Hamilton 
County evidently expect no trouble 
with the law, having announced that 
betting will be conducted on the 
Triple A system. 


Killed by Live Wire 


New Orleans, Sept. 21. 

A ferris wheel cable he was coil- 
ing in dismantling the show coming 
in contact with a live wire fatally 
shocked George McCain, 47-year-old 
carnival employe, at Gonzales, La., 
near here Thursday (16). In drag- 
ging the cable toward a truck it 
touched an uninsulated portion of 
the main power line. 

‘Knock it loose, boys,’ he begged, 
stumbling into a tangle of other 
cables. Freed from the wire, he 
failed to respond to artificial respir- 
ation. 


Nix Norfolk Slots 


Norfolk, Sept. 21. 

Slot machines in Portsmouth, Va., 
are coughing up flocks of grief for 
their owners instead of nickels for 
the players as a result of a drive 
on them by the D. A., Robert Mc- 
Murren. 

Places of business are slated to be 
wiped clean as McMurren struck out 
against City Manager, who ordered 
first batch in raids returned to own- 
ers. C. M. returned them because 
$300 license fee had been paid on 
them. McMurren says city had no 
biz taking dough for operations as 
the law books put nix on such fees. 











Fun at the Carnival 


Miami, Okla., Sept. 21. 

T. J. Tidwell carnival ran into 
court trouble no end while playing 
here last week. 

Two employees, June Sappington, 
fan dancer, and Henry Herbert, 
charged with being an assistant in 
directing the act, were fined $10 and 
costs in county court. 

Suits filed by two women of near- 
by Tulsa, against the shows were 
settled out of court. The two, one 
of whom asked for $10,000 and the 
other for $5,000, agreed to settle for 
$400. 

Women claimed injuries allegedly 
received when an ‘octopus ride,’ in 
which they were seated, partly broke 
and jolted them. 


Says It Was Politics 
Wildwood, N. J., Sept. 21. 

Recent closing of a carney on 
North Wildwood’s boardwalk was for 
political reasons, Mayor Redding de- 
clared at council meeting last Thurs- 
day night. 

Hizzoner made charge after dele- 
gation from the fire department, 
which sponsored the carney, asked 
council for a donation in order that 
Christmas party for kids, which usu- 
ally was paid for by carney receipts, 
wouldn't have to be eliminated. 











Fort Worth, Sept. 21. 

The Fort Worth Frontier Fiesta 
will close next Sunday night. Ex- 
piration of Paul Whiteman’s contract 
at that time and an early fall with 
nights that make the open#wir Casa 
Manana rather cool were given as 
the reasons for closing three weeks 
earlier than the scheduled date, 
Oct. 16. 


Attendance has greatly increased 
during the several days since an- 
nouncement of closing was made. 
Whiteman is expected to make a 
tour of one-night dance engage- 
ments. 


John Murray Anderson has ar- 
rived to direct Billy Rose’s ‘Show of 
Shows,’ which will try it on the dog 
in Texas and then hit for the West 
Coast. Chorus of the show has been 
recruited from the fiesta. 


Tommy Gleason, understudy for 
Everett Marshall, went on for him 
at Casa Manana one night last week 
and was well received. Gleason is 
with the California Varsity Eight in 
the revue. It was his first chance 
in two years as Marshall's under- 
study. 

U. S. District court reset the in- 
junction in the suit against Rose for 
Sept. 24. Rose, sued by Mrs. Mar- 
garet Mitchell Marsh, author of 
‘Gone With the Wind,’ and her pub- 
lishers, the Macmillan Company, 
charging he used material from her 
book for the ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
episode in Casa Manana. Rose was 
in New York conferring with copy- 
right attorneys when case came up. 


Billy Rose today announced Ar- 
thur Garfield Hays, New York attor- 
ney, would defend him in copyright 
suit filed by Mrs. Margaret Mitchell 
Marsh, author of ‘Gone With the 
Wind.” Federal Judge James Wilso 
will hear suit here Friday. 

Rose announced he would accept 
one of three film offers from Metro, 
Warner Bros. or Selznick by Nov. 15, 
and take a year flyer in Hollywood. 

The court ordered impounding of 
all moneys which the fiesta associa- 
tion may be under contract to pay 
Rose, pending outcome of the suit. 
Attorney for plaintiff said Rose has 
been receiving 5 per cent of gross 
receipts of fiesta. James F. Pollock, 
business manager of the fiesta, said 
Rose had been receiving 242% of the 
gross receipts since Sept. 5. 

Cass, Mack and Topsy ended Casa 
Manana engagement Friday (17). 

Texas gals take their ‘bumps’ se- 
riouslys Mary Lou Bentley of 
Weatherford, who has been one of 
three Casa Manana bump contes- 
tants nightly, sprained her back so 
badly for her ‘art’ she is out of the 
act. 

Alexander Oumansky, who di- 
rected “The Last Frontier’ square 
dance last year, and ‘Road to Rio’ 
in Dallas this year, has reopened his 
dance studio here and also opened 
one in Dallas. He wants.to produce 
a Texas ballet. 

Stuart Morgan will send a new act 
to New York when the show closes. 
He has been rehearsing it here. 
Members are Fauntleroy Farmer, 
Thomas Bell, Harry Disbrow and 
Marie Mason, the latter from New 
Orleans. The Morgan No. 1 act will 
go in the ‘Show of Shows.’ 

Harriett Hoctor missed her dance 
in a Casa Manana scene because a 
zipper on a boot would not work. 
Ali the men’s horses could not pull 
it together in time for her to appear. 





Salt Lake Is 12th 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 21. 

First fruits of Salt Lake City’s 
$25,000 advertising campaign, in- 
augurated: about six months ago, 
proved a record harvest when local 
chamber of commerce announced 
Tuesday (21) that Utah’s capital was 
the twelfth most popular tourist 
mecca in the United States and Can- 
ada during past summer. 





Saved Girl from Snake 
Philadelphia, Sept. 21 

A Texas diamond-back rattlesnake 
sank its fangs into the arm of a side- 
show owner at the Doylestown Fair, 
near here, last Friday, when he 
grasped it as it was about to strike a 
girl performer. 

The owner, Charles Hicks, Upper 
Darby, Pa., grabbed the snake as it 
was coiling. He was rushed, with a 
motorcycle escort, to Abington Mem- 


| orial Hospital, where the fangs were 


cut out. He'll live. 
The girl performer quit. 
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“If you folks want a real good 
time... go see ‘52nd St!’” 





“To heck with your etchings, 
Major... the only picture I want to 


see is ‘52nd St!’”’ 


‘‘Humph! Stars! That’s what ‘52nd 


St.’ is full of.” 





























“Sure that’s a knockout ... but 
have you seen ‘52nd St.’” ? 
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‘Don’t be alarmed, babe... all I 
want is these 2 tickets to‘52nd St.’”’ 
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